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FOREWORD

The Bay of Bengal Programmeof the Food andAgriculture Organizationof the United Nations
are proud to beassociatedwith this important document,which is a catalogueof fishes in the
Maldives.The Messagefrom the President of theMaldives reflects the importancehe andthe
governmentaccordto thesubject.

The BOBP is committedto supportthe efforts of its member-governmentsto promotefisheries
management.In the Maldives, we areassisting developmentof a model for participatory
community-basedintegratedreef resources management.

Essentialto sucha processis knowledgeof the rich fish resourcesof the Maldives. This
comprehensive well-illustrated cataloguewill be of great help tofishery scientistsandofficials, to
fish exporters,studentsand tofishermen themselves,besides servingas an invaluablereference
book for researchersaroundthe world.

We complimentthe MarineResearchSectionof the Ministry of Fisheries andAgricultureof the
Republicof Maldives,andthe scientistsand researchersand artistswho made thismagnificent
publicationpossible.We aresureit will promote the cause offisheriesmanagementandeconomic
development inthe Maldives,besidesbeing auseful contributionto knowledge.

Dr. Kee-ChaiCHONG
Programme Coordinator
Bay of Bengal Programme/ FAD

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Theproductionof thisvolume wasa majorteameffortby thestaff ofthe MarineResearchSection.
This work is largely basedon the previousfour Cataloguesof Fishesof the Maldives; the efforts
of all contributorsto thoseearlier volumes are gratefully acknowledged.That this volume has
beenproducedat all is in large part the result of the work of Ibrahim Naeem,who sortedand
arrangedall specimensin the MRS collection, checkedidentifications, revised existingsheets
preparednew ones for new additions,and overseenthe wholeproductionof this work. Ahmed
Hafiz wrotemostof theDhivehi sections.Dr. R. CharlesAndersonpreparedmuch ofthe English
text, andalsoprovidedthe colourslidesfor the plates.Most line drawingsfor new additionswere
preparedand many old line drawingswere redrawn by Ibrahim Faizan.Ibrahim Nadheehwas
responsiblefor layout andprovidedmucheditorial assistance;he and Fathimath Zeenacarriedout
most of theword-processing.Other MRSstaff members who have madecontributionsto this
volume includeAjula Rasheed,HusseinZahir and HamidShafeeu.Mr. Ahmed Shakirkindly
assistedwith the layout.

This bookcontainsthe mostextensiveandcomprehensiveDhivehi text yet producedon thefishes
of the Maldives.It is therefore mostappropriatethat His ExcellencyPresidentMaumoonAbdul
Gayyoom,who haslong had aprofoundinterest in and concern forthe fish andfisheriesof our
country,hasprovideda Dhivehi message.We are mostgrateful to him.

The Minister of FisheriesandAgriculture, the Hon. HassanSobir, providedmuchencouragement
throughout. Fundsfor printing were generouslyprovidedby the Bay of Bengal Programme,a
regional fisheriesdevelopmentprogrammebasedin Madras.
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External Features of Fishes
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INTRODUCTION

Thisvolume is acompilationandexpansionof four earlierCataloguesof theFishesof the Maldives.
Work On the first Cataloguestarted in 1986. At that time the first small volume of fishes was
producedby the MarineResearchSectionof the thenMinistry of Fisheries. Subsequentlya further
3 volumeswere produced,eachbeing releasedon Fishermen’sDay. This day, December

10th,

celebratesthe vital and long-standingroleof fishermenin the life of the Maldives. It is therefore
appropriatethat thiscombined,enlargedandrevised edition shouldalsohe releasedonFishermen’s
Day. 1997.

The previous fourissuesof the Catalogueeachcoveredabout70 species, with285 speciesbeing
coveredin all. This volume details a total of 370 species.Different speciesof one family were
sometimesincluded in more than one editionof the earlier Catalogues.All fishes of the same
family are now listed together.In addition, the order of presentationhas beenchangedto follow
the latestscientific findings (Nelson, 1 994). As a resultthe snappersandfusiliers,which hadbeen
treatedas separate familiesin earliereditions,are heretreatedas asinglefamily (Lutjanidae) with
the fusiliers being relegatedto subfamily status(Caesioninae).Another family for which it is
useful to know the subfamiliesis the enormousgrouper family (Serranidae).which includesthe
fairy hasslets (Anthiinae).the groupersthemselves (Epinephelinae,tribe Epinephelini),and the
soapfislies(tribesDiploprionini andGrammistini).Within families,speciesarelistedalphabetically.
irrespectiveof sublamilies.

A major aim of thisvolume is to presentinformation in Dhivehi to a local audiencethat doesnot
have accessto more specializedliterature. In particular it should he of interest to studentsof
fisheries scienceandrelatedsubjects.It also aimsto aid all usersin theidentification of commercial
fish species.To this endsome emphasishasbeenplacedon majorcommercialgroupssuch as the
groupers.jacks, snappersand sharks.However,recordsare only includedhere when a specimen
(or photographof a large specimen,denotedby a prefix P’ to the specimennumber)is held at
MRS. Sincethe MRS collectionis still far from complete,thereare some omissions evenwithin
thesegroups.

The known fish faunaof the Maldives now standsat some1100species.This is doublethe number
of speciesthat was known from the Maldives prior to the formation of the Marine Research
Section in 1984. This leapin knowledgereflects the greatamount of work carriedout by the
Section,someof it in collaborationwith the World’s foremost authorityon tropical reeffishes.
Dr. JohnE. Randallof the Bishop Museum,Hawaii. Thereare undoubtedlymanymore speciesto
he found in Maldivian waters,and thegrandtotal is likely to exceedI 50() species.

Despitethis rich fish fauna.Maldives hasvery few endemicspecies(i.e.onesthat arefound here
andnowhereelse). Eventhe so—calledMaldive Anemonefish.Amphiprionnigripesis found in the
Lakshadweepand Sri Lankaas well asMaldives. Onespecieslisted here that isso far knownonly
from the Maldives is the tiny Maldive Blenny.Ecseniusminutus.

It may seemstrangethat so fewendemicfishesarc found in Maldives.when sonicspecies appear
to move no morethana fewmetresor evencentimetresthroughouttheir adult lives. The answerto
this riddle is to he found in the larval stage.All reeffisheshavewhat hasbeencalleda two-part
life history: adult and larva. While adult reeffishesmay he boundto their coralhomes,the larvae
are planktonicand free to drift with the currents.
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The larvaeof most speciesdrift in the open oceanfor at least one week,and in some casesfor
severalmonths.During this time theycan be carried for hundreds,if not thousands,of miles by
the oceancurrents.As a result, the majority of Maldivian reef fishes (probablyabout 80%) have
very widedistributionsthat encompassthe entire Indo-westPacific or Indo-Pacific realm.

TheIndianandPacific Oceansareconnectedin tropicallatitudesthroughthe Indonesian archipelago
and aroundthe north of Australia.Therefore,the larvaeof reef fishes from the two oceanscan
mix. In contrast,the tropical AtlanticOceanis isolatedfrom the warm watersof both the Indian
and Pacificby wide expansesof cold water.Thus the tropical fish faunaof the Indian and Pacific
Oceansare very similar,while that of the Atlantic is very distinct.

Interestingly, the latestresearchon both larval behaviourand lndo-Pacific reef fish taxonomy is
showingthat things may bemore complicatedthan this. During the last Ice Age, whensealevels
wereapproximately120-1 30mi (400 ft) lower than they are today,the tropical Indian and Pacific
Oceanswerenearly separated.As a result, fish populationsin the two Oceansstartedto diverge.
Today most ichthyologists agreethat many Indo-Pacific fish speciesshow differences between
their Indian and Pacific Oceanpopulations. In most casesthesehave beenconsideredto be
‘population’ differenceswithin a singlespecies.Now more detailedstudiesare being carriedout
(including studiesof geneticsandof the areasof populationmixing in the easternIndian Ocean).
It is becomingclearthatsomefish that hadbeenconsideredto bewidespreadthroughoutthe Indo-
Pacific are actually two distinct species.

In addition, recent studieson fish larvaehave shownthat they are not as helplessin the faceof
oceancurrentsas wasearlier believed.Indeed, theycan swim againstthe current towardsareef
formany hoursandmanytensof kilometeres. As such,thereis abasisfor consideringthatapparently
small differencesbetween regionalpopulationsof widespread speciesdo have taxonornic
significance.It is thereforelikely that further studiesmay reveal that theMaldives doeshavean
evenmoreuniquefish faunathan thecui-rent low numberof endemicswould suggest.

Maldivian fishermenfavour tunasandcontinueto exploit theseoffshorefishes,as theyhavedone
for centuries. Untilrelatively recently the only reef fishescaughtin any quantitywere the small
live haitfish which are neededto catch the tunasby pole and line. During the last decadethis
situationhaschangeddramatically.Local demandfor reeffish hasgrown. in line with the growth
of resortsandof Male’. At the sametime, export marketshave boomed.

Reefsharkstocksare now being fisheddown, as aresult of the high price paid for shark fins.
However,reef sharksalso havereal economicvalue as attractionsfor tourist divers.It has been
estimatedthat in 1992 diversspentUS$2,300,000just on visits to specific sharkwatchingdive
sites. Astourist arrivals increase,the potentialearningsfrom reef sharks shouldincrease too.hut
only as long as therearestill sharksto be seen.

An export fishery for live grouperstartedin 1993.This fishery too is alreadyshowingsignsof
overfishing, and it is possiblethat it could collapsewithin a few years. Such a collapsewould
result in enormouseconomiclossesto the country. The main markets for both shark fins and
groupersare in the Chinese emporiaof EastAsia: in Singapore,Taiwan,Hong Kong andChina
itself. The economiesof all of thesecountriesanddistrictsarebooming.As adirect result,demand
for luxury goodsandfoods is also increasing enormously.

The Maldiveshasgaineda reputation amongdivers andsnorkellersas anoasisfor large fishes.In
manyothertropical countriessharks, groupersand otherreef fisheshavealreadybeenoverfished.
This has given Maldivian tourism a competitiveedgein the diving market. It would be ironic
indeedif the Maldivian reefsharksandgrouperswerefishedto nearextinctionjustasthe Maldivian
tourist industry is reachingmaturity.
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We live at apivotal time,whenmoreis beingdiscoveredaboutthenaturalworld than everbefore,
but atthe same timemoreis beinglost thaneverbefore. Without knowingwhatis here, it is almost
impossibleto initiatemeaningful managementandconservation activities.Thisappliesparticularly
to marineorganismssuchas fish, which for too manypeopleare “out of sight, out of mind.” It is
hopedthat this volume will in a very small way contributeboth towardsthe understandingof a
key componentof the Maldivian marineenvironment,andits conservation.
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Nebriusferrugineus (Lesson,1830)

English Name: Tawny nurse shark Family: GINGLYMOSTOMATIDAE
Local Name: Nidhan miyaru Order: Orectolohiformes
Size: Max. just over 3 m

Distinctive Characters: Body without ridges. Caudal fin about 30% of total length. Pectoral.dorsaland
anal finswith angularapices.Teethcompressed.with moderate centralcuspand4—6 smallercuspson sides.

Colour: Brown, from tan to dark grey—brown. Palerbelow.

Habitat and Biology: Occurs in shallowwatersfrom theintertidal zoneto adepthof at least 70 ni.Demersal
on coral androcky reefs,in lagoonsandon sand flats.Feedson avariety of bottom invertebrates, corals,and
small fishes.Mainly nocturnal,often restingin cavesor underoverhangsby day.Ovoviviparous:numberof
young at least4 per uterus.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Four individualsof Nebriusferrugineus(of length 134—226 cm in total length) were taken by
handline and longline by R.V. ' during the reef fish resourcessurvey (Andersonand Ahmed,
1993, p.55).This is a tough andhardy sharkthatreadily survivesin captivity. N concolorRüppeIl. 1837 is
a synonym.
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Stegostomafasciatum (Hermann,1783)

English Name: Zebra shark,Variegated shark Family: STEGOSTOMATIDAE
Local Name: Faanani iyaru Order: Orectolobitormes
Size: To 3.5 m or more

l)istinctive Characters:Longcaudal fin, abouthalf the total length.Small barbelson either side of small
mouth. First dorsal setwell backand muchlargerthan second. Prominentridgeson sides of body.

Colour: Adults palebrown with dark spots.Juvenilesdark brown with vertical yellow stripes.

Habitat and Biology: Found on coral reefs.A rathersluggishshark.Strictly nocturnal;feedson molluscs.
sea snakes,crustaceansandfish. Oviparous.

I)istribution: Indo-West Pacific.

Remarks:Stegostomalasciatumis not avery commonsharkin Maldives.but is occasionallyseenresting
on the bottom by div ers. This shark is unaggressivewhen approached underwater. Several individuals
were takenby longline froni R.V. ‘Farumas’ (Andersonand Ahmed, 1993.p.55). Previouslyrecorded as
S. varium in the Catalogueof Fishesof the Maldives Vol. 3, page342.

5
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Rhincodon typus Smith, 1828

EnglishName: Whale shark Family: RHINCODONTIDAE
Local Name: Fehurihi Order: Orectolobiformes
Size: Rareabove 12 m: possibly to 21 iii

Distinctive Characters:With its hugesizeanddistinctive spotting.whale shark cannotbe confusedwith
anyother species.Very wide, nearly terminalmouthwith numerousminute teeth. Very broadhead.

Colour: Dark abovewith numerousnarrow whitish barsand! rows of spots.Palebelow.

Habitat and Biology: A pelagic filter feeder, occurringsingly or in small schook,often nearthe surface.
Feedsmainly on plankton. sometimeson small pelagic crustaceansor small schoolingfishes.

Distribution: Circumtropical.

Remarks:Rhincodon typus is the largestliving fish. Despiteits largesize, it is notadiangerousspecies.It is
sometimesseenby divers, normally duringsouth-westmonsoonoff theeastcoast,and duringthenorth-east
monsoon off the west coast. Nospecimenshave beencollected,or likely to he collected,but this species
havebeen seenby Fisheriesstaff occasionally.The whaleshark beingrare andendangered,is aprotected
speciesin the Maldives.

6
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Mustelusmanazo Bleeker, 1854

EnglishName: Starspotted smooth-houndshark Family: TRIAKIDAE
Local Name: Hon’du miyaru Order: Carcharhiniformes
Size: Max. about 1.2 m

Distinctive Characters: A small, slendershark with headsomewhatflattened.Nasalflaps not reaching
mouth.No nasalgrooves.Mouth broadly angular.First dorsalfin largewith origin in front of rearmargin of
pectorals. Seconddorsalfin much largerthan anal. Ridgebetween dorsals.

Colour: Uniform grey orgrey-brownabove,light below.A seriesof small white spotson sides.

Habitat and Biology: Bottom dwelling in continentalwaters.Commonlyclose inshoreespeciallyon mud
and sandybottoms.Feedson small bottom fishes,molluscsand crustaceans. Ovoviviparous;numberof
young 1 to 22; increasingmarkedlywith sizeof mother.

Distribution: Indian Oceanto Western NorthPacific.

Remarks: Mustelusmanazoin theMaldivesis foundon outeratoll slopesin depthsof 100-200m. Specimens
here lackthe white spotstypical of this speciesin otherlocations.Previouslymisidentifiedas M. mosis.in
the Catalogueof Fishes ofthe Maldives,Vol.3, page350.
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Hemipristiselongatus (Klunzinger,1871)

EnglishName: Snaggletoothshark Family: HEMIGALEIDAE
LocalName: Dhaiybulhimiyaru Order: Carcharhiniformes
Size: To at least 2.3m; possiblyto2.4m, Specimen: MRS/P0376/92

DistinctiveCharacters:A medium-sizedsharkwith blunt, roundedsnout.Teethabsent atsymphysis(midline)
of lowerjaw. Lower teeth nearsymphysislong andstronglyhooked. Upperteeth broadandcurvedwith both
edgesserrated.Gill openingslong, the longest over three times eyelength.

Colour: Grey; palerbelow.

Habitat and Biology: Occursin coastal watersat depthsup to 30 m. Feedson inshorepelagicand bottom
fishes.Viviparouswith ayolk-sac placenta;6-8 young perlitter.

Distribution:Indo-WestPacific.

Remarks: Hemipristisc/ongatusappearsto be rarein Maldives.Theonly knownrecordsofar is asetofjaws
seenon a R. Maduvarishark-nettingdhoni operating inHaaAlifu Atoll. Thejaws were savedby one of the
crewonly becausehe had neverseenthis species before,Thisalsoappearstohave beenthe first recordfrom
an oceanicisland.
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Carcharhinus albimarginatus (Ruppell, 1837)

EnglishName: Silvertip shark Family: CARCHARHINIDAE
Local Name: Kattafulhi miyaru Order: Carcharhiniformes
Size: Max, 3 m Specimen: MRS/P0311/88

Distinctive Characters: Snoutmoderately longandbroadly rounded.Upperteethbroadlytriangular.Second
dorsalfin with a baselessthan twiceheight.Ridgebetweendorsalfins.

Colour: Greyabove,palebelow.First dorsal,pectoral,pelvic and caudalfins with extremelyconspicuous
white tips andposterior margins.

Habitat and Biology: Occurs inshore andoffshorefrom the surfaceto a depth of800 m. Feedson both
bottom and pelagicfish, including raysand cephalopods. Viviparous,with a yolk-sacplacenta;number of
young 1 to 11 per litter, often5 to 6.

Distribution: Tropical lndo-Pacific.

Remarks: Carcharhinus albimarginatusis said to be very aggressiveand individualsoftenhaveevidence
of combatscars.This shark is potentially dangerous topeople.Rarely seenby divers in the Maldives,
althoughthere have beenregularsightingsat two sitesin An Atoll.

9
<<



Carcharhinus altimus (Springer,1950)

English Name: Bignose shark Family: CARCHARHINIDAE
Local Name: Mendhan miyaru Order: Carcharhiniformes
Size: Max. 3 m Specimen: MRS/0380l/92

Distinctive Characters: A large, fairly slendershark. Snout moderately longandbluntly pointedtorounded.
Upperteethserrated,broadly triangularand erect in front of mouth, Lower teeth narrow and finely serrated.
A distinct skin ridgebetweendorsalfins. First dorsalfin moderately large andfalcate,with origin over inner
marginsof pectoralfins. Pectoralfins long andnot stronglyfalcate.

Colour: Grey, white below.Fin tips dusky(except pelvic).White markingson flank inconspicuous.

Habitat and Biology: A commonoffshore,bottomdwelling sharkusuallyfound in deeperwater near the
edge ofthe continentaland insular shelvesin depthsbetween90 to 430 m. Feeds mainlyon fishes, other
sharks,sting raysand cuttle fish. Viviparous, number ofyoung per litter3 to 15,

Distribution: Circumtropical.

Remarks: Although Carcharhinusaltimus is consideredto be abottom dwelling shark, in Maldives it is
mainly caughton pelagiclonglines. Interestingly it seemsto be caughtonly at night (‘mendhan’means
midnight) overareassuchas A/i huraskandu’ wherewaterdepthsare within its range,suggestingthat this
speciesis a diurnal vertical migrator.

10
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Carcharhinus amblyrhynchos (Bleeker, 1856)
PLATE la

English Name: Grey reef shark Family: CARCHARHINIDAE
Local Name: Vahboa miyaru Order: Carcharhiniformes
Size: Common to 1.6 m; max. 1.9 m

Distinctive Characters: A moderate-sizedfairly stocky shark. Snout broadly rounded. Upper teeth serrate,
narrowly triangular.Ridgeon back present orabsent,24-28 teeth in jaws.Anterior nasalflaps very low.

Colour: Greyabove,pale below.Trailing edge ofcaudalfin broadlyblackish. Upperpartof trailing edge of
first dorsalfin narrowly whitish(in Indian Oceanindividuals).

Habitat and Biology: Common on upper part of outerreefslopesto depthsof about100 m or more. Feeds
mainlyon bony fishes,occasionallyon cephalopodsand crustaceans.Viviparous, with a yolk-sacplacenta;
numberof youngper litter 1 to 6.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks:Carcharhinusannblyrhynchosis oneof the commonestreef shark inMaldives, and it is this
speciesthat is normally seenby diversat shark feedingstations.Grey reefsharksin the IndianOceanis far
lessaggressivethanthosein thePacific.This, combined with smalldifferencesin colourationanddentition,
has ledsometo suggestthat they might be two seperatespecies.

11<<



Carcharhinusfalciformis (Bibron, 1839)

English Name: Silky shark Family: CARCHARHINIDAE
Local Name: Oivaali miyaru, Ainu miyaru Order: Carcharhiniformes
Size: Max. 3.3 m Specimen: MRS/P0312/88

Distinctive Characters: A large, relatively slender shark. Snout moderately long and pointed. Origin of
first dorsal fin behindthe rear ofpectorals. Seconddorsallow with long posteriorextension,Pectorallong
andpointed.Ridge betweendorsals.

Colour: Grey, palebelow.

Habitat and Biology: Inhabits oceanicwaters near and beyondcontinental slopes,but alsofound in coastal
waters.Usually nearthe surfacebut also found at depthsto 500 m. Feedsmainly on fishes,squidsand
octopods.Viviparouswith a yolk-sacplacenta;2-4 youngper litter.

Distribution: Circumtropical.

Remarks: Carcharhinusfalciformis is the commonestoceanicshark in Maldivian waters.The Dhivehi
name ‘Oivaali miyaru refers to thehabit of small individuals of swimming beneath drifting objects.The
name‘Ainu miyaru’refersto its habit of swimming with tuna schools.

12
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Carcharhinus limbatus (Valenciennes,1839)

English Name: Blacktip shark Family: CARCHARHINIDAE
Local Name: Thun hima miyaru Order: Carcharhiniformes
Size: Common to 1.5 m; max. 2.5 m

Distinctive Characters: A medium-sized,fairly stocky shark. Long snout, its length about equal to mouth
width. Upperandlower teethnearlysymmetricalandsimilar,with erectnarrow cuspsand serratededges.
First dorsalfin pointedand with origin roughly level with pectoralinsertions.

Colour: Grey withbrassy sheen;palebelow. Blackon tips to dorsalfins, pairedfins, analfin, lowercaudal
lobeand on leading edges ofcaudalfin.

Habitat and Biology: Occurs in coastal aswell asoffshore surfacewaters.Fastmoving, sometimesleaping
out of water. Feedsmainly on schoolingfishes,occasionallyon crustaceansand cephalopods. Viviparous,
with a yolk-sac placenta:number ofyoung per litter 1-10, commonly 4-7,

Distribution: World-wide in tropical and subtropical waters.

Remarks: Carcharhinus limbatus has so far been recordedin Maldives only from Laamu Atoll. Four
specimensweretakenthereby R.V. ‘Farumas’ duringtheReefFish ResourcesSurvey.It would seemto be
one of thosespeciesthat is commonestin the south.
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Carcharhinus longimanus (Poey, 1861)

English Name: Oceanic whitetip shark Family: CARCHARHINIDAE
Local Name: Feemiyaru, Feeboamiyaru Order: Carcharhiniformes
Size: Max. possibly 3.9m Specimen: MRS/P0313/88

Distinctive Characters: A large, stocky shark. Snout short and broadly rounded. Teeth in upper jaw broad,
triangularandserrated.First dorsalfin very large andbroadly rounded.Pectoralfins very long androunded.
Ridgebetween dorsals.

Colour: Greyabove,palebelow. Tips of first dorsal,pectoralsand lowerlobe of caudal white.Black
markingson posteriorfins particularly noticeablein young.

Habitat and Biology: Occurs in oceanicwaters but also occasionallyin coastalwaters.An apparently
sluggish speciesoften accompaniedby pilot fishes. Feedsmainly on fishes and squids.Viviparous with
yolk-sacplacenta;number of litter1 to 15 with largerfemaleshaving larger litters.

Distribution: Circumtropical.

Remarks:Carcharhinus longimanusis a commonoceanic shark.It is readily distinguishedfrom other
white-tippedsharksby its large roundedfins. A potentiallydangeroussharkwith a few attackson record,
but normally unlikely to comeinto contact withman.
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Carcharhinus melanopterus (Qouy andGaimard,1824)

English Name: Blacktip reefshark Family: CARCHARHINIDAE
Local Name: Uraha kalhu miyaru, Falhu miyaru Order: Carcharhiniformes
Size: Max. 1.8 m

Distinctive Characters: Snout short androunded, Teethin upperjaw serrated,with narrow angledpoints.
Seconddorsalfin high, its baselessthan twice its height.No ridge betweendorsalfins.

Colour: Paleyellow brown. Fins with blacktips. A conspicuouspale bandon flank.

Habitat and Biology: Occurs inshore on continental and insular shelves;prefersshallow water on and
around coralreefs to depthsof 30 m or less. Feedson small fishes and cephalopods.Viviparous with
yolk-sacplacenta;number ofyoungper litter2 to 4, usually 4.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Carcharhinus melanopterusis a shallow water species,and so is seenby snorkellersand
beachwalkersmore commonlythan any othershark. It is also taken morefrequently by gill nets set in
lagoonsthan other sharkspecies.In the Pacific there have beensome casesof attackson lower limb of
peoplewading inshallows.One individual was takenby R.V. Farumas’nearK. Ihuru.
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Carcharhinus sorrah (Valenciennes,1839)
PLATE lb

English Name: Spottail shark Family: CARCHARHINIDAE
Local Name: Dhon miyaru Order: Carcharhiniformes
Size: Max.about1.6 m or more Specimen:MRS/P0318/88

Distinctive Characters:Snoutmoderatelylong andpointed. Upperteeth serrated,triangularand angled
posteriorly.Anterior nasal flapswith a short slender,narrow lobe, Seconddorsalfin low with long free
margin; lengthof base morethan twice fin height.Ridgebetweendorsal fins.

Colour: Palegrey. Black spoton lowercaudallobe, alsoon seconddorsaland pectoraltips. A conspicuous
white bandon flank.

HabitatandBiology: Occursin inshore andsometimesoffshorewaters;often found aroundcoral reefs,at
depthsup to 140 m. Feedson small bonyfishes and cephalopods.Viviparous, with a yolk-sacplacenta;
number ofyoung3 to 6 per litter.

Distribution: Indo-WestPacific.

Remarks:Carcharhinus sorrahis notseenveryoften in Maldives.But individualsare occasionallycaught
inor neartheatolls whilehandlining at night. Thisspeciesappearsto live nearthebottom andits noticeably
palecolourationmay be ausefulcamouflageon sandy bottoms.
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Galeocerdocuvier (PeronandLeSueur,1822)
����� ��

EnglishName: Tiger shark Family: CARCHARHINIDAE
Local Name: Femunumiyaru Order: Carcharhiniformes
Size: Max.7.4 mor more Specimen: MRS/P03l4/88

Distinctive Characters:Body large and fairlystout.Short,blunt snout.Forepartsstout,buthindpartsmore
slender,Low keelon eithersideof caudalpeduncle.Distinctive teeth(seeillustration). Upper labialfurrows
very long extending tofront of eyes.Spiracle present.

Colour: Grey. Dark spotsand stripeson sideswhichfade with growth.

HabitatandBiology: Occursin inshore,aswell as offshorewaters,nearthe surfaceand bottom. Avoracious
indiscriminatepredator feedingon all kinds of fish, marine mammals, turtles, sea birds, sea snakes,
cephalopods,molluscsand crustaceans,as well as carrion and garbage.Ovoviviparous;size of litters very
large, 10 to 82, This speciesmay matureat between4 to 6 yearsold.

Distribution: Circumtropical.

Remarks:Ga/eocerdocuvier is one of the mostdangeroussharks.It attacks divers,swimmersand even
boats.Certainly the tiger sharkhas theworst reputationas a man eater amongsttropical sharks.
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Loxodon macrorhinus Muller andHenle, 1839

English Name: Sliteyeshark Family: CARCHARHINIDAE
Local Name: Hikandhi thun miyaru Order: Carcharhiniformes
Size: Max. about 95 cm Specimen:MRS/P0330/88

DistinctiveCharacters:A small,slendershark.Snoutlongandfairly pointed.Largeeyes withcharacteristic
posterior notch.Origin of second dorsalfin aboveendof analfin. Pectoralssmall. Usuallyno ridgebetween
dorsalsbutpreanalridgespresent.

Colour: Greyish to brownish without a prominent colour pattern.

Habitat and Biology: Occursin tropical, coastal,clearwaters,nearthe surfaceandbottom; at depthsfrom
7 to 80 m. Feedson small bonyfishes,crustaceansandcephalopods.Viviparous,with a yolk-sacplacenta;
numberof young 2-4 perlitter.

Distribution: Indo-West Pacific.

Remarks: Loxodonmacrorhinusappearsto becommonin atoll basins.Not usedin Maldives.This species
is of commercialimportance insomeotherareasas food especially insouthernIndia. Harmless topeople.
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Negaprionacutidens (Ruppell, 1837)

English Name: Sicklefin lemon shark Family: CARCHARHINIDAE
Local Name: Falhu femunu Order: Carcharhiniformes
Size: Max. 3.1 m Specimen: MRS/0375/92

Distinctive Characters:A largestocky shark with broadshort snout, Large,pointed fins; seconddorsal
nearlyas largeas first. Teethnarrow and smoothedged,but fine serrationspresenton upperteethof large
individuals.

Colour: Generallyyellowish brown,palerbelow, with plain fins.

Habitat and Biology: Occursin shallow inshoreand offshorewatersnear the bottom.Often aroundcoral
reefsand sandyplateausnearcoralat depthsdown to at least30 m, Feedson bottom dwelling bony fishes
including porcupinefishesand sting rays.Viviparous, 1-13 pups perlitter.

Distribution: Indo-Westand centralPacific.

Remarks: Negaprionacutidensis notparticularlycommonin the Maldives. It is prized by fishermenas it
yield meat,fine looking jaws, and large fins. Potentially aggressiveanddangerousif provoked,as the
Dhivehi namesuggests(‘Falhufemunu’meanslagoontiger shark).
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Prionaceglauca (Linnaeus,1758)

English Name: Blue shark Family: CARCHARHINIDAE
Local Name: Andhun miyaru Order: Carcharhiniformes
Size: Max.3.8m Specimen: MRS/P0315/88

Distinctive Characters: A slender shark with long snout and long pointed pectorals. No spiracles.Baseof
first dorsalcloserto pelvic thanpectoral origins. Weak keel on either sidesof caudal peduncle.

Colour: Deepblue above,pale below.

Habitat and Biology: Oceanic,epipelagic,from the surfaceto at least 220 m depth.It prefers relatively
cool water at7°Cto 16°C,but can tolerate warmerwaters. Feedson bony fishes, smallsharks, squids,
pelagiccrustaceansand occasionally seabirds andcarrion. Viviparous,with a yolk-sacplacenta; numberof
young 4 to 135 perlitter.

Distribution: Circumglobalin temperateand tropical waters.

Remarks: Prionaceglauca is probablythe widest ranging chondrichthyian,but it is not verycommonin
the Maldives. It is known to undertake longdistanceof migrationsand show somedegreeof sexual
segregation.95% of blue sharksin Maldivian watersaremales.A dangeroussharkwith severalattackson
peopleandboatson record.
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Sphyrna lewini (Griffith andSmith, 1834)

EnglishName: Scallopedhammerhead Family: CARCHARHINIDAE
Local Name: Kaaligandumiyaru Order: Carcharhiniformes
Size: Max.4.2 m Specimen:MRS/P0317/88

DistinctiveCharacters:Headhammer-shaped.Broad ‘hammer’ head,with medianand lateralindentations.
First dorsal origin slightly behind pectoral insertion.Posteriormargin of eye roughly level with front of
mouth, Margin of pelvic fins nearlystraight.

Colour: Greybrown above,white below.

Habitat and Biology: Offshore, oceanic,but comescloserto continentaledge and occasionally enters
enclosedbays.Young form largetrue schoolsbut adults mainlysolitaryor in pairs.Feedson pelagicfishes,
crustaceansand cephalopods. Viviparous;number ofyoung 15 to 31 per litter.

Distribution: Circumtropical.

Remarks:There are possibly threespeciesof hammerheadswhich occur in the Maldives. But Sphyrna
lewini is the only onethat has beendefinitely recorded andconfirmed from here to date. Large schools
observedby diversnearA. Rasdhooanda few othersites.Previouslyrecorded underthe family Sphymidae.
Potentially dangerousto people.
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Triaenodon obesus (Ruppell, 1837)

EnglishName: Whitetip reef shark Family: CARCHARHINIDAE
Local Name: Olhufathi miyaru Order: Carcharhiniformes
Size: Commonto 1.6 m; max, 2.1 m

Distinctive Characters:Body relatively slender. Snout broadand short - shorterthan width of mouth.
Threepointed teeth.Baseof first dorsalfin closer topelvics than pectorals.Seconddorsal fin large, its
height over halfthat of first dorsalfin.

Colour: Greyishbrown above,palebelow.White tips to first dorsaland uppercaudallobe.

Habitatand Biology: Occursin coastal clearwaters,usually in and around coralreefsat depthsdown toat
least330 m. Feedson wide variety ofreeffishes, butalsocephalopodsand largecrustaceans.Viviparous,
with 1 to 5 youngper litter(commonly2 or 3).

Distribution: Indo-Pacificand Eastern Pacific.

Remarks:Triaenodonohesusis one of the most commonof Maldivian sharks. It is commonlyseenby
divers, oftenrestingon bottom. Mostactive at night. Previouslyrecordedunderthe family Hemigaleidae.
Sevenindividualsare takenby R.V. ‘Farumas’in North Male’ Atoll.
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Odontaspisferox(Risso, 1810)

EnglishName: Small tooth sandtiger shark Family: ODONTASPIDIDAE
Local Name: Theyo miyaru, Meedhaamiyaru Order: Lamniformes
Size: Max.3.6 m Specimen:MRS/0402/92

Distinctive Characters:A large, bulkyshark. Snout moderatelyelongatedand roundly conical. Eyes
moderatelylarge. Distinctive, long, narrow sharp teethwith 2 cuspletson each side.Typically 4
(sometimes3) rows of small teethon eachsideof upperjaw betweenlargeanteriorand lateralteeth.

Colour: Grey; palebelow.May be spotted.

Habitat and Biology: Occurs in deep continental and insular shelves and upper slopesat depths of
13-420 m. Feedson small bonyfishes,squidsandshrimps.Takes smallerand possiblyless activeprey.
Reproductionis unknownin this speciesbut presumablyovoviviparous.

Distribution: Temperate andtropical waters.

Remarks:Odontaspisferoxis sometimescaughtby bottom-setgillnets laid down at thereefslopes.More
commonlyit is caughtby deep vertical long linesset outsidethe atolls for spiny dogfish (‘kashi mivaru
keyolhukan’). Its Dhivehi namesincludes Theyomiyaru’ (oil shark,on accountof its large liver)and
‘Meedhaamiyaru’ (rat shark,on accountof its appearance).Not implicatedin attackson people.
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Alopiassuperciliosus (Lowe, 1839)

English Name: Bigeye threshershark Family: ALOPITDAE
LocalName: Loabodukandi miyaru Order: Lamniformes
Size: Max.4.6m

Distinctive Characters: A large shark, with enormousuppercaudallobe,roughly equal tothe lengthof the
rest of theshark,Deepgrooveon eachside of the nape;profile of headdistinctly intendedovereyes. Eyes
very large,extendingontodorsalsurface ofhead.First dorsalfin much larger thansecond.

Colour: Purplish-greyabove, lighterbelow.Light ventralcolourationnotextending overpectoralfin bases.

Habitat and Biology: Oceanic,in depthsto 500 m. Feedson pelagic andbenthicfishes,also on squids.
Ovoviviparous,with uterinecanibalism,number ofyoungusually2 per litterbutsometimesup to 4.

Distribution: Circumglobalin warm seas.

Remarks: Alopias supcrciliosusis readily distinguishedfrom the other speciesof threshersharksby its
peculiarheadshape.It was first recordedfrom Maldivesby USSRresearchvessels(Gubanov,1978).

24
<<



Alopiasvulpinus (Bonnaterre,1788)

EnglishName: Threshershark Family: ALOPIIDAE
Local Name: Kandi miyaru Order: Lamniformes
Size: Max. 5.5 m or more

Distinctive Characters: A largeshark,with enormousuppercaudallobe, at leastaslongasrestof shark. No
grooveson nape;profile of head notindented.Eyesmoderately large andextendingonto dorsalsurface of
head.First dorsalfin much largerthan second,and locatedjust behind pectoral fin insertions.

Colour: Dark aboveand abruptly white below, Whiteareaextendsover pectoralfin bases.

Habitat and Biology: Coastaloverthe continentaland insular shelvesandepipelagicfar from land.Young
often closeinshore.Feedsmainly on schooling fishes, butalso on cephalopodsand pelagiccrustaceans.
Ovoviviparousand apparentlya uterinecanibal,number ofyoung 2-4 perlitter.

Distribution: Circumglobal in warm seas.

Remarks:Alopias vulpinuswas first recordedfrom Maldivian offshorewatersby USSRresearch vessels.
(Gubanov,1978).It occursregularlyin offshoresharklongline catches, andis also on veryrare occasions
seenby diversnear the atolls.
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Isurus oxyrinchus Rafinesque,1809

EnglishName: Shortfin mako Family: LAMNIDAE
LocalName: Woshimasmiyaru Order: Lamniformes
Size: Commonto 2 m; max.4m Specimen: MRS/P0310/88

Distinctive Characters: Bodymoderatelyslender. Conicalpointedsnout.Caudalfin lunate. Caudalpeduncle
extremely broad andwell developed.Pectoralfins distinctly shorterthan head.

Colour: Darkblue-greyabove,white below.

Habitat and Biology: Oceanicandcoastal,usuallyin surface watersdownto 152 m. Feedson schoolingfish,
using its slender andsharply pointedteeth. Also attacks sharksand billfishes. Ovoviviparous without
yolk-sacplacenta,numberof pups per litter2 to 16.

Distribution: Temperateandtropicalwaters.

Remarks:Isurusoxyrinchusis anextremelyfast andpowerful shark,asits noticeablybroadcaudalpeduncle
suggests.It is apotentiallydangerousshark.Thelongfin mako(I. paucusGuitarManday,1966)is verysimilar
in appearance buthasablunter snoutandpectoralfins longerthan thehead;it probablyoccursin Maldivian
waters but has notyet beenrecorded.
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Hepiranchiasperlo (Bonnaterre,1788)

EnglishName: Sharpnosesevengill shark Family: HEXANCHIDAE
LocalName: Thundhigumadumiyaru Order: Hexanchiformes
Size: Max. l.4m

Distinctive Characters: Headwith 7 gill slits.Headand snout verynarrow.Eyesvery large.Single dorsalfin.
Largecomb-like lowerteeth,their inneredgeswith afew short cuspletsbut no serrations.

Colour: Dark.Black tips todorsalanduppercaudal,especially prominentin young ones.

Habitat and Biology: Benthic, on the continentaland insular shelvesand upperslopes.Depths usually
between27-720m. But sometimes in shallowerwatercloseinshoreanddown to 1000 m.Ovoviviparous,
numberof young9 to 20perlitter.

Distribution: Widespread in temperateandtropical waters.

Remarks: Onespecimenof Heptranchiasperlo(4.2 kg) wascaughtby bottomtrawl in 240m near A.Thoddo
on22.8.83by theNorwegianresearchvesselDr. ‘FridtjofNansen’.Reportedby Stromme (1983).
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Hexanchusgriseus (Bonnaterre,1788)

English Name: Bluntnosesixgill shark Family: HEXANCHIDAE
Local Name: Madu miyaru Order: Hexanchiformes
Size: Max.4.8m

Distinctive Characters: A large, heavy bodiedshark with six gill slits.Smalleyes.Broadheadwith rounded
snout. Single dorsalfin. Six rows ofcomb-liketeeth oneachsideoflowerjaw, eachwith inner edgeserrated.

Colour: Usually dark grey.

Habitat and Biology: Benthic or pelagic, on the continental and insular shelvesand upperslopes. Depths
from surface to at least1875 m.Young often closeinshore. Adults in deeperwater below 91 m. Feeds on a
wide range ofmarine organismsincluding other sharks, rays,bony fishesand carrion. Ovoviviparous,liters
very large, 22-108.

Distribution: Widespreadin temperate and tropical waters.

Remarks: Hexanchusgriscus is commonly‘caughtin the fishery for deepwater spinydogfish, ‘kashimiyaru
keyolhukan’. The liver of ‘Madu miyaru’ was prized for making oil for treating woodendhonis, so this
specieswas in earlier times subject to a specialisedfishery: ‘madu miyaru keyolhukan’. A photo of a
Maldivian specimenis given in Andersonand Ahmed(1993,p.53).
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Dalatias licha (Bonnaterre,1788)

English Name: Kitefin shark Family: DALATIIDAE
Local Name: Kashi neiy miyaru Order: Squaliformes
Size: To 1 .6 m, perhapsmore. Specimen: MRS/0397/92

Distinctive Characters: No spines on dorsal fin. First dorsal fin closer to pectoralsthan pelvics. Second
dorsalfin slightly larger than first. Lips verythick and fringed withpleatsandgrooves.Upper teethsmall
and needle-like withoutcusplets.Lower teethbroadandoverlapping, withsingulartriangularserratedcusps.

Colour: Dark grey orbrown.

HabitatandBiology: Occursin continentaland insularshelvesofdepthsfrom 37 to 1800 m,usually below
200 m. Feedsprimarily on deepwater bonyfishes, crustaceansand cephalopods.Developmentis
ovoviviparous, with littersof 10 to 16 young.

Distribution: Probablywidespreadin temperate andtropical waters.

Remarks: Dalatias licha is a deepwater shark andit appears tobe rare in Maldives. Theset of jaws on
which this recordis based was takenby a fishermanon L. Esdhoo.This species was previouslyrecorded
underthe family Squalidae.
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Amblygasterleiogaster(Valenciennes,1847)

English Name: Smoothbellysardinella Family: CLUPEIDAE
Local Name: Maarehi Order: Clupeiformes
Size: Commonto 15 cm; max.23 cm Specimen: MRS/0492/97

Distinctive Characters:Body moderatelyslender,belly ratherrounded,scutesnotprominent.31-35lower
gill rakerson first gill arch. Pelvic fin with 8 rays. Last two analfin raysenlarged.Fronto-parietalbones
(on top ofhead)with 7-14 striations.Upperandlowerbulgeson supramaxillary bonesymmetrical.

Colour: Back blue-green,flanks silveryandwithout spots.Dorsalfin dusky.

Habitat and Biology: Pelagic and usually inshore,forms schools in shallowcoastal waters.

Distribution: Indo-West Pacific.

Remarks: Arnhlvgaster leiogasterdoes not appearto be especiallycommonin the Maldives,sincethis is the
first recordof its occurrencehere. However,this may be due to the factthat it is not caughtby the fishing
gearsnormally used here.The specimenreportedhere was takenduring experimentalfishing carriedby
Marine ResearchSectionusinggillnets on 25th April 1996.
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Herklotsichthys quadrimaculatus(Ruppell, 1837)

English Name: Bluestripeherring Family: CLUPEIDAE
Local Name: Gumbalha Order: Clupeiformes
Size: Max. 14 cm Specimen:MRS/0033/86

Distinctive Characters:Dorsal fin with 17-20 rays. Anal finwith 17-19 rays. Pectoralfin with
15-16rays. Body depth3.3-5.5 instandardlength.Fusiformandmoderatelyslenderbody.Belly witha distinct
scutes.Top of head with fewfronto-parietalstriae, a broad wing-like scalesalmost hiddenbeneaththe
overlappingpredorsalscales.

Colour: Back bluish green withoutspots. Flanks silvery with an electric blueline precededby two
orangespots.

Habitat and Biology: In daytimeforms denseschoolsin shallow lagoons.During night timemovesinto
deeperwater. Feedson zooplanktonmainlyat night.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Herklorsichthysquadrirnaculatusforms large daytime schools in shallow lagoons,often in
associationwith schoolsof Bigeye scad. Previously recordedas Sardenellamelanurain the Catalogueof
Fishesof theMaldives,Vol. 1, page52. Sometimesusedaslivebait in the tuna fishery.
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Spratelloidesdelicatulus (Bennett,1831)

English Name: Blue sprat Family: CLUPEIDAE
Local Name: Hondeli Order: Clupeiformes
Size: Max. 7 cm Specimen: MRS/0034/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 11-13rays. Anal fin with 10or 11 rays. Pectoral fin with 11-13rays.
Slender,subcylindricalbody. Pectoralfin shorterthan snoutand eyetogether. Dorsal fin at mid body of fish.
Pelvic fin below thebase ofdorsal fin. Anal fin near the caudal,belly smooth.Body coveredwith thin.
delicatescales.

Colour: Dark bluish on back, sidesandbelly silvery. Finshyaline.

Habitat and Biology: Pelagicand usually inshore,occursin largeschools withinthe atolls.

Distribution: lndo-Pacific.

Remarks: Spratclloidesdelicatulus is widely usedbait for pole and line tuna fishing in the Maldives. It
does,however,appearto be much commonerin the southof the country than in thecenterandnorth.
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Spratelloidesgracilis (Temminck andSchiegel,1846)

EnglishName: Silver sprat Family: CLUPEIDAE
Local Name: Rehi Order: Clupeiformes
Size: Max. 9.5 cm Specimen: MRS/0031/86

Distinctive Characters: Slenderbody. Pectoral fin short and is slightly shorter than eyeand snouttogether.
Body coveredwith thin, comparatively largescales,Headscale-less.Belly without scutes.

Colour: Dark blue dorsally,silvery white ventrally. A very distinct silvery lateralband fromoperculum
extends to the baseof caudal fin.

Habitat and Biology: Pelagicand usually inshore,occursin largeschoolswithin the atolls.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Spratelloidesgraci/is is one of the mostwidely usedbait for pole andline tuna fishing andit is
very muchpreferredoverotherspeciesof bait in the Maldives.On theeasternsideof Maldivesit is commonest
during thesouthwestmonsoon,while onthe western sideit iscommonestduring thenortheast monsoon.This
specieswaspreviouslyrecordedasS. japonicus.
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Plotosus lineatus (Thunberg, 1787)

EnglishName: Stripedeel-catfish Family: PLOTOSIDAE
Local Name: E-ahttehi Order: Siluriformes
Size: Max. 32 cm Specimen: MRS/0061/86

Distinctive Characters: First dorsal fin with 1 spineand 4 rays.Total seconddorsal-caudal-analwith
139-200rays. Pectoralfin with 1 spineand 9-13 rays.Pelvic fin with 10-13rays.Elongatedeel like fish. 4
pairsof barbelson head.First dorsal fin short with strongly ossifiedfirst spine. Anal, caudal and second
dorsalfin becoming onecontinuousfin. Total gill rakers22-32.

Colour: Brown dorsally, white ventrally. Threewhitestripeson body. Two extendedfrom snoutto caudal
peduncle.Onefrom belly to caudal peduncle.

Habitat and Biology: Found on reefs, alongopen coasts,in estuariesand tidal pools. Juvenilesformdense
aggregations.Feedson small crustaceans,molluscsand fishes.

Distribution: Indo-West Pacific.

Remarks: The sharpdorsalandpectoralspinesof Plotosus/ineatusare extremelyvenomous.P. angularis
(Bloch) is a synonym.Not commonin Maldives, butmostoftenseenin lagoons.
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Alepisaurusferox Lowe, 1833

English Name: Longsnout lancetfish Family: ALEPISAURIDAE
Local Name: Fangadu tholhi Order: Aulopiformes
Size: Max.2 m

Distinctive Characters:Dorsalfin 32-45rays. Analfin 13-18rays. Pectoralfin 12-15rays. Pelvic fin 8-10
rays.No spineson fins. Elongate,compressedbody. Large,sail-like first dorsaloriginatingaboveorbehind
posteriormargin of operculum.Seconddorsalsmallandrubbery.Mouth very largewith 3 fangsdescending
from roof. Caudalfin forked.

Colour: Dull brown. No white spotson dorsal fin membrane.Eyesturquoise.

Habitat and Biology: Found at moderate depths in oceanic waters.

Distribution: Circumglobal.

Remarks: Alepisaurustferoxis occasionallyseenby Maldivian fishermensomeof whom sayit is thejuvenile
sailfish. Oneindividualof this species(93 cm in standardlength) was takenby longline from the Ministry
of Fisheries researchvessel’Miyavaali’ on 26.2.85about120 miles ENE of Male.
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Antennarius coccineus (Cuvier, 1831)

English Name: Scarletfrogfish, Freckledangler Family: ANTENNARIIDAE
Local Name: Kula bohmas Order: Lophiiformes
Size: Max. 13 cm Specimen:MRS/U 188/88

Distinctive Characters:First dorsalfin spine free andmodified as a lure. Secondand thirddorsalfin also
free from the rest of the fins, well developedand coveredby skin. Dorsal rays 12-13. Pectoralfin lobe
elongate,leg-like. Gill opening restrictedto asmallporelocated behindand belowpectoralfin base,Caudal
peduncleabsent (dorsalandanal fin joined tobaseof caudalfin).

Colour: Highly variable.Often red or yellowish brownmottledand spottedwith different colours.

Habitat and Biology: Mostly benthic,coastalandsurface watersto a depth of 100 m. Use their luring
apparatusto attractfish andcrustaceanson which they feed.

Distribution: lndo-Pacificeastwardto the Americas.

Remarks:Antennariuscoccineusis one of the mastersof camouflage.Although it is not rare,divers can
rarely seeit because ofits camouflageand infrequent movements.
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Antennariuscommersonii (Latreille, 1804)

EnglishName: Commerson’sfrogfish, Giant angler Family: ANTENNARIIDAE
Local Name: Maa hohmas Order: Lophiiformes
Size: Max,38 cm Specimen:MRS/U 180/88

DistinctiveCharacters:Dorsal fiti with 3 spines(whicharewell separatedfrom one another),and 12 - 13
rays. First dorsalspineconsiderablylonger than the second whichis curved posteriorly.Anal fin with 8
rays. Pectoralfin 10-1 I rays. Skin joining seconddorsal spine to headthick and denselyspinulose.Gill
opening restrictedto apore. Caudalpeduncledistinct.

Colour: Highly variable. Groundcolour maybered, orange, yellow,greenish,brown or black. A yellow
one can changeto red in threeweeks.

HabitatandBiology: Mostly benthic,coastaland surfacewatersto adepthof lOOm. Luresitsprey(usually
fishes)nea novementsof its specializedfirst dorsal spine.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific and EasternPacific.

Remarks: Antennariuscommersonu,like other frogfishes(or allolers) is highly camaflouged.It is larger
than most other frogfishes.
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Histrio histrio (Linnaeus,1758)

English Name: Sargassumfrogfish Family: ANTENNARIIDAE
Local Name: Huifathu bohmas Order: Lophiiformes
Size: Max. 19 cm Specimen: MRS/U 179/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with three spines which areseparatedfrom oneanother. Analfin with
7-8 rays.Pectoralrays9-Il, Skin naked(smooth),often with membranousfilamentsor flaps.Pectoralfin
with narrow limb-like base.

Colour: Colour and colourpatternshighly variable.Generallymottled green,brown, effectively blending
with the floating Sargassamweed.

Habitat and Biology: Pelagic.Usually found clinging on floating Sargassaniweed.

Distribution: Indo-WestPacific andtropical Atlantic.

Remarks:Unlike otherfrogfishes,Histrio histrio is a pelagicspecies.In the Maldives,periodspatches of
floating sargassum canbe found off the easterncoastduring the calm weather ofthe northeastmonsoon.
Closeinspectionof suchweedswill oftenrevealoneor two tiny histrio.

