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OUR FISH - OUR WEALTH

For hundreds of years now our people have depended almost entirely on the sea for a : <
livelinood. So dependent are we on her that we revere and worship her.

And yet sometimes when the catch is very poor and seems to decrease day by day
whatever we do, we tend to blame her. We say she is angry, she has been unkind. Has she?

Could it be that in our ignorance, our need, our greed, we are taking too much, too soon
from her?

Are the fishing methods, gear and craft we use today the best ones?
Do they do the best for us by way of catch weight? If they do not, what can we do about it?

in a series of colourful picture story books like this one, we will discuss these questions
one by one and try to understand and learn about what we could do to protect and conserve
the wealth that is ours — our fish stocks.
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Story and Script: KAMALA CHANDRAKANT
{in consultation with Dr. K. Sivasubramaniam and Rathin Roy of the Bay of Bengal Programmel

Mustrations: RAZI




Why this feast?
What's going on here,
Ramalu? Who's getting

As though you
wouldn't know if
it were a wedding!

| still think you should
never have sent him out
to study. He would
have become a first
class fisherman,

| have my
other two
boys and you

increase our
f|  catch. It was
8, his luck.




Now he is lost
to us forever, Ramalu.
After sitting in a big
school will anyone
sit in a kattumaram
and go fishing?
| ask you.

But he is
different. Who can
tell what he
will do?

Mm.. m..m! | am
hungry. What have
you cooked, Mother?

y V‘Chiciﬂ'ﬂ
curry. We
cut a chicken (]

Let me change
first. These
clothes are




Ah! that's better.

Now you look like

one of us. A man!
A fisherman!

Uncle, if | were going to sit in an

office in the town, would | have gone

to a fisheries institute? Besides, you
know | love fishing, | love the sea,

| love the risks. Have you forgotten how...

bafora dawn.




Ahl there you
arel You are late!
The sun will rise

any moment now.

May the desire
to eat much never
come to you again, for,
a good fisherman feels
hunger only when the

...when the calch is good, his

stomach is full, as the old

women in the village say.
| remember, Uncle.

Not for a moment did
| forget anything. You...
the sea...our fishing

trips...

Hm—m-—m...we are still using
the same old kaftumarams
..How are things in the

Mot any better,
Raghu. If we earn Rs.75
a day during a good

And much of that goes
to repay loans.. loans laken
from the money-lender and
the middlemen in the lean




nothing left for us,
what with so many
kattumarams fishing

You are right, Uncle.
There are many more

kattumarams In the
shallow waters than

Most of them are

five years old. The
catch in these
waters used to

...many in the
village took loans
and bought more
craft and gear.

We, too, bought our
second kattumaram
then... the small
one.... for boat-
seining.




How many About 250 kattu- How can there be a goodhaul -
boats does marams, 17 navas, P . for anyone? If twenty people
our village and 10 motorized RS | T >y ;-'. eat the rice meant for two,
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can anyone's stomach

have now? boats
become full?
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Oh, God! so many
kattumarams...and
all fishing in the

He's right!
I never thought
of that! | told

i
those motorized
boats cut our....

not here.
Let's go
farther




Croakers, Anchovies, Mullet
Prawns, Carangids, Pomfret,
Ribbonfish or Mackerel
to the season, but all very small in

size and quantity.

The large katsthere, where Panchu
said we should set our nets, caich-
the same types of fish as the small
kats, but slightly larger in size and
more in quantity. .‘f?

They sometimes fish close to the
large kats and sometimes nearer the
navas. So they catch a mixture of both.
But the fish are much larger than those
caught by the kaftumarams.

...amongst the katfumarams,
many are not using the right
gear for this season!

| noticed that different
types of craft all
seem fo be using similar

types of gear.. either
trammel or gilinets. But.. |

That's because they
don't have them. Otherwise
would they use gear which

hardly ever brings them
a good catch in

That is why, even
amongst us kattumaram
fishermen, some get a
better haul than others

\ and so eam more.




Different craft using similar
gear are catching the same kinds
of fish.. but of different sizes
at different depths. That’s bad.

Why? What's wrong
with that?

We are taking away the fish
at almost every size level
instead of catching only the

Is that why our
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It must be the reason, 1%

because, in my father's time,
we used to haul in almost
double the amount we now
‘do of some kinds of figh.

.‘!I

Wait till we get
back to shore!
I'll show him!




Tear my net and
run away will you?
Say you will replace
it or else...

Come on, Panchu! 5 L T
Don't spare that S
greedy rogue! = I

—_— e

His motorized boat
takes away all the
fish and leaves
nothing for us.
Don’t spare him!