38
<<



Atherinomorus lacunosus (Forster, 1801)

English Name: Hardyhead silverside Family: ATHERINIDAE
Local Name: Hithiboa Order: Atheriniformes
Size: Max. 15 cm Specimen: MRS/0486/97

Distinctive Characters:Distalend of upper jawextending backwardto verticalthrough anteriorborder of
pupil. Dentaryboneslopingupwardandbackward,butneverelevatedposteriorly.Anterioredgeof preopercle
with a distinct notch above angle.Midlateral scalecount 39-44.

Colour: Greenish-greyon back, the scale edgesdusky. A silvery stripe on side, its upperedgewith an
iridescentblue line. Livefish translucent.

Habitat and Biology: Occurs in largestationeryschoolsnearthe shore during the day. Feedsmostly at
nighton planktoniceggs,crustaceansand small fish.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Atherino,noruslacunosusis oneof thetwo silversidespeciesthat aresometimesusedas live bait
by Maldivian tuna fishermen.Although it gives a good initial chumming response,the tunassoon stop
feeding.The reasonfor this appearsto be the silversidestoughscales andbony body,which the tunasfind
indigestible.As a result,many tuna fishermenopposethe usedof silversidesas bait.
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Hypoatherinatemminckii (Bleeker, 1853)

English Name: Samoansilverside Family: ATHERINIDAE
Local Name: Thaavalha Order: Atheriniformes
Size: Commonto 7 cm; max. Il cm Specimen: MRS/0026/86

Distinctive Characters:Premaxillarybonewith long and slender ascendingprocess.lateral processshort
andwide. Dentarybonehighlyelevatedposteriorly.2 1-25 gill rakerson lower limb of first gill arch. Pectoral
fin with 14-18rays.

Colour: Greenishabove,thin midlateral stripeandabdomensilvery. Usuallyuppersurfaceof headdark.
Fin basesdusky.

Habitat and Biology: Occurs in large schoolsnear theshoreduring the day,moving out to openwaterto
feed at night.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Hvpoatherinatemminckiiiis occasionallyused asbait.TheDhivehiname’Keravalha’ is sometimes
usedby fishermenfor small atherinids. PreviouslyrecordedasAl/enettaharnesi in the Catalogueof Fishes
of the Maldives Vol. 1, page24.
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Exocoetus monocirrhusRichardson,1846

English Name: Barbel flyingfish Family: EXOCOETIDAE
LocalName: Naruvaafuihangi Order: Beloniformes
Size: Max. 20cm Specimen: MRS/0018/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 13 or 14rays. Analfin with 12-14rays.Their basesopposite toeach
other. Pelvic fins short, closer tothe pectoralfin origin than to analfin origin. Pectoralfin strikingly long,
wing-like. Gill rakerson the first gill arch 2 1-29. Elongatedbody, its depth usually greaterthan 20%of
standardlength. Usually 7 transverserows of scales between dorsalfin origin and lateralline. Juveniles
humpbackedwith a singlechin barbelandwith black pelvicfins.

Colour: Darkbluish above,silvery-whitebelow. Dorsaland pelvicfins greyish.

Habitat and Biology: Pelagic;openocean waters. Feedsmainlyonplanktonicorganisms.

Distribution: Indo-WestPacific.

Remarks: Like other flying fishes,Exocoetus nionocirrhusis capableof leapingout ofthe waterandgliding
for longdistancesabovethe surface.It doesthis to escapefrom predatorssuchas tunasand dolphin fishes.
In this andotherspecies,the lowerlobe of caudalfin is elongated andstrengthened;it can bedroppeddown
in to the seasurfacewhen flying, andbeatento given an extra boost offlight.
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Exocoetusvolitans Linnaeus,1758

English Name: Tropical two-wing flyingfish Family: EXOCOETIDAE
LocalName: Hiki fuihangi Order: Beloniformes
Size: Max. 18cm Specimen: MRS/0434/93

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 13-15 rays. Analfin with 13 or 14 rays.Theirbasesopposite.Pelvic
fins short.Pectoralfin strikingly long, 70-75%of standardlength.Gill rakerson the first gill arch29-37.Body
elongate,thick andsomewhat flattenedventrally; itsdepth usuallylessthan 19% of standardlength.Usually
6 transverserowsof scales betweendorsalfin origin and lateralline.

Colour: Body dark, iridescentblue dorsally,silvery white ventrally.Pectoralandcaudalfins greyish, other
fins unpigmented.Juvenilessometimeswith blackbars.

Habitat andBiology: Pelagic,openocean waters. Feedsmainlyonplanktonic organisms.

Distribution:Circumtropical.

Remarks:Like otherflying fishes,Exocoetusvo/itans is capableof leapingout ofthe waterandgliding for
longdistancesabovethe surface.Theseasonaldistribution of flying fishesin the Maldivian watersare not
well known. However, this speciesin known to occur in hugenumbersoff Foah Mulaku every year in
November- December,whenthey arepreyeduponby yellowfin tunasandfrigatebirds.
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Myripristis adusta Bleeker, 1853

English Name: Shadowfin soldierfish Family: HOLOCENTRIDAE
Local Name: Hiyani dhanbodu Order: Beryciformes
Size: Common to 25 cm; max. 32 cm Specimen: MRS/0322/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 10 spines,followed by I spineand 14-16 rays. Anal fin with 4
spinesand12-14 rays. Pectoralfin with 15-16rays. Body depth2.1-2.6 in standardlength. Body oblong.
innerpectoral axil nakedexcept for one(rarely two) moderatescaleson lowerhalf.

Colour: Silvery,suffused with palesalmon,distinctive blackblotcheson soft dorsal, analand caudalfins.
Spiny dorsalblackexceptfor clearstripe in the middle. Head dark.

Habitat and Biology: Prefers shallowwatersaroundcoral reefsto depthsof 30 m. Hides in cavesduring
the day. Soldierfishesfeedsat nightmainly on the largerzooplankton.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Myripristis adusta is the largest speciesof the genus.Its size anddistinctive colourationmakes
this speciesrelatively easy toidentify. Commonin Maldives.
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Myripristis berndti Jordanand Evermann,1903

English Name: Blotcheyesoldierfish Family: HOLOCENTRIDAE
Local Name: Kothari reendhoodhanbodu Order: Beryciformes
Size: Common to 22 cm; max. 30 cm Specimen: MRS/0323/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 10 spines,followed by 1 spineand 13-15 rays. Anal fin with 4
spinesand 11-13 rays. Pectoralfin with 15 rays, pelvic fin with I spineand7 rays. Bodydepth2.3-2.6 in
standardlength.Bodyoblong.Lower jaw of adults prominently projecting when mouthclosed;a singlepair
of tooth patchesat front of lower jaw.Lateral line scales28-31.

Colour: Silvery pink; a broadzoneof orange-yellowon outer part of spinydorsalfin. Leadingedges ofsoft
dorsal,caudaland pelvic fins white. Centresof scales silverypink to paleyellowish; edgesred.

Habitat and Biology: Prefersshallowwaters(usuallydepthsof 3-15m) aroundcoralreefsor rockybottoms
which may be exposed tosurge. Hidesin cavesduring the day.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Mvripristis berndti is most likely to be confusedwith M. rnurdjan, but the two speciescanbe
seperatedon the colouration of theirspiny dorsal fins. M. herndti has an orange-red spinydorsallike
M. kuntee.Thesetwo speciescan heseperatedon lateralline scalecounts.Thestronglyprojectinglower jaw
is a particularly helpfulcharacter foridentification.
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Myripristis kuntee Cuvier, 1831

English Name: Shoulderbar soldierfish Family: HOLOCENTRIDAE
Local Name: Fahdhemi dhanbodu Order: Beryciformes
Size: Commonto 16 cm; max. 20 cm Specimen: MRS/0195/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsalfin with 10 spines,followed by 1 spineand 15-17rays. Analfin with 4
spines and14-16rays. Pectoralfin with 15 rays.Body depth2.2-2.9 in standardlength.Body oblong. Third
anal spineshorterthan fourth. Small scales; lateralline scales37-44.

Colour: Light red. Darkred-brownbar across topof gill openingto pectoralaxil. Spiny dorsalorange.All
fins with white leadingedges; redpigmentconcentratedat tips of soft dorsal,analand caudalfins.

Habitat and Biology: Occursin shallowwatersaround coralreefsto depthsof 10 m. Nocturnal.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Myripristis kuntee is apparentlyclosely relatedto M. pralinia. However,M. kunteehasa broad
rectangular dark barrunning from the upper edge ofthe gill openingto the axil of the pectoral,while the
shoulderbar is more restrictedin M. pralinia.
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Myripristis melanosticta Bleeker, 1863

English Name: Blacktip soldierfish Family: HOLOCENTRIDAE
Local Name: Kalhu kothari dhanbodu Order: Beryciformes
Size: Common to 24 cm; max. 30 cm Specimen: MRS/0326/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 10 spines,followed by 1 spine and 13-15 rays. Anal fin with
4 spinesand 11-12(usually 12) rays. Pectoralfin with 14-15rays.Body depth2.1-2.5 in standardlength.
Total gill rakers32-38. Body oblong. Cornerof preoperciewithout sharp spine.Two pairsof tooth patches.
oneabove theotherat symphysisof lower jaw outsidegape.

Colour: Body palepink. Dark red bar acrossopercularedge.Redpigmenton anteriorpart of headgiving
dark-facedappearance.Softdorsal,analandcaudalfins red, with white leadingedgesand blackblotchesat
tips. Outerpart of spiny dorsalred.

Habitat and Biology: Occurs in moderate,to deepwater,generallymore than25 m. Observedin theshelter
of reefsby day,overopenbottomsat night.

Distribution: lndo-WestPacific.

Remarks: Mvripristis melanostictais a moderatelydeepdweller. It is the secondlargestmemberof the
genusafterM. adusta.
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Myripristis murdjan (Forsskal,1775)

English Name: Pineconesoldierfish Family: HOLOCENTRIDAE
Local Name: Berebedhi dhanbodu Order: Beryciformes
Size: Common to 18 cm; max. 27 cm Specimen: MRS/0327/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 10 spines,followed by 1 spine and 13-15 rays. Anal fin with
4 spines and11-13rays. Pectoralfin with 14-16rays. Body depth2.3-2.5 in standardlength.Body oblong.
Lowerjaw of adultsonly slightly protrudingwhen mouth closed.Numeroussmall scaleson inner pectoral
axil. Third andfourth analspinessubequal.Lateral line scales27-32.

Colour: Head, bodyandfins reddish.Leading edgesof softdorsal,anal,caudal andpelvic fins white. Outer
partof spiny dorsal brightred.

Habitat and Biology: Coral reefspecies foundat depthsof 1-50 m. Hidesin cavesandcrevicesby day.
Sometimesseenin hugeaggregationsswimming far from shelteringreefs.

Distribution: Indo-WestPacific.

Remarks: Mvripristis murdjanis acommonspeciesin the Maldives.It canbedistinguishedfrom M. berndti
by spiny dorsal colourationandM. %‘ittata by scalesize.
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Myripristis pralinia Cuvier, 1829

English Name: Scarlet soldierfish Family: HOLOCENTRIDAE
Local Name: Ali dhanbodu Order: Beryciformes
Size: Max. 20 cm Specimen: MRS/0l94/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 10 spines,followed by 1 spineand 14-16rays. Anal fin with
4 spines and13-15rays. Pectoralfin with 15 rays.Body oblong.No scaleson inner pectoralaxil, fourthanal
spineslightly longerthanthird. A single pairof tooth patchesatsymphysisof lowerjaw just outsidemouth.
Front of lower jawfitting into a shallownotch in upper jaw.

Colour: Head, body and fins scarlet.Upper part of opercularmembraneblack. Blackblotch on pectoral
axil. No black pigmenton medianfins.

Habitat and Biology: Occurson coralreefsusually at depthslessthan 10 m. Nocturnal.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Myripristis pralinia can be bestidentifiedby the restrictedshoulderbar. Teethon the outsideof
the lower jaw sometimes developedinto conspicuousknob.
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English Name: Violet soldierfish Family: HOLOCENTRIDAE
Local Name: Vailet dhanbodu Order: Beryciformes
Size: Common to 18cm; max. 23 cm Specimen: MRS/0l97/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 10 spines,followed by I spineand 13-16 rays. Anal fin with
4 spinesand 12-14 rays. Pectoralfin with 15 rays. Body oblong. Body depth1.9-2.5 in standardlength.
Small scalesusually presenton inner pectoralaxil. Third andfourth analspinessubequalor fourth slightly
longer. A singlepair of tooth patchesoutsidemouth at front of lower jaw.

Colour: Bluish to reddish-silver, the scaleson backbroadly rimmedin deeppurpleto black, thoseon side
andventral part of body edgedin red. Median finsmainly red without blackpigment.

Habitat and Biology: A coral reefspeciesof shallowwater, particularly in protectedareas.

Distribution: lndo-Pacific.

Remarks: Mvripristis violaceais very easily identifiedbecauseof its distinctivecolouration.Soldierfishes
andsquirelfishesareable to emit soundsboth aswarning signalsandin orderto communicate.

Myripristis violacea Bleeker, 1851
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Myripristis vittata Cuvier, 1831

English Name: Immaculate soldierfish Family: HOLOCENTRIDAE
Local Name: Dhanbodu Order: Beryciformes
Size: Max. 18 cm Specimen: MRS/0l96/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 10 spines, followedby I spineand 13-15rays. Anal fin with 4
spines and11-12rays. Pectoralfin with 15-16rays.Lateral linescales35-40. Third analspinelongerthan
fourth. No scaleson inner pectoralaxil. Single pair of tooth patchesat symphysisof lower jaw just
outside mouth.

Colour: Body orange-red.No darkpigmenton opercularmembrane.Spiny dorsalred butwith whitetips. A
bright red spotat pectoral finbase;pectoralsred, otherfins redwith white leadingedges.

Habitat and Biology: Occursin outerreefareasat depthsgreaterthan 10 m. Nocturnal.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: The small, bright colouredMyripristis l’ittata is oneof thecommonersoldierfishesin theMaldives.
Its colourationis quite similar to that of M. murdjanbut it canbe distinguishedby the presenceof whitetips
to the spiny dorsal,as well as itssmallerbody andscalesize.
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Neoniphon aurolineatus (Liénard, 1839)

English Name: Gold-lined squirrelfish Family: HOLOCENTRIDAE
Local Name: Ranrongu raivenmas Order: Beryciformes
Size: Max. 22 cm Specimen: MRS/0325/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 11 spines and 12-14 rays. Anal fin with 4 spines and 8-9
(usually9) rays. Pectoral fin with 13-15 rays.Lastdorsal spine equal to or slightly shorter than thepenultimate
spineand further from it than the first ray. Lower jaw stronglyprojecting.3½scalerows above lateralline
to baseof mid-dorsal spines. Lateralline scales42-47.

Colour: Silvery pink with severalyellow stripes on body. Spiny dorsal red and white.

Habitat and Biology: Occurs in coral reefs at depths greater than 40 m. Nocturnal.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Of the four speciesof Neoniphonfound in the Maldives,Neoniphonaurolineatusis thedeepest
dwelling. This speciesis known from scatteredinsularlocalities.
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Neoniphonopercularis (Valenciennes,1831)

English Name: Blackfin squirrelfish Family: HOLOCENTRIDAE
Local Name: Kalhu kothari raiverimas Order: Beryciformes
Size: Commonto 23 cm; max. 32 cm Specimen:MRS/0198/88

Distinctive Characters:Dorsal fin with 11 spines and12-14 rays. Anal fin with 4 spines and8-9
(usually 9) rays. Pectoral fin with 13-15 rays. Body depth2.9-3.3 in standardlength. Body moderately
elongate.Lower jaw strongly projecting,last dorsalspine longer than the penultimatespineand further
away fromit than from the first ray. Corner ofpreoperclewith sharpspine.

Colour: Silvery gold with apinkish tinge given by red spoton eachscale.Broad middlezoneof spinuous
portion ofdorsalfin black; baseand tipswhite.

HabitatandBiology: A reefspecies foundin shallowto adepthof 20 m. Nocturnalin habit and shelters
amongthe branches of largestout branching coralsduring the day.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks:Neoniphon opercularisis the largestandperhapsthe commonestspecies ofthe genusin the
Maldives. It is readilydistinguishedfrom otherNeoniphonby the extensiveblackon the dorsal fin.
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Neoniphonsammara (Forsskal,1775)

English Name: Spotfin squirrelfish Family: HOLOCENTRIDAE
Local Name: Raiythiki raiverimas Order: Beryciformes
Size: Common to23 cm; max.28 cm Specimen:MRS/0060/86

Distinctive Characters:Dorsal fin with 11 spinesand 11-13 rays. Anal fin with 4 spinesand 8 rays.
Pectoralfin with 13-15rays.Bodydepth3.0-3.6in standardlength. Moderatelyelongatedbody.Preopercular
spinebroad. Snoutpointed; lowerjaw stronglyprojecting.

Colour: Silvery with reddish-brown horizontallyelongatedspotsforming lines on the body. Lateral line
scaleswith darkerspots.A darkspotatthe front of spinuousdorsalfin. Caudalfin yellowish,withsubmarginal
darkstreakson lobes.

Habitat and Biology: Associatedwith coral reefs,most oftenin shallow watersandlagoons.Feedsat night
on crabsand small fish.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Neoniphonsaniniara is oneof the commonestsquirrelfishesin the Indo-Pacificwaters. Among
the first to leaveshelterwith the adventof darkness forfeeding.Thisspecies waspreviouslyrecorded under
the genusHo/ocentrusin the Catalogueof Fishesof the Maldives,Vol.1, page70.
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Sargocentroncaudimaculatum (Ruppell, 1838)

English Name: Silverspot squirrelfish Family: HOLOCENTRIDAE
Local Name: Asdhaanuraiverimas Order: Beryciformes
Size: Commonto 18 cm; max. 24 cm Specimen:MRS/0192/88

Distinctive Characters:Dorsal fin with 11 spinesand 13-15 (usually 14) rays. Analfin with 4 spinesand
9 rays. Pectoralfin with 13-15 rays. Body depth2.4-2.9 in standard length.5 oblique rows of scaleson
cheek.Lateralline scales 40-43. Dorsalprofile of headslightly convex.Preopercularspine long.Membranes
betweendorsal spinesstronglyincised.

Colour: Red.Silvery white spotsor patchon uppercaudalpeduncle/posterior part ofback.

Habitat and Biology: A common shallow water reefspecies.Nocturnal. Squirrelfishesusually feedson
bottom-dwellingcreaturessuchas shrimps,smallfishesand bristle worms.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Sargocentroncaudimaculaturnis oneof thecommonestsquirrelfishesin theMaldives.Thelarge
preopercularspineof squirrelfishesis venomous.
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Sargocentrondiadema (Lacepède,1801)

EnglishName: Crown squirrelfish Family: HOLOCENTRIDAE
Local Name: Seeturaiverimas Order: Beryciformes
Size: Max. 17 cm Specimen:MRS/0190/88

Distinctive Characters:Dorsal fin with 11 spinesand 13-15 (usually 14) rays. Analfin with 4 spinesand
8-9 rays.Pectoralfin rays13-15 (usually 14).Body depth2.4-2.9 in standardlength.Dorsalprofile of head
slightly convex.Preopercularspine long. Membranesbetweendorsalspinesstrongly incised.

Colour: Red with narrow silvery white stripes.Spinousportion of dorsal fin deep red to nearly black
with a whitish stripe (often disjunct). Silverywhite spots or patchon uppercaudal peduncle/posterior
part ofback.

HabitatandBiology: A coral reefspeciesusually foundin depthsof 2-30m. Occurs in aggregations.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Sargocentrondiadernaappearsto be a relatively commonsquirrelfish. It is probablythe most
abundantred and white strippedspeciesof Sargocentronin the Maldives.
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Sargocentronpunctatissimum (Cuvier, 1829)

English Name: Peppered squirrelfish Family: HOLOCENTRIDAE
Local Name: Raiykothari raiverimas Order: Beryciformes
Size: Max. 16 cm Specimen: MRS/0191/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 11 spines and12-13(usually 13) rays. Analfin with 4 spines and
9 rays. Pectoralfin with 14-16rays.Body depth2.7-3.1 in standardlength. Interorbital width greaterthan
snoutlength.Nasalfossawithout spinules.Preopercularspine abouthalf eyediameter.

Colour: Silvery with slight reddishtinge and bluish iridescenceabove. Scalesusuallyfinely dotted with
black. Caudalfin pale red. Spiny dorsalfin palewith red outermargin.

HabitatandBiology: Occurson rocky shoresand coral reefsexposed towaveaction. Oftenfound in very
shallow waters. Feedson bottom living animals.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks:Sargocentronpunctatissirnumis, like othersquirrelfishes,essentiallynocturnal. It hidesby day
andventuresout to feed at night. S. lacteoguttatumCuvier is a synonym.
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PLATE id

English Name: Sabre squirrelfish Family: HOLOCENTRIDAE
Local Name: Raiverimas Order: Beryciformes
Size: Common to 35 cm; max. 45 cm Specimen: MRS/P0113/87

Distinctive Characters:Dorsal fin with 11 spines and 14-16 rays. Anal fin with 4 spinesand 9-10
(usually 10) rays. Pectoralfin with 14-16rays. Body depth2.4-2.6 in standardlength. Dorsalprofile of head
nearly straight.Lower jaw projecting when mouth closed. Preopercular spineof adults longerthan eye
diameter.Spinousdorsal membranesnot incised.

Colour: Body red. Theedgesof thescalesilvery white. A largewhite verticallyelongatecrimsonspoton
headbehindeyes.Spinousportion ofdorsalfin solid deepred.

Habitat and Biology: Associatedwith coral reefs. Hides by day andemergesfor foragingwith theonsetof
darkness.Feedson crustaceans.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Sargocentronspiniferum is the largestof the squirrelfishes.It is frequentlytakenby handlining
at night and,despiteits boniness,is consideredto be a good eatingfish.

Sargocentronspiniferum (Forsskal,1775)
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Sargocentrontiereoides (Bleeker, 1853)

English Name: Pinkstriped squirrelfish Family: HOLOCENTRIDAE
Local Name: Berebedhi raiverimas Order: Beryciformes
Size: Max. 16.5 cm Specimen: MRS/0189/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 11 spines and 12-14 rays. Anal fin with 4 spinesand 9-10
(usually 9) rays. Pectoralfin with 14-16 rays. Bodydepth 2.7-3.0 in standardlength.Nasal fossawithout
spinules.Preopercular spine about two-thirdsof eye diameter.

Colour: Striped silveryred. Red stripesandsilvery interspacesof about equalwidth. Spiny dorsalred with
white tips. Otherfins red; analand pelvics with white leadingedge.

Habitat and Biology: Associatedwith coralreefs.Nocturnal.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Sargocentrontiereoidesis an uncommonspecies,andthe original report in the Catalogueof
Fishesof the MaldivesVol. 3, p.388-89.wasthe first recordfrom the Maldives. It wasbasedon aspecimen
collectedfrom a cave in 35 m on the outerreefslope by Dr. JohnE. Randalland MRS staff.
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Sargocentronviolaceum (Bleeker, 1853)

English Name: Violet squirrelfish Family: HOLOCENTRIDAE
Local Name: Raiykirulhi raiverimas Order: Beryciformes
Size: Max.25 cm Specimen:MRS/0193/88

Distinctive Characters:Dorsalfin with 11 spinesand 13-14(usually 14) rays.Anal fin with 4 spinesand
9 rays.Pectoralfin with 13-14(usually 14)rays.Bodydepth2.6-3.0in standardlength.Anteriorand posterior
marginsof nasalfossawith 1-3 spinules.Preopercularspine about equalto theeyediameter.Membranesof
spinousdorsalfin not incised.

Colour: Violet, each scalewith white border.Triangular redpatch abovepectoral axil. Spiny dorsalpale
redwith white tips andthin bright red submarginalband.Otherfins palebut leadingedgeof caudal andanal
fins red.

Habitat and Biology: Associatedwith coralreefs.Nocturnal.It hidesdeep withincavesandcrevicesin the
reef slopeduring daytime.

Distribution: lndo-Pacific.

Remarks: Sargocentronvio/aceumdoesnot appearto be especiallycommon in Maldives, but canbereadily
distinguishedby its violet colouration.
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Corythoichthys haematopterus(Bleeker, 1851)

English Name: Redtailed pipefish Family: SYNGNATHIDAE
Local Name: Venu bandeyri Order: Gasterosteiformes
Size: Max. 20 cm Specimen: MRS/0022/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsalfin with 23-33rays.Trunkrings 16-18; tail rings 32-37.Usually about 14
barsformedby groupsof stripesor reticulations.Superiortrunkand tailridges discontinuous.Lateraltrunk
ridgesstraight,endingnearanalring. Inferior trunk andtail ridgescontinuous.

Colour: Light yellowish grey. Bodywith darkbandscomprisingsmall longitudinallines,sometimesspreading
on to dorsalsurface. Caudalfin usually light red.

Habitat and Biology: Common on sandyreef slopes.Often in small groups.

Distribution: Indo-WestPacific.

Remarks:Corythoichthyshaernatopterusis of little interestamongtheaquarists.Thisspecies waspreviously
recordedas C. intestina/isin the Catalogueof Fishes of Maldives,Vol.1, page144.
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Doryrhamphusexcisus excisusKaup, 1856

English Name: Bluestripepipefish Family: SYNGNATHIDAE
Local Name: Nooronguvenu bandeyri Order: Gasterosteiformes
Size: Max. 8 cm Specimen: MRS/0244/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 21-29 rays.Body rings 17-19. Tail rings 13-17. Subdorsaltrunk
rings 3-5.Superiortrunkand tailridges discontinuous;inferior trunkridge endingon analring; lateraltrunk
ridge continuouswith inferior tail ridge.

Colour: Bluish midlateralstripeon orangeto reddishbackgroundandsmall fan like tail.

Habitat and Biology: Occursin reefcrevices.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: D. excisusahhreviatusis theRedSeasubspecies. The closelyrelatedDoryrhamphusbicarinatus
hasrecentlybeenrecordedfrom the Maldives.
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Dunckerocampusmultiannulatus (Regan,1903)

EnglishName: Many-bandedpipefish Family: SYNGNATHIDAE
Local Name: Galhi kendivenu bandeyri Order: Gasterosteiformes
Size: Max. 17.5 cm Specimen:MRS/0243/88

Distinctive Characters:Dorsal fin with 20-23 rays.Pectoralfin with 18-22 rays. Trunk rings16.
Tail rings 19-20.

Colour: Numerousnarrow brownishred barspresenton body.4-6 darkbandson opercie.

HabitatandBiology: Often found in caves,on the reefslope.

Distribution: WesternIndian Ocean.

Remarks:Dunckerocampus multiannulatus is sometimesclassified in the genusDoryrhamphus.
It is fairly common in the Maldives, but easily overlookedby divers becauseit lives in small
dark caves.
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Fistularia commersonii Ruppell, 1838

EnglishName: Bluespottedcornetfish Family: FISTULARIIDAE
Local Name: Onugandutholhi Order: Gasterosteiformes
Size: Commonto 1 m; max. 1.6 m. Specimen:MRS/0056/86

Distinctive Characters:Dorsal fin with 15-17 rays. Anal fin with 14-16 rays. Pectoralfin with 14-16
(usually 15) rays. Ridgeson snoutwith antroseserrations,the upper ridgediverging anteriorly.No bony
plates along dorsalmidline of body. Body extremely elongate and depressed, the width twicethe depth.
Snoutlongand tubular.Mouth small, caudalfin forked with trailing filament.

Colour: Greenishto brownishgrey above, silvery below.Two blue stripesor rows ofblue spotson back.

Habitat and Biology: Ranges over reefs, sea grassbedsand sandflats. Feedson smallfishesandshrimps.

Distribution: Circumtropical.

Remarks: Fistularia commersoniiis a more active swimmer than other cornetfishes.This specieswas
previouslymisidentifiedas F. petimbaLacepède, inthe Catalogueof Fishes of the Maldives,Vol.1, page
64. F. petimbais amore deepwaterspecies and has red coloured markings(see nextpage).
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Fistularia petimba Lacepède,1803

EnglishName: Redcornetfish Family: FISTULARIIDAE
Local Name: Raiy onugandutholhi Order: Gasterosteiformes
Size: Commonto 1 m; max. 2 m Specimen:MRS/0308/88

DistinctiveCharacters:Dorsal fin with 14-17 rays. Analfin with 14-15 rays.Pectoralfin with 15-17rays.
Body elongatewith mouth at end oflong tubular snout.Row of bony platesalongtop of body in front of
dorsalfin. Small spinesalong posteriorpart of lateral line. Forwardpointing spineson snoutridges.Upper
ridgesparallel.

Colour: Red to orange brown above, silverybelow.Vertical fins also havean orangecast.

HabitatandBiology: Foundin coastal areas,oversoft bottomsusuallyat depthsgreaterthan 30 m. Feeds
on small fishesand shrimps.

Distribution: Indo-WestPacific and tropical Atlantic.

Remarks:The specimenof Fistularia petimbaon which this report is basedwas found in the stomachof a
yellowfin tuna caughtby R.V. ‘Matha Hari about 30 nautical miles east of Lhaviyani Atoll. Although
partially digestedit could be identified by its redcolourandthe patternof spineson its snout.
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Dendrochiruszebra (Cuvier, 1829)

EnglishName: Zebralionfish Family: SCORPAENIDAE
Local Name: Kanfaiykudafanhaamas Order: Scorpaeniformes
Size: Max. 20 cm Specimen:MRS/0l06/87

Distinctive Characters:Dorsal fin with 13 spinesand 10- 11 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand6-7 rays.
Pectoralfin with 17 rays. Pectoralfins only slightly longerthan head;rays joinedby membraneexceptfor
short tips; no filamentousrayson pectoralfin. Tentaclesusually present aboveeyes.

Colour: Headand body with red brown bars alternating withnarrowerpink to whitish bars; most fins
prominentlystripedor spotted.A dark brown or blackishblotch on lower edgeof operculum.

Habitat andBiology: Usually seenin shallow watersparticularlyin lagoonsdown todepthsof 35 m.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks:The genusI)endrochirus differs from Pterois by having thepectoralrays connectedto each
otheralmost to tips. Favouredby aquarists.Dorsal fin spinesextremelyvenomous.
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Pterois miles (Bennett,1828)

EnglishName: Indian lionfish, Soldierturkeyfish Family: SCORPAENIDAE
Local Name: Fanhaamas Order: Scorpaeniiformes
Size: Max. 35 cm Specimen:MRS/0057/86

Distinctive Characters:Dorsal fin with 13 spines and9-11 rays. Anal fin with 3 spines and6 rays.
Pectoralfin with 13-15rays. Pectoralfinsextendingwell beyondcaudalfin base,the upperraysplume-like.
Scalescycloid and small. In adults,many spinuleson bonesbeloweye.

Colour: Reddishortangrey,with numerousthin darkbarsonbody andhead.Tentacleaboveeye occasionally
faintly banded.Dark spotson fins.

HabitatandBiology: Benthic,to about60 m.

Distribution: Indian Ocean.

Remarks:Pteroismileswasidentifiedas P. rolitans (Linnaeus)in theCatalogueof Fishesof the Maldives
Vol.1, page136. Most ichthyologistsnow considerP. milesandP. volitansto be sibling species,theformer
limited to the Indian Ocean, the latter found in the Pacific. However, this distinction is currently
underreview.
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Pterois radiata Cuvier, 1829

English Name: Clearfin lionfish, Clearfinturkeyfish Family: SCORPAENIDAE
Local Name: Hulhu fanhaamas Order: Scorpaeniiformes
Size: Max.20 cm Specimen:MRS/0099/87

Distinctive Characters:Dorsal fin with 12-13 spinesand 11 rays. Anal fin with 3 spinesand5-6 rays.
Pectoralfin with 16 rays. Pectoralfin raysvery long, reachingwell beyondcaudalfin base, morethan half
their length free of membrane.Tentacle overeye without frills or darkcrossbands.

Colour: Reddishto brownish, withabout 5-6 broad dark barson body, separatedby pale lines. No dark
spotson fins.

HabitatandBiology: Benthic,in shallow watersto adepthof about30 m. A shy and nocturnalspecies.
Feedsmainly on crabsand shrimps.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks:Pterois radiatais easilyrecognisedby thepairof horizontalwhitelines alongthecaudal peduncle.
As with other lionfishes,the dorsalfin spinesextremelyvenomous.A popularaquariumfish.
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Aethalopercarogaa (Forsskal,1775)
PLATE le

EnglishName: Redmouthgrouper Family: SERRANIDAE
Local Name: Ginimas faana Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.60 cm Specimen:MRS/0109/87

Distinctive Characters:Dorsal fin with 9 spinesand 17-18 rays. Anal fin with 3 spines and 8-9rays.
Pectoralfin with 17-19 rays. Fifthorsixth pectoralray longest.Body depth2.1-2.4in standardlength.Body
deepand compressed. Dorsalprofile of headsteep.Caudalfin truncate.

Colour:Uniformly darkbrown. Insideof mouth andgill cavity scarlet.Juvenileshaveawhite borderto the
caudalfin, adultsmay havea broadwhite bandacrossthe belly andhalf way up the side.

HabitatandBiology: Demersal,preferswell developedcoral reefsin depthsof 3-60m. Usually seenin or
nearcavesor holes in the reef. Feedson small fishesand crustaceans.

Distribution: lndo-WestPacific.

Remarks:Aethaloperca rogaais a moderately commonfish which normallyoccurssingly alongthe reefs.
Often associatedwith schoolsof baitfish shelteringin caves.It can be takenby handlines,but is a rather
slow biter. A well-regardedtable fish.
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Anyperodonleucogrammicus (Valenciennes,1828)
PLATE if

EnglishName: Slender grouper Family: SERRANIDAE
Local Name: Boalhajehifaana Order: Perciformes
Size: Commonto 35 cm; max. 52 cm Specimen:MRS/0078/86

Distinctive Characters:Dorsal fin with 11 spinesand 14-16 rays. Anal fin with 3 spinesand8-9 rays.
Pectoralfin with 15-17 rays. Body depth3.1-3.7 in standardlength.Body slender andcompressed.No teeth
on palatinebones(on eachsideof roofof mouth). Pointedsnout.Caudal fin rounded.

Colour: Brown or olive body with numerous small orange-red spotsextendingonto dorsal fin plus
four white streaks along the body. Juveniles withorange-yellowand blue stripes, and ablue edged
black spot (or double spot) at the base ofcaudal fin andin dorsal fin.

Habitat andBiology: Occursin areasof rich coral cover and clear waterat depthsof 5-80 m.
Solitary, often hides undercorals and crevices.Feedson small fishes and crustaceans.

Distribution: Indo-West Pacific.

Remarks:Juveniles ofAnyperodonleucogrammicusmimic wrassesof the genusHalichoere. Adults
able to changeits pigmentation patternvery quickly. A well-regardedfood fish.
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Cephalopholisargus Bloch andSchneider,1801
PLATE ig

EnglishName: Peacockhind Family: SERRANIDAE
Local Name: Mas faana Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.55 cm Specimen:MRS/0053/86

Distinctive Characters:Dorsal fin with 9 spinesand 15-17 rays. Anal fin with 3 spinesand 9 rays.
Pectoral fin with 16-18 rays. Body depth 2.7-3.2 in standard length. Oblong, somewhatcompressed
body. 17-19 gill rakerson the lower limb. Auxiliary scalespresenton body. Dorsal rays and anal
rays longerthan their adjacentspines. Pelvic finshorterthan half headlength.

Colour: Body, head and finsdarkbrown. About 5-6 palevertical bars occuron sides. Entire body
including the fins spottedwith black-edgedblue spots. Fins dark.

Habitat and Biology: Demersal, found in lagoons and on coral reefs to depths of 40 m. Occurs
singly or in pairs, typically hidesunder coral ledges orin rocky crevices.Feedsprimarily on fishes.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Cephalopholisargus is the most common and widespread species ofthe genus. Juveniles
are sometimeexportedas aquariumfish. Consideredas an excellent food fish.
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Cephalopholisaurantia (Valenciennes,1828)

EnglishName: Goldenhind Family: SERRANIDAE
Local Name: Ran faana Order: Perciformes
Size: Common to 30 cm; max. 60 cm Specimen:MRS/U156/87

Distinctive Characters:Dorsal fin with 9 spinesand 14-16rays. Anal fin with 3 spinesand9 rays.
Pectoralfin with 17-18 rays. Body depth 2.4-2.9 in standardlength. Preoperclerounded,finely
serrate,lower edgefleshy. Edge ofsubopercleand interopercledistinctly serrate. Pelvic finsreach
or slightly short of anus. Caudal fin rounded.

Colour: Pale orange to orange yellow, with fine spotson head and anterior dorsallyon body andon
base of dorsalfin. Posteriormargin of caudalfin with a pale blue edge and black submarginalline.

Habitat and Biology: Deep watergrouperusually caught in depthsover 100 m.

Distribution: Western IndianOcean.

Remarks:Cephalopholisaurantia is not encounteredvery often becauseit is a deepdweller. Very
similar to C. spiloparaeawhich differs in colour and C. sonneratiwhich differs in colour patternandin
having a greaterbody depth and morescales.
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Cephalopholis leopardus(Lacepède,1802)
PLATE 1h

EnglishName: Leopardhind Family: SERRANIDAE
Local Name: Raiy thiki faana Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.20 cm Specimen:MRS/0200/88

Distinctive Characters:Dorsal fin with 9 spinesand 13-15 rays. Anal fin with 3 spinesand 9-10rays.
Pectoralfin with 16-18rays. Body depth2.5-2.8in standardlength.Maxilla reacheswell pasteyes.Preopercle
rounded.Pelvic fins usually not reachinganus.Caudaland analfins rounded.

Colour: Reddish-brown,pale below.Body with numerousorangespots. Two dark spots on upper
caudalpeduncle,the anteriorone largest. Diagonaldarkstreakson caudal fin, the upperone more distinct.

Habitat and Biology: Commonon well developedcoral reefs, at depths of 3-38 m. Feedson
crustaceans.

Distribution: lndo-Pacific.

Remarks: Cephalop/iolis leopardusis a common inhabitant of upperreef slopes.However, because
of its small size, mottled colourationand secretive habits, itis not noticed very oftenby divers.
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Cephalopholis miniata (Forsskal,1775)
PLATE 2a

English Name: Coral hind, Vermilion seabass Family: SERRANIDAE
Local Name: Koveli faana,Bulhalafaana Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 40 cm Specimen:MRS/P0141/87

DistinctiveCharacters:Dorsalfin with 9 spinesand 14-16rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand9 rays.Pectoral
fin with 17-18rays. Body depth2.6-3.0 in standardlength.Maxilla scaly reaches to or beyond vertical at
rear edge oforbit. Preoperclerounded;the lower edgefleshy. Caudaland analfins rounded.

Colour: Bright-orange red with numerous smallblue spotscovering most of the body, but not
undersideof jaw. Pectoralfins yellow-orange distally.

Habitat and Biology: Found on well developedexposedcoral reefsin clear water at depthsof
2-150 in. Feedson schoolingfishes andbenthic invertebrates.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Cephalopholis miniatais one of the commonest and most beautiful ofthe coral groupers.
Like C. argus, it is frequently seenby divers and snorkellersalong the upper reef slopes.
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Cephalopholissexmaculata (Ruppell, 1830)

EnglishName: Sixblotch hind Family: SERRANIDAE
Local Name: Landaa faana Order: Perciformes
Size: Common to35 cm; max. 48 cm Specimen:MRS/PU142/87

Distinctive Characters:Dorsal fin with 9 spinesand 14-16 rays. Anal fin with 3 spinesand 9 rays.
Pectoral fin with 16-18 rays. Body depth 2.5-3.0 in standardlength. Maxilla reachesto or past
vertical at rearedge of orbit. Preoperclerounded, the lower edgefleshy. Pelvic fins not reaching
anus. Interorbitalarea flat to slightly convex. Caudal and analfins rounded.

Colour: Orange-redwith many small blue spotson head, body and median fins (short bluelines
may be presenton head).Four squarishblackblotches dorsallyon body, andtwo moreon caudalpeduncle.

Habitat and Biology: Occurs on coral reefs between10-150 m. Usually lives in caves andcrevices
on the outerreef slope. Feedsmainly on fishes.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Cephalopholissexmaculatais active nocturnally in shallow water anddiurnally in deeper
water. Consideredas a good-eatingfood fish.
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Cephalopholis sonnerati(Valenciennes,1828)
PLATE 2b

EnglishName: Tomatohind Family: SERRANIDAE
Local Name: Veli faana Order: Perciformes
Size: Common to30 cm; max. 57 cm Specimen: MRS/P0138/87

Distinctive Characters:Dorsal fin with 9 spinesand 14-16 rays. Anal fin with 3 spinesand 9 rays.
Pectoral fin with 18-20 rays.Body depth 2.3-2.8 in standardlength. Lateral line scales66-80.
Pectoralfin subequal to orless than pelvic fin. Dorsal head profile of adultsstraight to concave,the
nape distinctly convex. Caudal fin rounded.

Colour: Body orange-red to red, becoming duskierin largerindividuals. Scatteredfaint bluish-whitespots.
Headpurplishwith numerousclose-setorange-redspots.Finsred,membranesof thesoft dorsal, caudaland
anal fins dusky. Body, caudaland softdorsalfins with purplishspots.

Habitat and Biology: Demersal.Occurs on coral reefsandin atoll basins usually at depthsbetween
30-100m (occasionallyin shallowerwaters). Nocturnal.Feedson fishesandcrustaceans.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Cephalopholissonnerati is a rather deep-dwellingspecies.It is therefore rarely seenby
divers,but it is occasionallycaughtby hand linesat night.
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Cephalopholisspiloparaea (Valenciennes, 1828)

EnglishName: Strawberryhind Family: SERRANIDAE
Local Name: Naaringu faana Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 22 cm Specimen: MRS/0324/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsalfin with 9 spinesand 14-16 rays. Anal fin with 3 spinesand 9 rays.
Pectoral fin with 17-19 rays. Body depth 2.6-3.2in standardlength. Eyes large, interorhitalarea
flat. Maxilla scaly. Preoperclerounded,very finely serrate,with a shallow notch; lower edgefleshy.
Subopercleand interoperclesmoothwith minute serrae.Pelvic fins not reachinganus.

Colour: Light red, mottledandblotchedwith brownish-red. Caudalfin with abluish whiteposteriormargin
that becomessubmarginalat corners.Distal margin of soft dorsalandanal finswith a palebluish margin.

Habitat and Biology: Known only from insular localities. Inhabits coral reefswith clear waters at
depths of15-108 m. Most common below 40 m.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Cephalopholis’spiloparaea is perhapsthe most commongrouperin the Indo-Pacific below
40 m. It is sometimesconfusedwith C. aurantia. but this specieshas a black line precedingthe thin
blue-white band on the caudal fin.
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Cephalopholis urodeta(Schneider,1801)
PLATE 2c

English Name: [)arkfin hind Family: SERRANIDAE
Local Name: Kanfaiy kalhu faana Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 28 cm Specimen: MRS/0102/87

Distinctive Characters:Dorsal fin with 9 spines and 14-16 rays. Anal fin with 3 spines and9 rays.
Pectoral fin with 17-19 rays. Body depth 2.7-3.3 in standardlength. Lateral-line scales 54-68.
Preoperclerounded,finely serrate; lower edge fleshy. Subopercieand interopercleusually smooth.
Pectoral fins distinctly longer than pelvic fins. Pelvic fins not reachinganus.

Colour: Reddishbrown, darker posteriorly. Body sometimeswith small pale spots. Pectoral,anal.
rear parts of dorsal and caudal fins dusky. Two dark spots usuallypresentat the tip of lower jaw.

Habitat and Biology: Coral reef speciesthat is usually seen in outer reef areas,but also in lagoons.

back reefsand on the reef top at depths of 1-60 m. Feedsmainly on fish and crustaceans.

Distribution: lndo-Pacific.

Remarks: Juvenilesof Cephalopholis urodetaare sometimesexportedas aquariumfish. This species
in the Pacific Ocean differsfrom the Indian by having two oblique white bandsin the caudal fin.
Previously recordedas C. nigripinnis.
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Diphoprion bifasciatum Cuvier, 1828

EnglishName: Two-barredsoapfish Family: SERRANIDAE
Local Name: Hurasgalhi londhimas Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 25 cm Specimen: MRS/0212/88

Distinctive Characters:Dorsal fin with 8 spines and13-16 rays. Anal fin usually with 2 spinesand
12-13rays. Pectoralfin with 17-18rays. Body depth2.0-2.4in standardlength.Body oblongandcompressed.
Pelvic fins very long, reachingbeyond spinous portionof analfin. Preopercularmargin coarselyserrate.

Colour: Light yellow with two dark brown bars crossingbody, one through eye andthe other across
hind part of body but curving forward to include spinydorsal.

Habitat and Biology: A coral reef species. Secretesskin toxin grammistin under stress.

Distribution: Indo-WestPacific.

Remarks:Both Diploprion bifasciatum and the related Grammistes sexlineatusare relatively uncommon
in theMaldives, butneithercouldbedescribedasrare. Previouslyrecorded under thefamily Grammistidae.
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Epinephelusareolatus (Forsskal,1775)
PLATE 2d

English Name: Areolategrouper Family: SERRANIDAE
Local Name: Thijjehi faana Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 40 cm Specimen:MRS/PU139/87

DistinctiveCharacters:Dorsal fin with 11 spines and15-17rays. Analfin usually with 3 spines and8 rays.
Pectoral fin with 17-19rays. Body depth2.8-3.3 in standardlength. 14 to 16 gill rakerson lower limb.
Preopercleserratewith 3-7largeserraeat the angle.Dorsalfin membranedistinctly incisedbetweenspines.
Caudalfin slightly convexin juveniles,truncateor slightly emarginatein adults.

Colour: Pale,covered withnumerousdark brownspots. About 8-14 dark spotsfrom last dorsalspineto
anus. Spotsrelatively smallerandmorenumerouswith growth. Caudal marginwhitish.

Habitat and Biology: Found on seagrass bedsor on fine sediment bottoms near rocky reefs and
deadcorals at depthof 6 to 200 m. Feedson benthic invertebratesand small fishes.

Distribution: lndo-WestPacific.

Remarks:Epinephelusareolatus is a rather attractive specieswith its pale brown spotting. It may he
confusedwith F. cholorostigma,but that specieshas much smallerspots,andslightly different fin and
gill rakercounts.
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Epinephelus caeruleopunctatus(Bloch, 1790)
PLATE 2e

English Name: White-spotted grouper Family: SERRANIDAE

Local Name: Hudhu lah faana Order: Perciformes

Size: Common to 50 cm; max. 76 cm Specimen: MRS/0101/87

i)istinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 11 spines and 15-17 rays. Anal fin with 3 spines and 8 rays.

Pectoral fin with 17-19 rays. Body depth 2.9-3.4 in standard length. Midlateral part of lower jaw with

3 to 5 rows of teeth. Caudal fin rounded.

Colour: Dark grey-brown with many medium sized pale spots. Pelvic fins uniformly dark. In adults

(greater than 30 cm) the white spots merge to give a pale mottled pattern.

Habitat and Biology: Occurs in coral reefs near caves and overhangs at depths up to 60 in. Juveniles

sometimes found in tidepools.

Distribution: Indo-West Pacific.

Remarks: Epinephelus cacruleopunctatus is a not uncommon inhabitant of Maldivian coral reefs. This

distinctively patterned species is frequently seen by divers.
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Epinephelus chiorostigma(Valenciennes,1828)
PLATE 2f

English Name: Brown-spotted grouper Family: SERRANIDAE
Local Name: Kulhandhuru faana Order: Perciformes
Size: Common to 50 cm; max. 75 cm Specimen: MRS/P0169/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 11 spinesand 16-18 rays. Analfin with 3 spines and8 rays.
Anal fin of adults angularor pointed. Pectoralfin with 17-19 rays. Body depth2.8-3.3 in standard
length. 15-IS gill rakerson lower limb. Caudal fin truncate orslightly concave.

Colour: Covered with small brown spots.The largestabouthalf pupil diameter. Posterior marginof
caudal fin usually white. Eye orange.

Habitat and Biology: Occursin depthsof 4-280m, in awide rangeof habitats,including seagrassbedsand
mud bottoms,but most commonon outerreefslopes.Feedson small fishes,andcrustaceans.

Distribution: Indo-WestPacific.

Remarks: Epinepheluscholorostigma is most likely to be confusedwith E. areolatus. However the
latter speciescan be distinguishedby its larger spots (largestsize of the pupil) and also thedifference
in their sizes.
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Epinephelusfasciatus (Forsskal,1775)
PLATE 2g

English Name: Blacktip grouper, Red bandedgrouper Family: SERRANIDAE
Local Name: Raiy galhi faana Order: Perciformes
Size: Common to 25 cm; max. 40 cm Specimen: MRS/0304/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 11 spines and15-17 rays. Anal fin with 3 spines and8 rays.
Pectoral fin with 18-20 rays. Gill rakers6-8 on upper limb, 15-17 on lower limb. Body depth2.8-3.3
in standard length.Interorbital areaflat, hut dorsal headprofile convex. Preopercleround, rear
edge finely serrate.Caudal fin slightly to moderatelyrounded.

Colour: Pink, with red bandsof variable intensity on sides andhead. Triangulartips of membranes
betweendorsal spines black. Finsreddish orange,pale yellowish, green, orgreenishbrown.

Habitat and Biology: Occurs on coral reefs fromthe shore to a depthof 160 m. Feedson a variety of
crustaceansandfishes.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: The red bandson sidesof Epinephelusfasciatus can he turnedon andoff quite rapidly, but

the black tips on the dorsal fin are always present andare a useful aid to identification.
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Epinephelusflavocaeruleus (Lacep� de, 1802)
PLATE 2h

English Name: Blue-and-yellowgrouper Family: SERRANIDAE
Local Name: Dhon noo faana Order: Perciformes
Size: Common to 55 cm; max. 80 cm Specimen: MRS/P0165/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 11 spines and16-17 rays. Anal fin with 3 spines and8 rays.
Pectoral fin with 18-20 rays. Body depth 2.3-2.7in standardlength. Body deepand compressed.
lnterorbital areaconvex. Preoperclefinely serrate.Posteriornostrils of large adults noticeably larger
than anterior ones.Caudal fin truncate.

Colour: Dark blue or grey with bright yellow markings. Yellowcolour quite extensivein juveniles
(including aU fins and face) but much reducedin adults. Pelvicandcaudal fins tipped with black.

Habitat and Biology: Occurs on shallow coral reefs, adults on deeper reefsto depths of 150 m.
Feedson fishes, crustaceansand cephalopods.

Distribution: Indian Ocean.

Remarks: With its very distinctive colourpattern, Epinephelusflavocaeruleusis one of theeasiest
Epinephe/usto identify. It is not so commonin Maldives but is occasionallytaken by fishermen.
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Epinephelusfuscoguttatus (Forsskal,1775)
PLATE 3a

English Name: Brown-marbledgrouper Family: SERRANIDAE
Local Name: Kas faana Order: Perciformes
Size: Common to 70cm; max. 95 cm Specimen: MRS/P0129/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 11 spines and14-15 rays. Anal fin with 3 spines and8 rays.
Pectoral fin with 18-20 rays. Body depth 2.6-2.9in standard length.Total gill rakers29 to 31.
Lateral line scales53 to 58. Preoperclefinely serrate. Caudalfin rounded.

Colour: Mottled brown. Many small dark spots on body and fins and large irregulardark blotches
on headand body. Dark saddleon caudal peduncle. Jawsand chin with transversepale bands.

Habitat and Biology: Occurson shallowcoral reefs to depthsof 60 iii. Adults often in caves. Juveniles
are sometimesfound in seagrass areas. Feedson fishes, crustaceansand cephalopods.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Epinephelu.cfuscoguttatusis often confused with E. polyphekadion(previously knownas
E. microdon).which hasfewerpectoral finrays(16 or 17). smooth convexdorsalheadprofile, interspiflous
dorsalfin membranes lessdeeply incised,and a lessreddy-browncolouration.
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Epinephelus lanceolatus(Bloch, 1790)

English Name: Giant grouper Family: SERRANIDAE
Local Name: Mudu faana Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 2.3 m Specimen: MRS/P0479/97

Distinctive Characters: l)orsal fin with 11 spines and14-16 rays. Anal fin with 3 spinesand 8 rays.
Pectoral fin with 18-20rays. Body depth2.4-3.4 in standardlength. Body robust. Lateral-line scales
with branchedtubules. Preoperclesubangular,finely serrate, the cornersrounded. Upper edgeof
operculum convex. Pelvic fins not reachinganus. Caudal fin rounded.

Colour: Small juvenilesyellow with irregularbroad black barson body. Small adults with irregular
white or yellow spots on the black areasand fins with irregularblack spots. Adults dark brownwith
faint mottling, the fins with numerous small blackspots.Large adults darkbrown, fins darker.

Habitat and Biology: Demersal.often found in shallow waters butalso at depthsof 100 m. Commonly
seenin caveson coral reefsand aroundwrecks. Feedson crustaceansand fish.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Epinepheluslanceolatusis one of the two largestspeciesof groupers in the world (the
other is E. itajara of the Atlantic and easternPacific oceans).It is not often caught in the Maldives.
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Epinepheluslongispinis (Kner, 1865)

English Name: Longspinegrouper, Streakyspotgrouper Family: SERRANIDAE
Local Name: Kooru faana Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 60 cm Specimen:MRS/P0117/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 11 spines and16-17 rays. Anal fin with 3 spinesand 8 rays.
Pectoralfin with 17-19rays. Body depth2.8-3.3in standardlength.Ventral edgeof maxilla with a“step” in
subadults.Preopercleroundedwith aslight notch,below whichserraeenlarged.Third orfourth dorsalspine
longerthan the longestdorsalsoft ray. Caudalfin rounded.

Colour: Pale brown. Coveredwith medium sized dark reddish spots. Theseare more abundant
and elongatedposteriorly. Pectoraland pelvic fins dusky, with a few small dark spots.

Habitat and Biology: Usually found on coral reefsor rocky areasand occasionallyon sandybottom
at depths ofup to 70 m. Feedsmainly on crustaceansand rarely on fish and squids.

Distribution: Indian Oceanand Indonesia.

Remarks: EpinephelusIongispinis is rather easyto identify because ofits very distinctive streaky
spotting.
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Epinephelusmacrospilos (Bleeker, 1855)

English Name: Snuhnosegrouper,Bigspot grouper Family: SERRANIDAE
Local Name: Fijjehi faana Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 51 cm Specimen: MRS/P0l59/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 11 spines and 15-17 rays. Anal fin with 3 spines and8 rays.
Pectoral fin with 17-20rays. Body depth3.0-3.6 in standardlength. Total gill rakers21 to 24. Body
robust. Lower jaw strongly projecting. Interorbital areaflat or slightly concave.Caudal fin rounded.

Colour: Headand body with round to polygonal dark brown spots,variable in size (juveniles with
larger spots). Median fins yellowish, with blackish brown spots.Soft dorsal, caudal and anal fins
with pale margin. Underside ofjaw usually with two dark spots.

Habitat and Biology: Occurson coralreefsto depthsof at least44 m. Feedson crustaceans(mainlycrabs),
fishes,octopusesandsquids.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Specimensof Epinephelus macrospilosfrom WesternIndian Ocean differsfrom those elsewhere
by havingdark spotson undersideof jaw, andthedarkspotson theheadandbody arelargerand close-set.
Previouslymisidentified as E.faveatusin the Catalogueof Fishesof theMaldives,Vol.2, page294.
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Epinephelusmerra Bloch, 1793

English Name: Honeycombgrouper Family: SERRANIDAE
Local Name: Lab faana Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 32 cm Specimen: MRS/0052/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with LI spines and15-17rays. Anal fin with 3 spines and8 rays.
Pectoral fin with 16-18 rays. Body depth 2.8-3.3 in standardlength. Bodyoblong, somewhat
compressed. Maxillary extendingbehind the hind border of eye. Pectoral fin shorter than head.
First dorsal spine shorterthan others, dorsal rays longer than dorsalspines. Caudalfin rounded.

Colour: Body, head and all fins with dark brownspots.with narrow pale interspace.Dots on fins
and lower sidesof body more widely spread.Pectoralfin coveredwith small black spotsthat are largely
confinedto the rays:outerhalf of the fin dark.

Habitat and Biology: A shallow watercoral reefspeciestypically found on patchreefsin lagoonsusually
at depthsof lessthan 20 m. Feedsprimarily on crustaceans (crabsandshrimps)but also fishes.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Epinephelus merrais the most commongrouperon protectedshallow lagoon reefs. It is
also one of the “reticulated groupers” whichcomprise9 shallow water coral reef speciesthat have
aroundedcaudalfin andaclose-setdarkbrownspotswith paleinterspacesforming anetworkon thebody.
However,E. merracan be distinguishedfrom othersby its pectoral finpattern.
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Epinephelusmiliaris (Valenciennes,1830)

English Name: Netfin grouper, Honeyfin grouper Family: SERRANIDAE
Local Name: Kurehi faana Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 53 cm Specimen: MRS/PU 170/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 11 spinesand 16-17 rays. Anal fin with 3 spinesand 8 rays.
Pectoral fin with 17-18 rays. Body depth 2.8-3.2 in standardlength. Maxillary reachinga vertical at
rear edgeof orbit. Preoperclefinely serrated.Sides of lower jaw with 2 rows of teeth. Thirdor fourth
dorsal spine longest, longerthan the longest dorsal soft ray. Caudal fin rounded.

Colour: Brownish or reddishbrown. Body and spiny dorsal with numeroussmall, polygonal brown
spots separatedby network of pale lines. Darkerbandsvisible on sides.Fins with large dark spots.

Habitat and Biology: Adults occuron coral reefsat depthsof 18 to 180 m. Juvenilesfound on muddy
bottoms. seagrassbedsandcoral reefs to depthsof 16 m. Feedson crustaceans,gastropodsandfishes.

Distribution: Indo-WestPacific.

Remarks: Although Epinephelus miliarishas a wide distributional range, it is known from relatively
few localities. The specimenon which this report is basedconstituted the first record from the
Maldives. It was caught by longline (depth 200 m) outside Hulhule, during fishing trials conducted
by R.V. Farumas, ReefFishing Project.
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Epinephelusmorrhua (Valenciennes,1833)

English Name: Comet grouper Family: SERRANIDAE
Local Name: Dhunthari faana Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 73 cm Specimen: MRS/P0303/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsalfin with 11 spinesamid 14-15rays. Anal fin with 3 spines and 7-8rays.
Pectoralfin with 7-18 rays.Body depth2.8-3.1 instandardlength.Maxillary notreachingpast eye. Preopercle
finely serratedwith 2 to 5 enlarged serraeat angle.Sidesof lower jaw with 2 rows of teeth. Caudal fin
slightly to moderatelyrounded.Dorsalfin membranedistinctly indented betweenspines.

Colour: Light brownish with dark brownhands. A dark band from upperedgeof opercle to blotch
below dorsalfin amid dark bandson head as illustrated.

Habitat and Biology: A deepwaterspeciesthat is usually found in depths of 80 to 370 m.

Distribution: Indo-WestPacific.

Remarks: Epinephelusmorrhuais a largedeepwatergrouper.Several specimenswerecaughtin 80-l0() m
depthby R.V. ‘Farumas’fishing with longline by day alongthe eastern sideof North Male Atoll.
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Epinephelus multinotatus (Peters,1876)
PLATE 3b

English Name: White-blotched grouper Family: SERRANIDAE
Local Name: Baafothi faana Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. I m Specimen: MRS/P0168/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 11 spinesand 15-17rays. Anal fin with 3 spines and8 rays.
Pectoral fin with 1 8-20 rays. Body depth 2.6-2.9in standard length. Preoperclefinely serrated.
Interorhital areadistinctly convex, dorsal profile ofheadslightly convex. Membranesbetween dorsal
spines notincised. Caudal fin truncate, round in juveniles.

Colour: Pale brownish-grey.with white blotches aboveand small dark reddish spotsbelow. After
death,becomesdarker grey and white blotchesdisappear.

Habitat and Biology: Occurs in deeperwaters to depths of90 in. Juvenilesare found on shallower
inshore coral reefs. Feedson fish and crustaceans.

Distribution: Indian Ocean.

Remarks: In Maldives,Epinephelusmultinotatus is only rarelycaughtby local fishermen. Thefirst records
were fromR.V. ‘Farumas’ReefFishing Survey,duringwhich few specimenswerecaughtinsideatoll basins.
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Epinephelusoctofasciatus Griffin, 1926

English Name: Eightbar grouper Family: SERRANIDAE
Local Name: Kalhu faana Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 80 cm Specimen: MRS/P0328/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 11 spines and 14-15 rays. Anal fin with 3 spines and 9 rays.
Pectoral fin with 18-19 rays. Body depth 2.2-2.7 in standard length. Preopercle angular, the serrae
at angle enlarged.Upper edge ofoperculum, dorsal head profile convex. Maxilla reachesto or rear
half of eye. Pelvic fins subequal to or larger than pectoral fin. Caudal fin rounded.

Colour: Brown with 8 broad dark brown bars; first on nape, secondat dorsal fin origin, covering first 2
dorsalspines.Pelvic fins, distal half of softdorsal andanal fins dark brown. Large individuals almostblack.

Habitat and Biology: Occurs on deep reefs from depths of 150 to 300 m.

Distribution: Indo-West Pacific.

Remarks: Epinephelusoctofasciatuswas previously misidentifiedas E. septemfasciatusin the Catalogue
of Fishes of the Maldives, Vol.3, page 422. The specimen recorded there was apparently the first
record ofthis species fromthe Maldives andwas caughtby longline in 170 m near K. Giraavaruin
October 1988 byR.V. ‘Farumas’.
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Epinephelusongus (B loch, 1790)
PLATE 3c

English Name: White-streakedgrouper Family: SERRANIDAE
Local Name: Kirulhi faana Order: Perciformes
Size: Common to 25; max. 40 cm Specimen: MRS/0302/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 11 spinesand 14-16rays. Anal fin with 3 spinesand 8 rays.
Pectoralfin with 15-17 rays. Body depth2.7-3.2 in standardlength. Nostrils sub-equal.Opercular
flap obtuse,the upperedgevery convex.Membranesbetweendorsal spinesincised.Caudal fin rounded.

Colour: Dark grey-brown. Numeroussmall white spotson body andfins, tending to irregular white
stripes in adults. Caudalfin with narrow white terminal band andbroadblack subterminalband.

Habitat and Biology: Occurs in shallow water on coral reefs, including reef patchesin lagoons,at
depths of 5 to 20 m.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Epinephelusongus is a medium-sizedgrouper which appearsto be relatively uncommon
in the Maldives as it is only rarely caughtby reeffishermen or seenby divers.
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Epinephelus polyphekadion(Bleeker, 1849)

PLATE 3d

English Name: Camouflage grouper Family: SERRANIDAE
Local Name: Kula faana Order: Perciformes
Size: Common to 40 cm; max. 75 cm Specimen: MRS/P0l48/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 11 spinesand 14-15 rays. Anal fin with 3 spines and8 rays.
Pectoral fin with 16-18 rays. Body depth2.7-3.1 in standardlength. Dorsal head profile smoothly
convex. Interorhital area flat.Mid-lateral body scalesmostly ctenoid, not coveredby skin. Rear
nostril diameterabouttwice diameterof front nostrils. Caudal fin rounded.

Colour: Mottled brown, coveredwith small dark spots. Head andbody with fairly distinct dark
blotches,blotch on top of caudalpedunclebrownish-blackand conspicuous.

Habitat and Biology: Occurs in clear water on coral reefs,either in lagoonsor on outer reefs to
depthsof 50 m. Feedsmostly on benthiccrustaceanssuchascrabs,sometimeson fishes,squid andsnails.

Distribution: lndo-WestPacific.

Remarks: Epinepheluspolyphekadionis easily confusedwith E. fuscoguttatus.It can, however, be
distinguishedon thebasis of lower gillraker andpectoral ray counts.This specieswas previously
recordedas E. microdon,in the Catalogueof Fishesof the Maldives,Vol. 2, page302.
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Epinephelusretouti Bleeker, 1868

English Name: Red-tipped grouper Family: SERRANIDAE
Local Name: Dhon faana Order: Perciformes
Size: Common to 35 cm: max. 50 cm Specimen: MRS/P0379/92

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 11 spines and16-17 rays. Anal fin with 3 spines and8 rays.
Pectoral fin with 19-20 rays. Body depth 2.5-3.1 in standard length.Dorsal headprofile slightly
convex. No scaleson maxilla. Nostrils sub-equal.Caudal fin truncate to convex.

Colour: Reddish.Each scalewith a dark basal spot. Usually five faint dark barson body. Margin of
dorsalfin andtipper edgeof caudal fin with a dusky border. Juvenileswith dorsal part of headdark
brown with 4 irregular transversewhitish bandsacross dorsal surface.

Habitat and Biology: Adults found on coral reefsand outerreef slopes in depths of 70-220 ni.
Juvenilesoccur in depths of20-40 m.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Epinephelusretouti is very similar in appearanceto E. fasciatus. It can he distinguished
from E. fasciatus by having a longer snout: brown isteadof black dorsal tips; a dark dorsalmargin to
the caudal; a nearly truncate: and depth distribution.
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Epinephelusspilotoceps Schultz, 1953
PLATE 3e

English Name: Foursaddle grouper Family: SERRANIDAE
Local Name: Asdhaanu faana Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 31 cm Specimen: MRS/103/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 11 spinesand 14-16 rays. Anal fin with 3 spinesand 8 rays.
Pectoral fin with 17-19 rays. Body depth 3.1-3.6 in standardlength. Dorsal headprofile convex.
Interorbital area flat to concave.Caudal peduncledepth distinctly less than lengthof secondanal
spine.Caudal fin rounded. Bodyscalesctenoid except for those on belly.

Colour: Brownish. Body coveredwith dark spots forming a pale mesh. Front of headwith small
dark spots. 3 or 4 darkdorsal blotches(first at base oflast dorsal spine, laston caudalpeduncle).

Habitat and Biology: Found on shallow water coral reefs.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Epinephelusspilotocepsis very common in the Maldives.It is well camouflagedwith its
pale colouration as it sits among the coralsand coral rubble, in shallow water.
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Epinephelustauvina (Forsskal,1775)

English Name: Greasygrouper Family: SERRANIDAE
Local Name: Londhi faana Order: Perciformes
Size: Common to 45 cm; max. 75 cm Specimen: MRS/P0l73/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 11 spinesand I 3-16 rays. Anal fin with 3 spinesand 8 rays.
Pectoralfin with 18-19 rays. Body depth 3.0-3.6 instandardlength. Maxilla reacheswell past eye.
3 or 4 rows of teeth on midlateral part of lowerjaw. Caudal fin rounded.Body scales cycloid,except
for a small patch at the end of pectoralfin.

Colour: Brown-grey with many orangebrown spotscoveringbody and fins.Dark blotch may be
presentat baseof last dorsal spine.

Habitat and Biology: Primarily a coral reef speciesoccurring in depthsof I to at least 50 m. Juveniles
found in tide pools on the reef flat. Feeds mainlyon fish.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Epinephelustauvina, despite its unappetisingEnglishname, is a prime foodfish and is the
subject of intensivecage culture in some countries. It can be easily distinguishedfrom similar
speciesby its shape,patternof spotting and very long maxilla.

97
<<



Gracila albomarginata (Fowler andBean, 1930)

English Name: Maskedgrouper Family: SERRANIDAE
Local Name: Boakuda faana Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 38 cm Specimen:MRS/032l/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 9 spinesand 14-16rays. Anal fin with 3 spinesand 9-10
rays. Pectoral fin with 17-19 rays. Body depth2.6-3.3 in standardlength. Headsmall. Distal part of
maxilla of adults with a prominent step orhook-like processon lower edge. Dorsal fin membranes
not incised betweenthe spines. Caudalfin truncate.

Colour: Dark brown butwith purple-bluemarkings. About4 diagonal lines on head, about 14 narrow
chevrons on sides and several spots on ‘neck’. Rearof pectoral fins, edgeof soft dorsal and caudal
fins orange.Edgeof spiny dorsal. pelvics andanalviolet. Juveniles purple brownwith orangebands.

Habitat and Biology: An active grouperwhich roamsover thereef. Usually foundon outer reef
areasdeeperthan 15 m. Feedsmainly on fish.

i)istribution: lndo-Pacific.

Remarks: Gracila albomarginata is a moderately commonreef fish. although it is rarely caughtby
fishermen.It usually occursin about 1 5-25 m, swimming slowly a metreor two) abovethe reef.
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Grammistessexlineatus (Thunberg, 1792)

English Name: Golden-striped soapfish Family: SERRANIDAE
Local Name: Ran rongu londhimas Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 28 cm Specimen:MRS/02l 1/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 7 spinesand 13-14rays. Anal fin with 2 spines and 9-10
rays. Pectoralfin with 16-18 rays. Body depth 2.3-2.8 instandardlength. Body oblong. A small
fleshy flap on tip of chin. Thespinousportion of dorsalfin separatedfrom the soft portion by a deep
notch. Margins ofsubopercleand interoperclesmooth.Caudal fin rounded.

Colour: Body dark brown or black with thin, pale stripes. Thenumberof stripes tends toincrease
with age, andthey also tend to breakup into a seriesof dashes.

Habitat and Biology: Inhabits coral reefs and rocky bottoms wherethere is good shelter, often in
surprisingly shallow water. Feedsmainly on fishes.

Distribution: lndo-West Pacific.

Remarks: Grarnntistes sexlineatus,like other soapfishessecretescopiousquantities of mucus
(grammistin), particularlywhen disturbed.Previouslyrecordedunder the family Grammistidae.

99
<<



Liopropomaafricanum (Smith, 1954)

English Name: African basslet Family: SERRANIDAE
Local Name: Africa faana Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 8 cm Specimen: MRS/0201/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin divided. 14 pectoral rays. Typically 6-13 gill rakers.Third dorsal
spine longest. Fleshy edgeof corner and ventral marginof preoperciewith 12-16 small pores.
Caudal fin slightly emarginate.

Colour: Dull red brown. 5 darker body stripes with pale narrow interspaces.Secondinterspace
brightest.Stripes becomingyellow on head.Caudal peduncleyellowish, fins pale yellowish.

Habitat and Biology: Lives fairly deepon coral reefs invariably in the recessesof cavesandcrevices.

Distribution: Western IndianOcean.

Remarks: Lioproporna africanum hasonly beenreportedoncebefore from the Maldives, by Randall
and Taylor 1988. The specimenon which this report is based wascollected by Randall, Shiham
Adam and Andersonfrom an area ofbroken coralin 35 m at K. Maniyafushi.
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Plectropomus areolatus(Ruppell, 1830)
PLATE 3f

English Name: Squaretail coralgrouper Family: SERRANIDAE
Local Name: Olhu faana Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 60 cm Specimen: MRS/P0l35/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 7 or 8 spinesand 10-12 rays. Anal fin with 3 spinesand
8 rays. Pectoralfin 15-17 rays. 2-7 developedgill raker on the lower limb. Body depth2.9-3.9. Body
elongateand robust.Interorbital areawith small embeddedscales.Baseof spinouspartof dorsalfin subequal
to thatof soft rayedpart. Caudalfin truncateto slightly emarginate.

Colour: Greybrown. Numerousrelatively large (equal in size to pupil) dark edgedblue spotscovering
body and median fins. Caudal fin often with blackishsubmarginalband.

Habitat and Biology: Occursin lagoonsand seawardreefs from2 to 20 m. Feedsmainly on fishes.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Plectropomusareolatus can be distinguishedfrom other speciesof PIectropomusfound in
Maldivesby its truncatecaudalfin, andthe lack of verticalelongatedspotson sidesor dark dorsalsaddles.
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Plectropomuslaevis (Lacepède,1801)
PLATE 3g

EnglishName: B lack-saddled coralgrouper Family: SERRANIDAE
Local Name: Kula olhufaana Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 1.2 m Specimen:MRS/P0163/87

Distinctive Characters:Dorsal fin with 7 or 8 spinesand 10-12 rays. Anal fin with 3 spines and
8 rays. Pectoralfin 16-18rays.Body depth2.9-3.9. Body elongate,robust.Interorbital areaflat and naked.
Preoperclebroadly rounded.Hind nostril muchlongerthan frontnostril. Caudalfin emarginate.

Colour:Two colourphases;both have5 darkbrown orblack saddles,(althoughthesemay not bevisible in
somedarkphaseindividuals). The pale phaseis white with yellow fins andvariablenumbersof scattered
dark-edgedblue spots.The dark phaseis brown redwith manysmall dark-edgedbluespots.

Habitat and Biology: Occurson coral reefsfrom 4 to 90 m, most often inpasses,but also seen in
lagoon andseaward reefswith rich coral growth. Feeds exclusivelyon fishes, includingothergroupers.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks:Therehasbeen confusion in the identification of Plectropomuslaevis in the past because
of its 2 colourphases.Howeverit can be easily identified becauseboth phaseshave5 darkdorsalsaddles.
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Plectropomuspessuliferus Fowler, 1904
PLATE 3h

EnglishName: Rovingcoraigrouper Family: SERRANIDAE
Local Name: Dhonolhu faana Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.63 cm; 1.2 m (in the Red Sea) Specimen: MRS/P0126/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 7 or 8 spines and10-12rays. Analfin with 3 spines and8 rays.
Pectoralfin 15-16rays. Body depth2.9-3.9 in standardlength.Body elongate,robust.Rearnostril of adults
largerthan anteriornostril. First or secondanalspinesembedded. Caudalfin emarginate.

Colour: Red-brown, with numeroussmall dark-edgedblue spots. Somespots on sides vertically
elongate, andsomeon headdiagonally elongate (few spots on head). Pelvicfins with blue spots.

Habitat and Biology: Occurs on or nearcoral reefsat depths of 15 to 150 m.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Plectropomuspessulijerushasbeencharacterisedas an uncommon species. However,it
appears fairly regularly at Male fish market. A separate subspeciesis recognized fromthe Red Sea
on the basis of colour pattern.
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Pogonoperca ocellataGunther,1859

English Name: Bearded soapfish Family: SERRANIDAE
Local Name: Saiboani faana Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.33 cm Specimen: MRS/0469/97

Distinctive Characters:Dorsal fin with 8 spines and12 or 13 rays. Anal fin with 3 spines and8 rays.
Pectoral rays17 or 18. Body depth 2.2-2.7is standard length.A large, flat, fleshy flap oriented
transverselyon tip of chin. Caudalfin rounded.

Colour: Brown, somewhatblotched, with numerousdark edgedsmall white spotson head, body
andbasallyon fins. 4 triangularblack saddleson back,the first on napeandthelast on caudal peduncle.

Habitat and Biology: Occurs on coral reefs.Tends to hide in cavesor beneathledges by day but
emergesat dusk. Carnivorous.

Distribution: Western Indian Ocean.

Remarks: Pogonoperca ocellata,like other soap fishes, secretes copiousquantities of mucus
(grammistin),speciallywhendisturbed.Previouslyrecorded under thefamily Grammistidae.This species
is more oftenreferedto asP. punctata,andnamenow reserved for thePacific species.
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Pseudanthiascooperi (Regan,1902)

EnglishName: Silverstreakanthias Family: SERRANIDAE
Local Name: Dhon bureki Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 15 cm Specimen:MRS/0062186

Distinctive Characters:Dorsal fin with 10 spines and 15-17 rays. Anal fin with 3 spines and
7-8 rays.Pectoralfin 18-20 rays. 2 predorsalbones.Body depth2.8-3.3in standardlength. Compressed and
elongatedbody. Baseof caudal andpectoralcoveredwith scales.

Colour: Dorsalpink becomingyellow on lower sides.Dorsal spinesandanteriorrayspinkish.Caudalfin of
femalesdeeply emarginateand lobe tips bright red andin malescaudal fin lunateand redwith narrow
lavenderupper and lowermarginsand a short red baron side of the body. No violet linesabove.

Habitat and Biology: Occurs on coral reefsto depths of60 m. Feedson zooplankton.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Pseudanthiascooperi is often misidentified as Pseudanthias taeniatusKlunzinger, a Red
Sea species.P. kashiwaeTanaka,is a synonym.A popular aquariumfish.
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Pseudanthiasevansi (Smith, 1954)

English Name: Yellowback anthias Family: SERRANIDAE
Local Name: Mathi dhon bureki Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 13 cm Specimen: MRS!0296/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 11 spinesand 16 rays or 10 spinesand 16-18 rays. Anal fin
with 3 spines and 8 rays. Pectoralfin 16-18rays.Body depth 3.1-3.4 instandardlength. Upper lip
of males thickenedat symphysis,forming aprotuberantpapilla. Dorsal and analfin heavily scaled
at their basesand well out onto fins. Noprolongedspines. Caudalfin deeply forked.

Colour: Yellow abovea line from origin of dorsalfin to lower base ofcaudalfin; abruptly violet below.

Habitat and Biology: A common coral reef species. Occursat depthsless than 40 m. During daytime
it moves over reefpatchesinto the water column. Feedson planktons.

Distribution: Indian Ocean.

Remarks: Pseudanthiasevansi, is one of the most beautifullycolouredanthiids. It is a very popular
aquariumfish.
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Pseudanthiassquamipinnis (Peters,1855)

EnglishName: Scalefin anthias Family: SERRANIDAE
Local Name: Kashikeyomas Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 15 cm Specimen: MRS/0297/88

DistinctiveCharacters:Dorsal fin with 10 spines and 16-18. Anal fin with 3 spines and6-7 rays.
Pectoral fin 16-18 rays. Body depth2.4-3.1 in standardlength. Auxiliary scalespresent,fins heavily
scaled.No papillae on edgeof orbit, margin of suhopercle andinteropercleserrate. Third dorsal
spine prolongedin adult females,greatly elongatein males.Caudal fin lunate.

Colour: Femalesorange-yellow,the scales rimmed with lavenderexcept ventrally. Males fuchsia,
the scaleson side of body with a yellow spot.

Habitat and Biology: A common coral reef species. Occurs atdepths less than 35 m. Forms larger
aggregationsinfront of drop-offs in the watercolumn. Feedson plankton in theevening sun. Females
much commonerthan males.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Pseudanthias squamipinnisis the most commonspeciesof the genuson shallow reefs.
Like other anthiids it is a popularaquariumfish.
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Variola albimarginata Baissac,1952
PLATE 4a

EnglishName: White-edgedlyretail Family: SERRANIDAE
Local Name: Kandu raiy haa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 55 cm Specimen:MRS/P0128/87

Distinctive Characters:Dorsal fin with 9 spinesand 14 rays. Anal fin with 3 spinesand 8 rays.
Pectoralfin 17-19 rays. 13-16 lower gill rakers. Body depth2.8-3.5 in standardlength. Body oblong.
Pelvic fins usually not reaching anus. Midlateralbody scales ctenoid,without auxiliary scales.Caudal
fin of adultsvery lunate.

Colour: Body brownish-orangeor pale red with irregular red bandsalternatingwith yellow lines.
Rearmargin of caudalfin with narrow white margin. Pectoralsyellowish. Otherfins samecolouras body.

Habitat and Biology: Occurs on coral reefsat depths of 4-200 m. Feedsmainly on fish.

Distribution: lndo-WestPacific.

Remarks:Variola aihimarginata is often misidentifiedas V. louti. It can be readily recognisedby the
narrow white marginto the tail; V. louti hasa broadyellow marginto the caudaland othermedianfins.
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Variola louti (Forsskal,1775)
PLATE 4b

EnglishName: Yellow-edgedlyretail; Moontail seabass Family: SERRANIDAE
Local Name: Kandu haa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.81 cm Specimen: MRS/P0l62/87

Distinctive Characters:Dorsalfin with 9 spinesand13-15rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand8 rays. Pectoral
fin 16-19 rays. 15-18 lower gill rakers. Body depth2.8-3.3 in standard length. Bodyoblong. Anterior
interspinous membranesof dorsalfin slightly incised.Midlateral body scalesctenoid, without auxiliary
scales. Pelvicfins of adults reachpastanus.Caudal fin of adults verylunate.

Colour: Yellowish brown to orange-red. Head, bodyand median fins with numerous small irregular
spotsor streaks of pale blue, lavender orpink. Rearmargins of medianfins broadly yellow.Juveniles
with irregular black stripe and spotson upper side of headand body.

Habitat and Biology: Occurson coral reefsat depthsof 3-240 m, usually seensolitary in clear
water areas atdepths below15 m. Feedsprimarily on fishes,crustaceansand cephalopods.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks:Variola louti is commonly seenby diversand snorkellers alongthe reef slope. Underwater
it appearsmainly violet in colour, some individuals being a mostgorgeousdeeppurple.
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Calloplesiopsaltivelis (Steindachner,1903)

EnglishName: Comet Family: PLESIOPIDAE
Local Name: Dhunthari mas Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 16 cm Specimen:MRS/0283/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 11 spines and 8-9rays. Analfin with 3 spines and9 rays. Pectoral
rays18-19. Body depth2.5-2.7 in standardlength.Spinousmembranesof dorsalfin not incised.Dorsaland
analfin somewhatelevated.Caudalfin long and pointed.

Colour: Blackwith small roundbluish-whitespotson headandbody (oneperscale),and scaledbasalparts
of fins. A prominentocellusat the base of lastdorsalrays.

Habitat and Biology: A secretivespecies,living in cavesandcreviceson thereef slope.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Calloplesiopsaltivelis is fairly commonon protectedcoral reefsin the Maldives. However,it is
rarely seenby diversbecauseof its secretivehabits. Whenthreatenedit may presentits tail to the intruder
displayingtheprominentposterioreyespot.This is thoughtby someto be mimicry of the Spottedmorayeel.
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Priacanthushamrur (Forsskal,1775)

English Name: Crescent-tail bigeye Family: PRIACANTHIDAE
Local Name: Hungumas Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 35 cm Specimen: MRS/0015/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 10 spines and13-15rays. Analfin with 3 spines and13-16rays.
Pectoralrays 17-20. Body depth2.5-2.9 in standardlength. Well compressedbody. Mouth nearly vertical,
snout long. Posteriorandlower marginsof preoperclefinely serrated.Caudalfin emarginate.

Colour: Usually uniform red to deepred with a seriesof about 15 small dark spots along lateral line.
Median andpelvic fins duskyred. A blackspotat base offirst 3 pelvic rays. Capableof quickly alteringto
pinkish silver with six redbarson body andoneextendingventrally from eyes.

Habitat and Biology: Known from thedepth range about15 to at least250rn. Easilyapproached underwater.
Sometimesseenin small groups. Nocturnal.Feedsprimarily on the largerzooplanktons.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Priacanthushamrur is acommoninhabitantof Maldivianreefs.This speciesis closely relatedto
the endemicP. ineeki Jenkinsof Hawaii andtheAtlantic P. arenatusCuvier.
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Apogonabrogramma FraserandLachner,1985

EnglishName: Faintstripe cardinalfish Family: APOGONIDAE
LocalName: Ehronguboadhi Order: Perciformes
Size: Commonto7cm;max. 10cm Specimen: MRS/0203/88

DistinctiveCharacters:First dorsalfin with 7 spines,seconddorsalfin with 1 spineand9 rays. Analfin with
2 spinesand6 rays.Preopercle edgeserrate.Supramaxillaabsent.

Colour: Palebrown, with a distinct blackstriperunning from thesnoutthroughtheeye tothe tail. Leading
edges offirst dorsalandcaudalfins black. No spoton caudalfin.

HabitatandBiology: A coral reefspecies,commonestin shallow lagoonswhich containcoral outcrops.

Distribution: Indo-WestPacific.

Remarks:Apogonabrogrammais acommonspeciesin theMaldives.It belongstothesubgenusPristiapogon
whichcontainsseveralsimilar lookingspecies.Cardinalfishesareoneof fewmarinefish familiesin whichoral
brooding is found.
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Apogon nigrofasciatusLachner,1953

EnglishName: Black stripedcardinalfish Family: APOGONIDAE
LocalName: Fulhaaronguboadhi Order: Perciformes
Size: Commonto 6cm;max.9cm Specimen: MRS/0204/88

Distinctive Characters:First dorsal fin with 7 spines,second dorsalfin with 1 spineand9 rays. Analfin
with 2 spinesand 8 rays. Pectoralfin with 13 or 14 (usually 14) rays. Lateral line scales24-25. Total
gill rakers 20-24(usually21-23).

Colour: Whitish to yellow with five darkreddishto black stripeson headandbody which arebroaderthan
paleinterspaces.Fins light red.

Habitat and Biology: A coral reefspecies,usuallyseensingly or in pairsonreefflat andshallowouterlagoon
reefsto depthsof 18 m. Restsby day under ledgesor in crevices.Emergesat night to feedon small benthic
invertebrates.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Apogonnigrofasciatushas beencalled A. arouhiensisHombron andJacquinot,but their
descriptionnot identifiable. Very similar toApogonangustatusbut in that speciesthe pale interspacesare
broaderthan the darkstripes.
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English Name: Ghost cardinalfish Family: APOGONIDAE
LocalName: Loabodubureki Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 10cm Specimen: MRS/0028/86

Distinctive Characters: First dorsalfin with 7 spines, seconddorsalfin with 1 spineand9rays. Analfin with
2 spines and8 rays. Pectoralfin with 13 rays. Body depth2.7 in standardlength.A broadbody. Ridge of
preoperclesmooth;marginfinelyserrated.Postorbitalof headis almostequalto halfeyediameter. Firstdorsal
spineshort. Pectoralfin longerthan pelvic fin.

Colour: Overall copperyorsilvery with adarksaddleon upperhalfof caudalfin baseand wedgeshapedbar
beloweye.Upperpartof first dorsalfin black.Seconddorsalandanalfin dusky.Caudallobesdarkerthanthe
restof the tail.

Habitat and Biology: Usually seenamongthe staghorncoral.Nocturnalin habit.

Distribution: lndo-Pacific.

Remarks: Apogon saeavensisis oneof acomplexof three verysimilar speciesfoundin theMaldives.One of
the othersis Apogonguarnensi.r;the third hasnot yet beenscientifically described.Previouslyrecordedin
the genusOstorhynchusin the Catalogueof Fishesof the Maldives,Vol. 1, page20.

ApogonsavayensisGunther,1871
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Archamiafucata (Cantor,1850)

English Name: Redharred cardinalfish Family: APOGONIDAE
LocalName: Lah fathaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.9cm Specimen: MRS/0035/86

Distinctive Characters:First dorsalfin 6-7 spines andseconddorsalfin with I spineand 7-8 rays. Analfin
with 2 spinesand 15-18rays.Pectoralfin with 14 rays.Body depth2.7 in standardlength.Small, robustfish.
Hind marginof preoperculumfinely serrated.Pectoralfin shorterthan headlength. Mouthrelatively large
to capturebig prey.

Colour: Iridescentsilvery with about twenty five vertical orangelines which curve forward as they
pass ventrally on body. Dark spots apparenton the cheek.A distinct black spoton eitherside of the
caudalpeduncle.Finsyellow.

Habitat and Biology: Usually seenin aggregationsin theshelter ofreefsor rock substrataparticularly in
lagoonsto depthsof 60 m. Formsschoolsamongbranchingcorals.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Archamiafucara is sometimesused by Maldivian fishermen for bait, although it is not a
majorbait species.
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Fowleriapunctulata (Ruppell, 1836)

EnglishName: Pepperedcardinalfish Family: APOGONIDAE
LocalName: Thikijehi boadhi Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 6cm Specimen:MRS/0206/88

DistinctiveCharacters:First dorsalfin with 7 spines,seconddorsalfin with 1 spineand9 rays. Analfin with
2 spinesand8 rays. Pectoralfin with 14 rays.Lateral linescales10-12.

Colour: Reddishbrown with black spots in longitudinal rows on sides,and an oscillated black spoton
opercle.Fins not spotted.

Habitatand Biology: A crypticcoral reefspecies.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: F isostigma(Jordan and Seale)is a synonymof Fow/eriapuncrulata.Very similar toF variegata
which hasbrownmolting on its sidesandfins. Thefamily Apogonidaeis one ofthe largestcoralfish families.
World-widethereareanestimated250 species.
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Pseudamia gelatinosaSmith, 1955

EnglishName: Gelatinous cardinalfish Family: APOGONIDAE
LocalName: IloIhi boadhi Order: Perciformes
Size: Commonto6cm;max. 10cm Specimen: MRS/0074/86

Distinctive Characters: First dorsalfin with6 spines,seconddorsalfin with 1 spineand8 rays. Analfin with
2 spinesand8-9 rays. Pectoralfin with 15-17(usually 16) rays.Bodydepth4.0-4.8 in standardlength.Body
elongate,caudalfin large androunded. Juvenileswith strongtriangularspinulesaround angle of preopercle
that becomesundulateto smoothin adults.

Colour: Translucentwith light goldento silvery sheen,numeroustiny black spots arranged inlongitudinal
rows.Caudalfin blackish.

HabitatandBiology: Usually found in caves, henceis seldomseenby day.Foundin deep coralthickets to
depthof 40 m, usuallyin shelteredareas.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Pseudamiage/atinosamay be common in the Maldives, butits cryptic habits meanthat it is
almostnever seen.Not foundin daytime livebaitcatches.
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Rhabdamiacypselura Weber,1913

EnglishName: Headstripe cardinalfish Family: APOGONIDAE
LocalName: Himaboadhi Order: Perciformes
Size: Common to 4cm;max.7cm Specimen: MRS/0036/86

Distinctive Characters:First dorsalfin 6 spines, second dorsalfin with 1 spineand9 rays. Analfin with 2
spinesand9 rays. Pectoralfin with 13 rays.Body depth3.7 instandardlength. Moreelongated,lesselevated
thanmostof theother speciesoccurringin theMaldives. Maxillary extendedtobelow middleeye.Preopercle
ridge andmargin smooth.Pelvic fin abouthalf headlength.

Colour: Transparent with a fine redstippling dorsallyon body; a short black stripeon sideof snoutand a
faint one behindeye: a duskysubmarginalbandin eachcaudalfin lobe.

Habitat and Biology: Usually seenin largeaggregationswith othercardinal fishesin the shelteredreefs.
Often forms schoolsin caves.

Distribution: lndo-Pacific.

Remarks: Rhabdamiacypselura is a frequentlyusedbait andfavouredby Maldivian tuna fishermen.It is
normally caughtby placingthebaitnetover their coralretreat,chasingthemout, andlifting the netwhenthey
return.This sometimescausesconsiderabledamageto the corals.

118
<<



Remora remora (Linnaeus, 1766)

English Name: Brown remora Family: ECHENEIDAE
Local Name: Attamas Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 62 cm Specimen: MRS/0016/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 22-26 rays. Analfin with 22-24 rays. Pectoralrays 26-30.Body
depth about7.5 in standardlength.Body elongateandmoderatelyrobust.Depressedheadwith a sucking
disc which doesnot extendposteriorly as far as end of depressed pectoralfin. Sucking discwith
15-19 laminae. Pectoralfin shortandround. Caudalfin emarginate.Scalesminuteand indistinct.

Colour: Uniform duskybrown to almost black.

Habitat and Biology: In coastalandoceanic waters.Brown remorasattachthemselvesto avarietyof fishes
includingsharks,marlins and turtles.Theyfeed mainlyon scrapsthat result fromthe feedingactivitiesof
their host. In addition,they sometimeseat parasitic cnistaceansthat attachon their host.

Distribution: Circumtropical.

Remarks: The remoras(like Remoraremora) are easilydistinguishedby thesuckingdisc on thetop of the
head,which representsa modification of the spinousdorsalfin.
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Remorinaalbescens (TemminckandSchiegel,1845)

EnglishName: White remora Family: ECHENEIDAE
Local Name: Hudhu attamas Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.30 cm Specimen: MRS/0367/9l

Distinctive Characters:Dorsal fin with 17-22 rays. Anal fin with 21-26 rays. Pectoral rays18-21.Body
depth about7.5 in standardlength.Headwith suckingdisc, containing 13-14 laminae.Pelvic fins narrowly
attachedto abdomen.

Colour: Palegrey towhite.

Habitat and Biology: Usually associatedwith manta rays(family Mobulidae),attachingnear mouth, in
mouth cavity andgill chambers.

Distribution: Circumglobal.

Remarks: The white remora, Remorinaalbescens,is probablyfairly common in the Maldives, but it is
almostnever seen,by eitherdivers orfishermen,becauseit usually lives inthemouthcavities of mantarays.
The specimenon which this recordis basedwas taken froma mantaray caughtduring an offshorefishing
survey,on 26 November1988.
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Rachycentroncanadum (Linnaeus,1766)

EnglishName: Cobia Family: RACHYCENTRIDAE
Local Name: Koabiya Order: Perciformes
Size: Common to1.1 m; max. 2 m Specimen: MRS/P0137/87

DistinctiveCharacters:Dorsal fin with 7-9 spinesfollowedby 1 spineand 33-36rays. Anal fin with 2-3
spinesand 22-28 rays. Pectoral rays 21-22. Body depthabout4.8 instandardlength.Dorsalspinesshort and
separate.Anal spines weak.Headbroad and depressed. Mouth large and terminal. Caudalfin lunate in
adults,upperlobe longerthan lower (rounded in young, thecentralrays much prolonged).

Colour: Black above,sidesbrownwith 2 distinct light bands. Belly pale yellowish.

HabitatandBiology: Pelagic, butalso found overshallowcoral reefs andoff rock shores,occasionallyin
estuaries.Feedsmainly on crustaceans,squidsandfishes.

Distribution: World-wide in warm seasexceptfor EasternPacific. Despitethespecific name,not known
from Canada.

Remarks:Rachycentroncanadumis a large predatoryfish which is only rarely caughtby Maldivian
fishermen.It is relatedto remoras(seefamily Echneidae) inits appearance,although it lacks the sucking
pads.It is sometimes seenswimmingwith large seaanimals.
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Coryphaena equiselisLinnaeus,1758

EnglishName: Pompano dolphinfish Family: CORYPHAENIDAE
Local Name: Aila Order: Perciformes
Size: Commonto 50cm; max. 75 cm Specimen:MRS/0118/87

Distinctive Characters:Single dorsalfin usuallywith 52-59rays. Analfin with 23-29 rays.Pectoral with
18-21 rays. Body depth more than25%of standardlength.Anal fin withconvexoutline. Pectoralfin about
half of head length.

Colour: Back metallicblue-greenin life. Greyafter death. Sidessilvery with black spots.Juveniles with
white edgedcaudalfin.

HabitatandBiology: Pelagic, inhabits in openwatersbutalso approachesthe coasts.Probablyresembles
C. hipppurusin following ships and formingaggregations.Feedson small fishes andsquids.

Distribution: Oceanic, in most tropical and subtropicalwaters.

Remarks: Coryphaenaequiselisis much rarer than, but so similar toC. hippurus (next page)that it has
probably been confused with thatspecies.C. hippurushas a moreelongatedbody(less than25%of standard
length) andits pectoralfin is Yongerthanhalf its headlength.
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Coryphaena hippurusLinnaeus,1758

EnglishName: Commondolphinfish Family: CORYPHAENIDAE
Local Name: Fiyala Order: Perciformes
Size: Commonto 1 m; max. 2 m Specimen:MRS/0051/86

Distinctive Characters:Singledorsalfin usually with5 8-67rays. Analfin with 25-30 rays. Pectoralwith
17-20 rays. Body depth less than 25% of standardlength. Body elongateand compressed.Anal fin with
concaveoutline. Pectoralfin morethan halfof headlength.

Colour: Back brilliant metallic blue-green, shading togolden yellow ventrally with scatterediridescent
blue-greenspots. Dorsalfin deepblue-green.Caudal,analand pelvicfins mainly yellow.Brilliant colours
fade to silvery grey with black spotsand darkfins soon afterdeath.

Habitat and Biology: Pelagic,inhabits openwaters but also approaches thecoasts.Follows ships and
formsaggregationsbelow floating objects.Feedsmainly on fish, but alsocrustaceansand squids.

Distribution:Circumtropical.

Remarks:Coryphaenahipparus is much morecommon and larger thanthe closely relatedC. equiselis
(previous page). Thecommondolphinfish is a renowned gamefish caught mainlyby trolling a lure near
the surface.
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Alectisciliaris (Bloch, 1787)

EnglishName: African pompano Family: CARANGIDAE
Local Name: Naruvaahandhi Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 1.3 m Specimen:MRS/0501/97

Distinctive Characters:Dorsal fin with 7 short spines(invisible in larger ones)followed by 1 spineand
18-22rays. Analfin with 2 spines(embeddedin largerones) followedby 1 spineand18-20rays. Gill rakers
lower limbfirst gill arch 12-17,excludingrudiments.Anterior rays long andfilamentousin juveniles.Body
deepandcompressed.Forehead rounded.

Colour: Silvery, with touch of metallicblue dorsally.Juveniles with5 dark barson body.

Habitat and Biology: Adults solitary in coastalwaters to depthsof 100 m. Young usually pelagicand
drifting. Feeds mainlyon sedentarycrustaceans.

Distribution: Circumtropical.

Remarks: The similar A. indicus alsooccursin the Indian Ocean.UnlikeAlectisciliaris, A. indicus hasan
angularforehead,moregill rakerson lower limb of firstgill arch(21-26excludingrudiment),and is coloured
silver with agreen tingedorsally.
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Carangoidescaeruleopinnatus (Ruppell, 1830)

EnglishName: Coastal trevally Family: CARANGIDAE
Local Name: Vabboa handhi Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 40 cm Specimen:MRS/P0l46/87

Distinctive Characters:First dorsalfin with 8 spines,second dorsalfin with I spineand 20-23rays. Anal
fin with 2 spines followedby 1 spineand 16-20 rays.Gill rakerson first gill arch including the rudiments,
2 1-25. Naked area of breastextendswell beyond pelvicfins. Soft dorsallobe filamentousin young, but
shorterthan theheadlengthin adults.

Colour: Silvery, somewhat darker abovethan below. Many small yellow spotson sides.Small black
blotch on opercularmargin. Edges ofsecond dorsaland analfin dusky.

Habitat and Biology: Commonly foundoverdeeper coastalreefs,but rarely close toshore.

Distribution: Indo-West Pacific.

Remarks:While by no meanscommon,Carangoides caeruleopinnatusappears to bethe commonest
of the noticeably deep-bodiedCarangoideslandedat Male fish market.
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Carangoidesferdau (Forsskal, 1775)

English Name: Blue trevally Family: CARANGIDAE
Local Name: Dhabaruhandhi Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 70 cm Specimen: MRS/P0l40/87

Distinctive Characters: First dorsalfin with 8 spines,second dorsalfin with I spineand 26-34 rays. Anal
fin with 2 detachedspines,followed by I spineand21-26 rays. Gill rakerson first gill arch including the
rudiments,24-29. Snout bluntlyrounded.Breastnakedventrallyto origin of pelvic fins. Nakedpatchat the
base ofpectoralfin.

Colour: Silvery. Numerous inconspicuousgolden spots presenton sides mainly above level of
pectoral fins. Adults often with 5-6dusky bandson sides.

Habitat and Biology: Coastalwaters; semi-deniersal,found at depths from 5 to 60 m. Occurs singly
or in small aggregations.Feedson crustaceansor small fish.

Distribution: Indo-West Pacific.

Remarks: The manygoldenspotson the sidesof Carangoides ferdaugive it its Dhivehi name ‘Dhabaru
handhi - (rusty trevally), even thoughthereare a numberof other specieswith more conspicuous
orange markings.

126
<<



Carangoidesfulvoguttatus (Forsskal,1775)

English Name: Yellow-spottedtrevally Family: CARANGIDAE
Local Name: Dhon thiki handhi Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. I m Specimen: MRS/0502/97

Distinctive Characters: First dorsal fin with 8 spines, second dorsalfin with I spineand 25-30 rays..Anal
fin with 2 detachedspines,followedby 1 spineand21-26rays.Total gill rakers(including rudiments)on first
gill arch22-27. Profile of headandnapeslightly angularbecomingmore steepwith age.Adults’ mouth cleft
distinctly beloweyelevel.

Colour: Blue green above,silvery white below,usuallywith many smallyellow spotson sides.Large adults
with 3 black blotchesin a mid-lateralrow on flanks.

Habitat and Biology: Occurs in schoolson rockyand coral reefs, butis occasionallyfound over offshore
banks todepthof 100 m. Feeds mainlyon invertebratesand fish.

Distribution: lndo-Pacific.

Remarks: Carangoidesfulvoguttatusis often observedpatrollingtheedge ofreefsin its continuoussearch
for food.This speciesappearsnot soabundant intheMaldives. However,individualsdo occasionallyappear
in Male fish market.
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Carangoidesgymnostethus (Cuvier, 1833)

EnglishName: Bludger trevally Family: CARANGIDAE
Local Name: Mushimashandhi Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.90 cm Specimen:MRSIPO468/97

Distinctive Characters:First dorsalfin 8 spines, seconddorsalfin with I spineand28-32 rays. Analfin
with2 detachedspines,followed by 1 spineand24-26rays.Breastnaked tobehind pelvic originandlaterally
to pectoralorigin. Adults with mouth cleft atlevel of lower marginof eye.

Colour:Olive greenabove, silverywhite below;a fewbrownor goldenspotssometimespresent midlaterally;
opercular spot duskyand usuallyinconspicuous.

HabitatandBiology: Semi-demersal,generally at depthsover 20 m. Large individuals usually solitary,
juvenilesform small schools.Feedson crustaceans, cephalopodsand fish.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks:Carangoidesgymnostethusis not a commonspeciesin the Maldives.This report constitutesthe
first publishedrecordof its occurrence inthe Maldives.It is occasionally caughtby deep hand-line and
bottom longlines. Thisspecieswas previouslyknown as C. gymnostethoides.
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Carangoidesorthogrammus Jordanand Gilbert, 1881
PLATE 4c

EnglishName: Islandtrevally Family: CARANGIDAE
Local Name: Thumbahandhi Order: Perciformes
Size: Commonto 40cm; max. 70cm Specimen:MRS/P0157/87

Distinctive Characters:First dorsalfin with 8 spines,second dorsalfin with 1 spineand 28-31 rays. Anal
fin with 2 detachedspines,followedby I spineand24-26 rays. Gill rakerson first gill arch includingthe
rudiments,28-32. Snoutusuallyslightly angular.Lips in adults fleshy andpappilose.Breastnakedventrally
to origin of pelvicfins, occasionally with asmall patch of pelvicscales.

Colour: Rather darksilver-grey,tending to greenishabove.Darkishyellow spotson sides,mostly below
lateralline. Finewhite margin to anal fin.

Habitat and Biology: Inhabits lagoonsandseawardreefstodepthsexceeding50 m. Occurs singly,inpairs,
or inschools.Feedsprimarily on sand-dwellingcrustaceans,worms andsmall fishes.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific and Eastern Pacific.