Nao! Uncle, don't!
Don't hit him! It
was an accident.

Honestly! It was
an accident! | did not
expect a kaftumaram
with a gilinet so




It was | who
asked him to go
farther out. In fact,
you should have
gone even farther

You were
fishing in
our zone.

Mm.. M., Er... well.,
no one respects

Maybe. But it's
against the law to
fish outside

your zone

I will pay him half the price of
the net as per law. | was
going to, anyway. But he

came and picked a

fight.

All the same, if you ﬂ

fish farther out.. in
deeper waters.. with

a large mesh

...you will find big surface fish

like Sharks, Seerfish and Dolphinfish
as well as several bottom

fish like Bekti, Skate and

Shovelnose Sharks. These

fetch a better... a much better...

price in the markets :

if | go out there,

the big trawlers will

run over my net. And

my net costs As. 30,000!




m times bigger ones the navas
catch!

THE DAY OF THE MEETING

Day by day our
catch is

Ah! Everyone is
here. Shall we

... insufficient
for our livelihood
What is the reason?
Is there anything
we can do?

Raghu has
diready given
us two reasons,
There are too
many of us fishing

oo near the
shore. And

...almosi all

of us use the
same kinds of
gear and caich
the samea kinds
of fish.

By doing this we
do not leave enough
of those fish in the
waler to male and
make more fish like
themselves

There is another reason 100.
Fishing here with small-mesh
nets, we catch too many baby
fish. We do not give them a
chance to swim out into
deeper waters and grow bigger.
Just compare the liny croakers
we catch with the twenty

If we fish here using
large-mesh gillnets,
or even longlines,
we, loo, will calch
huge ones which

And, as | told you, your motorized

boats must go way out and caich the
huge surface fish. Right now they

are laken away by fishermen
coming from other argas.

You are right!

ol that!

We never thought




There is one \\ [ Perhaps that is E::::I:I(i:hm::h L And, as you now Then what gear
more thi 1
oevs e T | e | L
of us use’ What is is awayspoor [ w;‘a mm‘ caught over many, Gear which is
boal-seines. i today. Small “ﬁm"ﬁ“ many years, there not pulied through
mesh nets are m"““m . will be fewer fish the water or dragged
bad "o mash (bt in that area. the bottom
small of the sea. That is,
' passive gear.

And you also save some fish in the
water! For us to catch when we
grow big. .

There are seven such gear (shown above),
With these gear we stay in our boats and the
fish come and get caught in the mesh or bite on
the hooks. So the craft we use do not need
powerful engines. A trip therefore costs less
and we save money.

Passive gear like lo
lines, and big mesh gear
which we do not pull through
the water, are the best
gear for us in the long run.
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ACTIVE GEAR 10HS 140K WY
A PURSE-SEINE ~
o BOAT-SEINE o i ol

THESE GEAR ARE BAD
DRAGNET
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Active fishing methods, that is,
using gear which we or our craft pull
through the water, are bad for us.
Tmmanyywngm.mauan?

memnds.;wahave to move the craft

shrimp, get caught. Not anmg are and pull the net full of fish through =
left in the water to grow big, mate the water. Our craft need very ﬂE:r_-__:
and produce more of their kind powerful engines to do this and a lot of “-._
for us. fuel. So a trip becomes too costly ) -
N A Lo
r . LATER- [
Why do we find so | will have to tell Thank you,
many young shrimp you how a shrimp is Raghu. Then Yes, Ramalu. You were
near the shore in some born and where it we will meet right. It was good you sent Raghu out
grows and bat:?mas again like to study about fisheries. We know
a big shrimp. It's a how to fish. We know the catch is
long story. So | will decreasing day by day. We did not
tell you all about : know why... where we were
going wrong. Now we do.




WHAT WE LEARNT FROM RAGHU

1. Toomany of our craft must notfish in the same area— pam::ularly 1hasa-
-that fish in the shalluw water close to the shore.

: many baby 'mmmwmmmmgn leftin
'mmwunmd mo&mmmm

3. Adultfishand Iargar-szad fishare ganaraliy found atdistanous whare H'ﬁ 2
depth is greater than 20 m.




Look out for our next picture story book. In it | will tell you about the
life stories of some of the commercially important fish we catch. For
instance, | will tell you how a shrimp is born and where it grows and
becomes a big shrimp. These stories will help you to catch fish that will
bring you high prices.

RAGHU




Did you like this book?
Do you want to read more books like this one?

Have you any suggestions to offer?

Then please writeé a postcard to us at this address:
The Information Department,

The BAY OF BENGAL PROGRAMME,

91, St. Mary's Road,

Abhiramapuram,
Madras — 600 018.
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