Remarks: Carangoidesorthogrammushasa nearlyubiquitousoccurrenceat oceanicislandsand is virtually
absentfrom inshore,neritic areas.
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Carangoidesplagiotaenia (Bleeker, 1851)

English Name: Barcheek trevally Family: CARANGIDAE
Local Name: Thimarahandhi Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 42cm Specimen: MRS/PU130/87

Distinctive Characters: First dorsalfin with 8 spines,seconddorsalfin with I spineand 22-24 rays. Anal
fin with 2 detachedspines,followed by I spineand18-20 rays. Gill rakerson first gill arch includingthe
rudiments,27-40. Breastcompletelyscaled. Adultswith lower jawsomewhatenlargedandprojectingbeyond
upper jaw.Posteriorpart of lateral line with 11-18 relatively small scutes.

Colour: Silvery; greyishabove,palerbelow.Posteriormarginof preopercleblackin adults.Leading edgeof
pelvic fin and distal marginof anal fin with a narrow white border.

Habitat and Biology: Prefersouterreefareas.

Distribution: Indo-WestPacific.

Remarks:Many of the trevallies or jacksare ratherdifficult to tell apart,but Carangoides plagioraeniais
quite distinctive with its ratherelongate shapeand the black cheekbar.
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Caranx ignobilis (Forsskal,1775)
PLATE 4d

EnglishName: Gianttrevally Family: CARANGIDAE
Local Name: Muda handhi Order: Perciformes
Size: Commonto 80cm; max. 1.7 m Specimen:MRS/P0149/87

Distinctive Characters:First dorsalfin with 8 spines,second dorsalfin with I spineand 18-21 rays. Anal
fin with 2 detachedspines,followed by 1 spineand 15-17 rays. Gill rakerson first gill arch includingthe
rudiments,20-24.Body depth2.7-3.8 in fork length. Strong scutes,breast nakedventrally, typically with a
small patchof prepelvicscales.

Colour: Adults mainlysilvery grey to blackabove,usuallypalerbelow.No dark spotat upper end ofopercle.
Fins usuallyuniformly pigmentedgrey toblack.

Habitat and Biology: Abundant in all marine habitatsto a depth of80 m. Ubiquitous, but prefers hard
bottoms.Formslooseschools.Feeds mainlyon fish, butalso on cuttle fish, squidsand crustaceans.

Distribution: Widespread in Indo-West Pacific.

Remarks: Caranx ignohilis is the largest ofthe trevallies or jacks andalthoughsmall specimensmay be
confusedwith otherspecies(e.g. C. lugubris), largespecimensare unmistakable.
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Caranx lugubris Poey, 1860

EnglishName: Black trevally Family: CARANGIDAE
Local Name: Kalha handhi Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 85 cm Specimen: MRS/P0127/87

Distinctive Characters:First dorsal fin with 8 spines,seconddorsalfin with I spineand 20-22 rays. Anal
fin with 2 detachedspines,followedby 1 spineand 16-19 rays. Lobeof dorsalfin relativelylong. Breast
completelyscaled. Profileof headrelatively steep andangular.

Colour: Body and fins mostlyuniform grey to black. A small darkspotat upperend ofopercle.and scutes
oftenblack.

HabitatandBiology: Commonlyseenon outer reefslopesand clearoffshorewaters usuallyin 25-65 m.
Feedsprimarily on fish.

Distribution: Circumtropicalaroundoceanic islands.

Remarks:Caranxlugubris is mostlikely tobe confusedwith C. ignobilis from which it canbedistinguished
by its darkercolouration,headprofile andcompletelyscaledbreast.

PLATE 4e
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EnglishName: Bluefin trevally Family: CARANGIDAE
Local Name: Fanihandhi Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. I m Specimen:MRS/0049/86

Distinctive Characters:First dorsalfin with 8 spines, second dorsalfin with I spineand2 1-24 rays. Anal
fin with 2 detachedspines,followed by I spineand 17-20rays.Total gill rakers(including rudimentson first
arch) 25-29. Dorsal profileof head andventralprofile nearlystraight.Anterior rays of dorsal,pectoraland
anal fin falcate.Breastfully scaled.Entire straightpart of the lateralline with scutes.

Colour: Body greenishblue above, silvery below.Irregularly scattered blackspotson headand body. Fins
blue. Fins of juvenilesand youngadults pale todusky, exceptpectorals yellow.

Habitatand Biology: A reef-associatedspeciesmost commonin offshore areasin depthsfrom 3-40 m.
Solitaryor forms small schoolsaround coralreefs.Feeds mainlyon fish andcrustaceans.

Distribution: Indo-Pacificand EasternPacific.

Remarks:Caranx melampygusis the most commonjack on Maldivian reefs.This speciesis most active
duringearly morningand lateafternoon,but it also huntsat night. A colourful trevallynot shy of divers.

Caranx melampygusCuvier, 1833
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Caranx sexfasciatusQuoy andGaimard, 1825

EnglishName: Bigeye trevally Family: CARANGIDAE
Local Name: Haluvimas Order: Perciformes
Size: Commonto 60cm; max. 85 cm Specimen:MRS/00l3/86

Distinctive Characters:First dorsalfin with 8 spines,seconddorsalfin with I spineand19-22 rays. Anal
fin with 2 detachedspines,followedby I spineand 14-17 rays. Oblong and moderatelycompressedbody.
Dorsal profilemore convexthanthe ventral.Breastfully scaledexceptof smallareajustanterior topelvic fin
base.Adiposeeyelid well developed.

Colour: Greenishbrown above, silverywhite below.A blackish spoton upper edge ofgill cover, smaller
thantheeyediameter.Softdorsalandcaudalfin yellowishgrey.Anal and lowerlobeof caudalfin yellowish.
In adultsdorsal fin lobeswith white tip. Young with six broad blackishbars.

Habitat and Biology: A common reef-associatedspecies,semi-demersalto a depthof 50 m. Nocturnalin
behaviorand forms milling schoolsby day.Feedson crustaceans,squids,cuttlefish and small fish.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Caranxsevfasciatusis mainly caughtby nighthandline and is commonon artificial reefs and
wrecks.Can easily beapproachedby diversand evensnorklers.
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Decapterus macarellus(Cuvier, 1833)

English Name: Mackeral scad Family: CARANGIDAE
Local Name: Rimmas Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.32 cm Specimen:MRS/0070/86

Distinctive Characters: First dorsal fin with8 spines,second dorsalfin with I spineand31-37rays(including
finlets). Anal fin with 2 detached spines,followed by 1 spineand27-31 rays(including finlets). Body very
elongateand round.Rear end of upper jaw moderatelyroundedand slantedanteroventrally.Straightpart of
lateralline with scalesfollowed by sdutesat back.

Colour: Bluish green above,silvery below.A black opercularblotch distinct. Caudalfin yellowish green.

Anal and pelvicfins whitish.

Habitat and Biology: A schooling species, occurringmostly inopen waterandcommonin insular habitats.
Sometimesat surface,but usually in 40-200m. Feedson small planktonic invertebrates.

Distribution: Circumtropical.

Remarks: There are some5-6 speciesof Decapterusknown from the Indian Ocean, but sofar only one,
i.e. Decapterusmacarellusis recordedfrom the Maldives.
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Elagatis bipinnukita (Quoy and Gaimard,1825)
PLATE 4f

English Name: Rainbowrunner Family: CARANGIDAE
Local Name: Maaniyaamas Order: Perciformes
Size: Commonto 80 cm; max. 1 .2 m Specimen: MRS/0009/86

DistinctiveCharacters:First dorsalfin with 6 spines, second dorsaltin with 1 spineand25-30rays(including
finlets). Anal fin with only 2 spines,the first slightly detachedfrom the rest offin and coveredby skin in
larger individuals.The secondspinecontinuoswith 18-20 rays(including finlets). Elongate, fusiformand
slightly compressedbody. No scuteson lateralline. Caudalfin deeply forked.

Colour: Body deepblue above,light pink to white below. Threebroadlongitudinalolive to yellowishbands
on body, middle one runningfrom snoutthr ugh eye tocaudalpeduncle.

Habitat and Biology: A pelagic species,usually foundat or nearthe surfaceandclose toreefsnearoceanic
islands.Forms small schools.Feedson invertebratesand small fish.

Distribution: Circumtropical.

Remarks: Elagatis hipinnulata is sometimes associatedwith schoolsof K. pelamis(Skipjack tuna) and
young T. albacares(Yellowfin tuna),and oftencaughtin pole and linefishingas a by-catch.
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Gnathodonspeciosus (Forsskal.1775)

English Name: Golden trevally Family: CARANGIDAE
Local Name: Libaas handhi Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 1.1 m Specimen:MRS/P0333/88

Distinctive Characters:First dorsalfin with 7 spines, second dorsalfin with I spineand 18-20 rays. Anal
fin with 2 detachedspinesfollowed by I spineand 15-17 rays. Breastcompletelyscaled.Lips noticeably
papilloseand upperjawstronglyprotractile.

Colour: Youngandsmalladults brightyellow tosilvery with 7-il blackbands,usually alternatingbroadand
narrow.All tins yellow, with caudaltips black. Adultswith a few blackblotcheson sides.

Habitat andBiology: Found inshore,including rocky reefs, deeplagoonsand seawardreefs.A bottom
feederthat preyson crustaceans,molluscsandsmall fish.

Distribution: Tropical Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Gnathodonspeciosusis caught occasionallyby fishermenusing handlines nearreefs.Juveniles
swim with sharksand other bigfish and in this contextare found long distances offshore.

137

<<



Naucratesductor (Linnaeus,1758)

English Name: Pilot fish Family: CARANGIDAE
Local Name: Kafihi mas Order: Perciformes
Size: Common to 35 cm; max. 70cm Specimen: MRS/P0l83/88

Distinctive Characters: First dorsalfin with4-5 separatespines,seconddorsalwith I spineand25-29rays.
Anal fin with 2 detached spinesfollowed by I spine and 15-17 rays. Body elongate, shallowand barely
compressed.Caudalpedunclewithoutscutesbut with a longfleshy keelon eachside.

Colour: Silver-grey with6-7 blue blackbars. White tips to caudallobes,and also on soft dorsaland anal
lobes,most of fins dusky todark.

Habitat and Biology: Primarily pelagicin oceanicwaters. Occurssolitary, in pairs or in groups. Juveniles
drift with seaweedandjellyfish. Showspilot behaviour.

Distribution: Circumtropical.

Remarks: Naucratesductorhasa semi-obligate commensal relationshipwith largesharks.raysand other
fishes, turtlesand also shipsand drift wood.
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Scomberoideslysan (Forsskàl,1775)

English Name: Doublespottedqueenfish Family: CARANGIDAE
Local Name: Kashivaali, Hondeli fahaa vaali, Ekavaali Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.70 cm Specimen: MRS/P0123/87

DistinctiveCharacters:First dorsalfin with 6-7 spines,seconddorsalwith I spineand 19-21 rays. Analfin
with 2 detachedspinesfollowed by I spineand 17-19 rays. Maxilla extends to orslightly beyond rear
margin of eye.No scutes:scaleson midbodylanceolatein adults.

Colour: Silvery grey. Adults with a double series of6-8 dusky blotches above and below lateralline,
occasionally connectedby a narrowband.Top half ofdorsalfin lobe dark. Pelvicsyellow.

Habitat and Biology: Inhabits inshorewatersfrom shallow lagoonsto offshoreareasfrom the surface to
depthsof 100 m. Feedson otherfishes and smallcrustaceans.

Distribution: Indo-WestPacific.

Remarks: Although by no meanscommon,Scomberoideslysan is caught fairly regularly by Maldivian
fishermen usinghand-linesnear reefs. It hasa number oflocal names: ’vaali’ refers tothis type of fish;
kashi’ (spine)referstothe row of dorsalspines;hondelifahaameanssprat-chasing;and‘eka’ (one)presumably
refers tothe fact that it is normally caughtsingly.
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Sekir crumenophthalmus (Bloch, 1793)

English Name: Bigeyescad Family: CARANGIDAE
Local Name: Mushimas Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 30 cm Specimen: MRS/0011/86

Distinctive Characters: First dorsal fin with 8 spines,seconddorsalwith 1 spine and 24-27 rays. Anal fin
with 2 detachedspinesfollowed by I spineand 2 1-23 rays. Body elongate and moderately compressed.
Dorsal andanal fins without a detachedterminal finlet. Eye very large,shorterthan snout.Adiposeeyelid
coveringeye,exceptforbroadoval slit centralon pupil. Pectoralfin shorterthan head.

Colour: Metallic blue to bluishgreenabove,shadingto white below; yellow stripesometimespresentfrom
operclemargin to upperpart of caudalpeduncle.A black opercular spot distinct.

Habitatand Biology: Forms small to largeschoolsin inshorewatersand shallowreefstodepthsof 170 m.
Feedson plankton, benthicinvertebratesand small fish.

Distribution: World-wide in tropical and sub-tropicalwaters.

Remarks: Selarcruinenophthalmusis a wide-spreadspeciesin shallow lagoonsof thereefsand islands.In
the Maldives it is mainly caughtduring day timeusingpole andline. A popular foodfish.
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Seriola rivoliana Valenciennes,1833

Almacojack
Andhunmas
Commonto 70 cm; max. 1.1 m

Distinctive Characters: First dorsalfin with 7 spines,seconddorsalwith 1 spineand27-33rays. Analfin
with 2 detached spinesfollowed by 1 spineand18-22rays.Gill rakers(excludingrudiments)onthe first arch
22-26. Body elongate,moderately deep andslightly compressed.Upper jaw broad at end, extending to
below posteriormidpoint of pupil. No scuteson lateralline. Grooves presenton caudalpeduncle.

Colour: Palebrown. Dark bar extendingfrom eye todorsalspine (most marked injuveniles).Fins mostly
dark; pelvicsmay bewhite ventrally;analfin usuallywith white lobe; caudalwith palemargin.

Habitat and Biology: Oceanicand semi-demersalat depthsof 30-160m. Rarely found in inshorewaters.
Smalljuvenilesarefound offshore,underfloating plants and debris.Feedson fish.

Distribution: Circumtropical.

Remarks: The distinctive dark eye bar ofSeriola rivoliana gives this speciesits local name,andhun being
the Dhivehi word for kohl.

English Name:
Local Name:
Size:

Family: CARANGIDAE
Order: Perciformes
Specimen: MRS/P0119/87
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Trachinotus baillonii (Lacepède,1801)

English Name: Smallspotteddart Family: CARANGIDAE
Local Name: Goru vaali Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 54 cm Specimen: MRS/P0l 22/87

Distinctive Characters: First dorsal fin with 6 spines, seconddorsal with 1 spineand 20-24rays. Anal fin
with 2 detachedspinesfollowed by I spineand 20-24rays. Gill rakers on lower limb of first gill arch
(including rudiments)15-19. Body elongateto oval andstrongly compressed. Dorsalfin lobe consistently
shorterthananalfin lobe in largerspecimens.

Colour: Adults silvery blue to grey above, silverywhite below. Sideswith 1-5 small black spotsin a
longitudinal rowon or nearlateral line (usuallyequalor smallerthan eye).Spotsabsentin juveniles.Second
dorsal,analand caudatfins grey to black, lobesusually darkest.

Habitat and Biology: Occursin surgezonealongsandy beaches,oftenin veryshallow waters.Usually seen
in small schools.Feedson small fishes.

Distribution: Widely distributedin Indo-West Pacific.

Remarks: Trachinotus haillonii is commonly found in small groupsin lagoonsandbesidesshallowreefs.
On sunnydaysits silver colourationmakesit almost invisible as it swims abovethewhitesand.
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Trachinotus blochii (Lacepède,1801)

English Name: Snuhnose pompano Family: CARANGIDAE
Local Name: Rindha vaali Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 80 cm Specimen: MRS/P01 11/87

Distinctive Characters: First dorsalfin with 6 spines, seconddorsalwith 1 spineand 18-20rays. Anal fin
with 2 detachedspines followed by I spineand 16-18 rays. Body oval shapeandcompressed.Tongue
toothless.Predorsalboneoval-shaped.Profile of snoutbroadly rounded.No scutes.

Colour: Silver,butoften washedwith golden-orange,especiallyin largerindividuals.Anal fin dusky orange,
andlobe with abrownishanteriormargin.

Habitat and Biology: Inhabitscoralandrocky reefareasandshallowcoastal watersat depthsof 2-20m.
Feedsmainly on molluscsandhermit crabswhich it crusheswith its strongpharyngealplates.

Distribution: Widely distributedin Indo-West Pacific.

Remarks: Trachinotus blochiiis not verycommon, butit is occasionally caughtby hand line,and is sometimes
seenby divers,in small groupsalongtheouterreefs.TheDhivehi word ‘rindha ‘meansmussel,andrefersto
theoval shapedboneto be foundjust underthe skin at the nape of‘neck’.
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Aphareusfurca (Lacepède,1801)
PLATE 4g

English Name: Small toothed jobfish Family: LUTJANIDAE
Local Name: Keyolhu rovvi Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 40 cm Specimen: MRS/P0136/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 10 spinesand 10-11 rays. Anal fin with 3 spinesand 8 rays.
Pectoralfin with 15-16 rays. Gill rakerson the lower limb (including rudiments)16-18.Body relatively
elongateand compressed.Dorsal fin continuousand not incisedatjunctionof spiny andsoft portions.Last
ray of dorsalandanal fins prolonged.Caudalfin deeply forked.

Colour: Blue-grey, tending to purplish aboveand silvery below. Operculum andpreopercleedgedwith
black. Caudalfin dusky, otherspale. Variable yellow stripe sometimesseenon forehead.

Habitat and Biology: Inhabitscoral and rockyreefsat depthsbetween6 and 70 m. It is a solitary roving
predatorwhich feedsprincipally on small coral-reeffishes,but alsoeatscrustaceans.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Thereare two species ofAphareus,both of which occur inthe Maldives. They canbe easily
separatedon the basisof colour andsize.
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Aphareus rutilans Cuvier, 1830
PLATE 4h

English Name: Rusty jobfish Family: LUTJANIDAE
Local Name: Fashuvi rankaru mas Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 80cm Specimen: MRS/P0147/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 10 spines and 10-1 1 rays.No notchon thedorsalfin. Anal fin with
3 spinesand 8 rays. Pectoralfin with 15-16rays. Gill rakerson the lower limb (including rudiments)30-34.
Body relativelyslender.No teethon roofof mouth. Lowerjaw protruding.Finsscaleless.Caudalfin deeply
forked.

Colour: Usually reddish tendingsilvery below.Edge ofmaxilla black. Upperjaw edged withblack. Fins
yellowish to reddishexcept pelvicand anal fins which are sometimeswhitish.

Habitat and Biology: Occurson coralreefs, rockyand sandybottomsat 50 to at least 100 m depth. Feeds
on small crustaceans,other sanddwelling invertebratesandfish.

Distribution: Indo-West Pacific.

Remarks: Of the two related speciesof Aphareus,this is the larger and apparentlythe more
deep-dwelling.The Dhivehi name,‘Fashuvirankarumas’,meansfish with the golden threadgill rakers.
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Aprion virescens Valenciennes,1830
PLATE 5a

English Name: Green jobfish Family: LUTJANIDAE
Local Name: Giulhu Order: Perciformes
Size: Common to 60 cm; max. 1 m Specimen: MRS/0067/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 10 spinesand 11 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 8 rays. Pectoral
fin with 16-18rays.Elongateandfusiform body.A distinct groove in front ofeye.Maxillary almostreaching
to below front borderof eye.Preoperculumnotserrated.Pectoralfin short, about equalto snoutlength,and
rounded.Cheekscaled. Caudalfin deeply forkedwith pointed lobes.

Colour: Body dark greento blue above,palergrey below. A seriesof dark blotches betweenposterior
dorsal spinesand anteriordorsalrays.

Habitat and Biology: Inhabits inshorereef areasfrom 3 m down to a depthof 150 m. Solitary or in small
schools.Feeds mainlyon fishes, butalso on crustaceansand cephalopods.

Distribution: Tropical Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Aprion virescensis a free swimming carnivorousfish anddifficult to approachunderwater.It is
a verycommonspecies intheMaldives,caughtmainlyby handlineandtrolledlures.Its fleshmakesexcellent
eating.A crustaceanisopodparasiteis often found in its nostrils.
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Caesioxanthonota Bleeker, 1853

English Name: Yellowfin fusilier Family: LUTJANIDAE
Local Name: Mahi muguraan Order: Perciformes
Size: Common to 25 cm; max. about35 cm Specimen: MRS/00l9/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsalfin with 10 spinesand 15 (rarely 14) rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 12
(rarely 11)rays. Pectoralfin with 2 spinesand 19 rays.Moderatelyslender.fusiform, compressedbody.Eye
moderatelylarge.Dorsal profileconcavein front of eye. Pectoralfin slightly longerthan head.First dorsal
spineshort, third spinelongest. Caudalfin deeply forked.

Colour: Backanddorsalyellow, sky blueon sides,gradingto light pink on ventralside.Axil of pectoral fin
baseblack. Caudalfin yellow, without black tips or dark streakson lobes.

Habitat and Biology: Forms denseschoolsadjacentto reefs.Feedson zooplankton in large midwater
aggregations.Sometimestheseschoolsapproach thesurface,wherethey appearas ayellow stain.

Distribution: Indo-WestPacific.

Remarks: Caesioxanthonota waspreviouslyrecorded under thefamily Caesionidae.The fusiliersarenow
recognizedas a subfamily (Caesioninae)of the snapperfamily Lutjanidae.Juvenilesare usedas bait for
pole and line tuna fishery.
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Gymnocaesio gymnoptera(Bleeker,1856)

English Name: Slenderfusilier Family: LUTJANIDAE
Local Name: Dhandimuguraan Order: Perciformes
Size: Common to10 cm; max. 18 cm Specimen:MRS/0499/97

Distinctive Characters:Dorsalfin with 10 spinesand 15 rays andthe fin notdeeplynotched.Anal fin with
3 spinesand 12 rays. Dorsaland analfins scaleless. Pectoralfin with 21 or 22 rays. Two postmaxillary
process.Premaxilla withoutteeth. Body depth 5.0-6.0 in standardlength. Body very slender, fusiform,
elongatedand moderatelycompressed.

Colour: Bluish greenaboveand silvery white below.A singleyellow or brownstripe aboutone scalewidth
coveringthe lateral line for most of its length. Caudalfin dusky, tips of the lobesblack.

Habitat and Biology: Inhabitscoastalareasranging widely around coralreef. A schoolingfish, often in
groups with members ofthe genusPterocaesio.Feedson zooplanktonin largemidwateraggregations.

Distribution: Indo-West Pacific.

Remarks: Gymnocaesiogvmnopteraisusedasa live bait in the Maldivianpole and linetuna fishery.There
is somedebateasto whetherthefusiliersshouldbetreatedasadistinctivefamily or a subfamily (Caesioninae)
of thesnappers(Lutjanidae).
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Lutjanus argentimacukitus (Forsskal,1775)

English Name: Mangrove red snapper Family: LUTJANIDAE
Local Name: Odidhoshumas Order: Perciformes
Size: Common to 80 cm; max. 1.2 m Specimen: MRS/PU 160/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 10 spinesand 13-15 rays. Anal fin with 3 spinesand 8-9 rays.
Pectoralfin with 16-17rays.Bodydeep; body depth2.5-3.1 in standardlength. Dorsalscalerowshorizontal;
sometimesrising obliquelyposteriorly; rarely rising obliquely over entirelength. Crescent shaped tooth
patchon roof of mouth.

Colour: Greenishbrowntoreddish.Belly whiter. Someindividualswith I or2 blue linesundereye.Juveniles
with faint bandingon sides.

Habitat and Biology: Young specimensfound in big lagoonsand aroundmangroves;brown coloured.
Adults live in deeperreefareas todepthsof 100 m; redcoloured.Feedson fishesand crustaceans.

Distribution: Indo-West Pacific.

Remarks: Lutjanus argentimaculatusis not aparticularlycommonspeciesin the Maldives,but individuals
are sometimescaughtwith handlinesat night. It may easilybeconfusedwith L. bohar, but this hasall scale
rows abovethe lateralline clearlyoblique.
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Lutjanus bengalensis (Bloch, 1790)

English Name: Bengalsnapper Family: LUTJANIDAE
Local Name: Reendhoomas Order: Perciformes
Size: Usually lessthan 20 cm; max. 30 cm Specimen: MRS/0065/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 11-12spinesand 12-14rays. Anal fin with 3 spines and8 rays.
Pectoral fin with 16 or 17 rays. Body depth 2.5-2.9 in standardlength. Body robust andcompressed.
17-19 gill rakersincludingrudiments on first lower gill arch.Longitudinalscalerows ascendingobliquely
abovelateralline, hut running horizontally below it. Caudalfin slightly forked.

Colour: Body generallyyellow with fourbluish longitudinal stripeson sides.Whitish belowthe lines. Fins
yellowish to white.

Habitat and Biology: Occurs at depths between5-25 m, often forming small aggregationsaround
rocky outcropsand coral headsin sheltered lagoons.Feedsmainly on fishes and crustaceans.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Luijanus hengalensisisvery similarin appearancetoLutjanus kasinira.L. bengalensisis normally
seen by divers as schools of small, white bellied fish on coral hommies in deep lagoons.
L. kasmirais normally seenin schoolsof mediumsized,paleyellow bellied fish on coral reefs.

ISO

<<



Lutfanus biguttatus (Valenciennes,1830)

English Name: Two-spot bandedsnapper Family: LUTJANIDAE
Local Name: Bothi reendhoomas Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 20 cm Specimen: MRS/0176/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsalfin with 11 spines and12 rays. Analfin with 3 spines and8 rays. Pectoral
fin with 15 or 16 rays. Body depth3.5-3.8in standardlength. Body fusiform, very slender. Tongue smooth
without teeth.Toothpatchon vornertriangularwith amedianposteriorextensionScalerowson hackrising
obliquely ahovelateral line. Caudal fin truncate.

Colour: Upper headandhack darkbrown. Pairof white spotsbelow dorsalfin. White hand frommouth to
tail. Elsewhere yellow.Finspaleor yellow.

Habitat and Biology: Inhabitscoral reefsat depthsbetweenabout S and25 m. Sometimesoccursin large
schoolsof more than 100 individuals. Feedsmainly on small fishes andcrustaceans.

Distribution: Maldives to Western Pacific.

Remarks: Like most snappers,Lutjanusbiguttatus is a nocturnalspecies.By day it forms schools.
most often in association withlarge stands of branchingAcropora corals. At night the schools
disperseto feed on the reef.
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English Name: Two-spot red snapper Family: LUTJANIDAE
Local Name: Raiymas Order: Perciformes
Size: Common to 55 cm; max. 75 cm Specimen: MRS/0003/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 10 spinesand 13-14 rays. Anal fin with 3 spinesand 8 rays.
Pectoralfin with 16-17 rays. Body depth2.4-2.9 in standardlength. Body moderatelydeep.A prominent
groove or pitin front of eyecontainingthe nostrils. Caudalfin slightly emarginate.

Colour: Reddishbrown body, darker aboveand paler below,scalesof body with whitish spots.Marginsof
pelvic, analand caudalfins white. In young, two white spotspresenton sides.Sometimesshowsdistinctly
tripartite pattern:dark grey-redabove;mediumorangelaterally; silvery below.

Habitat and Biology: Found on coralreefs,sheltered lagoonsand outer reefs,usuallyatdepthsbetween10
and 70 m. Often solitary, butsometimesforming largeschools.Feeds mainlyon small fishes,crustaceans
and cephalopods.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Luijanus boharis perhapsthecommonestlargesnapperin theMaldives. It is a popular foodfish,
althoughits fleshcanbe somewhatchewy.This specieshasbeenimplicatedin ciguaterapoisoningin other
countries,but not in the Maldives.

Lutjanus bohar (Forsskal,1775)
PLATE 5b
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Lutjanusfulvus (Bloch andSchneider,1801)
PLATE 5c

English Name: Blacktail snapper Family: LUTJANIDAE
Local Name: Dhon mas Order: Perciformes
Size: Common to 25 cm; max. 40 cm Specimen: MRS/0121/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 10 spinesand 14 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 8 rays. Pectoral
fin with 16 rays. Body depth2.3-2.8 in standardlength. Dorsalprofile of headsteeply sloped.Preopercle
with prominentnotch on rearedge.Posteriorprofile of dorsaland anal fins rounded.Scale rowshorizontal
below lateralline, but rising obliquely aboveit. Caudal fin emarginate.

Colour: Greyish, paleyellow or white ventrally. Faint narrow yellow stripesmay be visible on body.
Caudalfin black, with narrow white margin.Anal and pelvic fins yellow. Dorsal fin reddishbrown.

Habitat and Biology: Frequentscoral patches inlagoonsand outerreefslopesin about2-40 mdepth. Feeds
mainly on crustaceans,occasionallyon small fishes, cephalopodsand holothurians.

Distribution: Indo-WestPacific.

Remarks: The blacktail snapper,Lutjanusfulvusis with its fine grey-yellow colouration,is oneof the most
attractive snappers. Althoughby no means rare it is much less common than the related
L. bohar, L. gibbus, L. kasmira.
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Lutjanus gibbus (Forsskal,1775)

English Name: Humpbackred snapper Family: LUTJANIDAE
Local Name: Ginimas Order: Perciformes
Size: Commonto 25 cm; max. SO cm Specimen: MRS/0002/86

Distinctive Characters:Dorsal fin with 10 spinesand 13-14 rays. Anal fin with 3 spinesand 8 rays.
Pectoralfin with 16-17 rays. Body depth2.2-2.5 in standardlength. Body oblongand well compressed.
Dorsal profilestrongly convex.Longitudinalrowsof scalesabovelateralline appear toriseobliquelyupward
to dorsalprofile; rows below also apparentlyrunningobliquely upward.Soft partsof dorsaland anal fins
with scaly sheath. Caudalfin deeplyforked; lobes rounded.

Colour: Body deepred. Caudalfin dark purple.Margins of soft dorsalandanal fins white.

Habitat and Biology: Inhabits coral reefs at depths from 6 to atleast30 m. Sometimesforming large
aggregations.during day. Feedson fishes, crustaceansand cephalopods.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Lutjanusgibbus is oneof the commonest of Maldivian snappers.During the day immense
schools carpet the reef. At night largenumberscan be caughtby handlining fishermen.
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Lutjanus kasmira (Forsskal,1775)
PLATE 5d

English Name: Bluestripedsnapper, Kashmir snapper Family: LUTJANIDAE
Local Name: Dhon reendhoomas Order: Perciformes
Size: Common to 25 cm; max. 35 cm Specimen: MRS/01 15/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 10 spinesand 14 or IS rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 8 rays.
Pectoralfin with IS or 16 rays. Bodydepth2.4-2.8in standardlength.Bodymoderatelydeep.Dorsal profile
of headsteeply sloped.5 or 6 scalerows on cheek.Scale rowshorizontal below lateralline, but rising
obliquely aboveit. Caudalfin slightly emarginate.

Colour: Yellow above,abruptly pale below, with4 blue stripes.Fins yellow, but upper edge ofpectorals
raysdark. Darkdorsal spotsometimespresent.

Habitat and Biology: Inhabitscoral reefs,occurringon both shallow lagoonsandon outer reefslopesto
depthsof at least60 m. Forms largeaggregations.Feedson fishes,crustaceansand cephalopods.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Thiscommonspeciescould easily beconfusedwith L. benga/ensis.It canbedistinguishedfrom
this and otherbluestripedyellow snappersby fin, gill raker andstripe counts,and by the fact that only
Lutjanuskasmirahasdusky upperpectoralrays.
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Lutjanus madras (Valenciennes,1831)

English Name: Indian snapper, Madras snapper Family: LUTJANIDAE
Local Name: Madharaaseemas Order: Perciformes
Size: Commonto 20cm; max. 30cm Specimen:MRS/017l/87

Distinctive Characters:Dorsal fin with 10 spinesandusually 13 rays. Anal fin with 3 spinesand 8 rays.
Pectoralfin with 16 or 17 rays. Body depth2.6-3.1 in standard length. Predorsal scales extending to
midinterorbital level.A blunt flattenedspine on uppermargin of opercle,abovethe main centrallylocated
spine.Total gill rakeron the first arch 18 to 21. Caudalfin truncateor slightly emarginate.

Colour: Pale with narrowhorizontal yellow lines. Headpinkish.Fins yellow, exceptpalepelvics.

Habitatand Biology: Inhabitscoral and rockyreefsusuallyat depthsbetween5 and90 m.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Lutjanusmadrasappearsto beratherrare in Maldives.This report isbasedon a single specimen
caughtby trap in about40 m nearK. Feydhoofinolhu.It hasalso been recordedfrom the Laccadives,but is
apparentlymore commonlyassociatedwith continentalmarginsthan oceanic islands.
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Lutjanus monostigma (Cuvier, 1828)

EnglishName: One-spot snapper Family: LUTJANIDAE
Local Name: Filolhu Order: Perciformes
Size: Commonto 50 cm; max. 60 cm Specimen:MRS/0029/86

DistinctiveCharacters:Dorsal fin with 10 spinesand 13 (rarely 14) rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 8 or9
rays. Pectoralfin with 15-17rays. Body depth2.6-3.0 in standardlength.Moderatelyelongatefish. Tongue
with a patch offine granular teeth,although sometimesabsentin juveniles. Upper scalerows obliquely
ascending.Caudalfin truncateto emarginate.

Colour: Yellowish. A black spot,ratherdiffuse, on the lateralline belowthejunction ofspinousandthe soft
dorsalfin. Fins yellow.

HabitatandBiology: Inhabitscoral reefareas, usuallyclose toshelterin the form of caves,from depthsof
5-30 m. Feeds mainlyon fishesand benthiccrustaceans.Formssmall schools.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks:Lutjanusmonostigmais a moderatelycommonspeciesin the Maldives.It is oftencalled‘Filoihu
by Maldivian fishermen,althoughthis namemore properly appliesto theEmperors(family Lethrinidae).

157

<<



Lutfanus rufolineatus (Valenciennes,1830)

English Name: Snapper Family: LUTJANIDAE
Local Name: Raiy reendhoo mas Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 30 cm Specimen:MRS/Ol74/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsalfin with 10 or 11 spinesand 13 or 14 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand8 rays.
Pectoralfin with 16 or 17 rays. Body depth2.4-2.6 in standardlength. Scalerows rising obliquely above
lateral line. Crescentictooth patchon roof of mouth without posterior extension. Distinct preopercular
notch and interopercularknob.

Colour: Pink with about 10 paleyellow stripeson sides.Finsmainly yellowish. Upperpectoralaxil brown.
Somespecimenswith ablack spot on backbelow anteriorpartof soft dorsalfin.

Habitat and Biology: Inhabitscoralreefsat depthsbetweenabout 15 and 100 m. Often in schoolsof up to
30-40 individuals.Feedsmainlyon fishes,crustaceans,cephalopods andsomeplanktons.

Distribution: Maldives to WesternPacific.

Remarks: The two specimensreportedhereconstitutethe only record ofLutjanus rufolineatusfrom the
Maldives,and indeedfrom the entirecentral IndianOcean.The previousmost westerlyrecordswere from
the IndianOceancoastof Sumatra. Thisspecies waspreviouslyrecordedasLutjanushouttonin theCatalogue
of Fishesof the Maldives, Vol.2,page252.
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Lutfanus sebae (Cuvier, 1828)
PLATE Se

English Name: Emperor red snapper Family: LUTJANIDAE
Local Name: Maaginimas Order: Perciformes
Size: Common to 60 cm; max. I m Specimen: MRS/PO166/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 11 spinesand 15 or 16 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 10 rays.
Pectoralfin with 17 rays. Body very deep. Bodydepth2.1-2.4 in standardlength.Scalerows below lateral
line ascendingobliquely.Caudal fin slightly forked.

Colour: Reddishorpink. Smallerspecimenswith 3 darkerbandson sides.Thefirst runs forwardacrossthe
head,the seconddownthe centreof the body andthe third curvesbackfrom the dorsalfin to the lowerpart
of thecaudalfin.

Habitat and Biology: Occurs in thevicinity of coral reefs,often over adjacentsandflats.. Adults rangefrom
10 to at leastlOOm depth.Juvenilessometimesfoundin mangroveareas.Feedson fishes,benthiccrustaceans
and cephalopods.

Distribution: Indo-West Pacific.

Remarks: The Emperor redsnapper,Lutjanus sehaecaneasily berecognisedwith its distinctive shapeand
colouration. It alsohasmore soft dorsaland anal rays thanotherLutjanus.It is ratherrare in Maldives,there
beingvery few publishedrecordsof its occurrencehere.
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Macolor macularis Fowler, 1931

English Name: Midnight snapper Family: LUTJANIDAE
Local Name: Kalhu fonlyamas Order: Perciformes
Size: Commonto 40 cm; max. 60 cm Specimen:MRS/P0332/88

Distinctive Characters:Dorsal fin with 10 spinesand 13 rays(lastdivided at base).Anal fin with 3 spines
and 10 rays(last divided at base).Pectoralfin with 17 or 18 rays. Bodyrelatively deep.Juvenileswith very
long pelvic fins. Gill rakerson lower limb of first arch 70 to 80. Caudalfins emarginate.

Colour: Dull grey. Juvenilesblack and white, with a broad black horizontal band from eye torear
edge of opercle.

HabitatandBiology: Inhabits coralreefsandis usually seensolitarily. Occursat depthsbetweenaboutS
and50 m. Feedslargelyon fishesand crustaceans.

Distribution: Widespread inIndo-WestPacific.

Remarks:Both Macu/or macularis and the closely relatedM. niger havedistinctly patternedblack and
whitejuveniles.Unlike theadultsthesecanbe veryeasily distinguishednot only on thedetailsof thecolour
patternbutalso on the presenceof extremely longpelvic fins in juveniles of M. macu/aris.
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Macolor niger (Forsskal,1775)

English Name: Black and white snapper Family: LUTJANIDAE
Local Name: Foniyamas Order: Perciformes
Size: Common to 35 cm; max. 60 cm Specimen: MRS/P0144/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 10 spines and 13 or 14 rays. Anal fin with 3 spinesand 11 rays.
Pectoralfin with 17 or 18 rays. Body depth2.3-2.9in standardlength.Body relativelydeep.Gill rakerson
lower limb of first gill arch 60-70. Juvenileswith very long pectoral fins. Caudal fin truncateor
slightly emarginate.

Colour: Adults grey, in life with dusky yellowmottling on face. Juvenilesblack andwhite, without a black
horizontalband fromeye tooperculumedge.

Habitat and Biology: Inhabitscoral reefsandis usuallyseenin solitary,sometime inlargeschools.Occurs
at depthsbetween5 and 90 m. Feeds largelyon fishesand crustaceans.

Distribution: Indo-WestPacific.

Remarks: Juvenilesof the two speciesof Macoloraresometimesusedin theaquariumfish trade. Theycan
be distinguishedby colour pattern(there is a white bandbehind the eye inMacolor niger)and pelvic fin
length (very long in Maca/ormacularis).

161

<<



Paracaesiosordidus Abe and Shinohara,1962

EnglishName: Blue snapper Family: LUTJANIDAE
Local Name: Noomas Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 40 cm Specimen: MRS/P0161/87

Distinctive Characters:Dorsal fin with 10 spinesand 9-10rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand8 rays.Pectoral
fin with 16-17 rays.Body depth2.5 times in standardlength.Body moderatelydeep,but fusiform.Pectoral
fins long, reachinglevel of anus.Dorsaland anal fins scaleless.Eye large,just aboveline from tip of upper
jaw to middle of caudalfin. Interorbitalspaceconvex.Caudalfin deeply forked.

Colour: Overall dark purplish-brown tobluish; silveryor whitish on lower sidesand belly. Dorsal and
caudalfins brownish to slightly yellow, otherfins whitish to translucent.

Habitat and Biology: Occursover rockybottoms betweenabout50 to 200 m.

Distribution: Tropical Indo-Pacific.

Remarks:Paracaesiosordiduscaneasily be distinguishedfrom the relatedP. xanthuruson the basisof
colour pattern.P. sordidusis sometimesseenin small schoolsby divers on deep outer reefslope.
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Paracaesio xanthurus(Bleeker, 1869)

English Name: Yellowtail blue snapper Family: LUTJANIDAE
Local Name: Nigoodhon noomas Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 40cm Specimen: MRS/0177/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 10 spinesand 10 (rarely 11) rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 8
(rarely 9) rays. Pectoral fin with 16 rays. Body depth2.6-3.1 in standardlength.Body moderatelydeep.
fusiform. Largeeyes.Interorbitalspaceconvex. Maxillawithor withoutscales.Dorsalandanal fins scaleless.
Pectoralfins long, reachinglevel of anus.Caudalfin deeply forked.

Colour: Overallblue, sometimeswhitish on belly and lowerpart of head.A brightyellow areaon back and
caudalfin.

Habitat and Biology: Occurs over rocky bottoms. Sometimesforming large schoolsat depthsbetween
20 and 150 m. Feeds largelyon zooplankton.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Paracaesioxanthurusappearsto be uncommonin Maldives. Becauseof its distinctiveblue and
yellow colourationit is unlikely to be confusedwith the closely relatedP. sordidusbut may be confused
with the commonand similarly colouredyellowfin fusilier (Caesio xanthonata).That species,however,is
noticeablymore slender.
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Pinjalo lewisi Randall.Allen and Anderson,1987

English Name: Slender pinjalo Family: LUTJANIDAE
Local Name: Kandu kirulhiyamas Order: Perciformes
Size: Common to 30cm; max. 50cm Specimen: MRS/P0l33/87

DistinctiveCharacters:Dorsalfin with 12 spinesand 13 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand8-9 rays. Pectoral
fin with 17 rays. Body moderatelydeep.Dorsal profile of head high;interorbital spacestrongly convex.
Mouth small,themaxilla reachingbelow front ofeye.Pectoralfins long, reachinglevels of anus.Scale rows
oblique.Caudal fin emarginate.

Colour: Pink, silvery below. Pelvicand anal fins pale, pink or white. Sometimeswith white spoton upper
part of caudalpeduncle.

Habitat and Biology: Inhabits reefs and rocky bottomsto depthsof about 60 m. Feedson benthicand
planktonic invertebratesandpossiblyon smallfishes.

Distribution: Indo-West Pacific.

Remarks: The confusionbetweenPinjalo lewisi and the relatedP. pinjalo was clearedup by Randall,
Allen and Anderson,(1987). P. pinjalo is very similar inoverall appearance,buthasa dorsal with11 spines
and 14-15 rays, and analfin with 9-10 (usually 10) rays; it also has yellowpelvic and anal fins.
It appearsthat P. pinjalo occurs more aroundcontinentalmargins,while P. lewisi is moreat homenear
oceanicislands.
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Pristipomoidesauricilla (Jordan,Evermannand Tanaka,1927)

English Name: Goldflagjobfish Family: LUTJANIDAE
Local Name: Dhon giulhu Order: Perciformes
Size: Common to 25 cm; max. 45 cm Specimen: MRS/0309/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 10 spines and 11 rays. Anal fin with 3 spines and8 rays.
Pectoralfin with 16 rays. Body depth3.1-3.6 in standardlength. Body elongate androbust.Tongue with
teeth.Vomerinetooth patchtriangular. Basesof dorsaland anal fins scaleless,their lastsoft raysextended
into short filaments. Pectoralfins long, reachinglevel of anus.Caudal fin forked.

Colour: Purplishwith many yellow spotsor faint yellow lines. Fins yellow. Lower lobeof caudalmay be
grey in females.

Habitat and Biology: Occurs over rockybottoms betweenabout90 to 360 m, mostabundantfrom about
180 to 270 m. Feedson fishes,pelagictunicatesandsalps(a planktonictunicate).

Distribution: Widespread intropical Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: A total of 4 specimensof Prisripoinoidesauricilla werecaughtby the researchvesselFarunias
while bottomlonglining in about80-100m of water outsideMale Atoll. Thisapparentlyconstitutedthe first
record ofthis speciesfrom the west of the AndamanSea.
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Pristipomoidesfilamentosus (Valenciennes,1830)

PLATE 5f

English Name: Crimsonjobfish Family: LUTJANIDAE
Local Name: Jambu giulhu Order: Perciformes
Size: Common to 50cm; max. 80 cm Specimen: MRS/0l75/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 10 spines and 12 rays. Anal fin with 3 spinesand 8 rays.
Pectoralfin with 15 or 16 rays. Body depth3.3-3.8 in standardlength.Body elongate,robust. Interorbital
spacebroad. Lowerjaw slightly protruding.Pectoralfins long, reachinglevel of anus.

Colour: Sidesand hack red-brown with blue flecks (silvery when first caught). Marginsof dorsaland
caudal fins distinctive rusty orange.

Habitat and Biology: Occursover rocky bottoms at depthsbetween90 and 360 m. Moves to the upper
portion of its depth rangeat night to feed on small fishes andcrustaceans.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks:Until recentlyPristipoinoidesfilamentosusappearedto be rare in Maldives,but this wasa result
of its deepdwelling habits.Fishermenhavein the lastcouple of yearsstarteddeephandliningoutsidethe
atolls:as a result this speciesand other deepliving fishesnow appearfairly regularly on Male fish market.
The two specimenson which this report is basedwere caughtby longline in about 150 to 200 m depth
outsideK. Makunudhoo.
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Pterocaesio chrysozona(Cuvier, 1830)

English Name: Goidhandfusilier Family: LUTJANIDAE
Local Name: Mas muguraan Order: Perciformes
Size: Commonto 14cm: max. 21 cm Specimen: MRS/0047/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 10 spines and15 (rarely 14) rays. Anal fin with 3 spines and
12 (rarely 11) rays. Body depth 3.4-4.0 in standardlength. An elongate, fusiformand compressedfish.
Maxillary extended below thefront border of eye. Eye moderatelylarge. Pectoral fin equal to the head
length without snout. Basesof dorsalandanal fin coveredwith scales.

Colour: Bluish dorsally. Sideswith ayellow bandjust below lateralline anteriorlyrunningfrom theeye to
the caudalfin base.Fins yellowish. Caudalfin lobesblack.

Habitat and Biology: Inhabits shallowwaters, rockyand coral reefareas. Feedson zooplanktonin large
midwateraggregations.

Distribution: lndo-West Pacific.

Remarks: Prerocaesiochrvso:ona,along with severalother speciesof fusiliers, areusedas juvenilesas
livebait in the poleand line tuna fishery. It hasbeenestimatedthat roughly 20000tof ‘muguraan’ (fusiliers)
areusedannuallyas livebait in the Maldives.
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Pterocaesiopisang (Bleeker, 1853)

EnglishName: Bananafusilier Family: LUTJANIDAE
Local Name: Raiy muguraan Order: Perciformes
Size: Common to10 cm; max. 21 cm Specimen:MRS/0498/97

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 10 spinesand 15 (rarely 14 or 16) rays. Analfin with 3 spines and
12 (rarely 11 or 13) rays.Pectoralfin with 18-20rays. Body depth3.8-4.2in standardlength.Bodyfusiform,
elongateand compressed.Basesof dorsal andanal fin coveredwith scales.

Colour: Dark red to silvery,palerventrally. Lateralline darkerthan thebackgroundcolouration. No stripes
or bandson sides.Snoutoften yellowish. Tips of caudallobesdark red toblack.

Habitat and Biology: Inhabitscoastalwaters and coral and rocky reef. A schoolingfish, sometimesin
groupswith otherspeciesof the genus. Feedson zooplanktonin midwateraggregations.

Distribution: Indo-West Pacific.

Remarks: Pterocaesiopisang is a bait of major importanceof tunafishery in the Maldives. AroundMale,
fusiliersare usedaslive bait most frequentlyduring the northeast monsoonseason.Fusiliersarepreviously
recorded underthe family Caesionidae.
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Pterocaesiotile (Cuvier, 1830)

English Name: Dark-banded fusilier Family: LUTJANIDAE
Local Name: Garahitha muguraan Order: Perciformes
Size: Common to 18 cm; max. 30cm Specimen: MRS/0500/97

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 11 or 12 (rarely 10) spines and19-22rays. Analfin with 3 spines
and 13 rays. Pectoralfin with 22-24 rays. Body depth3.8-4.4 in standardlength. Body fusiform, elongate
and compressed.Basesof dorsaland anal fin covered withscales.

Colour: Scalesabovethe lateralline bluishgreenin their centresand blackon their margins.Lateral line
coveredfor mostof its lengthby ablack stripe aboutone scalewidth with a broad brilliantlight blue zone
below it. Lower third of body white to pinkish.Caudalfin with a black streakson each lobe.

Habitat and Biology: Inhabitscoastal watersandcoral and rocky reef. A schoolingfish, sometimesin
groups with otherfusiliers. Feedson zooplanktonin midwateraggregations.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Pterocaesiotile is oneof the mostcommonof the fusiliers in the Maldives. Juvenilesareoften
usedas live bait by tuna fishermen.Largerneon-blue-stripedindividuals form gleaming schoolson the
reefswhich are a greater attraction fordivers.
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Lobotes surinamensis(B loch, 1790)

English Name: Tripletail Family: LOBOTIDAE
Local Name: Kandu faana,Huifathumas Order: Perciformes
Size: Common to50 cm; max. 1 m Specimen: MRS/P0320/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 11-13 spines and13-16rays. Analfin with 3 spines and9-12 rays.
Pectoralfin with 17 rays. Body depth2.0-2.5 in standardlength.Body oval to oblong. A single dorsalfin
with stout spines andelevatedposteriorsection.Dorsal fin lobe rounded.Preoperclecoarselyserrate.Roof
of mouth and tongue toothless.Caudalfin rounded.

Colour: Olive to darkbrown, mottledwith dark spots.Juveniles yellowwith darkerspots.

Habitat and Biology: Inhabitsboth in coastalareasandin openseaaroundfloating objects.Juvenilesmay
sometimesbe seenin very shallow waterwherethey havea resemblanceto floating leavesor weeds.Feeds
mainly on bottom-dwellingcrustaceansandsmall fish.

Distribution: World-wide in tropical and subtropicalwaters.

Remarks: Adults of Lobotessurinamensiswhen seenoffshoremayappearratherlike groupers.Thisexplains
thefishermen’sname‘kandufaana (oceangrouper).Juveniles,which aresometimesseen inshallow weedy
lagoons,have been called’huifathu mas’.
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Gerres oyena (Forsskál,1775)

English Name: Common silverbiddy Family: GERREIDAE
Local Name: Uniya Order: Perciformes
Size: Commonto 15 cm; max. 25 cm Specimen: MRS/0064/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 9 spinesand 10 rays. Analfin with3 spinesand7 rays.Pectoralfin
with 15 or 17 rays. Body depth3.0-3.3 in standardlength.Bodyvery slender.Secondanalspineslenderand
short, equalto or shorterthan eyediameter.Caudalfin deeplyforked.

Colour: Paleolive above tosilvery below.7 or 8 faint dusky barson sidesof body, morepronouncedin
juveniles. Prominentblacktips to spinouspart of dorsalfin. Caudalfin uniformly dusky.

Habitat and Biology: Occursalong sandy beaches toa depthof 20 m. Also enters estuariesand brackish
lagoons.Feedson small organismsliving on sandybottoms.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Gerresovenais commonin shallowsandylagoonsof Maldives. It waspreviously misidentified
as G. lucidusCuvier in the Catalogueof Fishesof the Maldives,Vol. 1, page66.
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Diagrammapictum (Thunberg. 1792)

EnglishName: Painted sweetlips Family: HAEMULIDAE
Local Name: Kilanbu guruva Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.90 cm Specimen: MRS/P0481/97

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 9-10 spinesand 17-20 rays. Anal fin with 3 spinesand 7 rays.
Pectoralfin with 16-17rays.Seconddorsalspine muchlongerthanthe first. 20 to 25 scalesbetweenlateral
line anddorsalfin origin. Scalessmall andctenoid.Mouth small, lips thick.

Colour: Adults light grey with scatteredlarge blackishblotcheson sides, whiteon belly. Juvenileswith
conspicuousalternating blackandwhite stripes,and yellowishon headandbelly. Stripeseventually breakup
into spotsthat disappearin adults.

Habitat and Biology: Found on shallowcoastalareasandcoral reefs down to a depthof 80 rn. Most
commonon silty areas.Feedson bottom invertebrates andfish.

Distribution: Indo-WestPacific.

Remarks: Di grammapicluni caneasilybe distinguishedfrom othersweetlipsby its short.first dorsalspine
andsecond(with the third) abruptly the longest.
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Plectorhinchusalbovittatus (Ruppell, 1838)

English Name: Giant sweetlips Family: HAEMULIDAE
Local Name: Maa guruva Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 1 m Specimen: MRS/P030l/88

Distinctive Characters:Dorsalfin with 13 spines and18-19rays. Analfin with 3 spines and7 rays. Pectoral
fin 17 rays. Lips greatly enlarged.Caudalfin slightly emarginate.

Colour: Adults dark grey with numerouspalespotsandshort irregularlines. Usually abroaddiffused pale
barjust behindpectoralfins, extendingonto abdomen.Soft portion of dorsalfin andlobesof caudalfin with
large blackareas.Anal, pelvic and pectoralfin blackor partially black.

Habitat and Biology: Usually seenover reefflats and rubble slopesto depthsbetween8-50 m. Roams in
looseaggregations.

Distribution: Indo-West Pacific.

Remarks: Plectorhinchusalbovittatusis the largestspeciesof this family. It is not aparticularcommon
speciesin theMaldives with fewrecordsof its occurence.P. obscurum(Gunther)andP. harrawayi (Smith)
aresynonyms
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PlectorhinchuschaetodonoidesLacepède,1800

English Name: Harlequinsweetlips Family: HAEMULIDAE
Local Name: Galu guruva Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.65 cm Specimen:MRS/P0480/97

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 12 spinesand 1 8-19 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand8 rays. Gill
rakerson lower limb of first gill arch lessthan25. Lips fleshy,moderatelyswollenwith age.Scalesctenoid
(rough to touch). Height of soft dorsalfin aboutequal tolengthof its base.

Colour: Adults overall whitish with numerous brownspotsthat extend ontomost fins. Belly sometimes
duskybrownish. Juvenilesbrown with largedark edgedwhite spots.

Habitat and Biology: Foundin coastalwatersnearreefsto depthsof 35 m.Commonon rich coralareasof
clearlagoonsandseawardsreefs.Usually seenhoveringunderledgesand tablecorals. Feedsprimarily at
night on crustaceans,molluscsandfish.

Distribution: Indo-West Pacific.

Remarks: Juvenilesof Plectorhinchuschaetodonoidesappear tomimic a toxic nudibranch orpolyclad
flatworm. Juvenilesalsoexportedas aquariumfish. The family Haemulidaeis currently beingscientifically
revisedby Dr. Roland McKay ofthe QueenslandMuseum.
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Plectorhinchus vittatus (Linnaeus,1758)

English Name: Oriental sweetlips Family: HAEMULIDAE
Local Name: Kanduguruva Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 55 cm Specimen: MRS/0098/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsalfin with 13 spinesand 17-20 rays; thesecond tothe fifth spine longestand
subequal. Analfin with 3 spinesand7-8 rays. Lips fleshy,swollenwith age.

Colour: Varies greatly with age.Juvenileswith connectedblackblotchesthat gradually breakup in adults
into horizontalbands whichunite at tip of snout.Pectoralfins black injuveniles,becominguniform yellow
in adults. Medianfins with blackmargin.Tail spotted withage.

Habitat and Biology: Inhabitscoral reefsand inshorerocky reefs to adepthof 42 m. Adults often form
aggregations.Feedson benthiccrustaceansand molluscs. Juvenilesextremelyactive.

Distribution: Indo-West Pacific.

Remarks: Plectorhinchusvittatus is the most commonlyseensweetlipsin the Maldivian reefs.Adults not
shyof divers butjuvenilestendto hideamongcoralbranches. Juvenilesareexportedas aquariumfish. This
specieswaspreviouslyknown asP orientalis.
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English Name: Grey large-eyebream Family: LETHRINIDAE
Local Name: Kanduuniya Order: Perciformes
Size: Commonto 25 cm; max. 30cm Specimen: MRS/0072/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 10 spinesand 10 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 10 rays. Pectoral
fin with 14 rays. Body depth 1.9-2.3 in standardlength. Body oblong.Dorsal and ventral profileof head
evenlyconvex,or ventralprofile slightly straighter. Eyesrelativelylarge. 6 moderatecanines infront of each
jaw. Posteriorpart of jaws reachingto about levelof anteriornostrils.

Colour: Overallsilvery,frequentlywith a diffused to vividpatternof 5 to 8 narrow dark barson side.Often
a narrow brownbar acrossbasesof caudal fin. Some adultindividualspossessa few scatteredbluespotsor
scribblingon the snoutand cheek. Darksubocularbarpresent.

Habitat and Biology: Inhabits coastalwaters, usuallyatdepthsbetween20-80m, sometimesforms schools.
Feeds mainlyon henthicinvertebrates.

Distribution: Indo-WestPacific.

Remarks: Gymnocraniusgriseus is characterisedby a relatively deepbody in both small juveniles and
adults. Fishesof this family are food fishes whichare marketedfresh ordried andsalted.Lohotesmicroprion
Bleeker is ajunior synonymbasedon the juvenile.

Gymnocranius griseus(Schlegel,1844)
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EnglishName: Redaxil emperor Family: LETHRINIDAE
Local Name: Thun raiy filolhu Order: Perciformes
Size: Common to 50cm: max. 76cm Specimen: MRS/P0134/87

DistinctiveCharacters:Dorsal fin with 10 spinesand9 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 8 rays.Pectoralfin
with 13 rays. Bodydepth3.2-3.4instandardlength.Bodyelongate.Eyeplacedwell belowthedorsalprofile.
Snoutlongand thin, with a distinct humpbeforeeyes.Interorbital spaceprominentlyconvex.Lips fleshy.
not following profile of snoutbut insteadcurving outwardfrom the snout.

Colour: Body and headbrownishor grey. lighter ventrally. Lips. baseand patchabovebaseof pectoralfin
and edge ofoperculumred.Fins orangish,dusky ormottled.

Habitat and Biology: Inhabitsdeepercoastal watersdown to depthsof 220 m. Feedsprimarily on fish and
crustaceans.

Distribution: Indian Ocean.

Remarks: Lethrinusconchyliatus resemblesthe adult form of L. variegatusin generalappearance.But
L. conehyliatusis much largerin size andhasdistinctiveredmarkson edge of opercle.andon pectoralbase.
In the Maldives this speciesis mainly caughtby handlinesduring the day.

Lethrinus conchyliatus (Smith, 1959)
PLATE 5g
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Lethrinus harak (Forsskal,1775)

EnglishName: Thumbprint emperor Family: LETHRINIDAE
Local Name: Lah filolhu, Vilu filolhu Order: Perciformes
Size: Commonto 30 cm; max. 50 cm Specimen:MRS/P0l 20/87

Distinctive Characters:Dorsal fin with 10 spinesand9 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand8 rays.Pectoralfin
with 13 rays. Bodydepth2.6-2.8 in standardlength.Body moderatelydeep.Posterior lateralteethinclude
distinct molarsin adults.Inner surface ofpectoralfin basedenselyscaled.

Colour: Olive greenabove andlighter below.Bluespotssometimesunder eye andbetween nostrils.Throat
and edge oflips rosy red. A large,black, oblongblotch often with a golden yellowrim presenton side of
body. All fins pinkish or rosy red. Vertical fins sometimesmottledor striped.

Habitat and Biology: Inhabits shallowsandy areas,coral rubbles,mangroves,lagoonsand seagrassareas.
Most oftenobservedsolitary. Feedson benthicinvertebrates,molluscsand small fish.

Distribution: Indo-WestPacific.

Remarks: Lethrinusharak is the leastwary species ofthe genusand canapproacheasily. It is a common
emperoron the shallow reefflats andseagrass areasof the Maldives.
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Lethrinus rubrioperculatus Sato, 1978

EnglishName: Spotcheekemperor Family: LETHRINIDAE
Local Name: Kalhihi Order: Perciformes
Size: Common to30 cm; max. 50 cm Specimen:MRS/0010/86

Distinctive Characters:Dorsal fin with 10 spinesand9 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 8 rays.Pectoralfin
with 13 rays. Body depth3.0-3.4 in standardlength. Body moderatelyelongate.Interorbitalspaceflat or
only slightly convex.Wide scalelessareaon upper posteriormargin of opercle.Eyeplacedvery neardorsal
profile. Caudalfin lunate; upperlobe usually longer.

Colour: Body olive-greyor brown with scatteredirregular small black blotches.Lips and a spoton upper
edge of operculumusually red. Finspale orpinkish.

Habitat and Biology: Inhabitssandyandrubbleareasof outer reefslopesto depthsof 160 m. Feeds mostly
on crustaceans,fish, echinodermsand molluscs.

Distribution: Widespreadin the Indo-WestPacific.

Remarks: Lethrinus rubrioperculatusis a commonand widespreadspeciesbut it is surprisingthat it was
described and namedas late as 1978. It was assumedthat this species representedthe adult form of
L. variegatus.However,L. variegatusis muchsmaller.A good-eatingfish.

PLATE 5h
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Monotaxis grandoculis (ForsskaI.1775)

English Name: Humpnosebig-eye bream Family: LETHRINIDAE
Local Name: Dhongu Order: Perciformes
Size: Common to 40 cm; max. 60 cm Specimen: MRS/0l07/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 10 spinesand 10rays. Analfin with3 spinesand9 rays. Pectoralfin
with 14rays. Body depth2.1-2.7 instandardlength.Bodyoblong.Eyesrelativelylarge. Headprofile strongly
convex infront of eyes.Cheekswith severalrowsof scales.Innerbase ofpectoralfins scaled. Molarspresent
on side ofjaws.Maxilla with a longitudinal denticulatedridge.

Colour: Adults bluish grey above,paler below withcentersof scales silveryand a few brownish scales
generallypresenton sides. In life may appear eitherfairly dark andbrown or paleandsilvery. Juveniles
white with 3 darkdorsalsaddles;juveniles lose barson preservation.

Habitat and Biology: Often seen nearcoral reefs at depthsof 3 to 60 m. Nocturnal.Feedsheavily on
molluscs,crabs, hermitcrabsand sea urchins.Solitary,but largeadults formsmallaggregations.

Distribution: Indo-WestPacific.

Remarks: Two distinct colourforms of Monotaxisgrandoculisare seenwhich led to speculationthat two
speciesmaybe involved. Not normally caughtby Maldivian fishermen.

180
<<



Wattsiamossambica(Smith. 1957)

English Name: Mozambiquelarge-eyebream Family: LETHRINIDAE
Local Name: Dhon kothari filolhu Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 55 cm Specimen: MRS/0475/97

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 10 long, strong spinesand10 rays. Analfin with 3 strong spinesand
10 rays.Pectoralfin with 14 rays. Body depth1.9-2.2 in standardlength.Body deep.Eye moderatein size.
Headprofile slightly convex. Maxillawith a longitudinal denticulateridge.A pair of close-setnasalopenings.
Caudalfin very slightly forked with broadly roundedlobes.

Colour: Overall silvery-grey suffused withyellow. Margins of scalesnarrowly brownish.Lips whitish to
yellow. Finsyellow, faint brown spottingmay bepresenton soft dorsal,anal,andcaudalfins.

Habitat and Biology: Inhabitsouter edge ofreefsandcontinentalshelvesat depthsrangingfrom 100 to
180 m. Feedson bottom-living invertebratesand small fishes.

Distribution: Indo-WestPacific.

Remarks: Wattsiamosswn/icais aratherdeep-dwellingspecies,henceit is notencounteredvery often. It is
occasionallycaughtin Maldives with deephandlines (usuallydeeperthan70 m) outsidethe atolls.
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Nemipterusfurcosus (Valenciennes,1830)

English Name: Fork-tailedthreadfinbream Family: NEMIPTERIDAE
Local Name: Dhon kandu uniya Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.22.5 cm Specimen: MRS/0443/96

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 10 spinesand9 rays. Analfin with3 spinesand7 rays.Pectoralfin
with 2 unbranchedand 13-16branchedrays.Body depth3.0-3.9 in standardlength. Pelvic fins moderately
long, reachingto or short of anus.A line drawn upwards from posterior edge ofsub-orbital reachingthe
dorsal profileat aboutorigin of dorsalfin. Caudalfin deeply forked.

Colour: Headandbody pale irridescentpink. Back with 9 indistinct crossbars.Caudal fin palerosy, the
lowermargin white-edged.Pelvic fins andaxillary scales white. Dorsalandpectoralfins rosy.

Habitat and Biology: Benthic species. Inhabitssandyand muddybottomsin depthsof 8 to 110 m. Feeds
during the day,mostly on crustaceansand small fishes.

Distribution: Indo-WestPacific.

Remarks: Nemipterusfurcosusis nota commonlycaught speciesin the Maldives. However,it doesappear
in the Male fish marketoccasionally.
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Nemipteruszysron (Bleeker, 1856-57)

English Name: Slender threadfinbream Family: NEMIPTERIDAE
Local Name: Janbu kandu uniya Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 18.5 cm Specimen: MRS/0447/96

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 10 spines and9 rays. Anal fin with 3 spines and7 rays.
Pectoralfin with 2 unbranched,13-16 branchedrays. Body depth 3.8-4.6in standardlength. Body
elongated.Lower marginof eyetangentalto or just abovea line from tip of snout toupper base ofpectoral
fin. Pectoraland pelvic fins short,not reachinganus.Caudalfin forked, upperlobe prolonged.

Colour: Upperpart of body reddish,silvery below. Dorsalfin yellow with a bright yellow margin. Anal
fin pale lilac with a series ofelongatedyellow spots. Caudalfin pinkish, lobes pale yellow.

Habitat and Biology: Benthic species.Inhabits sandy bottoms near rocks indepths between10 and
125 m. Swims in groups.Feedson benthic organisms.

Distribution: Indo-WestPacific.

Remarks: Neinipterus zysron appear tobe rather uncommon in the Maldives. This specieshas been
treated underthe nameN. inetopiasby most previous authors.
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Scolopsisauratus (Park, 1789)

English Name: Yellow-stripemonoclebream Family: NEMIPTERIDAE
Local Name: Dhon fattaa kandu uniya Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 21 cm Specimen: MRS/0181/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 10 spines and9 rays. Anal fin with 3 spines and7 rays.
Pectoralfin with 2 unbranchedand 15 or 16 branchedrays. Body depth2.9-3.1 in standardlength.
4 rows of transversescalesbetweenlateral line and first dorsal spine. Patchof scaleson top of
head truncated anteriorly. Pelvicfins long, reachingto or just beyondanus. Caudalfin forked

Colour: Body silvery-white, duskyblue on back. A broadgolden-yellow line from behind eye to
caudal fin. Snout dusky.A narrow pale bluishstripe joining eyes behind nostrils.Caudal fin golden-
yellow.

Habitat and Biology: Benthic species. Inhabitsshallow waters. Usually found over sandyareas
within reefs.Feedsprimarily on small benthic crustaceans.

Distribution: Eastern Indian Ocean,including the Maldives.

Remarks: Scolopsisauratuswas previously referredas S. personatusby most authors.. Membersof the
genusScolopsisarecommonin the Maldives.
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Polydaclylussexfilis (Valenciennes.1831)

English Name: Six-fingered threadfin Family: POLYNEMIDAE
Local Name: Keyla Order: Perciformes
Size: Common to 20 cm; max. 30 cm Specimen: MRS/P0I 12/87

Distinctive Characters: First dorsal fin with 8 spines, second dorsalfin with 1 spineand13 rays. Anal fin
with 3 spinesand 11 rays. Pectoralfin with 15 and 6 freefilamentousrays. Body oblongand somewhat
compressed.Snoutprojecting, mouthmoderately large with smallteeth.Upper lip absent,lower lip well
developed.Scalessmall and ctenoid.Caudalfin forked with equallobes.

Colour: Silverywith bronzelinesfollowing scale rows.Pectoralfins blackish.Pelvicfins dark inthemiddle.
Smalljuveniles(4 cm) with 3 broad dark barsand black areason all fins exceptpectorals.

Habitat and Biology: Occurs mainlyon shallow sandy shores and estuaries. Feeds mainlyon small
crustaceans,fishesand bottom-living organisms.

Distribution: Indian Oceanto HawaiianIslandsand TuamotuArchipelago.

Remarks: Polydactylussexfilis is commonon shallowsandy shoresof Maldives.This species issometimes
describedunderthe genusPolynemus.
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Parupeneus barberinus(Lacepède,1801)

English Name: Dash-dot goatfish Family: MULLIDAE
Local Name: Maa kalhuoh’ Order: Perciformes
Size: Common to 30cm; max.50cm Specimen: MRS/0413/93

Distinctive Characters: First dorsalfin with 8 spines,seconddorsal fin with 1 spineand 8 rays. Anal fin
with I spineand 6 rays. Pectoralfin with 16-18(usually 17) rays. Body depth3.2-3.5 in standardlength.
Body slightly elongate.Chin with two slender barbelswhich are shorterthan or equal to snout pluseye.
Snout long. 3 vertical rows of scalesin spacebetweendorsalfins.

Colour: Palebrown toreddishbrown dorsally shadingto whitish on sidesandventrally. A dark reddish
brown stripe from snoutthrougheyebelow rear of analfin. A black spot larger than eyejust anterior to
midbaseof caudalfin.

Habitat and Biology: Mostly found on shallow sandybottoms,but reportedto a depthof 100 m. Feeds
mainly on benthiccrustaceansandpolychaetes.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Parupeneus barberinuslike othergoatfishesusesits barbelsto probeinto the bottom in searchof
food. When preyanimalsare found it roots into the sand with its snout.
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Parupeneusmacronemus (Lacepède,1801)

English Name: Longbarbelgoatfish Family: MULLIDAE
Local Name: Kandu kalhuoh’ Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 32 cm Specimen: MRS/0068/86

Distinctive Characters: First dorsalfin with 8 spines,seconddorsal fin with I spineand 8 rays. Anal
fin with 1 spine and6 rays. Pectoralfin rays 15 or 16 (usually 16). Body depth 3.3-3.7 instandard
length. Body moderatelyelongate.Chin with two very long slender barbels reachingto pelvic fin
base.Two verticalrows of scalesbetweendorsalfins. Last dorsaland anal raysprolonged.

Colour: Reddishbrown, paleventrally and posteriorly.A black stripe on upperside anda large
black spoton caudal peduncle.Base andrearof seconddorsal fin black.

Habitat and Biology: Foundon shallow,sandy andweedybottoms.

Distribution: Indo-West Pacific.

Remarks: Parupeneusmacronemusis easily distinguishedfrom other related speciesby the elongate
filamentouslast raysof its seconddorsaland anal fins, which reachthe caudalfin base.
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English Name: Side-spotgoatfish Family: MULLIDAE
Local Name: Lah kalhuoh’ Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 30 cm Specimen: MRS/0066/86

Distinctive Characters: First dorsal fin with 8 spines, second dorsalfin with I spineand 8 rays. Anal
fin with 1 spine and 6 rays. Pectoralfin with 16 rays. Body depth 3.5-3.9 in standard length. Body
moderatelyelongate.Barbelsreachingabout to rear margin of preopercle.2-3 rows of scalesin
space between dorsal fins.8 or 9 vertical scalerows along upperpart of caudalpeduncle.

Colour: Pale yellowish-brownto light red, shading to white or palepink ventrally. A large round
black spoton lateral line below the gap between dorsalfins with a pale area behindit.

Habitat and Biology: Found nearcoral reefs.Feedson henthic invertebrates.

Distribution: Indo-West Pacific.

Remarks: Parupeneuspleurostigmu is a fairly common goatfish in the Maldives. The males ofthis
and other speciesof goatfisheswriggle their barbelsrapidly during courtship.

Parupeneuspleurostigma (Bennett. 1831)
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Chaetodonauriga Forsskal. 1775

English Name: Threadfin butterflyfish Family: CHAETODONTIDAE
Local Name: Naruvaabibee Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 20 cm Specimen: MRS/0082/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 13 spines and23-25rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 19-21 rays.
Pectoralfin with 14 or 15 rays. Body depth1.5-1.8 in standardlength.Thefourth to sixth soft raysof adults
prolongedto a filament.

Colour: White, hutyellow posteriorly.A largeblack spoton soft portion of dorsalfin. A prominentblack
bandthrougheye.Two seriesof grey slantinglines on body. meetingat right angles.

Habitat and Biology: Commonon shallowprotectedreefs,alsoon outerreefsto depthsof 30 m. Feedson
algae,polychaeteworms and coral polyps.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Chaetodonauriga is oneof thecommoner Maldivianbutterflyfishes.It is usuallyseenin pairs,
sometimesin the companyof Chaetodon falcula.
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Chaetodonbennetti Cuvier. 1831

English Name: Bennett’s buttertlyfish Family: CHAETODONTIDAE
Local Name: Faiymini bibee Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 19 cm Specimen: MRS/0151/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 14 spinesand 16-18rays. Anal fin with 3 spinesand 14-16 rays.
Pectoralfin with 14-16 (usually 15) rays. Body depth1.4-1.8 in standardlength.

Colour: Bright yellow. Dark eye bandwith blue-whiteborders.Large black blotch on side,enclosedby a
blue edgedocellus.Two blue-white linespassingdown andbackwards,one on eitherside of the pectoral
fin, from a point above andbehind the eye.

Habitat and Biology: Often seensingly or in pairs.usually on outer reefs at depthsbetween5 to 25 m.
Feeds mainlyon coral polyps.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Chaetodonhennettiis oneof the mostbeautifulof all the butterflyfishes.But beingacoralivore
it is difficult to maintain in an aquarium.
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Chaetodoncitrinellus Cuvier, 1831

English Name: Citron butterflyfish Family: CHAETODONTIDAE
LocalName: Rulhigadhahibee Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 12cm Specimen: MRS/0202/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 14 spinesand 20-22rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 16 or 17 rays.
Pectoralfin with 13 or 14 rays. Body depth1.7-1.9in standardlength.

Colour: Pale yellow with small spotsof variablecolour on eachscale and ablack borderon anal fin. A
prominentblack bandthroughthe eyes.

Habitat and Biology: Common on shallowexposedreefflats andseawardreefswhere coralgrowth is sparse.
Usually seenin pairs. Feedson coral polyps, benthicinvertebratesand algae.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Chuetodoncitrinel/us is an aggressivespecieswhich frequently erectsthe dorsal spinesand
facesdownwardsin a defence positionwhenapproachedby otherfishes or divers.
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Chaetodoncolkire Bloch, 1787
PLATE 6a

English Name: Collared butterflyfish Family: CHAETODONTIDAE
Local Name: Kalaru bibee Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 16 cm Specimen: NIRS/0077/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with I 2 spinesand25-28rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand20-22 rays.
Pectoralfin with 14-15 rays. Body depth1.4 in standardlength.

Colour: Body essentiallydarkbrown. Broad white bandacross back ofhead,with finer white niarkings on
snout.Rest of face darkbrown / black. Anterior portion ofcaudalfin red.

Habitat and Biology: Usually seenin pairs or in small groupson outer reef slopesat depthsof 4-15 m.

Feeds mainlyon coralpolyps.

Distribution: Oman tothe Philippines.

Remarks: Chaetodon collareis a very sedatemover,and with its ratherfine colouration is a very noble
looking fish. A popular aquariumfish.
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ChaetodondecussatusCuvier. 1831

English Name: Indian vagabondhutterflyfish Family: CHAETODONTIDAE
Local Name: Hindhukokaa bihee Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 20 cm Specimen: MRS/0088/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 13 spinesand 24-25 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand20-21 rays.
Pectoralfin with 14-15 rays. Body depth1.4 in standardlength.

Colour: Background colour white. Broadblack eyeband. Posteriorpart of body mostly black, hut with
yellow markingson tail and anal fin. Two perpendicular series of grey lineson side.

Habitat and Biology: Found in many habitatsranging from rich coral reefsto rubble androcky areasat
depthsof up to 20 m. Feedsmainly on algaeand coralpolyps.

Distribution: Maldives to WesternIndonesia.

Remarks: Chaetodondecussalusis not especiallycommonin Maldives. It is very similar inappearanceto
C. t’agahundusand the two havefrequentlybeenconfused.This confusionhas beencompoundedby the
factthat in theRedSeaandGulf of Adenthere is asub-speciesof C. vagahundus(knownas C. vagabundus
pictus) which hasa muchbroaderposterior blackbandthan usual.
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Chaetodonfalcula Bloch, 1793

English Name: Saddleback butterflyfish Family: CHAETODONTIDAE
Local Name: Asdhaanu bibee Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 20cm Specimen: MRS/00l7/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 11 spinesand 23-26 rays. Analfin with 3 spines and20-21 rays.
Pectoralfin with 15 rays. Body depth1.8 in standardlength. Snoutlongerthan eye.

Colour: White anteriorlyand ventrally. Yellow dorsally andposteriorly.Black eye band,two black dorsal
triangularsaddlesand a black bar on caudalpeduncle. Verticalgrey lineson sides.

Habitat and Biology: Generally seenin pairs or in small aggregationson coral reefsat depthsbetween
3-15 m. Easy to approachby snorkelers.

Distribution: Indian Ocean.

Remarks: Chaetodonfalcula is closely relatedto C. ulietensisCuvier of thePacific (in which the black
dorsalbarsare much morediffused).A popular aquariumfish.
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English Name: Spotted butterflyfish Family: CHAETODONTIDAE
Local Name: Lahjehi bihee Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 12 cm Specimen: MRS/0l64/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 13 spinesand 21-23 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 16-18 rays.
Pectoralfin with 14 rays. Body depth1.5-1.6in standardlength.

Colour: Backgroundcolourolive. Blackeyestripeandbandthroughtail. Duskybandaroundcaudalpeduncle.
Many small spotscoveringbody anddorsal and analfins arrangedroughly in lines. Yellow margins to
dorsalandanal fins.

Habitat and Biology: Inhahits,reef edge and upperreef slopes. Occurs singly. inpairs.or in small
aggregations.Feeds mainlyon polychaeteworms,algaeandcoral polyps.

Distribution: Indian Ocean.

Remarks: Chactodonguttaissiniusmight be confusedwith C. citrineIlus. but the latter is a paler. more
yellow colouredspecies,with finer dotting and acharacteristicblack edgedanal fin C guttatissimusis
closely relatedto C. punctatofasciatusCuvier and C. pelewensisKner of the Pacific.

Chaetodonguttatissimus Bennett, 1832
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Chaetodonkleinii Bloch, 1790

English Name: Klein’s butterflyfish Family: CHAETODONTIDAE
Local Name: Alanaasi bibee Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 12 cm Specimen: MRS/0083/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 13 spinesand 20-23rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 18-19 rays.
Pectoralfin with 14 rays. Body depth 1.4-1.7 in standardlength.

Colour: Orange yellow with awhitish spot on each scale andtwo brown barson body precededby pale
zones.Upperpart of blackeye barblue.

Habitat and Biology: Inhabits coral androcky reefsto depthsof 60 m. Occurs singly.in pairs, orin groups.
Feedson soft coralsand zooplankton.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: One ofa numberof small pottedhutterflyfish.Chactodonkleinii mayeasilyherecognisedby its
dull orange colouration.It is rathercommon in Maldives.
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Chaetodonlunula (Lacepède,1802)

English Name: Racoonbutterflyfish Family: CHAETODONTIDAE
Local Name: Handhufalhibihee Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 20 cm Specimen: MRS/0085/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with I 1 -1 3 spines and22-25rays.Anal fin with 3 spines and17-19rays.
Pectoralfin with 15-16rays. Body depth1.4-1.8 in standardlength..Snoutsubequalto eye.

Colour: Backgroundcolourmustardyellow. Blackeyebar, behindwhich is a broadcrescentwhite hand.A
broad diagonalyellow edgedblack band frombehindheadto the dorsalfin base.A dark spot atbase oftail
extendedupwardsalongbase ofdorsalfin.

Habitat and Biology: Often seenin pairsor small groupsfrom shallowreefflats to at least25 in. Feedson
a wide varietyof invertebrates,algaeandcoral polyps.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Chactodon lunula is fairly common in theMaldives, hutis ratherpatchilydistributed.A popular
aquariumfish.
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ChaetodonmadagaskariensisAhi. 1923
PLATE 6b

English Name: Madagascar butterflyfish Family: CHAETODONTIDAE
Local Name: Madagaskara bihee Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 14cm Specimen: MRS/0l53/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 13 spinesand20-21 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 16-17rays.
Pectoralfin with 14-15 rays. Body depth1.7 in standardlength. Snoutsubequalto eye. In largeadults,the
analfin is distinctly angular.

Colour: Body pearlywhite. Blackeye barandaseparateblack spot onnape.Posteriorarea ofyellow, and
yellow patchon caudalfin.

Habitat and Biology: Omnivorous speciesfound at depthsof 10-40m on the reef.

Distribution: Indian Ocean.

Remarks: Choetodonmadagaskariensisis veryclosely relatedto analmost identical species,C. mertensii
Cuvier, of the PacificOcean.The former differs only by the detached black spoton nape.A popular
aquariumfish.
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Ghaetodonmelannotus Bloch and Schneider,1801

English Name: Black-backedbutterflyfish Family: CHAETODONTIDAE
Local Name: Kalhali bibee Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 15 cm Specimen: MRS/0079/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 12 spines and18-21 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 16-18 rays.
Pectoralfin with 14-15 rays. Body depth1.6-1.8 in standardlength.

Colour: Overall white with bright yellow fins. Numerousyellow oblique black lines on sides.Upperback
blackish.A blackblotch above analspines.A yellow edged.black barthrougheyes.

Habitat and Biology: Usually seenin rich coral areasto 20 ni depth.It maybe seensingly, in pairs orin
small groups. Feedsmainly on coral polyps.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: The exquisitely patterned Chaetodon inelannotusis a common speciesin the Maldives. This
species.althoughfeedson coral polyp, is suitedfor aquariumlife and canbe maintained.
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Chaetodonmeyeri Bloch and Schneider,1801

English Name: Meyer’s buttertlyfish Family: CHAETODONTIDAE
Local Name: Oirongu bibee Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 20 cm Specimen: MRS/0095/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 12 spinesand 23-24 rays. Anal fin with 3 spines and18-20rays.
Pectoralfin with 15-16rays.Body depth 1.3-I .6 in standardlength.

Colour: Groundcolour palegrey edged withyellow. Distinctive patternof black curved lineson body.

Habitat and Biology: Usuallyseenin pairs;found in rich coral areasat depthsbetween3-25 ni. Juveniles
remainnear the shelter of branchingcorals. Feedson coral polyps.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: With its distinctive patterningChactodonmevericannotbe mistakenfor anyother Maldivian
hutterflyfish. However, C. ornatissimuswhich is very rare in Maldives, has a similar pattern (hut gold
insteadof black bands).Being a coralivoreit is difficult to maintain in an aquarium.
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Chaetodonmelannotus Bloch and Schneider,1801

EnglishName: B lack-backed butterflyfi sh Family: CHAETODONTIDAE
Local Name: Kaihali bibee Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 15 cm Specimen: MRS/0079/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 12 spinesand 18-21 rays. Anal fin with 3 spinesand 16-18 rays.
Pectoralfin with 14-15 rays. Body depth1.6-1.8 in standardlength.

Colour: Overallwhite with bright yellow tins. Numerousyellow oblique black lineson sides.Upper back
blackish.A blackblotch aboveanalspines.A yellow edged.black barthrougheyes.

Habitat and Biology: Usuallyseenin rich coral areas to20 m depth.It maybe seensingly, in pairs or in
small groups.Feeds mainlyon coralpolyps.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: The exquisitelypatternedChoetodon melaniiotus is a common speciesin the Maldives. This
species,althoughfeedson coralpolyp, is suited foraquariumlife and canbe niaintained.
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Chaetodonmitratus Gunther,1860

English Name: Indian butterflyfi sh Family: CHAETODONTIDAE
Local Name: Kirulhiya bibee Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 14 cm Specimen: MRS/0145/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 1 3 spinesand 18-20 rays. Anal fin with 3 spinesand 16 rays.
Pectoral fin with 15 rays. Body depth 1 .6 in standardlength.Triangularshapedwith third or fourth dorsal
spinelongest.

Colour: Yellow with two broaddiagonalblackbands,and a black eyebar.

Habitat and Biology: Usually found at depthsgreaterthan 30 m.

Distribution: Indian Ocean.

Remarks: Chactodon mitratus is oneof the mostbeautifulof all thebutterflyfishes.Although it is probably
moderately common in Maldivesit is only seenon veryrareoccasionsbecauseof its deepdwelling habit.
The best placesfor diversto see thisspeciesare dropoffson outer reef slopes.
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Chaetodonoxycephalus Bleeker. 1853
PLATE 6c

English Name: Spot-nape butterflyfish Family: CHAETODONTIDAE
Local Name: Thalakalhu bibee Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 25 cm Specimen: MRS/0084/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 12 spinesand 22-24 rays. Anal fin with 3 spinesand 18-20 rays.
Pectoralfin with 14-16 rays. Body depth1.7-2.0 in standardlength.

Colour: Ground colour white, yellow posteriorly.Black spoton nape not connected tothe black eye bar.
Broad black crescentextendsfrom base of posteriordorsal spinesto caudalpeduncle.barely continuing
onto anal fin. Thin verticalblack lines on sides.

Habitat and Biology: Usually seenin pairs.Feedson coralpolypsand seaanemones.

Distribution: Maldives to New Guinea.

Remarks: Chaetodon oxycephalusis very similar to C. lineolatus,but that specieshas an unbrokeneye
band.Neither of thesetwo speciesareideal for domesticaquariabecauseof the largesizesthat they reach.
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English Name: Triangular buttertly fi sh Family: CHAETODONTIDAE
Local Name: Thineskanbibee Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 15 cm Specimen: MRS/0076/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsalfin with 11 spinesand23-26 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 20-21 rays.
Pectoralfin with 14 rays. Body depth1.1 in standardlength. Dorsalandanal tins elevatedposteriorly.Snout
small andpointed.

Colour: Groundcolourlight brown. Darkchevron markingsovermostof body.Snout-eyebandand opercular
barreddish.Caudal fin with broadblack triangular ordiamondshaped patchborderedwith yellow.

Habitat and Biology: Usually found in shallow waters at depthsof 2 to 12 in in close associationwith
branchingcorals. Feedson coral polyps.

Distribution: Maldives to WesternIndonesia.

Remarks: Chaetodontriangulurn is sometimesclassifiedin the genusGonochartodon.Differs from
C. baronessaCuvier from the WesternPacific only in caudal colouration.Beinga coralivorethis speciesis
not easyto maintain in an aquarium.

Chaetodontrkzngulum Cuvier. 1831
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English Name: Chevronhutterfiyfi sh Family: CHAETODONTIDAE
Local Name: Haluvi bibee Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 17 cm Specimen: MRS/0043/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 12-14spines and14-16rays. Analfin with 4-5 spines and13-15
rays. Pectoralfin with 15 rays. Body depth1.7-2.2 in standardlength. Body elongate.The dorsalandanal
fins angular.

Colour: Overall white with narrow chevronmarkingson sides. Basaltwo-thirdsof caudalfin blackish in
adults; yellow in juveniles.A black bar througheyes.

Habitat and Biology: Usually found on reef edgesand upperslopesat depthsof 2-20 m. Aggressively
defendsa small territory of tablecoral on which it feeds.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks:Chaetodon trifascialisis an obligatecoralivore. and also is not recommendedas anaquarium
fish. This specieswas previously recordedas Megaprotodonstrigangulus (Gmelin) in the Catalogueof
Fishesof the Maldives, Vol.1,page48.

Chaetodontrifascialis Quoy & Gaimard.1824
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Chaetodontrifasciatus Park. 1797

English Name: Oval buttertiyfi sh Family: CHAETODONTIDAE
Local Name: Bisburu hibee Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 14 cm Specimen: MRS/0039/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 1 3-14spines and20-22rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 18-20rays.
Pectoralfin with 13-15(usually14) rays. Body depth1.5-1.8 in standardlength. Body with acharacteristic
oval shape,the dorsalandanal finslow.

Colour: Bluish brown above,palerbelow. About15 bluish stripeson sides.A black bandon headrunning
through eye.Anotherblack handacrossmid caudalfin borderedby 2yellow stripes.Snoutblackish. Pectoral
andpelvic fins pale yellow.

Habitat and Biology: Found on shallowwell-protectedcoral reef areasto depthsof 20 in. Generallyseen
in pairs.Feedsexclusivelyon coral polyps.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Chaetodon trifasciatus is difficult to maintain in aquariums,as it feedsexclusively on coral
polyps. The Pacific population of C. trifasciatushassometimesbeenrecognisedasa distinct subspecies
(C. trifasciatus lunulatusQuoy & Gaimard.1825).
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Chaetodonunimaculatus Bloch. 1787

English Name: Teardrop butterflyfish Family: CHAETODONTIDAE
Local Name: Dhon bibee Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.20 cm Specimen: MRS/0l24/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 13 spines and21-23rays. Analfin with 3 spines and18-20 rays.
Pectoralfin with 14-15 rays. Body depth 1.4-1.6 in standard length. Snout robust.Jawsstrong.

Colour: Bright yellow.Black eyestripe,dorsalspot (whichmayberoundor shapedlike an inverted teardrop)
and stripedalongposteriormargin across caudal peduncle.Tail pale.

Habitat and Biology: Common on outer reefs to depthsof 20 m. Usually seenin pairs.Feedson coral
polyps, soft corals,sponges,polychaetesand algae.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: The Pacificform of Chaetodonunimaculatusdiffers from the Indian Oceanform by having
broadereye stripes whichjoin on the chest,andthe sidesaremuchpaleryellow in colour.
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Chaetodonvagabundus Linnaeus,1758

English Name: Vagabond butterflyfish Family: CHAETODONTIDAE
Local Name: Kokaa bibee Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 18 cm Specimen: MRS/0081/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 13 spinesand23-26 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 19-22 rays.
Pectoralfin with 15-16 rays. Body depth1.5 in standardlength.

Colour: Background colour white, andyellow posteriorly.Broadblackbandthrougheye, aroundposterior
part of body and throughthecaudalfin. Two perpendicularseriesof thin grey lines on sides.

Habitat and Biology: Seen solitary,in pairsor in aggregationson avarietyof habitatsbut mainly rich coral
reefs.Can be easily approached.Feedson coralpolyps and algae.

Distribution: Indo-West Pacific.

Remarks: Chaetodonvagabundus,while no meansrareis not especiallycommonin Maldives.This is one
of the easiestof the buttertlyfishesto keep inaquarium.
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Chaetodonxanthocephalus Bennett,1832

English Name: Yellow headbutterfiyfish Family: CHAETODONTIDAE
Local Name: Boareendhoobibee Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 20 cm Specimen: MRS!0086/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsalfin with 14 spines and23-25rays. Analfin with 3 spines and2 1-23 rays.
Pectoralfin with 15 rays.Body depth1.6 in standardlength.Snoutplus upperjaw longerthan eye.Dorsal
headprofile distinctlyconcave.

Colour: Body white-greywith about5 angled lines. Snout, lower head,pelvic fins, anal and dorsal fins
yellow.

Habitat and BioIogy : Omnivorousspecies.Usually foundsolitary or in pairsalongthe reefslopeat depths
of 5-25 in.

Distribution: Indian Ocean.

Remarks: Chaetodonxanthocephalusis not uncommonon Maldivianreefs. Onceacclimated,it does well
in aquariums.
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Forcipigerfiavissimus Jordanand McGregor, 1898
PLATE 6d

English Name: Forceps fish Family: CHAETODONTIDAE
Local Name: Thun bibee Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 19 cm Specimen: MRS/0073/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 12 spines and21-25rays. Analfin with 3 spines and17-18 rays.
Pectoral fin with 14-16 rays. Body depth2.1-2.2 in standardlength. Long snout (usuallymore than 3.2
times in standardlength).Mouth with adistinct gape.

Colour: Overall yellow; upperhalf of headandnapeblack; white below.A blackspoton analfin just below
baseof caudalfin.

Habitat and Biology: Commonly foundon outerreefslopesat depthsup to 30 m.Occurs singlyor in small
groups.Feedson hydroids.small crustaceans, polychaetesandother worms.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific andEasternPacific.

Remarks: Forcipigerflavissimus is closely related to F. iongirostris (next page)and thesespeciesare
sometimesseentogether.A popularaquariumfish.
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Forcipiger longirostris Broussonet.1782
PLATE 6e

English Name: Long-nosedbutterflyfish CHAETODONTIDAE
Local Name: Thundhigu bibee Perciformes
Size: Max. 22 cm MRS/UI 16/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 11 spinesand 24-28 rays. Analfin with 3 spines and17-20rays.
Pectoralfin with 14 or 15 rays. Bodydepth1.9-2.5 in standardlength. Snoutextremelylong; even longer
than that of F. flavissimus.Mouth with a little gape.

Colour: Bright yellow. Black spoton anal fin below tail. Headblackaboveandwhite below. Blackdots on
white areain front of pectoralfin. This specieshasalsoa dark brown colourphase.

Habitat and Biology: Commonly foundon outerreef slopesto depthsof 30 m. Occurs singlyor in small
groups.Feedson hydroids, smallcrustaceans, polychaetesandother worms.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Unlessdeadspecimensare available,it is ratherdifficult to tell Forcipiger longirostris from the
relatedF.flavissimus.Thereis, however,onefairly simple field method.In F. longirostris the distance from
the tip of thesnoutto the back of blackmaskis equalto or longerthan the length of yellow partof the body
whereasin F. flavissirnusit is noticeablyshorter.

Family:
Order:
Specimen:
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Hemitaurichthyszoster (Bennett, 1831)

English Name: Black pyramidbutterflyfish Family: CHAETODONTIDAE
Local Name: Oimathi bibee Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 18 cm Specimen: MRS/0087/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 12 spinesand24-26rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 20-21 rays.
Pectoral fin with 17 rays. Body depth 1.5 in standardlength.

Colour: Dark brown with broadwhite area in middle ofbody. Dorsal spinesover white areaare yellow.
Caudal fin mostly white.

Habitat andBiology: Commonly found at depths 1-35m. Usuallyseenin largeschools.Feedson zooplankton
well above thecorals, to which it retreatsat the approachof danger.

Distribution: WesternIndian Ocean.

Remarks: Hernitaurichthvszosteris very commonin the Maldives. It is unusual fora butterflyfish in that it
feedsmainlyon plankton,andpresumablyfor this reasonhas adopteda schoolingmodeof life unlike most
of the butterflyfishes.
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Heniochus acuminatus (Linnaeus. 1758)

English Name: Long-fin hannerfish Family: CHAETODONTIDAE
Local Name: Dhidhamasbibee Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.23 cm Specimen: MRS/0094/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsalfin with 11 spinesand24-27 rays. Analfin with 3 spines and17-19rays.
Pectoral fin with 15-18 rays. Body depth 1.2-1.4 in standardlength. Thefourth dorsal spineextremely
elongate. Large adultswith a short stout spinein front of eacheye.

Colour: White with two diagonalstripes.Dorsal, caudal andpectoralfins yellow Anal spinesblack.

Habitat and Biology: Usually found solitary or in pairs nearthebottom.Feedson zooplankton andbenthic
invertebrates.

Distribution: Indo-WestPacific.

Remarks: Heniochusaewninatusis very difficult to differentiate from H. diphreutes(next page). Dead
specimens canbe identified by countingthedorsalspines(11 in H. acu/ninatus.12 in H. diphreutes).Living
specimensmight be distinguishedby snoutshape,andfin patternsor habits(seeoverleaf).
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Heniochus diphreutes Jordan,1903

English Name: Schoolingbannerfish Family: CHAETODONTIDAE
Local Name: Dhidha bibee Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 21 cm Specimen: MRS/0l72/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 12 spinesand23-25rays. Analfin with 3 spines and17-19rays.
Pectoralfin with 16-18 rays. Body depth1.2-1.5 in standardlength. Snoutshorterthaneyediameter.The
fourth dorsalspine prolonged.No spinesin front of eyes.

Colour: Colour almost identical to H. acuminatus(previouspage) but the second darkband is placed
further backwardon the anal fin. White with two broaddiagonal stripes. Dorsalandcaudalfins yellow.
Pectoralfins pale. In juvenilesanal spineswhitish. In larger adultsonly distal endsdusky.

Habitat and Biology: A schooling speciesthat usually swims well off the bottom. Feeds mainlyon
zooplankton.Occasionallyobserved cleaningotherfishes.

Distribution: Indo-WestPacific.

Remarks: Heniochusdiphreutesis one of the commonest Maldivian butterflyfishes.It caneasily confused
with H. acuminatus(previouspage),which normally occursin pairs on the reef.
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Heniochus monoceros Cuvier, 1831

English Name: Masked bannerfish Family: CHAETODONTIDAE
Local Name: Maasku bibee Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 25 cm Specimen: MRS/P0150/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 12 spines and24-27rays.Anal fin with 3 spinesand 17-19rays.
Pectoralfin with 16-18 rays. Bodydepth 1.5-1.7 in standardlength.Thefourth dorsalspineprolongedasa
taperingwhite filament.Adults with a prominenthumpon napeand a short“horn” in front of eacheye.

Colour: Three dark brownbars.Central barnarrowsat the top to includeonly fifth to seventhdorsal fin
spines.Areas betweenbarswhite. Posteriorpart yellow.

Habitat and Biology: Adults usually foundin pairsthat shelterin coralcrevices,on outerreefslopes. Feeds
on bottom living animals.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Heniochusmonocerosis a fairly common species inthe Maldives. It is seenhovering side by
side below table corals.However,this is one ofthe most timidof all bannerfish.
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English Name: Indian bannerfish Family: CHAETODONTIDAE
Local Name: Hindhu dhidha mas Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 19 cm Specimen: MRS/0152/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 11 spinesand 23-25rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 17-18rays.
Pectoral fin with 15 rays. Body depth 1.5 in standard length. Bony projections on napeand aboveeyes.The
fourth dorsal spine only slightly longer than fifth.

Colour: Overall dark brown to black with a narrow white band fromuppernapeacrossgill cover. Second
white bandin the middle. Third obliquewhite bandon dorsalpart of body.

Habitat and Biology: Usually occurs along the reefslope in pairs or small groups underoverhangsand
near theentrances of darkcrevicesat depthsbetween2 and20 m.

Distribution: Maldivesto WesternIndonesia.

Remarks: Heniochus pleurotaeniais closely related to H. varius (Cuvier) of the Pacific. But the two can
easilybe separatedby colourpattern.H. pleurotaeniahasanextrawhite bandthat originatesat the baseof
theanalspinesandextendsto the middle of the uppersides.

Heniochuspleurotaenia AhI, 1923
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Apolemichthystrimacukitus (Lacepède,1831)
PLATE 6f

English Name: Threespot angelfish Family: POMACANTHIDAE
Local Name: Dhon kokaamas Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 21 cm Specimen: MRS/0092/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 14 spines and16-18rays. Anal fin with 3 spinesand 17-19
rays. Pectoral fin with 17 rays. Body depth 1.6-1.8 in standardlength.

Colour: Bright yellow; blue lips; black spoton napeaboveeye.Broadblack marginto analfin. Youngwith
a black spotat baseof soft dorsal fin andadarkbar througheye.

Habitat and Biology: Frequently seenon outer reef edgeand reef slopesat depths of 15 m. Feeds
mainly on spongesand seasquirts.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: The bright yellow Apoiemichthy’strimacuiatus is fairly common on Maldivian reefs.It is a
popularaquariumfish. The similar,butmuch rarer,A. armitagei is dull yellow andlacks thespotbehindthe
eye. Insteadit has a black posterior tipon thedorsalfin.
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Centropygeflavicauda Fraser-Brunner, 1933

English Name: White-tail angelfish Family: POMACANTHIDAE
Local Name: Nigoo hudhu kokaamas Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 7 cm Specimen: MRS/0336/89

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 14 spinesand 15 rays. Anal fin with 3 spines and 1 7 rays.
Scaleson longitudinal seriesfrom upperedge of gill opening to caudal fin base40-45.

Colour: Body dark. Headorangish.Caudal fin white or yellow.

Habitat and Biology: Usually seenon rubble bottoms in 20-50 in.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Centropygeflavicauda is one of the smallestof the angelfishes.It is not seenvery often in
Maldives. It is closely relatedto andperhapsnot distinct from C. fisheri (Synder, 1904)from Hawaii.
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Centropygemultispinis (Playfair andGunther,1867)

English Name: Many-spinedangelfish Family: POMACANTHIDAE
Local Name: Kashi kokaamas Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 12 cm Specimen: MRS/0I54/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 14 spines and 15-17rays. Anal fin with 3 spinesand 16-17 rays.
Pectoralfin rays 17. Body depth1.6-2.0 in standardlength. Preorbitaledgewith small, subequalspines.
Front of snoutwith aU-shapednotchoverupperjaw.

Colour: Dark brown, almost black. Black blotch just behind upper end of gill opening. Lips, opercular
spineand edges offins brilliant, neon blue.

Habitat and Biology: Usually seenon reefedgesandslopes.A shy omnivorousspeciesfeedingon algae.
and associated invertebrates.

Distribution: Indian Ocean.

Remarks: Centropygemuirispinis is a very commonfish on Maldivian reefs,but its dark colourationand
retiring habitsmeanthat it is easily overlooked.
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Pomacanthusimperator (Bloch, 1787)
PLATE 6g

EnglishName: Emperor angelfish Family: POMACANTHIDAE
LocalName: Ras kokaamas Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 40 cm Specimen: MRS/U 125/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 13-14 spines and 18-21 rays. Anal fin with 3 spines and
18-21 rays. Pectoral fin rays 19-20. Body depth 1.6-1 .8 in standardlength. Soft dorsal fin develops
a point with growth. Posteriormargin of preoperclefinely serrate.Caudal fin rounded.

Colour: Sideswith alternateblueandyellow stripes.Dorsalfin mainly yellow, caudalyellow, andanalblue
and black. Black facemaskwith blue edge.Juvenilesdeepblue with curvedcircularwhite bands.

Habitat and Biology: Solitary. Usuallyseenon exposedouterreefareasnearedgesandcavesin rich coral
areasup to 25 m. Feedsprimarily on sponges.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Adults of Pomacanthusimperator forms territories which they defend vigorously against
othermembersof the samespecies.Even individualsof the two sexes cometogether only tobreed.
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Pomacanthussemicirculatus (Cuvier. 1831)

English Name: Semicircularangelfish Family: POMACANTHIDAE
Local Name: Baiburu kokaamas Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 38 cm Specimen: MRS/P0335/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 13 spines and20-23 rays. Anal fin with 3 spinesand 18-21
rays. Pectoral fin rays 19-21. A filament posteriorly on dorsal andanal fins.

Colour: Greenishbody with dark flecks. Bright blue streakson cheek,andtheposteriorpart of the body
with ablue outline.Lips yellow. Juvenilesdarkblue with white andpaleblue crescentson their sides.

Habitat and Biology: Adults occur in coastal reefs with heavy coral growth to depths of30 m.
Generally solitary, but sometimesseenin pairs. Feedson sponges,tunicatesand algae.

Distribution: Indo-WestPacific.

Remarks: Pomacanthus semicirculatusis rare in theMaldives.However, onepair lived on thewreck of
‘Maldive Victory’ nearHulhule for severalyears.
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Pomacanthusxanthometopon (Bleeker, 1853)

English Name: Blue-facedangelfish Family: POMACANTHIDAE
Local Name: Boa reendhoo kokaamas Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 45 cm Specimen: MRS/P0395/92

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 13-14 spines and 16-18 rays. Anal fin with 3 spinesand
16-18 rays. 46-52 lateral line scales.

Colour: Facebluewith darkspots.Broadyellow bandbetweeneyes(giving rise to alternateEnglish name,
Yellow-maskangelfish).Body scalesdarkwith yellow edgesgiving asomewhat greenyappearanceoverall.
Pectoral, dorsalandcaudalfins yellow. All fins blueedged. Juvenilesblackwith narrow whitebarsandblue
lines which arecurvedposteriorlyat upperand lower ends.

Habitat and Biology: Adults usuallyfound adjacentto steepdrop-offs or in protectedlagoonsat depthsof
5-25 m. Solitary in habit. Feedson soft coralsand sponges.

Distribution: Maldives to WesternPacific.

Remarks: Pomacanthus xanthometoponis one of the most spectacularof Maldivian reef fishes.
Juvenilesare exportedas aquariumfish, hut its large adult size meansthat it is only really suitable
for big public aquaria.
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Pygoplitesdiacanthus (Boddaert,1772)
PLATE 6h

English Name: Regal angelfish Family: POMACANTHIDAE
Local Name: Kula kokaamas Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 25 cm Specimen: MRS/0223/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 13-14 spinesand 18-19 rays. Anal fin with 3 spines and
18-19 rays. Pectoral fin rays 16-17. Body not asdeepas Pornacanthusspp. Lateral line terminates
below endof dorsal fin. About 8 rows of scaleson operculum.

Colour: Brilliant orange with about 8 black-edgedwhite bars on sidesbetweennapeand caudal
peduncle.Blue lines on headand analfin. Juvenileswith largeblack spoton base of dorsalfin, becoming
diffused bluepatchin adults.

Habitat and Biology: Usually seen swimmingfrom one coral crevice to anotherin depthsup to
20m. Feedson spongesand tunicates.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: The superbcolourationof PygopIitesdiacanthusmakesthis a favourite with aquaristsand
divers alike. The specimensfrom the Maldives andthe Indian Oceanareif anythingmorebeautiful than
thosefrom the Pacific Ocean,which havea ratherdull blue-grey (insteadof bright orange)chin.
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Kyphosuscinerascens (Forsskal,1775)

English Name: Snubnoserudderfish,Blue seachub Family: KYPHOSIDAE
Local Name: Kirulhiya mas Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 45 cm Specimen:MRS/0048/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 1 1 spinesand 1 2 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 11 rays. Pectoral
fin rays 17-19. Softportion of dorsalfin distinctly elevatedhigher thantallestdorsal spine.Preoperculum
very finely serratedwith a bluntspine. Snoutshort andprofile steep.

Colour: Dark grey above, lighter below.Longitudinal dark lineson sides.Silvery handbelow eye. Fins
mainlydarkbrown.

Habitat and Biology: Occurs in shallow coastal waters. Swimsin groupshigh in watercolumnduring the
day,but at night it swims alonenear thebottom.Omnivoroushut feedsmainlyon benthicalgae.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Kyphosuscinerascensis very similar in appearancewith K. vaigiensis(Quoyand Gaimard),but
both canbe differentiatedeasily on the basisof fin countsandshapeof the dorsalfin. In K. t’aigiensis the
dorsalsoft raysusuallynumber14, and are not higherthan the dorsal spines.
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Teraponjarbua (Forsskal,1775)

English Name: Jarbuaterapon,Thorn fish Family: TERAPONIDAE
Local Name: Guruva Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.32 cm Specimen:MRS/0008/86

Distinctive Characters:Dorsal fin with 11-12 spinesand9-11 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand7-10rays.
Pectoralfin rays 13-14. Body depth2.5-3.2 in standardlength. Spinouspart of dorsalfin strongly arched
and deeplynotched.Penultimatedorsalspineshorterthan ultimatedorsal spine. Loweropercularspinevery
long, extending distinctlybeyond edge of opercularflap.

Colour: Body silvery,with 3 or 4 curveddark brown or blackishstripes.Spinousdorsalfin with large black
hiotch. Severalblack stripeson caudalfin.

Habitat and Biology: Occurs in inshorewaters,often in brackish and freshwaters. Lightly predacious
feedingon small fishesand shrimps. Reported tobe a scaleeater.

Distribution: Widely spreadin the Indo-WestPacific.

Remarks:The juveniles and adults ofTeraponjarhua are often found in fresh water, butaccordingto
Wallace(1975)spawningoccurs in thesea.
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Kuhlia mugil (Schneider,1801)

EnglishName: Barred flaglail Family: KUHLIIDAE
Local Name: Kattafulhi Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 20 cm Specimen:MRS/0027/86

Distinctive Characters:Dorsal fin with 10 spinesand 9-li rays. Anal fin with 3 spinesand 9-Il rays.
Pectoralfin rays 14. Gill rakerson lower limb 23-26. Lateralline scales48 to 56. Bodydepth2.7-3.1 in
standardlength.Oval, somewhat compressedbody. Cheeksand operculumscaly. Lower edge ofpreopercle
finely serrated.Operculum withtwo spines. Caudalfin forked.

Colour: Overall silvery. Caudalfin with 5 blackbands.

Habitat and Biology: Foundschoolingnearreefsaffectedby surge.Juvenilessometimesin estuaries.Feeds
on planktoniccrustaceansand small fish.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks:Kuhlia mugil is notat all shyof humans.It is a nocturnalpredator, hut inthedaytimeit schools
in shallow lagoons,oftenaroundjetties.
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Cirrihitus pinnulatus (Bloch andSchneider,1801)

English Name: Stockyhawktish Family: CIRRHITIDAE
Local Name: Fala gaaboa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 28 cm Specimen: MRS/0222/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 10 spinesand 11 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand6 rays.Pectoralfin
with 14 rays. Bodydepth 2.6-3.0 in standardlength. Body robust. Pectoralfin short,not reachingtips of
pelvic fins. A tuft of cirri from neartip of eachdorsal spine.

Colour: Body brown to olive, shadingto white ventrally,with scatteredlarge whiteand dark brown spots;
small reddishspotson head.

Habitat and Biology: Lives inshoreon reefsor rocky bottomsexposed tosurge. Feeds mainlyon crabsbut
alsoothercrustaceansandfishes.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks:Cirrihitus pinnulatus, like otherhawkfishes,is a lie-and-wait predator.It percheson towering
blocks of coral oron thewalls of surgechannelswhereit lurks motionlessin wait for its prey.
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Oxycirrhites typus Bleeker, 1857

English Name: Longnose hawkfish Family: CIRRHITIDAE
Local Name: Thundhigugaaboa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 13 cm Specimen:MRS/0369/91

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 10 spinesand 13 rays. Anal fin with 3 spines and 7 rays.
Pectoralfin with 14 rays. Lower 5 or 6 pectoralraysunbranched.Body depth4.4-4.6 in standardlength.
Snoutextremelylong. 2 or 4 cirri from membranenear tip of eachdorsal spine.

Colour: Whitishwith horizontalandnear-verticalredbandsforming a cross-hatchpattern.Malessometimes
havea blackborder to the pelvic andcaudalfins.

Habitat and Biology: Generallyseenperchedon black coral or gorgonians, usuallyat depthsgreaterthan
30 m. Feeds mainlyon crustaceans,both benthicandplanktonic.

Distribution: Indo-Pacificand EasternPacific.

Remarks:Unlike other hawkfishesOxvirrhitus tipus is easily distinguishedby its extremely elongated
snout. A very popularaquariumfish.
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Paracirrhitesforsteri (Schneider,1801)

English Name: Black side hawkfish Family: CIRRHTIDAE
Local Name: Thijjehi gaahoa Order: Perciformes
Size: Commonto 14 cm: max. 22.5cm Specimen: MRS/0I 10/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsalfin with 10 spinesand 11 rays. Anal tin with 3 spinesand 6 rays.Pectoral
fin rays14 (uppermostand lower7 raysunhranched).Body depth2.6-2.9 in standardlength.Palatineteeth
absent. Interorhitalspaceand almostall of snout scaly. A single cirrusfrom membraneneartip of each
dorsalspine.5 or 6 rows of scaleson cheek.

Colour: Body yellowish with abroad blackishstripeon upperside (faint on someindividuals, broken into
largespotson others:often restrictedto rearhalf of hod). Headandfront of body with numeroussmalldark
reddishspots.Occasionalindividuals dark brown with orange-redspotsanteriorly.

Habitat andBiology: Generallylound on reefedge.oftenseenrestingon live coral. Feedsheavily on small
fishes.occasionallyon crustaceans.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: is a conimun hawkfishin the Maldivian reefs. It is otten seen‘‘sitting” on
theouter most branchesof Pocillopora or Acropora coral heads.
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Oreochromismossambicus(Peters,1852)

English Name: Mozambique cichlid, Tilapia Family: CICHLIDAE
Local Name: Footumas,Thelaapia Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 36 cm Specimen: MRS/0038/86

istinctive Characters:Dorsal fin with 15-17 spinesand 10-13 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 7-10 rays.
Pectoralfin rays13-14.Body depth2.3 in standardlength.Body compressedandoblong.Scalesmoderately
large. Pectoralfin aslong as head.Maxillary not extending tothe front border oftheeye.

Colour: Body greenishbrown. About5 dark barson sides.Pelvic fin darkbrown toblack. Pectoralfin pale.

Habitat and Biology: Found in freshwater, brackishwateror seawaterbut rarely in opensea.Feed on a
wide varietyof plant matteras well ason insects,crustaceansand fishes.

Distribution: Widespread.

Remarks: Oreochromismossambicuswas firstbroughtto Maldives in 1964 by aJapaneseResearchVessel
Fuji Maru as bait from Sri Lanka. This species was firstdistributedon Huraaisland in Kaafu Atoll by
Mr. N.T. HassanDidi. Now commonin severallocations.Previouslyrecorded under the genusSarotheradon
in the Catalogueof fishesof the Maldives,Vol. I, page50.
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English Name: Seven-bandedsergeant-major Family: POMACENTRIDAE
Local Name: Gui burandha Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 16 cm Specimen: MRS/0059/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 13 spinesand 12-14rays. Analfin with 2 spinesand 11-13rays.
Pectoralrays 17-19.Body depth 1 .7-1.9in standardlength.Bodycompressed with largescales.Operculum
and preoperculumscaled.Opercles notserrated.Lateral line notcontinuous.

Colour: Yellowish brownwith dark crossbands.Spinousdorsalfin with dark edges.Pectoralfin palewith
a black spotat the base.Caudaland pelvic fin greyish.

Habitat and Biology: Inhabitsrocky shoresexposed towave action andshallow reefs up to about 3 m.
Feeds mainlyon algae.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Abudefduf septemfasciatusis similar toA . sordidus(next page). butthe former lacks the black
spoton top of caudalfin hase.The scientific namerefers tothe sevenstripescrossingthe body.

Abudefdufseptemfasciatus(Cuvier, 1830)
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Abudefdufsordidus (Forsskal,1775)

EnglishName: Blackspotsergeant Family: POMACENTRIDAE
Local Name: Burandha Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 17 cm Specimen: MRS/0024/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 13 spinesand 14-16 rays. Analfin with 2 spinesand13-15 rays.
Pectoralrays 18-20. Body depth 1.5-1.8 in standardlength. Posteriorpart of suborbital scaled.3 rows of
scaleson operculum.Opercularbonesnot serrated. Firstray of pelvicfin elongated,equalto headlength.

Colour: Brownish, paler below. Fiveyellow cross barson sidesof the body. A black saddleon caudal
pedunclejust behind the dorsalfin. A black blotch at the base ofpectoralfin. Pelvic fin greyish,caudal
fin brownish.

Habitat and Biology: Inhabitsrockyshoresexposed tomoderatewaveaction,up toabout3 m. Oftenfound
in rock poo1s.Usually in pairs or small parties.Feedsprimarily on benthicalgae.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Ahudefdufsordidus is a very hardy aquariumfish. However, it is not very colourful and,like
otherdamselfishes,it doestendsto fight at times.
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Amphiprion clarkii (Bennett, 1830)

English Name: Clark’s anemonefish Family: POMACENTRIDAE
Local Name: Maagandumas Order: Perciformes
Size: Commonto 8 cm; max. 12 cm Specimen: MRS/P0495/97

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 10 or 11 spines and14-17rays. Analfin with 2 spines and 12-15
rays.Pectoralrays18-21.Body depth1.7-2.0 in standardlength.

Colour: Blackish with threewhite barscrossinghead, bodyand caudal peduncle.There is considerable
variation in the ratio of black to orange-yellowon the fins andventralpart of headandbody.

Habitat and Biology: Inhabits lagoonsandouterreefslopesupto m. Symbioticwith a varietyof anemones;
usuallyoneadult pair and a few juveniles peranemone.Omnivorous.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Amphiprion clarkii is the most widespread speciesin the genus,being found right across
Indo-Pacificandoccurringwitha varietyof giant seaanemones. Anemonefishesgainprotection frompredation
amongstingingtentacles ofanemones..They themselvesare immuneto being stung,thanksto their special
mucuscoating.Thisgives themone of their Dhivehi names:‘Saiboanimas’or soap fish.
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Amphiprion nigripes Regan,1908

English Name: Maldive anemonefish Family: POMACENTRIDAE
Local Name: Dhivehi maagandunias Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 9 cm Specimen: MRS/0006/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsalfin with 10- 11 spines and17-18rays. Analfin with 2 spines and13-15rays.
Pectoralrays 18-19.Body depth2.0-2.2in standardlength.Maxillary reachingto below front borderof eye.
Pectoralfin shorterthan head.Pelvic fin slightly shorterthan pectoralfin.

Colour: Orange.lower sideof chestblackish. A singlewhitetransverseband,alittle lessthaneyediameter
in breadth: thewhite handedgedwith black. Pelvic and anal finsblack. Dorsal, caudal andpectoraltins
yell ow.

Habitat and Biology: Usually foundon reefedges.Always associatedwith giant seaanemones.Heteractis
magnifica.Aggressiveto the fishesthat feed on anemones.Omnivorous.

Distribution: Maldives andLaccadives.Also in Sri Lanka,but rare.

Remarks:Amphiprionnigripesis the commonMaldiviananemonefish.It is muchsoughtafterby aquarists.
For tins reasonsome reefs.particularly nearMaté, havebeenstrippedof this species.This specieshasalso
beenrecordedfrom Sri Lanka(where it is mare)andthe Laccadives.
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Amphiprion sebae Bleeker. 1953

English Name: Sebae anemonefish Family: POMACENTRIDAE
Local Name: Saiboani mas Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 12 cm Specimen: MRS/0007/86

Distinctive Characters:Dorsal fin with 10-11 spinesand 14-17rays. Analfin with 2 spinesand13-14rays.
Pectoralrays 18-19. Body depth2.0-2.2 in standardlength. Preoperclefinely serratebehind. Opercle,
suboperclestronglyserrated.Pectoralshorterthanhead,pelvic fins slightly longerthanhead.

Colour: Ground colour blackish.Two white transverse barson the head andbody, the second extending
posteriorlyon secondhalf of dorsalfin. Caudalfin yellow.

Habitat and Biology: Associatedwith the giant anemone,Stichodactylahaddoni.

Distribution: NorthernIndian Ocean.

Remarks: Amphiprion sebaeis similar in appearanceto clarkii. Sinceboth speciesaresomewhat
variablein colourationit is not alwayseasyto tell them apart.However,A. clarkii usually hasathird white
hand(on thecaudalpeduncle),and lackstheposteriorextensionof thesecondwhite bandon the dorsalfin.
Both thesespeciesarevery popularamongaquarists.
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Chromisdelta Randall, 1988

English Name: Deep-reefchromis Family: POMACENTRIDAE
Local Name: Fun nilamehi Order: Perciformes
Size: Commonto 4 cm; max. 9 cm Specimen: MRS/0361/91

Distinctive Characters: Dorsalfin with 12 spinesand12-14rays. Analfin with 2 spines and12-14rays.
Pectoralrays 15-17. Body depth1.8-2.1 instandardlength.Caudalfin lobesendingin two filaments.

Colour: Dark grey-brown, bluish-greyventrally, with a broadwhite bar on caudalpeduncleoften edged
anteriorlywith black. A black spotcoveringpectoral finbaseandaxil.

Habitat and Biology: Generallyfound on lower reefslopesat depthsgreaterthan 25 m. Feedsprimarily
on planktons.

Distribution: Maldives to WesternPacific.

Remarks: Chronmisdelta is commonin theMaldives,but it is notoftennoticedby snorkellersorevendivers
becauseof its relativelysmall sizeandthefact thatit tendsto live on deepouterreefslopes.It is very similar
to C. margaratifer which sofar isknown from the EasternIndian Oceanto Central Pacific,but whichmight
occur inthe Maldives,
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Chroinis di,nidiata (Klunzinger. 1871)

EnglishName: Twotonechromis Family: POMACENTRII)AF
Local Name: Ehkihadhonni laniehi Order: Perciformes
Size: Coninionto S cm: max. 9 cm Specimen: MRS/0251/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsalfin with I 2 spines and11 —12 usually 1 2) s. Anal fin ith 2 spinesand
1 2 rays. Pectoralrays 15— 17. Body depth2.0—2. 1 in standardlength. Upper andlower edgesof caudal fin
basewith two smallspines.Suborbitalbonesscaled,their lower edgessmooth.Preopercularmargin smooth.
Caudalfin forked, the lobe tips with two filamentouslays.

Colour: Head and anteriorhalf of body dark brown. becoming abruptlywhite posteriorly A black spotat
baseof pectoral fins.

Habitatand Biology: Foundon reefflats to upperslopesat depthsdown to at least30 in. Feedsprimarily on
plankton.

Distribution: Indian Ocean.from the Red Seato ChristmasIsland.

Remarks:Chromisdimidiata is common in Maldives. It is often seenin small widely spacedstationary
schoolshovering 1 m or so abovecoral formations. Specimensfrom the Maldives tendto havethepalearea
extendinganteriorly on the dorsalfin, unlike thespecimensfrom further West.
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Chroinis ternatensis (BlecLer, 1856)

English Name: Ternutecliromis Family: POMACENlRIDAE
Local Name: Loon lunboa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 8 cm Specimen: MRS/0023/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 12-13spines andItt—I 2 rays Anal fin W itli 2 spinesand 10—12 rays.
Pectoral rays 16—18.. Body depth 1 .8- I 9 in standardlength. Membranesof spiuousportion of dorsal fin not
incised.Margin of preoperelesmooth,Pelv ic fin with first ray produced,equalor slightly longerthanpectoral
fin or head.(‘audal fin deeply forked. the lobeselongated.

Colour: Adults goldenhIo\\ n. Juveniles W ith olive hack andhead. Yellow ish to paleon sides andbelly.
Central caudalrays paleyellow, lobesdark brown. Pectoralfin pale.

Habitat and Biology: Inhabitscoral reek.formingmidwateraggregationsin 2—IS m. Feedson zooplankton.

Distribution: I ndo-WestPacific.

Remarks: C/noons ternatensisis sometimesused ashunt ii) Maldives for pole and line fishing. It n’ not
normally targetedby bait fishermen,hut is taken incidentallywhile bait fishing for otherspecies.
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Chromis viridis (Cuvier, 1830)

English Name: Blue-greenchroniis Family: POMACENTRIDAE
Local Name: Nilamehi Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 8 cm Specimen: MRS/0032/86

Distinctive Characters:Dorsal firm with 12 spinesanid 9—10 rays. Anal fin with 2 spines and10-Il rays.
Pectoral rays 17-18. Body depth2.0-2.1 in standardlength. Suborbitalhonesscaled,with lower margins
smooth.Preopercularmargin smooth. Caudalfin forked.

Colour: Blue—greenshadingto whitish ventrally. A faint dtnsky spot atupperbase ofpectoral fin..A blue line
from front of snoutto eyes.Nestingmaleyellow with black dorsal.

Habitat and Biology: Commonon shallow lagoon reefsat depthsof 1,5—12 in. Forms largeaggregations.
typically feed on plankton aboverich bedsof live coral.

I)istrihution: I ndo-Pacific.

Remarks: Chromis viridis is usedas bait for pole and line tuna fishery. It is usedmostly commonlyon the
easternsideof the Maldives in the northeastmonsoon.andon thewestern sideduringthesouthwest monsoon.
Previously recorded asC. caeruleus(as inCatalogueof Fishesof the Maldives.Vol.1 . page116). hut this
nanieis now invalid.
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Chrysipterabiocellata (Quoy andGaimard, 1824)

English Name: Twospot demoiselle Family: POMACENTRIDAE
Local Name: Dhanbaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.9 cm Specimen: MRS/0045/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 13 spines and12-14rays.Anal fin with 2 spines and13-14rays.
Pectoralrays 17-19.Body depth2.2-2.5 in standardlength.Body compressed.Pectoralfin shorterthan the
pelvic fin. First rayof pelvicfin elongated.Opercular bones notserrated.Dorsal spinesgraduallyincreasing
in lengthto theend.

Colour: Variable. Bodybrownishgrey,palerbelow. Adultsdarkeranddull. Scatteredbluespotsonbackand
head.Two black spotsposteriorlyon dorsalfin.

Habitat and Biology: Inhabits lagoonsusually adjacentto shoreamongrubble oraroundrocky outcrops
and sandyareasat depthsupto 5 m. Occurssolitary or in groups.Feedson benthicalgae.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Chrysipterabiocellatais sometimesconfusedwith C. unirnaculatabut canhedistinguishedby its
differenthabitat (C. uninmaculatalivesin moreexposedareas).Previouslyrecorded under the genusAbudefduf
in Catalogueof Fishesof the Maldives,Vol.1, page106.
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Ghrysipterabrownriggii (Bennett. 1828)

EnglishName: Surgedemoiselle Family: POMACENTRIDAE
Local Name: Faiga koshaadhanhaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 7.5 cm Specinien:MRS/0213/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 13 spines andI 2-13 rays. Analfin with 2 spines and11 - 1 3 rays.
Pectoralrays 17-19. Body depth2.2-2.5 in standardlength.

Colour: Two colourvarietiesor phases. Oneis darkbrown with two white barson body andayellow baron
gill cover.The otheris yellow with blue band fromaboveeye to uppercaudalpeduncle(maybe interrupted
belowrearpart of dorsalfin).

Habitat and Biology: Inhabitsareasexposedto mild or surgeup to 2 in. frequentlyin the vicinity of the reef
crestor algalridge. Occurssolitary or in small groups.Feedsmostly on algaeandcrustaceans.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: This species waspreviouslyknownasChrysipterateucopoma.Sincethen, however.Chrysiptera
bmwnriggii, describedfrom Sri Lanka. hasbeenfoundto be anoldervalid name.
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Chrysipteraglauca (Cuvier, 1830)

EnglishName: Grey demoiselle Family: POMACENTRIDAE
Local Name: AIhi dhanhaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Commonto 7 cm; max. 10cm Specimen:MRS/0218/88

Distinctive Characters:Dorsal fin with 13 spinesand12-13 rays. Analfin with 2 spinesand 12-13 rays.
Pectoralfin with 17-18rays. Body depth2.2-2.3 in standardlength.

Colour: Generallypaleblue or light grey.Juvenileswith neon blue lineson forehead.

HabitatandBiology: inhabit reefflat areas, exposedto mild or moderatesurgein 0.5-2m. Occurs solitary
or in small groups.Feedsmainly on benthicalgae.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks:Chrvsiptera glauca is very comnion in certain shallow, moderately exposedlocations in the
Maldives. The adults appear rather dullat first glance. butcloserinspection revealsthem to be very
attractive fishes.

241

<<



Chrysipteraunimacukita (Cuvier, 1830)

EnglishName: One spotdemoiselle Family: POMACENTRIDAE
Local Name: Dhonkaru dhanbaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Common to 6cm; max. 8 cm Specimen: MRS/0217/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 13 spinesand 13-14 rays. Analfin with 2 spines and 12-14rays.
Pectoral rays18-19. Body depth2.1-2.4 in standardlength. Suborbitalbonesscaleless,their loweredges
smooth. Marginof preoperclesmooth.Caudalfin slightly forked with roundedlobes.

Colour: Generallydark brownwith yellowish pectoralfins. A small blackspot atthebase ofposteriordorsal
rays. Small juvenilesmainly yellow with a bluestripe alongbackand an ocellusat middle ofdorsalfin.

Habitat and Biology: Inhabit reefflat areas,exposed tomild or moderatesurgeup to 2 m. Usually seen
among rubbleor over barren beach-rockwith occasionalcrevices.Occurssolitary or in small groups.Feeds
mainly on benthicalgae.

Distribution: Indo-West Pacific.

Remarks: Chrysipteraunimaculata is sometimesconfusedwith C. hiocellata but the former generally
lacks awhite baron middle ofbody.Also C. biocellata tend to be seenin moreshelteredareas.
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Dascyllusaruanus (Linnaeus. ���� )

EnglishName: Three-bardascyllus Family: POMACENTRIDAE
Local Name: Muraka mas Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.7.5 cm Specimen:MRS/0004/86

Distinctive Characters:Dorsal fin with 12 spines and11-13 rays. Anal fin with 2 spinesand 11-13 rays.
Pectoral rays 17-19. Body depth 1.5-1.7 in standardlength. Suborbitalbones scaled andfinely serrate.
Preopercularmargin finely serrate.Pectoralfin slightly shorterthan head.

Colour: White with threebroadblack bars.The firstdiagonalbar from nape andupperheadthrougheyeto
chin. Caudalfin pale.

HabitatandBiology: Inhabitslagoon andcoastalreefs in 1 - 1 2 m. usually found in aggregationsaround
small coral heads.Feedsprimarily on zooplanktonin the water column above the corals. Takesshelter
amongthe brancheswith the approachof danger.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks:Dascvllusaruanus is sometimesconfusedwith D. melanurus(not recordedfrom the Maldives).
They are easilydistinguishablewhen seen together.The position of theanteriorblack barsandthe lack of
black on thecaudal fin will serveto identify D. aruanus.
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Dascylluscarneus Fischer. 1885

EnglishName: Indian dascyllus Family: POMACENTRIDAE
Local Name: Dhegalhimurakanias Order: Perciformes
Size: Commonto 5 cm; max. 7 cm Specimen:MRS/0219/88

Distinctive Characters:Dorsal fin with 12 spinesand 14-16 rays. Analfin with 2 spinesand 13-14 rays.
Pectoralrays17-19.Body depth1.5-1.6 in standardlength.

Colour: Light brown withblue linesandspotson scalesandbroad darkbar crossingbody behindoperculum.
Spinousdorsal,analand pelvic fins black, oftenappears electricblue in life. Otherfins pale.

Habitatand Biology: Occurson reef slopesto at least40 m, usually inaggregationsaroundsmall coral
heads. Feedson plankton.

Distribution: IndianOcean,from EastAfrica to Indonesia.

Remarks:Dascylluscarneusis a verycommoncoralreefspeciesin theMaldives.Althoughnotverycolourful,
it is exportedfrom Maldivesas live aquariumfish.
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Dascyllus trimaculatus (Ruppell, 1828)

EnglishName: Threespot dascyllus, Domino Family: POMACENTRIDAE
Local Name: Kalhu murakamas Order: Perciformes
Size: Commonto 7 cm; max. 12 cm Specimen: MRS/0090/86

Distinctive Characters:Dorsal fin with 12 spinesand14-16rays. Analfin with 2 spinesand 14-15rays.
Pectoralrays 19-21.Body depth 1.4-1.6 in standardlength.Preopercularmargin finely serrate.Suborbital
bones scaled,their lowermarginsfinely serrate.

Colour: Black to darkbrown with 3 white spots,particularlyprominent in juveniles.Adults generallylose
the foreheadspot, and thespoton the upperside is much reduced orfrequentlyabsent.

Habitat andBiology: Inhabits lagoonsandreefareasup to 55 m. Occurs in small to large aggregations.
Juvenilesusuallyassociatewith seaanemones,Diademaseaurchins,or smallcoralheads.Feedsmainlyon
zooplanktonand algae.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks:Dascyllustrimaculatusis verycommonin Maldives.It is a hardyspecies,andsodespiteits rather
dull colourationit is popular withaquarists.
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Lepidozygus tapeinosoma(B leeker, 1856)

English Name: Fusilier damsel Family: POMACENTRIDAE
Local Name: Bureki Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.9 cm Specimen:MRS/0020/86

Distinctive Characters:Dorsal fin with 12 spinesand 14-15 rays. Analfin with 2 spinesand 15-16 rays.
Pectoralrays2 1-22.Bodydepth2.8-3.1 in standardlength.Body elongate.Hind marginof preoperclefinely
serrated.Caudalfin deeplyforked,lobesproducedto be somewhat filamentous.

Colour: Olive to purplish on backbecomingpalerbelow. Dorsaland analfins purplish brownwith orange
colouredoblique stripes.Last threedorsalraysorangecoloured. Pectoralandpelvic fins pink.

HabitatandBiology: Usuallyinhabitstheupper edgeofouter reefslopesat depthsupto30 m.butoccasionally
collectedon lagoonreefs. Mostcommonin areas of rich coralgrowth. Usuallyfound with aggregationsof
Nernanthiascarberryi. Feedson zooplanktonwell abovethe bottom.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Lepido:vgustapeinosornais usedasbait in poleandlinetunafishery.Its useis seasonal,depending
to someextenton the availabilityof other,moreeasilycollected,species.NearMale, it is most often used
during thenortheast monsoon season andtheprecedingintermonsoon.
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Pomacentruspavo (Bloch, 1787)

EnglishName: Peacockdamselfish Family: POMACENTRIDAE
Local Name: Hunike Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 11 cm Specimen: MRS/0044/86

DistinctiveCharacters:Dorsal fin with 13 spinesand 12-14 rays. Analfin with 2 spinesand 12-14 rays.
Pectoralrays 17. Body depth2.4-2.6 in standardlength.Bodycompressed.Preopercle scaled andserrated.
Pelvic fin long. Dorsaland anal fin rayselongated.Caudallobespointed.

Colour: Bluish-green, lighter below. Scaleson the headwith a yellow small dot. A black blotch on hind
borderof opercle.Pelvic andpectoralfin hyaline,caudalfin dusky.

HabitatandBiology: Generallyfound aroundcoral outcrops,frequentlyin sandylagoonsat depthsup to 16
m. Occursin small to largegroups.Feedson planktonandfilamentousalgae.

Distribution: Tropical Indo-Pacific.

Remarks:Pornacentruspavo is superficially similar in appearance toChromis viridis (see page238).
However, it canbe distinguishedby its more elongateshape,and the small dark spot on the back ofthe
opercle.Occasionallyappearsin livebait catches.
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Pomacentrusphilippinus Evermann andSeale,1907

EnglishName: Philippine damselfish Family: POMACENTRIDAE
Local Name: Dhon nigoo dhanbaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Commonto 7 cm; max. 9 cm Specimen:MRS/02l6/88

Distinctive Characters:Dorsal fin with 13 spinesand 14-15 rays. Analfin with 2 spinesand 14-16 rays.
Pectoralrays 18 or 19. Body depth1.9-2.0in standardlength.Marginsof preopercieand suborbitalserrate;
suborbitalwith a fewscales.Teethbiserial.

Colour: Blackishwith a brightorange-yellowcaudalfin. A largeblack spotcoveringbase ofpectoralfin.
Specimenfrom theGreatBarrierReefblackishwith a pale streakon eachscale.

HabitatandBiology: Inhabitspassagesandouter reefslopesin 1-12 m, usuallyaroundcoral outcropsor in
shadowsof overhangingcliffs and ledges. Occurssolitaryand insmall groups.

Distribution: Maldivesto Western Pacific.

Remarks:In the Maldives andSri Lanka,Pomacentrusphilippinus hasa distinctiveyellow tail. In other
partsof its rangethe yellow is either muchmore widespreadorcompletelylacking.
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Stegastesfasciolatus (Ogilby, 1889)

English Name: Pacific gregory Family: POMACENTRIDAE
Local Name: Rongudhanbaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 12cm Specimen: MRS/02l4/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 13 spinesand 15-17 rays. Analfin with 2 spinesand12-14 rays.
Pectoralrays 19-21. Body depth 1.6-2.1 in standardlength.Margins of preopercle and suborbital serrate;
suborbitalscaled.Teethuniserial.

Colour: Dark brown with black scaleoutlines. A small blackspoton upperpectoralbase.Many lavender
spotson head andbreast.Rearmarginsof dorsal,caudaland anal fins yellow. In juveniles tips of first few
interspinous membranesof dorsalfin brightyellow; caudalpeduncleandfin oftenyellow.

HabitatandBiology: Commonin shallowareasexhibiting mild to moderatesurgeconditionsat depthsup
to 5 m. Also occurson rockyhabitatsfrom shallow surgepoolsdown to at least30 m.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Stegastesfasciolatusis commonthroughoutmostof its range.However,it is notwell documented
over much of its range, probably due toits sombrecolourationwhich it shareswith a number of other
Indo-WestPacific membersof Stegastesand Pomacentrus.
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Anampseslineatus Randall, 1972

EnglishName: Lined wrasse Family: LABRIDAE
Local Name: Rongu kendi hikaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 12 cm Specimen: MRS/0354/9l

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 9 spines and 12 rays. Analfin with 3 spines and12 rays. Pectoral
fin with 13 rays. Gill rakerson the first gill arch 14-16. Body depth3.2-3.4 in standardlength.Caudalfin
rounded.

Colour: Body orange brownwith paleblue-greenlongitudinal lines or lines of spots on sides.Caudalfin
almost black with broadwhite bandacrossbase.Black spot onreartip of operculum. Maleswith ayellow
spot on pectoralregion.

Habitatand Biology: Inhabitsdeeperreefareasusually at depthsgreaterthan 20-30 in.

Distribution: Indian Ocean.

Remarks: In the Pacific Ocean,Anampseslineatus is replacedby the closely relatedA. melanuruswhich
has a yellow, ratherthan a white, tail band,and lines of distinctspotson its sides.
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Anampsesmeleagrides Valenciennes,1840

English Name: Spotted wrasse,Yellowtail wrasse Family: LABRIDAE
Local Name: Koveli hikaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 21 cm Specimen: MRS/0389/92

Distinctive Characters:Dorsal fin with 9 spines and12 rays. Anal fin with 3 spinesand 12 rays.
Pectoral fin with 13 rays. Gill rakerson the first gill arch 18-20. Body depth 3.1-3.4in standard
length. Body moderatelyelongated.No median predorsal scales.Caudal fin truncateto emarginate.

Colour: Femalesdark brownwith numeroussmall rounddark spots,tail yellow. Malesdark orange-brown
with numerousfine blue markings (vertical on sides,horizontalon belly, irregularon head,spots anda
white crescentposteriorlyon tail).

Habitat and Biology: Found on atoll rim reefs.Abundant in areasof rich coral growth.

Distribution: lndo-Pacific.

Remarks: Anarnpsesmeleagridesis a beautiful specieswhich is widespreadon Maldivian reefs.
A. amboinensisBleekeris a synonymbasedon the male form. A popularaquariumfish.
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Bodianusaxillaris (Bennett.1831)

English Name: Axil spot hogfish Family: LABRIDAE
Local Name: Lah kothari hikaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 20 cm Specimen:MRS/0384/92

DistinctiveCharacters:Dorsal fin with 12 spinesand 9-10 rays.Anal fin with 3 spinesand 12-13
rays. Pectoral fin with 15-17 rays. Body depth2.8-3.1 in standardlength. Snout pointed.Caudal fin
varying from slightly roundedto slightly double emarginate.

Colour: Juvenilesblack with largewhitespots.Adults brownanteriorlyandwhiteposteriorly. Largeblack
spotsat the pectoralaxil and on dorsaland anal fins.

Habitat and Biology: Juveniles usually seenin caves.Feedson benthic invertebrates.Occasionally
seencleaning other fishes.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Bodianusavillaris undergoesaremarkablecolourchangeas it grows. B. aihoinaculatus(Smith)
is a synonymbasedon thejuvenile stage.
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Bodianus bimaculatusAllen, 1973

EnglishName: Twospotslenderhogfish Family: LABRIDAE
Local Name: Dhelah hikaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 10 cm Specimen:MRS/0382/92

DistinctiveCharacters:Dorsalfin with 12 spinesand9-10rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand12rays.Pectoral
fin with 14-16rays. Body depth3.6-4.0 in standardlength.Caudalfin rounded.

Colour: Yellow to orangewith six narrowred stripesshadingto yellow on lower third of headandbody. A
largeyellow edgedblack spoton opercleanda blackspotaboutthe sizeof pupil on caudalfin baseslightly
abovethe end of lateralline.

Habitat and Biology: Generally found on deepouter reef slopesat depthsgreaterthan 40 m. Feedson
benthicinvertebrates.

Distribution: Indo-WestPacific.

Remarks:Bodianus himaculatusis the smallestmemberof the genus.It doesnot appearto be commonin
Maldives.This maybe becauseit is a ratherdeepdwelling species.
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Bodianus diana (Lacepede.1801)

English Name: Diana’s hogfish Family: LABRIDAE
Local Name: Thinthiki hikaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 25 cm Specimen:MRS/0412/92

Distinctive Characters:Dorsal fin with 12 spinesand 9-10rays. Anal fin with 3 spines and10-12 rays.
Pectoralfin with 15-17rays. Body depth3.1-3.3 instandardlength. Snoutpointed.Caudalfin slightly rounded
in juveniles totruncateor slightly doubleemarginatein adults.

Colour: Juvenilesbrown mottledwith lines of white blotches,and black spotson fins. Adults with brown
head,yellow-brownsidesandred-brownfins. Threesmall yellow spotsdorsally.Black spotson pelvic, anal
andcaudalfins.

Habitat and Biology: Normally seensolitaryon the reefslopesat depthsbetween6-30 m. Juvenilesoften
cleanotherfishes.

Distribution: Indo-West Pacific.

Remarks: Bodianusdianais fairly commonon Maldivianreefs.LapidaploisaldabrensisSmith isa synonym
basedon thejuvenile form.
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Cheilinus bimaculatus Valenciennes,1840

English Name: Two-spot wrasse Family: LABRIDAE
Local Name: Dhethiki hikaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 15 cm Specimen: MRS/0388/92

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 9 spinesand9-Il rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand8 rays. Pectoral
fin with 12-13rays.Bodydepth2.7-3.0in standardlength. Caudalfin round in juveniles,the upperandsome
middle raysprolongedin adults.

Colour: Mottledbrown. Threesmall dark spotsbehindeye,on sides,and at front of dorsalfin. Orange-red
linesradiatingfrom eyes.

Habitat and Biology: Often found on substrataof thick algal growth or in plant dominatedbottoms at
depthsgreaterthan 15 m.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Cheilinushirnacularusappearsto be fairly uncommonand deepdwelling in the Maldives.The
specimenon which this recordis basedwastakenin 30-42m nearK. Thuru.
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Cheilinus fasciatus (B loch, 1791)

EnglishName: Scarlet-breastedmoan wrasse Family: LABRIDAE
Local Name: Fulhah hikaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.36 cm Specimen:MRS/U108/87

Distinctive Characters:Dorsalfin with9 spinesand 10 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand8 rays. Body depth
2.3-2.6 in standardlength. Dorsal profileof headconvex,particularlythat of largemales. Caudalfin slightly
round in juveniles,truncatewith elongatepointedlobes in largemales.

Colour: Brown with blackstreakson scalesandnarrow white bars.Chestand pectoralregion orangered.
Narrowwhite linesradiatingfrom eye.

Habitatand Biology: Inhabitscoralreefsto depthsof 30 m. Solitaryinhabit. Feedson molluscs,crustaceans
and seaurchins.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks:Cheilinus fasciatus is oneof themostbrightlycoloured membersof its genus,otherspeciesbeing
finely markedbut ratherdull.
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Cheilinus oxycephalusBleeker, 1853

English Name: Snootywrasse Family: LABRIDAE
Local Name: Filaa hikaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 17 cm Specimen:MRS/0275/88

Distinctive Characters:Dorsalfin with 9 spinesand 10rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 8 rays.Pectoralfin
with 12 rays. Body depth2.5-3.0in standardlength.Dorsalprofile of headfrom mouth to above eyeconcave.
Mouth terminalor with lower jawslightly projecting. Headscaled toabovemiddle ofeye.Caudalfin rounded
in all stages.

Colour: Mottled brownishred. Dark spotson each sideof upperlip, on front of dorsalfin, and sometimes
behindeye.Juveniles andsub-adultswith a midlateralrow of small dark spotson body.

Habitat and Biology: A shy andsecretivecoral reefspecies.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Cheilinus oxvcephalusis easily overlookedby diversandsnorkellersdueto its secretivehabit
and dull colouration.
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Cheilinus undulatus Ruppell, 1835

English Name: Humphead wrasse,Napoleonwrasse Family: LABRIDAF
Local Name: Maa hulhunbu landaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.2.3 m

Distinctive Characters:Dorsal fin with9 spinesand 10 rays. Analfin with 3 spines and8 rays. Pectoralfin
with 12 rays.Body depth2.3-2.7in standardlength.Body moderatelydeep.Dorsal profileof headstraightto
eye,then becomingconvex.Adults developalarge,fleshy humpon forehead.Lateral line interruptedbelow
posterior portion ofdorsalfin base.Caudalfin rounded.

Colour: Body olive to blue-greenwith vertical dark lineson scales.Irregular lineson headand two black
linesextendingbackfrom eye.Juvenilespale greenishwith elongate darkspotson scales ofbody tendingto
form bars;two black linesposteriorlyfrom eye.

HabitatandBiology: Foundmostly on deeperportionsof coral reefsto depthsof 60 m. Solitary. Feeds
mainly on hardshelledpreyincluding molluscs,crustaceansand seaurchins.

Distribution: lndo-Pacific.

Remarks: Cheilinus undulatusis the largestof thefamily Labridae.In spiteof its large size,it is a waryfish.
This speciesis protectedin the Maldives.
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Cheilio inermis (ForsskAl, 1775)

English Name: Cigar wrasse Family: LABRIDAE
Local Name: Ilolhi hikaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 50cm Specimen: MRS/0261/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 9 spines and 12-14 rays. Anal fin with 3 spines and 11-12 rays.
Pectoralfin rays 12. Body depth 5.5-8.0in standard length. Body slenderandelongated,notverycompressed.
Snoutlong. Caudalfin slightly rounded.

Colour: Usually bright green ili lateralstripes,but may be brown, yellow or mottled.

Habitat and Biology: Typically found in seagrassesor densebeds of algae at depths to 10 m. Mostly
solitary in habit. Feedschiefly on molluscs, hermitcrabs, crabs,seaurchinsandshrimps.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks:The garishgreencolourationof Cheilio inermishelps it to camouflageswithin theseagrassbeds.
Becauseof this it is normallyonly spottedby careful observers, even though itis quite common.
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Cirrhilabrus exquisitus Smith, 1957

English Name: Exquisitewrasse Family: LABRIDAE
Local Name: Fan hikaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 11 cm Specimen:MRS/0274/88

Distinctive Characters:Dorsal fin with 11 spinesand8-9 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 9 rays. Pectoral
fin with 14-16rays.Bodydepth3.2-3.5in standardlength.Rear opercularmargin finelyserrate.Pupil of eye
double.Caudalfin of juvenilesrounded,of adultsdoubleemarginate.

Colour: Green-redwith distinctiveblackspotson upper half ofcaudalpeduncle.Red concentratedon head
and in broadband over pectoralbase.Fine blueline undereye,and undercaudalpedunclespot; two blue
lines obliquely acrosspectoralbase.Males more colourful.

Habitatand Biology: Foundon rubble bottoms in regionsof current at depthsof 6-32 m. Occurs in
aggregationson reefs. Feedson zooplankton.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks:As the namesuggests,Cirrhilabrus exquisitusis a beautiful wrasse.This speciesis very popular
amongaquarists.
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Cirrhilabrus rubrisquamis Randall and Emery,1983

English Name: Red scalewrasse Family: LABRIDAE
Local Name: Raiy hulhunbu hikaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.recorded7.2 cm (standardlength) Specimen: MRS/P0393/92

Distinctive Characters: Dorsalfin with 11 spines and9 rays. Analfin with 3 spines and9 rays. Pectoralfin
with 15 rays. Body depth3.5 in standardlength.Eyesmoderatelylarge (diameterabout3.5 in standard
length). Lateral line interrupted. Caudalfin rounded.

Colour: Femalespink, shadingto paleyellow below; yellowon topof headanddorsalfin. Males brightred
anteriorly, paleyellow posteriorly;anteriorpartsof dorsalandanal finsbright orange-yellow.

Habitat and Biology: Occurs in smallaggregationson outerreefslopes,in depthsof over 30 m. Feedson
zooplankton abovethe bottom.

Distribution: Maldives, Chagosand Sri Lanka.

Remarks: Cirrhilabrus rubrisquarnis is probablyfairly commonin Maldives but it is rarely seenby divers
becauseof its deepdwelling habitat.It appearsto be commonestin depthsof 50-60ni.
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Coris batuensis (Bleeker, 1856)

English Name: Batu cons Family: LABRIDAE
Local Name: Galhi kendi hikaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 19 cm Specimen:MRS/0386/92

Distinctive Characters:Dorsalfin with 9 spines and11 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand11 rays. Pectoralfin
with 13-15rays. Body depth2.8-3.5 in standardlength.

Colour: Paleandrather drab.Spotson sidesandbroad barson backchangingfrom reddishto greenishwith
growth.Small dark spotbehindeye. Twodark oscillatedspotson dorsalfin. Large maleswith all colours
darker.Juvenileswhite with irregular greenishbarsandsmall orangespots.

Habitat and Biology: A commoninhabitant of shallow reefflats and lagoonareas, whereits palecolouration
is no doubt ausefulcamouflage.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Coris hatuensisis sometimes referredas C hroederi (a synonym) and is very close to
C. variegata (Ruppell)from theRed Sea.
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Epibulus insidiator (Pallas,1770)

EnglishName: Slingjaw wrasse Family: LABRIDAE
Local Name: Thun dhamaa hikaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 35 cm Specimen: MRS/0100/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 9 spines and10 rays. Anal fin with 3 spines and 8-9rays. Pectoral
fin with 12 rays.Bodydepth2.0-2.3in standardlength.Jawsextremelyprotractile.Pelvic fins of adultslong.
Preopercularmargin smooth.Caudalfin of maleswith prolongedlobes.

Colour: Usual colour dark brown, occasionallyyellow. Lower headand thorax abruptlypalegrey. A large
diffuseorangishareaon napeandadjacentupper part ofthe body.Juvenilesbrown with 3 narrow whitebars
on body and white lines radiatingfrom eye.

Habitat and Biology: Found mostly on shallowcoral reefsat depthsof 5 or 6 m. Solitary in habit. Feeds
mainlyon smallfishes,crabsand shrimps,which it capturesby rapid protrusionof the jaws.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Epibu/usinsidiaton is a commoninhabitantof the Maldivian reefs. It can be seenin two very
different colourforms.
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Gomphosus caeruleusLacepède,1801

EnglishName: Bird wrasse Family: LABRIDAE
Local Name: Theyofulhi hikaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.28 cm Specimen: MRS/0385/92

Distinctive Characters:Dorsalfin with 8 spines and1 3 rays. Analfin with 3 spines and11 rays. Pectoralfin
with 15 rays.Body depth3.7-4.0in standardlength.Snoutextremelylong andslender(exceptsmalljuveniles),
its length morethanhalf length of head.Caudalfin changesfrom truncatein initial phasefish toemarginate
with prolongedlobesin terminalmales.

Colour:Femalesbrown,palebelow. Malesdarkblue-greenwith palegreendorsal,analandposteriorcrescent
of caudalfin; rearedgeof pectoralsblue.

HabitatandBiology: Foundmostlyon coralandrocky reefsto depthsof 15 m. Feedson small invertebrates
that it picks from cracks andcrevicesin coralandrock with its elongatejaws.

Distribution: IndianOcean.

Remarks:With itsdistinctiveshape,Gomphosuscaeruleusis impossibleto confusewith anyotherMaldivian
fish species.Coloureddifferently in the Red Seawhereit hasbeennamedG. c. klunzingeriby Klausewitz.
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Halichoeres cosmetusRandall andSmith, 1982

EnglishName: Adornedwrasse Family: LABRIDAE
Local Name: Nala hikaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 12 cm Specimen:MRS/0396/92

Distinctive Characters:Dorsalfin with 9 spines and11 rays(rarely 12). Anal fin with 3 spinesand11 rays.
Pectoralfin with 12-14 rays. Body depth3.2-4.1 in standardlength. Headnaked. Scaleson chestsmaller
than thoseof body.

Colour:Female palepinkyorange,stripedyellow, smallblackspotsbehindtheeye; twowhite rimmed black
spotson dorsalfin. Malesgreenwith orange stripes anteriorly andbarsposteriorly.

HabitatandBiology: Foundmostlyon reefslopesat depthsof 2-30m. Feedsmainly on benthicanimals.As
far as known,all speciesof Halichoeressleepin the sandat night.

Distribution: WesternIndian Ocean.

Remarks:Halichoerescosmetusis a commonwrassein the Maldives.The namecosnietusfrom theGreek
word meaningadorned,in referenceto its brilliant andcomplex colouration. Relatedto H. ornatissimus
(Garret)of the Pacific.
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Halichoeres leucoxanthusRandall andSmith, 1982

EnglishName: Lemon meringue wrasse Family: LABRIDAE
Local Name: Dhon lunboahikaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 11 cm Specimen: MRS/0268/88

Distinctive Characters:Dorsal fin with 9 spinesand 12 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 12 rays. Pectoral
fin with 13 rays. Body depth3.5-3.9 in standardlength.Third analspine4.1-4.4 in headlength.

Colour: Yellow above,white below. Fourblack spotson front middle andrearof dorsalfin andcaudal
base.Posteriorthreespotslost in matureadults.

HabitatandBiology: Foundon reefsbetween10-60m depth. Insidethe atoll it is commonestnearbottom
of reefslope, wherereefmeetstheatoll basin floor.Feedson small benthic animals.

Distribution: Maldives to WesternIndonesia.

Remarks:Halichoeresleucovanthus,like many otherwrasses,is a popularaquariumfish. This speciesis
veryclosely relatedto the all yellow H. chrysusRandall of the Pacific and EasternIndian Ocean.
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Halichoeresmarginatus Ruppell. 1835

EnglishName: Dusky wrasse Family: LABRIDAE
LocalName: Mushi hikaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 17 cm Specimen:MRS/0269/88

Distinctive Characters:Dorsal fin with 9 spinesand 13-14 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 12-13 rays.
Pectoralfin with 13-15 rays. Bodydepth2.6-3.2 in standardlength.Headnaked,scalesdorsally on nape
extending to a verticalat rear edge ofeye.

Colour: Femalesdark brown, with white caudalfin and twoyellow edged darkspotson dorsalfin. Males
brown with dark spotson each scaleforming longitudinal lines; narrow blue lines onhead; greenbar on
caudalbase;yellow streakon pectoralfin. Juvenilesblack withyellow stripes.

HabitatandBiology: Preferscoastal rockyshoresas well as the coral rich edges ofthe fringing reefs to
depthsof 30 m.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks:Halichoeresmarginattusis a rathersombrespeciesso easily overlooked,althoughthe male on
closeinspectioncan beseento be veryattractive.
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Halichoeresscapularis (Bennett, 1831)

EnglishName: Zigzagwrasse Family: LABRIDAE
Local Name: Dhon hikaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.20 cm Specimen: MRS/046/86

DistinctiveCharacters:Dorsalfin with 9 spinesand 11 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand11 rays.Pectoralfin
with 14 rays.Body depth about3.5 in standardlength.Pectoralfin shorterthan pelvic fin.

Colour: Initial-phase adultswith a dark brownstripe from eye alongupperside (whereoften zigzag)to
uppercaudalbase: bodyabovestripegreenish,belowwhite. Terminal males retain thezigzagstripeon body,
thoughbroaderandsuffused withpink; groundcolourgreenwith blueedgedpalepink spots followingscale
rows on sides;headgreenwith irregularblueedgedpink bandsandspots.

Habitatand Biology: Usually found in shallow lagoonsor bays, associated morewith sand,rubble, or
seagrassbottomsto depthsof 12 m. Feedson sand-dwellinganimals.

Distribution: Indo-WestPacific.

Remarks:Halichoeresscapularisis acommonwrasseon Maldivianreefflats. It is moreoften encountered
on sandand rubbleareasthan on rich coralareas.
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Halichoeres vrolikii (Bleeker, 1855)

EnglishName: Greenharredwrasse Family: LABRIDAE
Local Name: Dhon noohikaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 13 cm Specimen: MRS/0267/88

DistinctiveCharacters:Dorsalfin with 9 spines and12 rays.Anal fin with 3 spinesand 12 rays. Pectoralfin
with 14 rays. Body depth3.0-3.4 in standardlength.

Colour: Femalesorange andblue striped,with 3 blue ringedblack spots,at the front of the dorsal, in the
middleof dorsal andat uppercaudalbase. Male greenwithpink bandson head,andyellow pectoralfin base
with atriangularblack spot on itsupperpart.

HabitatandBiology: Usually foundon reefflats,reefslopes,shallow lagoonsandreefchannelsto depths
of 27 m. Feedson smallbenthicanimals.

Distribution: Maldivesto WesternPacific.

Remarks:Halichoeresvro/ikii hasoften beenknown by the synonym H. hoevenii.H. vrolikii is oneof a
complexgroupof similar species(althoughtheonly oneknown from Maldives) which hasin the pastmade
accurateidentificationverydifficult.
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Hemigymnusfasciatus (Bloch, 1792)

EnglishName: Barred thicklip wrasse Family: LABRIDAE
Local Name: Galhi kendi thunbodu hikaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 45 cm Specimen:MRS/0260/88

DistinctiveCharacters:Dorsalfin with 9 spinesand11 rays. Analfin with 3 spines and11 rays.Pectoralfin
with 14 rays.Total gill rakers22-24. Body depth2.4-2.6 in standardlength.Lips verythick andfleshy,the
lower deeplyincised in medianline. Caudalfin slightly rounded.

Colour: Dark, almost black, sideswith severalwhite barson body. Facebrightly patternedwith red and
green.Juvenileshavemore andthinnerwhite barsthan adults.

HabitatandBiology: Foundmoreon protectedreefs thanexposedreefsatdepthsup to 20 m.Feedsprimarily
on small crustaceans,molluscsandechinoderms.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks:Hemigymnusfasciatusfeedsby taking mouthfulsof sand,sortingthematerial for afew moments
to extract animalmaterial,andejecting indigestiblesedimentsfrom its mouth or gill opening.
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Hemigymnusmelapterus (Bloch, 1791)

EnglishName: Thicklip wrasse Family: LABRIDAE
Local Name: Kalhali thunboahikaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.50 cm Specimen:MRS/0387/92

DistinctiveCharacters:Dorsal fin with 9 spinesand 11 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand11 rays.Pectoralfin
with 14 rays. Total gill rakers 26-29.Body depth2.4-2.7 in standardlength.Lips very thick and fleshy, the
lower deeplyincisedin medianline. Caudalfin slightly rounded.

Colour: Headand anteriorbody light grey. The upperhalf of headwith irregular, blueedgedpink bands.
Most of body dark purplish, the edgesof scalesblackwith a curvedverticalpaleblue linesor spotson each
scale.Medianfins darkpurplishwith fine bluemarkings. Juvenileswithwhite bandsprecedingblackposterior
halfandwith yellow caudalfin.

Habitatand Biology: Found moreon protectedreefsthan exposedreefs at depthsup to 20 m. Feeds
primarily on small crustaceans,molluscsand echinoderms.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks:Hemigymnusmelapterus,like H.fasciatus,feedson invertebrateswhichit sortsout from mouthfuls
of sand.This speciesis commonand wide-rangingon Maldivian reefs.
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Labrichthys unilineatus (Guichenot,1847)

EnglishName: Tubelipwrasse Family: LABRIDAE
Local Name: Eh rongu hikaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 17.5 cm Specimen:MRS/0401/92

Distinctive Characters:Dorsal fin with 9 spines and11-12rays. Anal fin with 3 spines and10-Il rays.
Pectoralfin with 14-15 rays. Preopercularmargin coveredby scales.Top of head scaled to nostrils.Lower
part of head scaledanterior to eye.Body depth2.6-3.2 in standardlength.Lips thick and fleshyforming a
tube whenclosed. Caudalfin strongly rounded.

Colour: Dark brown, almostblack. Juvenileswith 2 white lines alongsides, lower onelost with growth.
Femaleswith yellow lips andpalebluecaudalmargins.Maleswith darkblue lineson headandbody. Broad
yellow barson sidesbehindpectoral.

HabitatandBiology: Occursin shelteredcoral-richhabitats.Feedson coralpolyps.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks:Labrichthysunilineatus is a small anddark-colouredspeciesso it is easily overlooked,even
thought it is not uncommonon Maldivian reefs. There is only one speciesin the genus.L. cvanoraenia
Bleekeris as synonym.
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Labroidesbicolor FowlerandBean, 1928

EnglishName: Bicolour cleanerwrasse Family: LABRIDAE
Local Name: Dhon theyofulhimas Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 14 cm Specimen: MRS/039l/92

Distinctive Characters:Dorsal fin with 9 spinesand 10-Il rays. Anal fin with 3 spinesand 9-10 rays.
Pectoralfin with 13 rays. Bodydepth3.7-4.5 in standardlength. Small scaleson cheek, opercleand nape.
Lips thick, the lowerstrongly hi-lobed.Caudalfin slightly rounded.

Colour: Adults dark anteriorly andpaleposteriorly.Femalesgrey and paleyellow, malesdark blue/black
andbrightyellow. Juvenileswith bright yellow dorsalstripe.

HabitatandBiology: Commonlyseenmovingoverthereefslopesto depthsof 42 m.Feedson ectoparasites
(andmucus) of otherfishes.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks:Labroideshicolor is acleanerwrasseand is thelargestof the genus.It is more inclinedto follow
larger fishesin its cleaningoperationsthanother cleanerwrasses.
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Labroidesdimidiatus (Valenciennes,1839)

EnglishName: Cleanerwrasse Family: LABRIDAE
Local Name: Theyofulhimas Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 11.5 cm Specimen: MRS/0042/86

DistinctiveCharacters:Dorsalfin with 9 spinesand 10-11 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 10 rays.Pectoral
fin with 13 rays. Body depth4.1-4.7 in standardlength. Smallscaleson cheek,opercleandnape.Lips thick,
the lowerstrongly bi-lobed.Caudalfin truncateto slightly rounded.

Colour: Adults light blue, shadingto pale yellowish orwhite anteriorly,with a black stripe from snout
through eye to rear edge ofcaudal fin. This stripe is progressively broaderposteriorly.Juvenileslargely
black with a narrowbright blue stripeon backwhich continuesonto dorsalpart ofhead.

Habitat and Biology: Commonly seenon upperreef slopes to depths of 40m. Feedson crustacean
ectoparasites(andmucus)of other fishes.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks:Unlike L. hicolor (previouspage),Labroidesdimidiatusevenenters themouthsandgill chambers
of someof the largerhostfishesin its cleaningoperations.Alsoestablishes“cleaning stations”on thereef to
which host fishescome forits services.
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Labropsisxanthonota Randall, 1981

EnglishName: Yellowback wrasse Family: LABRIDAE
Local Name: Dhon kothari hikaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 13.5 cm Specimen: MRS/0400/92

DistinctiveCharacters:Dorsalfin with9 spinesand 11 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 10 rays.Pectoralfin
with 14-15 rays. Body depth3.4-3.8in standardlength.Lips thick andfleshy.Postorbitalheadandposterior
suborbital with small scales. Caudalfin of juvenilesrounded; females truncatewith round corners;males
emarginate.

Colour: Femalesdarkbrown or black, yellowdorsally,andwith fine blue lineson sides.Males brown,each
scalewith a yellow dot. Yellow margin to operculum.White wedged-shapedareaon caudalfin. Juveniles
similar to femalesbut lacking brown region of upperside.

HabitatandBiology: Commonlyfoundon rich coralareasat depthsof 7-55m. Adults feed oncoralpolyps.
Juvenilesoften seen cleaning otherfishes.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks:Labropsis.vanthonota,like otherwrassesis amongthe first to retire to an inactivestatewith the
approachof darknessand amongthe lastto resumeactivity the following morning.
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Macropharyngodonbipartitus Smith, 1957

EnglishName: Divided wrasse Family: LABRIDAE
Local Name: Kurehihikaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.12cm Specimen: MRS/0264/88

Distinctive Characters:Dorsalfin with 9 spinesand11 rays.Anal fin with 3 spines and11 rays. Pectoralfin
with 12 rays.Body depth2.6-3.1 in standardlength.Headnaked.No medianpredorsal scales.Fifth to sixth
dorsalsoft raysusually longest. Caudalfin rounded.

Colour: Femalesorangewith white spots,anda largeblack and blueareaon belly. Malesdull orange-red
with greenand purple stripeson head,becomingblotchesposteriorly. Orangeareaundersoft dorsal.

Habitat and Biology: Commonlyfound in areasof brokencoral mixed with sandor rubble. Feedson
benthicinvertebrates.

Distribution: WesternIndian Ocean.

Remarks:Macropharyngodonhipartitus is a small, andat first sighta ratherdull-looking wrasse.Close
inspection,however,reveals thatbothmalesandfemalesto havethemostbeautifullyintricatecolourpatterns.
A popularaquariumfish
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Novaculichthystaeniourus (Lacepède,1801)

English Name: RockmoverW rasse Family: LABRIDAE
Local Name: Gaafurolhaahikaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.25 cm Specimen:MRS/0390/92

Distinctive Characters:Dorsalfin with 9 spinesand 12-13rays. Anal fin with 3 spinesand 12-13rays.
Pectoralfin with 13 rays. Body depth2.8-3.1 in standardlength.The first two dorsal spinesveryflexible
(veryprolongedin juveniles). Caudalfin rounded.

Colour: Adults brown with grey headand a white bar acrosscaudalfin base.Centresof scalesyellowish. A
largered areaon abdomen.Juvenilesmottled greenor brown andwhite.

HabitatandBiology: Foundprimarily on shallow weedy orrubbly areasat depthsof from afew to at least
25 m. Feedson a wide rangeof benthic invertebrates, includingmolluscsand crustaceans.

Distribution: lndo-Pacific.

Remarks:Novaculichthystaeniourusis well known for its ability to overturnlargerocks to prey upon the
animalsbeneath.Juvenilesmimic drifting clumpsof algae.A popularaquariumfish.
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Paracheilinusmccoskeri Randall and Harmelin-Vivien, 1977

EnglishName: Mccosker’swrasse Family: LABRIDAE
Local Name: Faiy mini hikaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 7.5 cm Specimen:MRS/0358/91

Distinctive Characters:Dorsal fin with 9 spinesand 11 rays. The first dorsal rays greatlyextendedin
maturemales.Lateral lines in two parts.Pupil divided into two equaladjoiningparts.

Colour:Ground colourorange. Femaleswith faint,brokenbluehorizontallineson sides.Maleswith distinct
brokenblue linesanddeepredon innerpartof soft dorsalandouterpart of analfins.

Habitat and Biology: Usually seenon rubblebottoms at depthsgreaterthan 20 m. Forms aggregations.
Feedson zooplankton.

Distribution: Indo-WestPacific.

Remarks:Themaleof Paracheilinusmccoskeriis for its sizeoneof themostbeautifulof all Maldivianreef
fishes.Themales maintainharemsof severalfemales,which they ‘flash’ with their spectacular dorsalfins.
A verypopular aquariumfish.

278

<<



Pseudocheilinusevanidus Jenkins,1901

EnglishName: Disappearingwrasse Family: LABRIDAE
Local Name: Miyakan hudhuhikaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.8 cm Specimen:MRS/0357/91

DistinctiveCharacters:Dorsal fin with 9 spinesand 11 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 9 rays. Pectoralfin
with 14 rays. Bodydepth2.7-3.3 in standardlength.Preopercularmarginsmooth.Corneadivided to form a
double pupil.

Colour: Red withnumerousfine palelongitudinal lines. White stripesundereye. Caudalfin greenwith a
small blackspotat upperbase.

HabitatandBiology: A shy andsecretivespecies.Commonon reefslope. Feedson smallcrustaceansand
otheranimals.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks:Pseudocheilinusevanidusis a secretivespecies,hence theEnglish name,disappearingwrasse.
Furtherstudy may resultin its beingplacedin amonotypic family.
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Pseudocheilinus hexataenia(Bleeker, 1857)

EnglishName: Sixstripewrasse Family: LABRIDAE
LocalName: Harongu hikaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.7.5 cm Specimen:MRS/0205/88

Distinctive Characters:Dorsalfin with 9 spines and11 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand9 rays. Pectoralfin
with 15-17rays.Body depth 2.4-2.7 in standardlength.Preoperclewith a membranousflap at angle, the
marginaboveit is usually finely serratedfor abouthalf of its length.

Colour: Reddishwith alternateyellow-orangeandpurple-bluestripes. Caudalfin green.Small blackspot on
uppercaudalbase.

HabitatandBiology: Hidesamongcoralsandrocks on reefedgeandslope.Feedson small crustaceans.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks:P.seudocheilinushexataeniais avery shyandsecretivespeciesandtendsto stayhiddenin thereef
crevices.As a result it is not seen veryoften by snorkellersand divers,althoughit is a fairly abundant coral
reefspecies.
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Pseudocorisyamashiroi (Schmidt, 1930)

EnglishName: Redspotwrasse Family: LABRIDAE
Local Name: Raiy thiki hikaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Commonto 15 cm; max. 18 cm Specimen:MRS/P0394/92

DistinctiveCharacters:Dorsal fin with 9spines and12rays. Analfin with 3 spines and12 rays. Pectoralfin
with 13 rays. Body depth3.5-4.1 in standardlength. First two dorsal spinesclosetogether,prolongedin
males. Caudalfin slightly emarginate.Pelvic fin short. Preoperclewith a membranousflap at angle,the
marginaboveit usuallyfinely serratefor abouthalf its length.

Colour: Females lavender-grey.Thecentresof scales darkerthanedges.Headbehindthe eyepartially blue
green.A largeorangered spot coveringpectoral finbase.Maleslight blue-greenon dorsalthreefifths of
body,denselyspottedwith verticallyelongatedsmallblack spots.In Maldivian specimens,posteriorpartof
backappears orange.

HabitatandBiology: Occurs in aggregationsusually on outerreefslopes.Thefemalesgreatlyoutnumber
themales. Feedson zooplankton.

Distribution: Maldives to WesternPacific.

Remarks:Pseudocorisvamashinoiis commonon thedeeperpartof outerreefslopes.Despitethis, arid its
active swimmingbehaviourit is easilyoverlooked becauseof itsrelativelysmallsizeandratherdull colouration.
Maldivianmalesdiffer from thosein theWesternPacificin havingorange,ratherthangreen,on theposterior
part of the back.
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Pseudodax molucannus(Valenciennes,1839)

EnglishName: Chistletoothwrasse Family: LABRIDAE
LocalName: Dhaiy thoonu hikaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.25 cm Specimen:MRS/0383/92

Distinctive Characters:Dorsalfin with 11 spinesand12 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 14 rays. Pectoral
fin with 15 rays. Body depth2.4-2.9 in standardlength.A pair of spatulateincisiform teethat the front of
each jaw.

Colour: Dark reddishbrown.Juvenileswith one dorsalandone ventralblue stripe. Adultswith neonblue
marginsto dorsal,caudalandanalfins. Palestreakacrossupperlip.

HabitatandBiology: Commonon rock andcoral reefsto adepthof 60 m.Feedson encrusting organisms.
Juvenileshave beenobserved cleaningotherfishes.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks:Pseudodax molucannusis theonly speciesof the genus..It caneasilybe distinguishedfrom other
wrassesby its largespatulateincisiform teeth.
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Stethojulisstrigiventer (Bennett, 1832)

English Name: Stripebelly wrasse Family: LABRIDAE
Local Name: Huifathu hikaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 15 cm Specimen: MRS/0263/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 9 spinesand 11 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand11 rays.Pectoralfin
with 15 (rarely 14) rays.Bodydepth3.5-3.9 in standard length. Scaleson chest.

Colour: Males greenishto yellowish browndorsally, whiteventrally. Fourlongitudinalblue lines, only one
of which extendsfull lengthof headand body.A broadred band frompectoralfin base togill opening,and
a small black spotat upper end ofgill opening. Femalesgreenish tobrownishgreydorsally,white ventrally.
Many fine longitudinal lines anda smallblue edged darkspotat caudalbase.

Habitat and Biology: Usuallyfound on algal flats, seagrassbedsor on sandyareasaround reefs.Feedson
benthic invertebrates.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: The terminal malesmore colourful andvery different from initial phase.S. renardi (Bleeker)is
a synonymbasedon the terminal male phase ofStethojulisstrigiventer.
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Thalassomaamblycephalum (Bennett, 1856)

English Name: Bluntheaded wrasse Family: LABRIDAE
Local Name: Baiypen hikaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 17 cm Specimen: MRS/U105/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 8 spinesand 13rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 11 rays. Pectoralfin
with 15 rays. Body depth3.8-4.2 in standardlength.No scalesdorsallyon opercle.Caudalfin truncateto
slightly emarginate,becominglunatein largemales.

Colour: Initial phasewith broadblack stripe througheyeto uppercaudal.Greenabove,creambelow.Caudal
marginsbroadly orange.Terminal males purplish.Headblue. Napeyellow. Two fine oblique gold lines on
cheek.

Habitat and Biology: Occurs in smallaggregationsovershallowreefsto depthsof 15 m.Feedson zooplankton
well abovethe substrate.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: T. me/anochir(Bleeker) is a synonymbasedon the terminal male form of Thalassoma
amblycephalum.Initial phasefish far morenumerousthan terminalmales.
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Thalassomahardwicke (Bennett, 1828)

English Name: Sixbar wrasse Family: LABRIDAE
Local Name: Kaashi hikaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 18 cm Specimen: MRS/0005/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsalfin with 8 spinesand 13 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 11 rays. Pectoralfin
with 16 rays. Body depth2.9-3.2 in standardlength. Caudalfin truncatein juveniles toemarginatein adults.

Colour: Green with six black barsdorsally,shadingto paleblue ventrally. Broadpink bandson headand a
pink lateralstripeposteriorlyon body.Femalessimilarbutthe barsnot asblackandlacking theventralblue
colourandpink stripe.

Habitat and Biology: A common shallowwater reef species todepthsof 25 m. Mainly a solitaryswimming
species.Omnivorousin habit,

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: T. schwanefeldii(Bleeker)is asynonymof Tha/assornahardwicke.T. handwickeis one ofthe
mostcommonwrasseson Maldivian reefs.It readily acceptsbreadfrom diversandsnorkellers.
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Thalassomajansenii (Bleeker, 1856)

EnglishName: Jansen’swrasse Family: LABRIDAE
Local Name: Dhon kaashihikaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 20 cm Specimen:MRS/0273/88

DistinctiveCharacters:Dorsal fin with 8 spinesand 13 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 11 rays.Pectoralfin
with 15-16 (usually 15) rays. Bodydepth3.3-3.9 in standardlength. Caudalfin truncatein juveniles to
slightly emarginatein initial phaseandvery lunatein largeterminalmales.

Colour: Groundcolour cream,varying from yellow above towhite below. Six broad rhomboidal blackish
bandsdorsally.

HabitatandBiology: Commonon reefflats at depthsof a metre orless.

Distribution: Maldives to Indonesia.

Remarks:Thalassornajansenii is notparticularlycommonin the Maldives.Unlike many otherwrassesof
the genusit maintainsthe same basiccolour pattern throughoutits life. However, it has a different colour
form in the Western Pacific.
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Thalassoma lunare (Linnaeus,1758)

EnglishName: Moon wrasse Family: LABRIDAE
Local Name: Nigoo dhigu hikaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.27 cm Specimen: MRS/0272/88

DistinctiveCharacters:Dorsalfin with 8 spinesand 13 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 11 rays.Pectoralfin
with 15 rays. Body depth 3.1-3.7 in standardlength. Caudalfin varying from truncatein juveniles to lunate
with filamentouslobesin largemales.

Colour: Femalesdarkgreen,with fine red stripeson sidesandred bandson chestandhead.Yellow crescent
on caudalfin. Males similar butbackgroundcolour moreblue thangreen.

HabitatandBiology: Commonon coralandrocky reefsto depthsof 20m. Feedson benthic invertebrates,
smallfishesandfish eggs.

Distribution: lndo-Pacific.

Remarks:Thalassomalunare is a very common andwide-rangingspecieson Maldivian reefs. It is very
boldand will readilyapproachdiversand snorkellersif food is beinghandedout.
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Wetmorellanigropinnata (Seale,1901)

EnglishName: Sharpnosecavewrasse Family: LABRIDAE
Local Name: Hohalha hikaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.8cm Specimen:MRS/0271/88

Distinctive Characters:Dorsalfin with 9 spinesand 10 rays.Anal fin with 3 spinesand8 rays. Pectoralfin
with 12 rays. Body depth2.6-3.2 in standardlength. Lateralline interrupted.

Colour: Ground colour brown. A dark edgedyellow bar on headandbehind andadjacentto eye anda
secondoneat front ofcaudalpeduncle.Juveniles, inaddition,with 2 broad palebarson body.Black spotson
fins andventrallyon abdomen.

HabitatandBiology: Commonly found on cavesand crevices todepthsof 40 m.

Distribution: lndo-Pacific.

Remarks:Wetmorellanignopinnatais rarelyseenby divers due to its cryptic habits.W.philippina Fowler
and Bean, W. oce/lataSchultz andMarshall, and W. tricellata Schultzand Marshall are synonyms of
Wetmorellanigropinnata.
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Xyrichthyspavo Valeneiennes. � ���

EnglishName: Peacockwrasse Family: LABRIDAE
Local Name: Saamaraa hikaa Order: Perciforrnes
Size: Max.35 cm Specimen:MRS/0436/94

Distinctive Characters:First dorsalfin with 2 spines.Secondwith 7 spines and12 rays. Analfin with 3
spinesand 12 rays. Pectoralrays 12. Body depth2.4-2.7 (of juveniles 2.8-3.3) in standardlength. Dorsal
profile of headof adultsverysteep.First 2 dorsal spinesseparate,originating over posterior edge of eye,
flexible and prolonged(greatly elongatein juveniles).Caudalfin small and rounded.

Colour: Adultsgreydorsally,yellowish white ventrally with 3 indistinctdark barson body and 1 on caudal
fin base.A small blackspot rimmedwith light blue,just aboveeighth lateralline scale. Juvenileswith dark
barsmore evidentthan adultsandmayhave2 ocellatedblackspotson soft dorsal.

HabitatandBiology: Foundon sandysubstratumat depthsof 7-40 m. Feedsmostly on hardshelledprey
including molluscsand crustaceans.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks:Xyrichthyspavolives on opensandyareasanddivesinto sand withapproachof danger.Juveniles
extendelongatefirst dorsalfin forward over headandmimic a drifting leaf.
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Parapercishexophthalma (Ehrenberg,1829)

English Name: Spot-tail sandperch Family: PINGUIPEDIDAE
Local Name: Lah nigooalathandu Order: Perciformes
Size: Commonto 18 cm; max. 26cm Specimen: MRS/0158/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsalfin with 5 spinesand 21-22rays. Analfin with 1 spineand 17 rays.Pectoral
fin with 17-18 rays. 8 caninesat front of lowerjaw. Membranefrom last dorsalspinejoins first dorsal ray
opposite tip ofspine. Snoutnarrow,the lower jaw length greaterthan its width.

Colour: Light greenish-browndorsally,speckled withbrown; white ventrally.A horizontal row of small
yellow-edgedblackspotson lowerside.A largeblackspot incaudalfin with awhiteareabehindit. Females
with smallblack spotson head,maleswith diagonaldark brown lineson cheek.

Habitat and Biology: Usually found on coralreefsand sandyareasnearreefsandrocky outcrops,from the
shorelineto moderatedepthsoverthe continentalshelf.Carnivorous.

Distribution: Indo-West Pacific.

Remarks: Parapercishexophthalrnais a fairly common inhabitanton Maldivian reefflats. It is usually
seenproppedup on itspelvic fins. P. polyphtha!mais a synonymbasedon the femaleform.
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Parapercis millepunctata(Gunther, 1806)

English Name: Brown-spotted sandperch Family: PINGUIPEDIDAE
Local Name: Mushi thiki alathandu Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.20 cm Specimen: MRS/0279/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 4 spinesand21 rays. Analfin with I spineand 17 rays.Pectoralfin
with 17 rays.4 caninesat front of lower jaw.Palatineteethabsent.Second and thirddorsalspine longest.

Colour: Body whitish with 4 close-setlongitudinal series of brownspots,thoseof lower row largestand
vertically elongate,coveringall of lower side.A white spot midposteriorly incaudalfin. Males withthin
diagonalpale lineson cheek.

Habitat and Biology: Usually found on patches ofrubbleor pavementbetweencorals. Feedson benthic
crustaceansand occasionallyon fish.

Distribution: Maldives to Central Pacific.

Remarks: Parapercis millepunctatais themostcommonspeciesof the genusat manylocalities. It is usually
identified as P. cephalopunctata(Seale),butP. millepunctarais the valid earliername.
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Parapercis schauinslandi(Steindachner,1900)

English Name: Red-spotted sandperch Family: PINGUIPEDIDAE
Local Name: Raiy thiki alathandu Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 14cm Specimen: MRS/0276/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 5 spines and 21 rays. Analfin with I spineand 17 rays. Pectoral
fin with 16 rays. 6 caninesat front of lower jaw. Palatineteeth absent. Middle dorsal spine longest.
Caudalfin emarginate.

Colour: White with 2 longitudinal seriesofsquarishred spotson body, 1 along back(thesespots often faint,
but may containa few dark red spots)and the othermid-lateral.2 red linesat baseof pectoralfin. Spinous
portion of dorsalfin red with a largeblack spot in centre.Caudalfin pale with2 redspots.

Habitat and Biology: Usually found on rubble nearreefsat depthsgreaterthan 20 m. Carnivorous, feeding
on crustaceansand small fish.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Parapercisschauinslandiisa moderatelydeepdwelling species.Thecolour patternofthis species
slightly varieswith major localities.
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Parapercissignata Randall, 1984

English Name: Blackflag sandperch Family: PINGUIPEDIDAE
Local Name: Kalhu kothari alathandu Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 13 cm Specimen: MRS/0278/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 5 spines and 21 rays. Analfin with 1 spineand 14-22rays.Pelvic
fins well separated.

Colour: Spinousportion black with a deep redmargin.A series of8 shortdusky barson back, six of which
are linked to blackspotsbasally in soft dorsalfin. A seriesof 9 broadorangebarson lower side.

Habitat and Biology: Commonon lower reefslopesandsandyareasat depthsof 30-35 m. Feedson small
shrimpsandfishes.

Distribution: Maldives.

Remarks: Parapercissignata,is not commonly seenby divers due toits rather deepdwelling habit. Many
speciesof Parapercisshowsat least some colourdifferencewith sex. The sandpercheswere previously
recorded underthe family Parapercidaeor more oftenMugiloididae (in old literature).
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Ecsenius bicolor (Day, 1888)

English Name: Bicolor blenny Family: BLENNIIDAE
Local Name: Dheburi dhekula venfunna Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 11 cm Specimen: MRS/0249/89

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 12 spinesand16-18 rays. Anal fin with 2 spinesand 18-20 rays.
Caudalfin segmentedwith 14 rays.A cirrus from bothanteriorand posterior rim ofnostril.

Colour: Variable. The common pattern is bluish black on headandanteriorhalfof body, yellow behind.

Habitat and Biology: Commonly found restingon coralsand rocks in crevicesat depthsto 21 m.

Distribution: Central-Pacific to Maldives.

Remarks: The multiple colour phases(3 phases) ofEcseniusbicolor, makesit a favourite with aquarists.
The blenniesare a largefamily (over 300 species)of small, agile, bottom-dwellingfishes.The majority of
tropical blenniesare herbivores. Those for whichthe reproductive habitsare known lay demersaleggs
which are guardedby male parent.
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Ecseniusminutus Klausewitz, 1963

English Name: Maldives blenny Family: BLENNIIDAE
Local Name: Dhivehi venfunna Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 5 cm Specimen:MRS/0248/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 12-13 spinesand 13-14rays. Anal fin with 2 spinesand 15-16rays.
Pectoralrays12-14. Segmentedcaudalrays13. Snoutover-hangingmouth.

Colour: Light brown with diffuse white spotsposteriorlyand darkblotchesanteriorly. Cheekwith yellow
dots. Dark brown curving line on opercle.Eye with white ring and radiatingspokes.

Habitat and Biology: A common reef species.Feedon filamentous algae,and the tiny animals
associatedwith it.

Distribution: Maldives.

Remarks: Ecseniusminutusis one of the very few fishes knownonly from the Maldives.As the scientific
namesuggeststhis is a small species,which is believed to reachlessthan about 5 cm in total length.
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Entomacrodus striatus(Quoy andGaimard,1836)

English Name: Pearly rockskipper Family: BLENNIIDAE
Local Name: Haluvi venfunna Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.9 cm Specimen:MRS/0250/88

DistinctiveCharacters:Dorsal fin deeplyincisedwith 12-14 spinesand 14-16rays. Analfin with 2 spines
and15-18 rays. Margin of upper lip usually fullycrenulate.Napewith one cirruson eachside (occasionally
absent).Supraorbitalcirrus with many branches.

Colour: Whitish with numeroussmall irregular blackspotson body which may group toform about 4
indistinct largeblotcheson upperside.An irregularblack line behind theeye.

Habitat and Biology: Found mostly in the shallow inter-tidal zones ofboth protected lagoons and
wave-sweptouter reefs.It feedson algae.

Distribution: Indo Pacific.

Remarks: Entomacrodusstriatus is the mostcommonand wide spread speciesof thegenus.It is anactive
species,as the namerockskippersuggests.The blenniestend to take refuge insmall holesin the reef into
which they back tailfirst with the approachof danger.
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Istiblennius lineatus (Valenciennes,1836)

EnglishName: Lined rockskipper Family: BLENNIIDAE
Local Name: Rongudhemivenfunna Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 14 cm Specimen:MRS/0252/88

Distinctive Characters:Dorsal fin with 13 spines,and2 1-25 rays. Analfin with 2 spines,and 22-24rays.
Pectoralrays 14. Pelvic fin with I spine and 3 rays. Margin of upper lipcrenulate,of lower lip smooth.
Males with a creston head.Cirrus over eyeshort andtriangle,at right angleto surfaceof eye, fingedon
edges.No cirri on nape.

Colour: Palegrey with dark brown longitudinallines, someinterconnecting,breaking intoshort lines and
spotson caudalpeduncle.Someverticalto slightly diagonaldark lineson cheekand behindthe eye. 6 pairs
of smalldark brown spots alongbase of dorsalfin; dorsalfin with diagonal whitishlines.

HabitatandBiology: Occurs alongrocky shores,often in tide poo1s.

Distribution: Maldivesto Polynesia.

Remarks: Istibienniuslineatus is only of severalrelatively small blenny speciesthat inhabit shallow reef
flats in the Maldives.Someblenniesare adaptedto the surf-sweptintertidal zones.Theseblenniesare able
to leap from one pool to another.
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Meiacanthussmithi (Klausewitz, 1962)

EnglishName: Smith’s sabretoothblenny Family: BLENNIIDAE
Local Name: Dhaiythoonufunna Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.8cm Specimen:MRS/0258/88

Distinctive Characters:Dorsal fin with 3-5 spinesand 24-26 soft rays. Analfin with 2 spinesand 15-17
soft rays. Pectoralfin with 13-15 rays. Lateral line present.Middle rays ofcaudalfin longest.

Colour: Palegreeny cream. Blackbarfrom eye to origin of dorsalfin, which itself hasa thick black stripe
along its length.

HabitatandBiology: Thought tofeed on small worms and crustaceans.

Distribution: Maldives to Indonesia.

Remarks: Meiacanthussinithi was first discoveredby scientistsduring Dr. Hans Hass’’Xarifa’ expedition
to the Maldives. Blenniesof the genusMeiacanthusare unique among fishesin having poisonglands
associatedwith a greatlyenlargedand grooved pair of lowercanineteeth.
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Plagiotremusrhinorhynchos (Bleeker, 1852)

English Name: Bluestriped fangblenny Family: BLENNIIDAE
Local Name: Fansoorumas Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 11 cm Specimen:MRS/0030/86

DistinctiveCharacters:Dorsal fin with 10-12spinesand 32-36rays. Analfin with 2 spinesand29-33 rays.
Pectoralrays11-13.Segmentedcaudalrays 11. Body depth6.6-8.0in standardlength. Snoutconical.Mouth
ventral. Lowerjaw with a pair oflong curvedcanines.Dorsal fin originates above hindmarginof preopercle.
Pelvic fin small,usually longerthan eye diameter.Caudalfin emarginate.

Colour: Variable.Dark brown, yellowish brown,or yellow with two narrow bright blue stripes.Juveniles
havea single upperblue stripe.Median fins yellowishin bothforms.

HabitatandBiology: Inhabitsreef edge andslope. Feedsby rapid attackson other fishes,renlovingdermal
tissue, mucus,and sometimesscales.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific except Hawaii.

Remarks: Plagiotremus rhinorhynchos,in theblueblack-stripe phasemimicsthecleanerwrasse,Labroides
dimidiarus. In theyellow phaseit approximatesthecolourof common, harmlessscalefinanthias,Pseudanthias
squamipinnis.In this disguiseit get closer enough to attack otherfishes.Previously recorded underthe
genusRunula.
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Xiphasia matsubaraiOkadaand Suzuki,1952

English Name: Japanesesnakeblenny Family: BLENNIIDAE
Local Name: Harufa funna Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.30 cm Specimen:MRS/P0334/88

Distinctive Characters:Extremelylongandthin. Dorsal fin with 11 spinesand 99-104rays. Analfin with
2 spinesand 97-104rays. Pectoralfin with 10-1 I rays. Pelvic fin with 1 spineand 3 rays.

Colour: Brown. Frontpart of anal fin white distally.

Habitat and Biology: Lives in tubeson sandybottoms.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Xiphasia matsuharaiis a very unusual blenny,superficially morelike an eel than a blenny.The
specimenon which this recordis basedwas caughtby handnet in Male harbourin July 1988.
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Amblyeleotrisaurora Polunin andLubbock, 1977

English Name: Dawn goby Family: GOBIIDAE
Local Name: Dingaa funna Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 11cm Specimen: MRS/0353/91

Distinctive Characters: First dorsal fin with 6 spines.Seconddorsalfin with 1 spineand13 rays. Analfin
with I spineand14rays. Pectoralfin with 18-19rays. Breastandpectoral finbasescaled.Pelvic fin connected
at baseonly. Middle of napenaked,sidesscaledforward to aboveend of operculum.

Colour: White with five light red barsand a bright reddiagonalbandon cheek. Caudalfin yellow with
3-9 large redspots.

Habitat and Biology: Inhabits mixed sandand rubblebottomsat depthsbetween5-15 in. Sharesa burrow
with a snapping shrimp.

Distribution: Known only from islandsof WesternIndian Ocean, including Seychellesand Maldives.

Remarks: Amblyeleotrisaurora, doesnot digaholefor itselfif thereis asnappingshrimp alreadyoccupying
onenearby,but insteadseekscontactwith the shrimp. Thegoby makessure thatits restingposition is so
arrangedthat its tail alwaysremainin contactwith its partner.
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Amblygobius semicinctus(Bennett, 1883)

English Name: Half barredgoby Family: GOBIIDAE
Local Name: Baigalhi funna Order: Perciformes
Size: Commonto 9 cm; max. 15 cm Specimen: MRS/0288/88

Distinctive Characters:First dorsalfin with 6 spines,seconddorsalfin with I spineand 13-15rays. Anal
fin with I spineand 12-16rays. Pectoralfin with 18-22rays.Gill arch with finger like projections.10-15
short verticalpapillaerows undereye.Operculumwith severalscalesdorsally.

Colour: Brown with paleblue-greenspotsanddull red spotson dorsal fins andtop of head. A dark spot
abovegill openingandoneat uppercaudalbase.Femaleswith pale barson abdomen.Malesoften with pale
spotson anal fin.

HabitatandBiology: Commonly found in sheltered, shallow lagoons.Excavatesits own burrow. Usually
in pairs.Feedson filamentousalgae, smallcrustaceansandothertiny animals.

Distribution: West Indian Ocean.

Remarks: Amblygobiussemicinctusis verycommonin the shelteredlagoonsof Maldivian islandsandring
reefs.The family Gobiidae isthe largest familyof marinefishesin the world, with about220 generaand
1600 species,of which about 160 generaand 1200 species inhabitthe Indo-Pacific region.
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Gnatholepisanjerensis (Bleeker, 1850)

EnglishName: Weepingsand goby Family: GOBIIDAE
Local Name: Veli funna Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.8 cm Specimen: MRS/0292/88

Distinctive Characters:First dorsalfin with 6 spines.Seconddorsalfin with I spineand 11 rays. Analfin
with I spineand 11 rays.Pectoralfin with 15-17rays.Mouthhorizontal andinterior.Lowerjaw notprojecting.
Snout blunt.Cheekwith large scales.

Colour: A prominentblackbar extendingdown from eyes.

Habitat and Biology: Commonfrom shallow waterdownto 25 m. Usuallyseensittingon sandybottomsat
the base of coralheads.

Distribution: lndo-WestPacific (uncertain).

Remarks: Gnathoepisanjerenisis is very commonin the Maldives, buteasilyoverlookedbecauseof its
small sizeandcryptic colouration.The genusGnatholepsisis in need ofrevision,so thereis considerable
confusionover thecorrectnameof this species.andits true distribution.
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Gobiodon citrinus (RUppell, 1830)

EnglishName: Fourbarcoralgoby Family: GOBIIDAE
Local Name: Murakafunna Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 6 cm Specimen: MRS/0046/86

Distinctive Characters: First dorsal fin with 5-6 spines.Seconddorsalfin with I spineand 10-I 1 rays.
Anal fin with 1 spine and 8-9 rays. Pectoralfin with 17-19 rays. No scales.

Colour: Bright yellow with a pair of verticalblue linesbelow eyes.Two additional blue lines, one from
foreheadto edgegill cover and theotheracrossbaseof pectoral fin. Small black spot justabove
pectoralfin base.

Habitat and Biology: Usuallyseenin small groupsperchedin the branchesof live coralto depthsof 25 m.
Producesa toxic mucus.

Distribution: Indo-WestPacific.

Remarks:Gohiodoncitrinus is one of the mostcommonly exported aquariumfish in theMaldives. It can
easilybe recognisedfrom othergobiesby its colourpattern.
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Istigobius decoratus (Herre, 1927)

EnglishName: Decorated goby Family: GOBIIDAE
Local Name: Nala funna Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 13 cm Specimen: MRS/0289/88

Distinctive Characters: First dorsal fin with 6 spines.Seconddorsalfin with 1 spineand 10-I I rays. Anal
fin with I spine and 9-10rays. Pectoral fin with 17-19 rays. Unbranched caudal rays usually 14. Cheek
scaleless.Headlength 24-30% of standardlength.

Colour: Light brown with rows of white and black spots, themostevidentmidlateralrow of double black
spots.A semi-circulardark mark abovecorner ofmouth.

Habitat and Biology: Commonon coralline sand nearclean coral reefs,at depths to 18 m. Usually
seensolitary.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Thecolourationof Istigobiusdecoratusishighly variablewith localities.Some speciesextremely
palewhile othersvery dusky.It is sometimesconfusedwith I. ornatus.
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Nemateleotrisdecora Randall andAllen, 1973

English Name: Elegant dartfish Family: MICRODESMIDAE
Local Name: Fan dhidha funna Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 6cm Specimen: MRS/0361/91

Distinctive Characters:First dorsalfin with 6 spines.Seconddorsalfin with I spineand 27-32 rays. Anal
fin with I spineand28-31 rays. Pectoralfin with 20-21 rays. Bodydepth4.8-5.7in standardlength.Front of
first dorsalfin elongated.Caudalfin emarginate

Colour: Body whitish, shadingto deep purpleposteriorly.Headwhitish exceptlips, snout, and a broad
mediandorsalbandwhich are violet. Prolongedanteriorpart of first dorsalfin orange-red.the leadingedge
magenta. Medianfins colouredlike body basally,thenmainly orange-redwith magentabands.

Habitat and Biology: Found on the reef slope,hovering aboveburrows,usuallyat depths between
25-70 m. Doesnot stray far from its burrow in to which it quickly darts when frightened.May be seen
solitary or in pairs.Feedson zooplankton,especiallycopepodsandcrustaceanlarvae.

Distribution: Maldivesto WesternPacific.

Remarks:Nemateleotrisdecorais oneof the most remarkably coloureddartfishes in the Maldives.The
superbcolourationof this fish makesit a popularaquariumfish.
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Nemateleotrismagnifica Fowler, 1938

English Name: Fire dartfish Family: MICRODESMIDAE
Local Name: Dhidha funna Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 8 cm Specimen:MRS/0293/88

Distinctive Characters: First dorsal fin with 6 spines.Seconddorsal fin with 1 spineand28-32 rays.
Anal fin with I spine and 27-30rays. Pectoralfin with 19-20 rays. Body depth 4.4-4.9 in standard
length. Front of first dorsal fin extremelyelongated.Caudal fin rounded.

Colour: Body whitish, shadingto bright red posteriorly.A magentastreakon top of head. Spinous
dorsal whitish, the basalhalf of leading edgered. Dorsal and anal fins primarily red, suffused with
blackishposteriorlyand distally. Caudalfin blackishred with two convergingnarrow darkolive bands.

Habitat and Biology: Found on the reef slope,hovering above burrows in sandy patches,at depths
between6 to 60 m.Doesnot stray far from its burrow in to which it quickly darts whenfrightened.Usually
seenin pairs. Feedson zooplankton,especiallycopepodsandcrustaceanlarvae.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks:NemareleotrismagnifIca is found in shallowerwaters than N. decora. N. magnifica canbe
distinguishedfrom N. decoraby thecolourpatternsandthelength of theelongatedfirst dorsalspinewhich
is muchlonger in N. magnijlca. A popularaquariumfish.
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Siganus lineatus (Valenciennes,1825)

EnglishName: Goldlined rabbitfish Family: SIGANIDAE
Local Name: Thammas Order: Perciformes
Size: Commonto 25 cm: max. 43 cm Specimen:MRS/0037/86

DistinctiveCharacters:Dorsalfin with 13 spinesand10rays. Analfin with 7 spinesand 9 rays. Pectoralfin
with 17 rays. Body depth1.8-2.2 in standardlength. Body deepandcompressed. Dorsal profileof head
slightly convex.Scalesminute.Caudalfin slightly forked.

Colour: Bluish above, silvery below.Horizontalgolden lineson sides.The linesare brokeninto spotson the
dorsalandanalsidesof the fish andalso at the caudalpeduncle.A largegoldenspotbelow the soft dorsal.

HabitatandBiology: Occursinschoolsincoastalareas.Particularlycommonin shallowwatersof coralline
areas.Adults andsub-adultsonreefflat, youngabove mangroves. Feedsby scrapingalgaefrom coralsurfaces
and browsingon seaweedsandseagrasses.

Distribution: Maldives to Western Pacific.

Remarks:Siganus /ineatusappears to beparticularly commonin the south of Maldives. It is not seen
in the vicinity of Male’. It is very closelyrelated to S. guttatus (Bloch) which differs by being entirely
yellow spotted.
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Zanclus cornutus (Linnaeus,1758)

English Name: Moorish idol Family: ZANCLIDAE
Local Name: Dhidhamas Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 22 cm Specimen:MRS/0063/86

Distinctive Characters:Dorsal fin with 7 spinesand 40-43 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 33-35 rays.
Pectoralfin with 19 rays. Body depth1.0-1.4 in standardlength. Body compressed.Third dorsal spine
extremely longand filamentous.Snoutslenderandprojecting.

Colour: White anteriorly, yellow posteriorly.Two broadblack bars,one from nape tothorax and abdomen
(enclosingeye)and theothercurvingacross posteriorbody andentering dorsal andanal fins.A black-edged
orange saddleon snout.Caudalfin largelyblack.

Habitat and Biology: Occurson coral reefsovera large depth range,from theshallowsto at least 180 m.
Omnivorous,but feedsmoreon benthic animalmaterial,suchas spongesmorethanalgae.

Distribution: Indo-Pacificand EasternPacific.

Remarks: Zancluscornutusis theonly speciesin the family. It is often favouredby aquarists.Z. canescens
(Linnaeus)is a synonymbasedon thepostlarvalstage(to 8 cm).
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Acanthurus leucosternon Bennett.1832

English Name: Blue surgeonfish Family: ACANTHURIDAE
Local Name: Noo kaalhu Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 23 cm Specimen: MRS/0058/86

Distinctive Characters:Dorsal fin with 9 spinesand 30 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 28 rays. Pectoral
fin with 2 spinesand 14rays. Pelvicfin with I spineand5 rays.Stronglycompressedoval shapedbody. First
dorsalfin and analspinevery short.Mouth small. Caudalfin emarginate.

Colour: Body blue with a black head anda white chin. Dorsalfin yellow with a black sub-marginal
line. Caudal fin with twodark crossbands. Upperand lower edgesof caudal fin white.Pectoral
translucentyellow.

Habitat and Biology: A shallow-waterouter reefspeciesfound to a depthof 10 m. Occasionallyfound
in large feedingaggregations.Theseschoolsoverwhelm territorial damselfishes guarding their private
pastures ofalgae.

Distribution: Indian Ocean.

Remarks: Acanthurusleucosternonis atypical surgeonfish for theIndian Ocean.It is a verypopularspecies
amongtheaquarists,mainly due to its pleasingcolour patterns.
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Acanthurus lineatus (Linnaeus,1758)

EnglishName: Lined surgeonfish Family: ACANTHURIDAE
Local Name: Fashuvi libaas Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 38 cm Specimen:MRS/0410/92

Distinctive Characters:Dorsal fin with 9 spinesand 27-29 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand25-28 rays.
Pectoralrays 16. Adult body depth about2.2 in standardlength. Caudal pedunclespine very long.
Caudalfin lunate.

Colour: Distinctly andbeautifullycoloured,with alternateblackedgedyellow andblue stripes.

Habitat and Biology: An inshore speciesof coralreefsor rocky substratesexposedto waveaction. Feeds
on benthicalgae.Territorial and veryaggressive.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Acanthurus lineatusis a very common inhabitant of shallow reef flats. This
beautifully marked surgeonfishis very popularamong aquaristsand divers. The caudal spine is
apparentlyvenomous.
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Acanthurus tennenti Gunther,1861

English Name: Lieutenant surgeonfish Family: ACANTHURIDAE
Local Name: Dhefahkaalhu Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 31 cm Specimen:MRS/0382/92

Distinctive Characters:Dorsal fin with 9 spines and 23-24 rays. Anal fin with 3 spinesand
22-23 rays. Pectoral rays16. Body depth1.9-2.2 in standardlength. Body becoming moreelongate
with increasingsize.

Colour: Brown. Black marks behindeye: horseshoe-shapedin juveniles butbecomingtwo separatestripes
in adults.Caudalfin with white margin. Black areaaroundcaudalspineedgedwith paleblue.

Habitat and Biology: Found on coral reefs at depthsup to 20 m. Forms small schools.Grazeson
benthic algae.

Distribution: WesternIndian Ocean.

Remarks: Acanthurustennentiis a fairly commonshallow watersurgeonfish.The colour ofthe sidescan
be changedfrom very pale brown (whenthe black‘ear-stripes’standout veryclearly) to a very darkbrown
(whenthey are almostinvisible).
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Acanthurus thompsoni (Fowler, 1923)

EnglishName: Thompson’ssurgeonfish Family: ACANTHURIDAE
Local Name: Nigoo hudhu kaalhu Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.27 cm Specimen:MRS/0340/89

Distinctive Characters:Dorsal fin with 9 spinesand 23-26 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand23-26 rays.
Pectoral rays17. Body depth about2.3, snout 7.9-8.2 in standard length. Bodymoderatelyelongate.
Mouth small. Caudalfin lunate.

Colour: Uniform chocolatebrown; caudalfin white. A dark spot presentat rear base ofdorsal fin and
another belowaxial of pectoralfin.

HabitatandBiology: Generallyfoundonouter reef areasat depthsup to70 in. Occursin looseaggregations.
Feedson zooplanktonwell abovethe substratum.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Acanthurusrhompsonioccurs in schoolsand is very common on current-sweptreefs.
A. phillippinus Herre is a synonym.
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English Name: Convict surgeonfish Family: ACANTHURIDAE
Local Name: Raabulhaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.27 cm Specimen:MRS/0025/86

Distinctive Characters:Dorsal fin with 9 spinesand 23 rays. Anal fin with 3 spinesand20 rays. Pectoral
fin with 2 spinesand 13 rays. A compressedbody with a small mouth. First dorsalspine short, aboutone
third of seconddorsal spine.First analspine short.Pectoralfin shorterthan head.A lancet-like spine on
caudalpedunclewhich folds into a deephorizontalgroove.

Colour: Greenishgrey dorsally,shadingto whitebelow, with six narrow black barson headandbody.

Habitat and Biology: An abundantinshorereef specieswhich feedson filamentousalgae.Often seenin
large feedingschools;young commonin tidepools.

Distribution: Indo-Pacificand EasternPacific.

Remarks:Acanthurustriostegus is a very common species inthe Maldives. This speciesis of little
interest amongaquarists.

Acanthurus triostegus (Li nnaeus.� 758)
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Acanthurus xanthopterus Valenciennes,1835

English Name:Yellowfin surgeonfish,Ringtail surgeonfish Family: ACANTHURIDAE
Local Name: Vilu kaalhu Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 65 cm Specimen:MRS/P0342/89

DistinctiveCharacters:Dorsal fin with 9 spinesand 25-27 rays. Anal fin with 3 spinesand 23-25 rays.
Pectoralrays 16 or 17. Body depth2.0-2.3 in standardlength. Caudalspine4.5-5.5 in headlength. Caudal
fin lunate.Gill rakers 16-22.

Colour: Palegrey; dull yellow aroundeye; dorsalandanal finsdull yellow with four longitudinal broad
blue bands;outer third of pectoral finyellow; base ofcaudalfin often dull white.

Habitat and Biology: Usually observedin deeperlagoons dominatedby sand,generallyat depthsgreater
than 10 m. Feedson benthicalgae.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific andTropicalEasternPacific.

Remarks: Acanthurusxanthopterusis perhapsthe largestof the surgeonfishes.Occurs in schoolsandis
verycommonin deeplagoons(’vilu’). This species has been previously called as A. matoides.
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Ctenochaetusbinotatus Randall. 1955

English Name: Two-spot surgeonfish Family: ACANTHURIDAE
Local Name: Lah jehi kaalhu Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 22 cm Specimen: MRS/0225/89

DistinctiveCharacters:Dorsal fin with 8 spinesand 24-27rays. Anal fin with 3 spines and22-25 rays.
Pectoralrays15-16.Body depth1.9-2.2 in standardlength.Teethmovable.Caudalfin lunate.

Colour: Orangishbrown with longitudinal lineson body andblue dotson headand chest;two black spots
at the baseof soft dorsaland analfin.

Habitat and Biology: Found in avariety of reef habitats.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks:Thereare threerathersimilardull brown speciesof Ctenochaetusfound in the Maldives,but
C. hinotatusis easily distinguishedfrom others by its two dark spots. Differs from Acanthurusspp. by
having movableteethand lessspineson the dorsalfin.
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Ctenochaetus striatus(Quoy andGaimard,1825)

English Name: Striatedsurgeonfish Family: ACANTHURIDAE
Local Name: Rongu dhemi kaalhu Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 26 cm Specimen: MRS/034l/89

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 8 spinesand 27-31 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand24-28 rays.
Pectoralrays 16-17. Body depth1.9-2.3 in standardlength.Teeth movable.Caudalfin lunate.

Colour: Dark brown with blue longitudinal lines on body andorangedotson head.Dark blue bandson
dorsaland anal fins.

Habitat and Biology: Ubiquitous, in various habitats,from protected lagoonsto oceanreefs. Occursingly
or in small to very largeaggregationsat depthsup to 30 m. Detritus feeder withcomb-liketeeth.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks:Ctenochaetusstriatusis one of the commonestreeffishes,but becauseofits dull colourationcan
easily be overlooked.It is rather similar toC. strigosus(next page)but canbe distinguishedon the basisof
colouration.caudalfin shapeand fin counts.
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Ctenochaetusstrigosus (Bennett. 1828)

EnglishName: Spottedsurgeonfish Family: ACANTHURIDAE
Local Name: Thijjehi kaalhu Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 18.5 cm Specimen:MRS/0097/87

Distinctive Characters:Dorsal fin with 8 spines and 25-27 rays.. Anal fin with 3 spines and
22-25 rays. Pectoralrays 15-16. Body depth 1.7-2.0 in standardlength. Teethmovable.Caudal fin
slightly emarginate.

Colour: Dark brown with paleblue dotson headandbody, the dotssometimesjoin to form irregularlines;
eyerimmed with yellow. Juvenilesbright yellow.

HabitatandBiology: Occurson coralreefs to depthsof 50 m. Found in largeaggregations.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks:Ctenochaetus strigosusis very similar to C.striatus (previous page), butthe two are easily
distinguishedin the field on the basis of tail shape.Colour and caudalfin shape varieswith locality.
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Naso brevirostris (Valenciennes,1835)

English Name: Spottedunicornfish Family: ACANTHURIDAE
Local Name: Thunbi Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.55 cm Specimen:MRS/0381/92

Distinctive Characters:Dorsal fin with 6 spines and27-29 rays. Anal fin with 2 spinesand27-29 rays.
Pectoralrays 16-17.Body depthvarying from 2.0 in standardlength of subadults to2.7 in adults. Adults
with long bony projectionin front of theeyes extendingwell in front of themouth. Profileof snoutbetween
baseof horn and mouth almostvertical. Caudal fin truncateto slightly rounded.

Colour: Dark brown with palebluedotson headand body, thedotssometimesjoin to form irregularlines.
Eye rimmedwith yellow. Juvenilesbrightyellow.

Habitat and Biology: Commonon coralreefs up to depthsof 40 m. Feedson benthicalgae whenyoung,
shifting principally to zooplanktonwhen adult.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Nasobrevirostris is a commonand distinctivemember ofthe Maldivian reeffish fauna.Its
scientific name (“shortrostrum”) is basedon a small specimenwith a short horn.
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Nasohexacanthus (Bleeker, 1855)

English Name: Sleekunicomfish Family: ACANTHURIDAE
Local Name: Dhalhu neiy thunbi Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 75 cm Specimen: MRS/0365/9l

Distinctive Characters:Dorsalfin with 6 spinesand 26-29 rays. Analfin with 2 spinesand27-30 rays.
Pectoralrays 17-18.Body depthvarying from 2.0 in standardlengthof subadults to2.75 in adults. Dorsal
profile of headslopingand smoothly convex.Caudalfin emarginatein young, truncatein adults.

Colour: Dark brown to pale bluish grey dorsally,yellow brown ventrally. Edges ofopercleand
preopercleoften dark.

Habitat and Biology: Common on deeperwaters up to depthsof 150 m; often in largeaggregations.Feeds
on largercomponentsof the zooplanktonsuchas crablarvae,arrow-worms and pelagictunicates.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Males of Nasohexacanthusshow a large paleblue areaon upper headand dorsoanteriorbody
andsomepale bluevertical lines andspotsanteriorlyon sidesof body during courtship.
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Nasolituratus (Schneider,1801)

EnglishName: Orangespineunicornfish Family: ACANTHURIDAE
Local Name: Ran geri Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.45 cm Specimen:MRS/0096/87

Distinctive Characters:Dorsal fin with 6 spinesand 27-30 rays. Anal fin with 2 spinesand28-30 rays.
Pectoralrays 16-17. Body depth 2.0-2.4 instandardlength (subadultsdeeper-bodied).No bumps or
protuberanceson snoutor forehead.Two pairs of sharpkeelson slendercaudalpeduncle.

Colour: Brown with a curved yellow band on snout, bright orangecaudal spinesand a large
orange-yellowdorsalfin.

Habitat and Biology: Occurs in shallow water andis closely tied to coral reefs.Usually solitary.
Feedsprimarily on benthic algae.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Nasolituratus is oneof the mostbeautifulof Maldivian reeffishes,with its verysmartgrey and
orangecolouration. The presence ofa large orange-yellowdorsal fin and a blackband in caudal fin is
typical for Indian Oceanspecimens.Of greatinterestamongaquaristsand divers.
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Naso vlamingii (Valenciennes,1835)

EnglishName: Viaming’s unicomfish Family: ACANTHURIDAE
Local Name: Vaalanmas Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 60 cm Specimen: MRS/0409/92

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 6 spinesand 26-27 rays. Anal fin with 2 spinesand 26-29
rays. Pectoral rays17-19. Body depth varying from2.1 in standardlength of young to 2.6 in adults.
Both dorsal and anal fins elevated. In adults, bump on snout overhangingmouth, and filaments
extendingfrom caudal fin corners.

Colour: Dark purple brownwith vertical blue lines on sides, and blue dotsaboveand below. A broad
irregulardeepviolet bandextendingforward from the eye. Colourcanchangedramaticallywith mood.

Habitat and Biology: Found in avariety of reef habitats,but most oftenseenin outerreef areasin open
water neardrop-offs at depthsup to 50 m. Feedson midwaterzooplankton.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks:Nasovlamingii isa verycommoninhabitantof Maldivian reefs.Although it feedson zooplankton,
it readily takesbread fromdivers and snorkellers.Often plays in divers’ bubbles.
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Paracanthurushepatus (Linnaeus,1766)

English Name: Palettesurgeonfish,Wedge-tailsurgeon Family: ACANTHURIDAE
Local Name: Dhon noo kaalhu Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 31 cm Specimen: MRS/0093/87

Distinctive Characters:Dorsal fin with 9 spines and19-20rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand18-19 rays.
Pectoralrays 16. Pelvic fins with 1 spine and3 rays. Body depth of adultsabout2.3 in standardlength;
caudalspine about4.0 in headlength. Caudalfin of juvenilesslightly rounded;of adultstruncatewith lobe
tips slightly projecting.

Colour: Body bright blue. Tail yellow, and blackmarkingson sides.

Habitat and Biology: Typically found on the reefedge in clear outer reefs orchannelswhere there
is substantial current. Feedson zooplankton. Groups of small individualsare usuallyassociated with
heads of branchingcorals.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Paracanthurusheparusis oneof the mostbeautiful of all reeffishes. It is not common in the
Maldives.Beinga rare butbeautiful species,it is advisednot tocatch it.
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Zebrasomadesjardinii (Bennett. I 835)

EnglishName: Desjardin’ssailfin tang Family: ACANTHURIDAE
Local Name: Dhunfaiy mas Order: Perèiformes
Size: Max. 40 cm Specimen: MRS/0089/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 4 spinesand27-31 rays.Anal fin with 3 spinesand22-24 rays.
Pectoral rays15-17.Body depth 1.8-2.0 in standardlength. Dorsaland analfins strongly elevated.No
bristleson anterior to caudal spine.

Colour: A patternofdark bars,the two most prominenton head(obscureon dark fish),yellow vertical lines
on upperbody, breakinginto spotsbelow,and small whitish spotson headandchest.Juvenileswith yellow
andwhite barsexceptfor black onesposteriorlyandtwo on head.

Habitat and Biology: Occursin coralreefsandrockybottoms, generallyin depthsof less than20 m. Often
seenin pairs roamingon reefs andlagoons.Feedson benthicalgae.

Distribution: Indian Ocean.

Remarks: Zehrasoma desjardinii is unique to Indian Ocean.This speciesis very closely relatedto
Z. veliferumof thePacific. Some authors consider bothasthe samespecies.Of interestto aquarists.
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Zebrasomascopas (Cuvier, 1829)

English Name: Brown tang, Brushtail tang Family: ACANTHURIDAE
Local Name: Kaihu dhunfaiy mas Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 18.5 cm Specimen: MRS/0224/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 4-5 spinesand 23-25 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 19-2 1 rays.
Pectoralrays 14-17.Body depth 1.5-1.7 in standardlength. Dorsalandanal fins elevated.Adults with an
oval patchof brush-likesetaeposteriorlyon sideof the body.

Colour: Darkolive brown with very fine longitudinalwavy pale lines breaking into dotson nape,chest and
head.Sheathof caudal spinewhite.

Habitat and Biology: A common reefspecies occurringmoreon protectedthanexposedreefsat depthsup
to 20 m. Occurs singlyor in smallgroups.Feedson benthicalgae.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Zehrasomascopasis one of the commonestof Maldivian reef fishes,but it is easily overlooked
becauseof its rathersombrecolouration. Of little interestto aquarists.

325

<<



Gempylus serpensCuvier, 1829

English Name: Snakemackerel Family: GEMPYLIDAE
Local Name: Ali tholhi Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 1 m (standardlength) Specimen: MRS/P0186/88

DistinctiveCharacters; Dorsalfin divided.Firstpart with26-32 spines,then 1 spineand11-14rays,followed
by 5-7 finlets. Anal fin with 10-12 raysand 5-6 finlets. Pectoralfin with 12-15 rays. Bodygreatlyelongate
and stronglycompressed.Two laterallines. Pelvic fins reduced.Caudalfin forked.

Colour: Uniformly dark grey brownwith light metallic reflections. Sometimesa fewsmall black spotson
pectoralfin base.Fins darkbrown with darkermargins.

Habitat and Biology: Oceanic.Occursatdepthsto at least200 m ormore.Often found nearsurfaceat night,
attractedby night light. Feedson a wide variety of fishes,crustaceansandcephalopods.

Distribution: World-wide in warmwaters.

Remarks: The specimen ofGempv/usserpenson which this report is made was caughtby longline from
R.V. ‘Matha Han’ about30 mileseastof LhaviyaniAtoll on 10th February1988.
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Lepidocybiumflavobrunneum (Smith, 1849)

English Name: Escolar Family: GEMPYLIDAE
Local Name: Rongu theyomas Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.2 m (standardlength) Specimen: MRS/P0185/88

Distinctive Characters:First dorsalfin with 8-9 spines.Seconddorsalfin with 16-18 rays, followedby
4-6 finlets. Anal fin with I or 2 comprisedspines,12-14 raysand 4-5 finlets. Pectoralfin with 15-17 rays.
Body moderatelyelongate andslightly compressed.Caudalpedunclewith largekeel flankedby two smaller
ones.Lateral line single,distinct and wavy.

Colour: Body uniformly darkbrown,becomingalmostblack with age.

HabitatandBiology: Pelagicand oceanic.Foundat depthsof 200 m or more. Feedson a wide variety of
fishes,crustaceansand cephalopods.

Distribution: Warmoceanicwatersof theworld.

Remarks:Like otherGempylids,Lepidocybiumflavobrunneumis a moderately deep waterfish. However,
it doescomeup to thesurfaceatnight. Its flesh is veryoily andcausesstomachupsetsif eaten.
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Promethichthysprometheus (Cuvier, 1832)

EnglishName: Promethean escolar Family: GEMPYLIDAE
Local Name: Kattelhi Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 1 m (standardlength) Specimen:MRS/P0329/88

Distinctive Characters:First dorsalfin with 17-18 spines.Seconddorsal fin with 1 spine, 17-20rays,
followed by 2 finlets. Anal fin with 2 comprisedspines,15-17 raysand 2 finlets. Pectoralraysabout 15.
Anal fin similar to the seconddorsalfin in shapeand size. Single lateralline curving sharplydownbetween
fourth to seventhdorsal spines.

Colour: Dark brown with violet reflections,fading to dull brown afterdeath.First dorsalfin membrane
black, otherfins blackishbrown.

Habitatand Biology: Oceanicand benthopelagic.Foundat depthsof 100 to 750 m. Nocturnal.Feedson a
wide variety of fishes,crustaceansand cephalopods.

Distribution: Warm watersof Atlantic, Indian and Westand CentralPacific Oceans.

Remarks: This record ofPromethichthysprometheusis basedon a series ofphotographsof a specimen
caughtin very deep waterby handlineoff Fuah Mulaku on the nightsof 3-4 January1987.
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Rexeaprometheoides(Bleeker, 1856)

English Name: Royal escolar, Silver gemfish Family: GEMPYLIDAE
Local Name: Lah katteihi Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 40cm (standardlength) Specimen:MRS/0071/86

Distinctive Characters:First dorsalfin with 18 spines.Seconddorsalfin with I spine, 14-17 raysand 2
finlets. Anal fin with 2 spines(I free), 12-15raysand 2 finlets.Pectoralfin with 13 rays.Double lateralline.
Lateral line originating above upper angle ofgill openingbifurcatingbelow fifth dorsalspineor beforeit,
the upperbranch endingbelow middle of seconddorsalfn base,the loweroneslightly undulatingalongthe
posteriorpart of body.

Colour: Silvery brown. A black blotchon front of first dorsalfin.

Habitat and Biology: Oceanicand benthopelagic,butcloserto thecoaststhan otherGempylids.Foundat
depthsof 135 to 540 m. Feedson a wide variety of fishes,crustaceansand cephalopods.

Distribution: All warm seas.

Remarks: Rexeaprometheoidesis a moderately deep waterfish. Thisrecordis basedon specimenscaught
in 200 m depthby bottom troll near thenorth of Baa Atoll by R.V. Dr. Fridtjof Nansenduring its visit to
Maldives in 1983.
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Ruvettus pretiosusCocco, 1829

English Name: Oil fish Family: GEMPYLIDAE
Local Name: Theyomas Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.3 m Specimen: MRS/0187/88

Distinctive Characters:First dorsalfin with 13-15 spines,seconddorsalfin with 15-18 raysand 2 finlets.
Anal fin with 15-18 rays and2 finlets. Pectoralfin with 13-15 rays. Belly keeled,with dermalprocesses
betweenpelvic fins andanus.Eyefairly largeandround. Lateralline single and oftenobscure.Scalescycloid
(smooth).No keelson caudalpeduncle.Caudalfin broadand forked.

Colour: Body uniformly violet or purplish orbrown when alive.Dull brown afterdeath.

Habitat and Biology: Benthopelagic,mostly occurringon continentalshelf andoceanicslope in depthsof
100 to 700 m. Feedson a wide variety of fishes,crustaceansand cephalopods.

Distribution:World wide in warm waters.

Remarks:The specimen ofRuvettuspretiosus on which this record madewas taken by gillnet from
R.V. ‘MathaHan’ about30 miles eastof Male on 16 March 1988.
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Acanthocybiumsolandri (Cuvier, 1831)

English Name: Wahoo Family: SCOMBRIDAE
Local Name: Kunumas Order: Perciformes
Size: Common to 1.3 m; max. 2.1 m Specimen: MRS/P033l/88

Distinctive Characters: First dorsalfin with 23-27spines,second dorsalfin with 12-16raysfollowed by 8
or 9 finlets. Anal fin with 12-14raysfollowed by 9 finlets. Teeth triangular,compressedandfinely serrate.
Snoutaboutas longas restof head.Gill rakersundeveloped.

Colour: Back iridescentbluish green. Numerous dark vertical barson sides.

Habitat and Biology: Epipelagic; oceanic. Commonon outer atoll reefs. Solitary or forming loose
aggregationsratherthan compactschools.Feedson pelagicfishesand cephalopods.

Distribution:Circumtropical.

Remarks:Acanthocybiumsolandri is caughtby trolling andalsoby a specialisedfishingtechniquecalled
‘heymashe/un’. This is carried outfrom small rowing boatsand involves skipping a woodenmodel fish
acrossthe seasurface tolure the wahooup within harpoon range. Wahooareusually caught outside the atoll
a bit beyond the pointat which thereefdisappearsfrom sight.
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Auxis rochei (Risso, 1810)

English Name: Bullet tuna Family: SCOMBRIDAE
Local Name: Geburu raagondi Order: Perciformes
Size: Common to30cm; max.50cm Specimen:MRS/0l43/87

DistinctiveCharacters:Two dorsalfins, thefirst with 10-Il tall spines,separatedby large interspace,the
secondfin followed by 8 finlets. Pectoralfins short,not reachingas far as dorsalpatterned scalelessarea.
Anal fin followed by 7 finlets. Corselet (band ofscalesalong lateralline) relativelywell developed, usually
10-IS scaleswide underseconddorsalfin origin.

Colour: Dark bluish abovesilvery below. Scalelessarea on back with about15 or more relatively
broad darkbars.

HabitatandBiology: Epipelagic,neritic and oceanic.Feedson fisheslike anchoviesand sardines.

Distribution: Circumtropical.

Remarks:Auxisrochei is very similar in appearance toA. thazard(next page).It differs, however, in a
number ofsmall details: the length of the pectoralfins, the breadthof corseletand the dorsalpatterning.
A. rochei appears tobe ratherrare in Maldives, specimens occurring onlyoccasionallyamongthe large
catches ofA. thazardlanded at Malefish market.
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Auxis thazurd (Lacepède,1800)

English Name: Frigate tuna Family: SCOMBRIDAE
Local Name: Raagondi Order: Perciformes
Size: Common to35 cm; max. 58 cm Specimen: MRS/0476/97

Distinctive Characters:Two dorsalfins, the first with 10-12 spines, separatedfrom secondby a large
interspace,the second followedby 8 finlets. Anal fin followedby 7 finlets. Pectoralfin short but reaching
past verticalline from anteriormargin of scaleless area above corselet. Corselet narrow, no morethan 5
scales wide underorigin of second dorsalfin. A strongkeelon eachsideof caudalfin base.

Colour: Bluish dorsally turningto deep blueon head,silvery white below.A pattern of15 or morenarrow,
oblique tonearlyhorizontal,darkwavylines in the scaleless area abovethe lateralline.

Habitat and Biology: Epipelagic,neritic as well as oceanicspecies.Forms largeschools.Feedson small
pelagic fishes, planktonic crabs, shrimps and stomatopod larvae.

Distribution: Tropical and temperatewatersof the Indian and Pacific Oceans.

Remarks:Auxisthazardis a major fisheryspecies intheMaldives.It is third in importance intermsofcatch
after skipjack and yellowfin tuna. Caught mainlyby pole andline, but alsoby trolling. It is notas apopular
food fish as skipjack, perhaps becauseof its smallsize,boniness, and possible confusion withthepoisonous
‘raagondi koli’ (seepage 372).
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Euthynnusaffinis (Cantor,1849)

English Name: Kawakawa Family: SCOMBRIDAE
Local Name: Latti Order: Perciformes
Size: Common to55 cm; max. aboutI m Specimen: MRS/0075/86

DistinctiveCharacters:Twodorsalfms, thefirst with 11-14spines,bothfin separatedby anarrowinterspace.
Anterior spinesof dorsalsmuch higher than those midway, giving thefins a strongly concaveoutline.
Second dorsalfin much lower than first and followed by8-10 finlets. Pectoralfins short.Two flapsbetween
pelvic fins. Bodynakedexcept for corselet and lateralline.

Colour: Bluish black dorsally, silverywhite ventrally. Many dark bands above lateralline. One or more
small black spots between pelvic andpectoralfin (may not always be veryconspicuous).

HabitatandBiology: Epipelagic,neritic species inhabiting water temperatures rangingfrom 18°Cto 29°C.
Form schools.Feedson smallpelagicfishes, planktonic crabs, shrimps and stomatopod larvae.

Distribution: Warm watersof the Indo-WestPacific.

Remarks: EuthynnusafJInis is commonly caught in theMaldives by trolling. Unlike the other major tuna
species (which are moreoceanic)this speciesis closely associatedwith theatolls. Kawakawa isalsoknown
as “little tuna”, but this name can be confused with“small tuna” so is bestavoided.
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Gymnosardaunicolor (Ruppell, 1838)

English Name: Dogtooth tuna Family: SCOMBRIDAE
Local Name: Woshimas Order: Perciformes
Size: Commonto 1.1 m; max. 1.5 m Specimen: MRS/P0477/97

Distinctive Characters: Dorsalfins closetogether,the first with 13-15spines,its marginnearlystraight,the
second followedby 6-7 finlets. Anal fin with 12-13raysfollowed by 6 finlets. Pectoralfin with 25-28 rays.
Body elongate and moderatelycompressed.Mouth fairly large. 14-31 large conical teethon both jaws.
Interpelvicprocess large andsingle. Lateralline stronglyundulating.

Colour: Overall appearancegrey. Backblue-black, fading tosilvery below.Anterior edgeof first dorsalfin
dark, otherfins greyish.Tips ofsecond dorsal and analwhite.

HabitatandBiology: An epipelagicspecies,usually encountered around coral reefs. Generallysolitary,or
occursin small groups.Voraciouspredator, feedingon small schoolingfishesandsquids.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Unlike other tunas, which are more or lessfishesof openocean,Gymnosardaunicolor is usually
associatedwith coral reefs.It is caughtby trolling andhandlining.A wide size rangeis landedat Malefish
market but mostare within therange40-110cm fork length.
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Katsuwonuspelamis (Linnaeus,1758)

English Name: Skipjack tuna Family: SCOMBRIDAE
Local Name: Kalhubilamas Order: Perciformes
Size: Commonto 70 cm; max. 1.08m Specimen: MRS/0050/86

Distinctive Characters: Two dorsal fins separatedby a smallinterspace(not larger than eye). Thefirst
dorsal fin with 14-16spines,the secondfollowed by 7-9 finlets. Anal fin with 14-15 raysfollowed by 7
finlets. Pectoralfin with 26-28 rays. Bodyscalelessexceptfor thecorseletand lateralline.

Colour: Backdarkpurplishblue.Lower sideandbelly silvery, with4-6 veryconspicuous longitudinaldark
bands(which in live specimensmay appearasdiscontinuouslines of dark blotches).

Habitat and Biology: Epipelagicandoceanicusuallyabove thethermocline.Formsmassiveschoolstogether
with juvenileyellowfin tuna.Feedson small fishes,cephalopodsandcrustaceans.

Distribution: Tropical and warm temperate waters throughoutthe world.

Remarks:Katsuwonuspelamisis themostcommerciallyimportant speciesin the Maldives.This onespecies
accountsfor abouttwo thirds of the total recordedfish catch.It is caught almostexclusivelyin the livebait
pole andline fishery. This is atraditional fisherythat has almostcertainlybeenin existencefor overone
thousandyears.
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Rastrelligerkanagurta (Cuvier, 1817)

English Name: Indian mackerel Family: SCOMBRIDAE
Local Name: Karaverimas Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 35 cm Specimen: MRS/P0155/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsalfins well separated.The firsttriangularwith 8-Il spines,seconddorsaland
analfins followed by 5 finlets. Pectoralfin shortwith 19-20rays. Bodymoderatelydeep,its depthat margin
of gill cover4.3-5.2 in fork length.Gillrakersvery long and visiblewhen mouth is open.

Colour: Back blue-green,sides silverwith goldentint, narrowdark longitudinalbandson upperpartof body
(golden in freshspecimens).A black spot onbody nearlower margin of pectoralfin.

Habitat and Biology: Pelagic in coastalwaters. Often schooling in large numbers.Juvenilesfeed on
phytoplankton,adultsprimarily on macroplanktonsuchas larval shrimpandfish.

Distribution:Widespreadin Indo-WestPacific.

Remarks:Rastre//igerkanagurtaappearsto occuronly irregularly in centralandsouthernMaldives. However,
it occursmoreregularly in northernMaldives,particularlyduring thenorth-eastmonsoon.
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Scomberomoruscommerson (Lacepède,1800)

English Name: Narrow-banded spanish mackerel Family: SCOMBRIDAE
Local Name: Galhi kurumas Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 2.2 m

Distinctive Characters: Two dorsalfins. The first with 15-18 spines, seconddorsalfin with 15-20 rays
followed by 8-10 finlets. Anal fin with 16-21 rays followedby 7-12 finlets. Pectoralfin with 21-24 rays.
Lateral line wavy butabruptly bentdownwardbehind second dorsalfin.

Colour: Deepblue-grey above,palebelow. Numerousthin, wavy vertical bandson sides.Juvenilesare
frequentlyspotted.

Habitat and Biology: Pelagicincoastalwatersat depthsbetween15 to 200 m. Formssmallschools. Known
to undertake longshoremigrations.Feedson small schoolingfishessuchas sardines.

Distribution: Indo-WestPacific.

Remarks: Scomberomoruscommersonis rare in Maldives.Few specimensare landedat Male fish market
among the much morecommonwahoo. S. commersonis a migratory speciescommonoff the coastsof
Sri Lanka andIndia. The individualsthat turn up in Maldives areperhapsstraysfrom those countries.
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Thunnus albacares (Bonnaterre,1788)

English Name: Yellowfin tuna Family: SCOMBRIDAE
Local Name: Reendhoouraha kanneli Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 2 m Specimen: MRS/0012/86

DistinctiveCharacters:Dorsalfins closetogether.Thefirst with prolongedspinesanteriorlygivinga strongly
concave outline.First dorsalwith 13-14 spines, seconddorsal and analfin extremely tall in largespecimens.
7-10 finlets behind second dorsaland analfins. Pectoralfins moderatelylong, usually reachingbeyond
seconddorsalfin origin. No striationson ventralsurface ofliver; right lobeelongated.

Colour: Metallic steelblue on back tosilvery below.Belly crossedby about20 broken,lines of lightspots
which curveposteriorly.Dorsaland anal fins andfinlets brightyellow.

Habitat and Biology: Epipelagic,oceanic,aboveand below the thermocline.Formsschoolsby size, also
with otherspecies.Feedson wide varietyof fishes,crustaceansandcephalopods.

Distribution: World-wide in tropical and subtropical seas.

Remarks: Thunnusalbacaresis the secondmost importantspeciesin the Maldivian fishery. It accounts for
roughly 10%of the total recordedcatch.Mostyellowfin tunascaught intheMaldivesarejuveniles ofabout
30-60 cm fork length, taken by pole andline. However, increasingnumbersof adults arebeing takenby
livebait handline.
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Thunnus obesus (Lowe, 1839)

English Name: Bigeye tuna Family: SCOMBRIDAE
Local Name: Loabodu kanneli Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.2.1 m

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fins closetogether.First dorsal with 13- 15 spines, second dorsaland anal
fins falcate,each followedby 8-10 finlets.Pectoralfins moderately long inlarger specimens(over 1 .1 mfork
length). Corseletof largeandthicker scalesdeveloped but not very distinct.Ventralsurfaceof liver striated;
all threelobesof roughlyequal inlength.

Colour: Dark blueabove,palebelow. Dorsalandanal fins yellow. Finlets yellowwith blackedges.Roughly
8-10nearvertical, and more orless continuous pale lineson sides.

Habitat and Biology: Epipelagicand mesopelagicin oceanicwatersfrom the surfaceto 250 m. Juveniles
schoolwithyellowfin and/orskipjack tuna.Feedson fishes,cephalopodsand crustaceans.

Distribution: World-widein tropical and subtropicaloceans.

Remarks: Thunnusohesusis very similar toandfrequentlyconfusedwith yellowfin tuna(previouspage).It
differs inhaving a heavier,thicker-setbody and shorter seconddorsaland analfins. The pattern of pale lines
on thesidesis different. In addition,the liver ofyellowfin tunahasonelobe noticeablylongerthanthe other
two andis notstriated.Bigeyetuna iswidespreadin the IndianOceanbut is deeperswimmingthanyeilowfin
tuna,so rarely appearsin normalMaldivian catches.
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Thunnus tonggol (Bleeker, 1851)

English Name: Longtail tuna Family: SCOMBRIDAE
Local Name: Nigoo dhigu kanneli Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 1.3 m Specimen: MRS/P0494/97

Distinctive Characters: A medium-sized tunaspecies,deepest near middle offirst dorsal fin base.Gill
rakersfew, 19-27on the first arch.Pectoralfin moderately long with30-35 rays.Ventral surfaceof liver not
striated;right lobe of liver much longerthan othertwo. Swimbladderabsentor rudimentary.

Colour: Back dark blue or black. Lower sidesandbelly silvery white with colourless elongateoval spots
arrangedin horizontalrows.Dorsal, pectoraland pelvicfins blackish.

Habitat and Biology: Epipelagic and neritic. Avoidsareaswith reducedsalinity and turbid waters. Forms
schoolsof varying size. Opportunisticfeeder,feedingon cephalopods, crustaceansand fish.

Distribution: Indo-WestPacific

Remarks: Thunnustonggolis a neritic species, commonaroundthe coasts ofIndia. It is extremelyrare in
Maldivian waters.In fact onlyone specimenhasbeenpositively recordedfrom the Maldives. It was caught
by a team fromthe Marine Research Sectionwhile carryingout tuna taggingin theOne-and-a-half Degree
Channelin February1994.Earlier recordsof it from Maldives appear tobe in error.
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Istiophorusplatypterus (Shaw and Nodder,1792)

English Name: Indo-Pacific sailfish Family: XIPHIIDAE
Local Name: Fanganduhibaru Order: Perciformes
Size: Common to 2.7 m; max. 3.2 m Specimen: MRS/P0478/97

Distinctive Characters: A tall long-basedsail-like dorsalfin with 42-49rays. Small seconddorsalfin with
6 or 7 rays. 2 anal fins,the first with 12-17rays and second with6-7 rays. Pectoralfin with 18-20rays. Body
compressedlaterally.Pelvic fins very long. Body coveredby embeddedscales.

Colour: Dark blue dorsally, pale ventrally. About 20 pale spottedstripeson sides.Sail deepblue with
dark spots.

Habitat andBiology: Oceanic,epipelagicandhighly migratory.Feedson awidevarietyoffishes, crustaceans
andcephalopods.

Distribution: Widespread intropical and temperatewatersof Indian and Pacific Oceans.

Remarks: The sailfish, Istiophorusp/atypterusis the most commonlyseenof the billfishes. Unlike other
species,which tend to be ratheroceanic,the sailfish is commonestin and aroundthe atolls. It is frequently
landedat Male fish market.Previouslyrecorded underthe family Istiophoridae.
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Makaira indica (Cuvier, 1832)

English Name: Black marlin Family: XIPHIIDAE
Local Name: Kalhu mas hibaru Order: Perciformes
Size: Common to 3.8 m; max. 4.6 m

Distinctive Characters: First dorsalfin with 38-45rays.Seconddorsalfin with 6-7 rays. First analfin with
13-14raysandsecondanalfin with 6-7 rays. Pectoralfin with 19-23rays. Bill round incrosssections.Body
strongly compressed.Napevery steep.Pectoral fins rigid, andnot foldable naturallyagainstsides. Body
coveredby denselyembeddedscales.

Colour: Dark blue dorsally,palerventrally. Sometimeswith afaint vertical stripes.

Habitat and Biology: Oceanic,epipelagic andhighly migratory.Feedson awide varietyof fishes,crustaceans
and cephalopods.

Distribution: Warm watersof the Indian and Pacificoceans.Occasionallyin Atlantic ocean.

Remarks: Makaira indica can he easilydistinguishedfrom M. mazaraby the fact thatits pectoralfins are
rigid. Bothcanhe distinguishedfrom the superficiallysimilar striped marlin(Tetrapterusaudex)whichhas
amorecompressedbody anddorsalfin lobewhich is equalto or greaterthan the body. The black marlin is
the largestof thebill fish, andthe supremegamefish.
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Makaira mazara (JordanandSynder, 1901)

English Name: Indo-Pacific blue marlin Family: XIPHIIDAE
Local Name: Noomashibaru Order: Perciformes
Size: Common to 3.5 m; max. 4.3 rn Specimen: MRS/0319/88

Distinctive Characters: First dorsalfin with 40-45 rays. Seconddorsalfin with 6-7 rays. Pectoralfin with
20-23 rays.Bill round in cross-section. Body not stronglycompressed.Napehighly elevated. Pectoralfins
not rigid and canbe folded. Body coveredby denselyembeddedscales.

Colour: Blue blackdorsally paleventrally. About 15 cobalt colouredvertical stripes.

Habitat and Biology: Oceanic,epipelagicand highly migratory.Feedson awide varietyof fishes, crustaceans
andcephalopods.

Distribution: Tropical and temperatewatersof Indian and Pacific Oceans.

Remarks: Makaira mazarahas often been referred toas Makaira nigricans but this name is now only
appliedto the Atlantic Blue marlin. Thetwo differ in lateralline morphology.Blue marlinsare caughtby
commerciallong lines andby sportsfisherman. Previouslyrecorded underthe family Istiophoridaein the
Catalogueof Fishes ofthe Maldives,Vol.3, page446.
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Xiphias gladius Linnaeus,1758

English Name: Swordfish Family: XIPHIIDAE
Local Name: Thungadu hibaru, Kanneli hibaru Order: Perciformes
Size: Common to 3 m; max. 4.5 m

Distinctive Characters: First dorsalfin with 34-49rays. Seconddorsalfin with 4-6 rays. First analfin with
13-14 rays. Secondanal fin with 3-4 rays.Pectoralfin with 16-18rays. Bill extremely long and flattened in
cross-section.Pelvic fins andpelvic girdle absent. Single,largemedium caudalkeel in adults.

Colour: Dark brown above,palerbelow.

Habitat and Biology: Epipelagicto depthsof 650 m, primarily oceanicand highly migratory.Feedson a
wide variety of fishes,crustaceansand squids.

Distribution: Circumglobalin tropical and temperateseas.

Remarks: The swordfish,Xiphias gladiusis very commonin the offshore waters aroundthe Maldives.
During the offshore fishery surveyconductedby the R.V. ‘Matha Hari’ in 1987-88,roughly 80% of the
billfish caught were swordfish.
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Psenescyanophrys Valenciennes,1833

English Name: Freckled driftfish Family: NOMEIDAE
Local Name: Oimas, Fiyaladhari Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.20cm Specimen: MRS/P0l84/88

Distinctive Characters: First dorsal fin with 9-11 spines.Seconddorsal fin with I spineand 23-28 rays.
Anal fin with 3 spinesand23-28 rays. Pectoralfin with 17-20 rays.Body depth 1.8-2.4 in standardlength.
Body firm, deepandcompressed.Eye small, usuallysmallerthan snout.Pectoralfin equalor lessthanhead
length.Teethin bothjaws small and pointed,not laterally flattened.

Colour: Palegrey-brownwith silvery sheen.Numerousdarkhorizontallineson sides.

Habitat and Biology: Oceanic and pelagic,often associatedwith seaweedand otherdrifting objects.Feeds
on jelly fish, as well as otherzooplanktonand small fish.

Distribution: Atlantic, Pacific and Indian Oceans.

Remarks: Severalspecimens ofPsenescyanophryswere caught in drifting gillnets by R.V. ’Matha Hari’,
during the exploratoryoffshorefisheriessurveyin 1987-88.
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Abalistesstellatus (Lacepède,1798)

English Name: Starry triggerfish Family: BALISTIDAE
Local Name: Than rondu Order: Tetraodontiformes
Size: Max.60 cm Specimen: MRS/P0378/92

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 3 spinesand25-27 rays. Anal fin with 24-25 rays. Pectoral rays
15-16.Body deepand laterally compressed.Scalesenlargedabovethe pectoralfin base,forming a flexible
tympanum.Cheeksscaly. Prominentgrooveon snout in front of eye.Longitudinalscale ridgeson posterior
part of the body. Caudalpedunclewider thandeep.Caudalfin doubleemarginate.

Colour: Background colour grey dashed witholive green,suffused with yellow, overlaid withmany pale
spots.Three whitish blotcheson back(faint or absent inlargeindividuals).Pectoralfins yellow.

Habitat and Biology: Found oversand,spongeand weedbottomsto depthsof 100 m. Solitary orin small
groups.Feedson benthic animals.

Distribution: Indo-WestPacific.

Remarks: Ahalistesstellatusis notveryoftenseenin the Maldives, because itis a moderately deepdwelling
species.It appearsto be commonestin theatoll basins.
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English Name: Orangestriped triggerfish Family: BALISTIDAE
Local Name: Dhaifuku rondu Order: Tetraodontiforrnes
Size: Max. 30 cm Specimen: MRS/0349/89

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 3 spines and24-28rays. Anal fin with 20-24rays. Pectoralfin
with 12-14 rays. Third dorsalspineof moderatelength (not minute). No groove in front ofeye. Second
dorsalandanal fins not elevatedanteriorly.Caudalfin slightly rounded.

Colour: Dark greenybrown with bright orangelines. Adult male with no bandson dark snout.

Habitat and Biology: Occurs in a varietyof habitatson reefflat andreefedge.Extremelyvarieddiet: live
corals,benthicalgae,sea urchins,crustaceans,other benthicinvertebratesand alsosmall fishes.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Ba/istapus undu/atusis a common inhabitant of the Maldivian reefs. It is an interesting
aquariumfish.

Balistapusundulatus (Park. 1797)
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Balistoidesconspicillum (Bloch and Schneider,1801)

English Name: Clown triggerfish Family: BALISTIDAE
Local Name: Bis rondu Order: Tetraodontiformes
Size: Max. 45 cm Specimen: MRS/0344/89

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 3 spinesand24-26rays. Anal fin with 2 1-23 rays. Pectoral
fin with 14 rays.A deepgrooveanteriorto eye.Region aroundlips fully scaled. 3-4rowsof spinesposteriorly
on sideof body. Caudalfin rounded, thecornersacute.

Colour: Black with very large white spotson lower half of body. Yellow markings aroundmouth, on
face and fins. A yellow reticulum anteriorlyon back.

Habitat and Biology: Usually found on outer reef terraceswith surgechannels.Feedson small
benthic animals.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Balistoidesconspicillum is oneof themoststrikingly colouredof all reeffishes. In consequence
it fetchesa high price in theaquariumtrade.
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Balistoides viridescens(Bloch and Schneider,1801)

English Name: Titan triggerfish Family: BALISTIDAE
Local Name: Maarondu Order: Tetraodontiformes
Size: Max. 75 cm Specimen:MRS/P0343/89

Distinctive Characters:Dorsal fin with 3 spinesand 24-26 rays. Anal fin with 23-24 rays. Pectoral
rays 14-15.A deepgroovebefore eye. 4 or5 rows of small spinesposteriorly on sides of body.
Second dorsal and analfins slightly elevatedanteriorly. Caudal fin roundedto double emarginate.

Colour: Yellowish, the scale centersdark brown to dark olive, abruptly whitish posteriorly.A
wedge-shaped blackish bar from top of head to gillopening,enclosingeye. A broad blackish streak
on upper lip crossedby two narrow pale blue bands.

Habitat and Biology: Found on a wide ranging of habitats but mainly on reef slopes.Feedson a
wide variety of benthic invertebrates,including seaurchins,corals and molluscs.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Balistoidesviridescensis fairly common inthe Maldives and ranges widelyfrom lagoonsto
deepreef slopes.Eggs are laid in nests on sandy or rubble patcheson the slope. Theseare
protectedby the adults, whichdriveaway any intrudersincludingdivers with greatferocity.
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Canthidermis maculatus(Bloch, 1786)

English Name: Ocean triggerfish Family: BALISTIDAE
Local Name: Oivaali rondu Order: Tetraodontiformes
Size: Max. 50 cm Specimen: MRS/P0l32/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 3 spines and23-27rays. Anal fin with 20-23 rays. Pectoralfin
with 14-15 rays. Mouth terminal. No enlarged scales abovepectoral fin base forming distinct
tympanum. Cheeksscaled and without longitudinalgroove. A deep groove before eye, below nostrils.

Colour: Adults with body and headdark, lighter below with elongatewhite spotsthat can disappearwith
growth. All fins dark. Small juveniles with spots notconfinedto ventral surface.

Habitat and Biology: Occursin offshorewaters.Epipelagicthroughoutits life. Adults as well asjuveniles
are oftenassociatedwith drifting objects.

Distribution: Indo-West Pacific.

Remarks:Unlike other triggerfishesCanthidermismaculatusis mostoften encountered offshore,whereit
isfrequently associatedwithdrifting flotsam.It is thereforeoften seenby Maldiviantunafishermen,although
thereis no local market for thisspeciesso it is almost nevercaught.C. rotundatusis a synonym.
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Melichthysindicus (Randalland Klausewitz, 1973)

English Name: Indian triggerfish Family: BALISTIDAE
Local Name: Hindhu kalhu rondu Order: Tetraodontiformes
Size: Max. 25 cm Specimen: MRS/0339/89

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 3 spinesand30-34 rays. Anal fin with 29 rays. Pectoralfin
with 14-16 rays. Caudalfin truncate or slightly rounded. Ridgeson caudalpedunclenot prominent.

Colour: Dark, almostblack. White alongbasesof second dorsaland anal fins, andaroundcaudal
margin. Sometimesdisplays a rust brownpatchbehind spiny dorsal.

Habitat and Biology: Foundon coral reefareas.Feedswell abovethe bottom,evidently on zooplankton.

Distribution: Indian Ocean.

Remarks: Melichthvs indicus is one of a pair of very similar black triggerfishes.The otheris M. niger
(next page). In the field they are mosteasily differentiatedon the basisof tail shapeand colour.
M. niger hasan emarginatecaudalfin that is all dark.
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English Name: Black triggerfish Family: BALISTIDAE
Local Name: Kalhu rondu Order: Tetraodontiformes
Size: Max. 35 cm Specimen: MRS/P0350/89

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 3 spinesand32-35rays. Anal fin with 28-31 rays. Pectoralfin
with 15-17 rays. Prominentlongitudinal ridgesfollowing scale rowson caudal peduncle. Caudalfin
emarginateto lunate (exceptjuveniles).

Colour: Dark blue-green toblack. Blue-white lines at base ofsoft dorsaland anal fins. Submarginalblue
line on caudalfin bendsinto lobes.

Habitat and Biology: Occurs on upper reef edge of outer slopes of seawardreefs. Feeds
predominantlyon calcareousalgae; also feedson zooplankton.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Melichthys niger is very similar in appearanceto, and easily confusedwith Mindicus
(previouspage).M. niger is morewidely distributed.

Melichthys niger (Bloch, 1786)
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Odonusniger (Ruppell, 1837)

English Name: Redtoothed triggerfish Family: BALISTIDAE
Local Name: Vaalan rondu Order: Tetraodontiformes
Size: Max. 40 cm Specimen: MRS/0337/89

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 3 spinesand33-36 rays. Anal fin with 28-31 rays. Pectoralfin
with 14-15 rays. Cheeksscaled.Margins of soft dorsal and analfins distinctly concave.Caudalfin lunate,
the lobesgreatly prolonged inadults.

Colour: Body deep blue,sometimesvery dark, orbrownish,or greenish.Teeth red.

Habitat and Biology: Found on upperpart of seaward reefbelow reef edge.Feedsmainly on
zooplanktonandalso sponges.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Odunusniger is possibly the commonest Maldivian triggerfish. Large groups canbe seen
swimming up in the water column abovethe reef slope.At night, and when harassed,they take
refuge in smallcreviceswith just theirturquoisescissor-liketail showing.
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Pseudobalistesflavimarginatus (Rüppel1. 1829)

English Name: Yellowmargin triggerfish Family: BALISTIDAE
Local Name: Vilu rondu Order: Tetraodontiformes
Size: Max. 60 cm Specimen: MRS/0347/89

Distinctive Characters:Dorsalfin with 3 spines and24-27rays. Analfin with 23-25rays. Pectoralfin with
15 or 16 rays. Deepgrooveanterior to eye. Shallow horizontal grooveon cheek. Anterior part of cheek
without scales;posteriorpartwith smallscales.Caudalpedunclewith 5 or6 rowsof small spines.Caudalfin
roundedin young,emarginatein adults,the lobesprolongedin large adults.

Colour: Pale yellowish brown. Scaleswith dark centres.Front of headoften light yellow-orange.
Margins of second dorsal, anal,and caudal fins often yellowish.

Habitat and Biology: Found in a wide-ranginghabitats,hut commoneston shelteredreef areas with
much sand. Feedson benthic invertebrates.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Pseudobalistesflavimarginatusis oneof two largetriggerfishes commonlyseenby diversin the
Maldives. The other is B. viridescens.P. flavimarginatus nests in deeplagoon areas. Fortunatelythis
speciesdoesnot defendits nests as aggressivelyas B. viridescens,although this someindividulas can
be very aggressive.
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Rhinecanthusaculeatus (Linneaus,1758)

English Name: Picassotriggerlish Family: BALISTIDAE
Local Name: Gabulhi rondu Order: Tetraodontiformes
Size: Max. 28 cm Specimen: MRS/0054/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsalfin with 3 spinesand24-26rays. Analfin with 21-23rays. Pectoralfin with
12-14rays. Headpointed; dorsalandventralprofiles nearly straight.3 rows of forward curving spineson
caudal peduncle.Caudal fin roundedto doubleemarginate, thecornersangular.

Colour: Palebrown shadingto white below. Complexly coloured with blackish,blue,and yellowhands.
Peduncularspinesblack edgedwith blue. Anusblack.

Habitat and Biology: Commonon shallow lagoon reef environmentsdominatedby sand.Omnivorous,
feedingon awide rangeof invertebrates.,fishesandalso algae.

Distribution: lndo-Pacific.

Remarks: Rhinecanthusacu/eatusis avery commoninhabitanton Maldivianreefs.It is often seensleeping
on its side at night and makesa whirring noise whenstartled.A popularaquariumfish.
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Rhinecanthusrectangulus (Bloch and Schneider,1801)

English Name: Reef triggerfish Family: BALISTIDAE
Local Name: Gabulhi fattaa rondu Order: Tetraodontiformes
Size: Max. 25 cm Specimen: MRS/0346/89

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 3 spines and23-24rays. Analfin with 20-21rays. Pectoralfin with
13-15 rays. No groovesinfront of eyes. 4-5 rows of small forward curving spinesposteriorly on body.
Caudalfin rounded,the cornersacute.

Colour: Groundcolourolive brown above,palebelow. Black bandacrossbody, andblack triangularpatch
on caudal peduncle.Black areaspartially outlined with green-yellow.Orangeat baseof pectoral.

Habitat and Biology: Common in theshallow outerreefenvironmentsexposedto surge.Diet evenmore
varied thanR. aculeatus,feedingon awide rangeof invertebrates, fishesandalso algae.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Rhinecanthus rectangulusis readily distinguishedfrom R. acu/eatus(previouspage),on the
basisof colourpattern.Both are foundon shallowareas,butR. rectangu/usprefersmoreexposedlocations.
R. rectangu/usis a very waryfish, hencedifficult to approach underwater.
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Sufflamen bursa (Bloch and Schneider,1801)

English Name: Boomerang triggerfish Family: BALISTIDAE
Local Name: Dhon falhu rondu Order: Tetraodontiformes
Size: Max. 20 cm Specimen: MRS/0345/89

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 3 spines and27-29rays. Analfin with 25-27rays. Pectoralfin with
13-14rays. Dorsalandventralprofiles of head nearlystraight. Cheeksscaled.Prominentgroovein front of
the eye.Longitudinalscaleridgeson posterior part ofthebody extending forward tothemiddle ofthebody.
Caudalfin truncateto slightly rounded.

Colour: Greyish brown, palebelow. A white line from corner ofmouthto analfin origin. Two darkcurved
barsposteriorlyon headwhich may be eitheryellow or black.

Habitat and Biology: Usually in reef flats and reef slopes.Omnivorous, feedingon algaeand a wide
varietyof small benthic invertebrates.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Sufflamenhursa is a commoninhabitant in the Maldivian reefs. It is readily distinguishedfrom
the similar sizedand shapedS. chrysopterus(next page)by colour. S. chrvsopterusis dark brown.
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Sufflamenchrysopterus (Bloch and Schneider,1801)

English Name: Flagtail triggerfish Family: BALISTIDAE
Local Name: Falhu rondu Order: Tetraodontiformes
Size: Max. 20 cm Specimen: MRS/055/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 3 spines and26-28 rays. Analfin with 23-26rays.. Pectoral fin
with 12-14rays. Deepgroove before eye. Longitudinalrows of small spinesfollowing scale centers
on about posterior third ofbody. Dorsal and anal fins slightly elevatedanteriorly. Caudal fin truncate
to slightly roundedwith acutecorners.

Colour: Dark brownish with onepalestreakfrom eye to lower pectoralbaseandanothershortone above
gill opening.Lower part of headand abdomendark blueor purplish. Caudalfin brownish yellow, broadly
edgedin white.

Habitat and Biology: Usually seen in sheltered reefsand lagoons. Feedson benthic invertebrates.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Sufflamen chrvsopterusis replacedin the Red Sea andGulf of Omanby the closely related
S.a/hicaudatus(Ruppell),which differs in having a broadwhite zoneacross basal part ofcaudalfin.
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Sufflamenfraenatus (Bloch and Schneider,1801)

English Name: Brown triggerfish Family: BALISTIDAE
Local Name: Mushi rondu Order: Tetraodontiformes
Size: Max. 38 cm Specimen: MRS/0411/92

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 3 spines and27-31 rays. Anal fin with 24-28 rays. Pectoral
fin with 14-15 rays. Cheeksscaled.Deep groove in front of eye. Longitudinal scaleridges on
posteriorpart of the body extendingforward to the middle of the body.Caudal fin roundedin young,
truncateto slightly emarginatein adults.

Colour: Brown to pale brown witha pale yellowishring around mouth and anarrow pale yellowish
band acrosschin. Juvenileswith longitudinal dark brownlines.

Habitat and Biology: Usually seenin depths greaterthan 25 m. Feedsmainly on seaurchins,heart
urchins, brittle stars, fishes, bivalve molluscs,tunicatesand crustaceans.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Sufflarnenfraenarus is a somewhatdeepdwelling species,being apparentlymost common
in atoll basins. S. capistrarus Shaw, is a synonym.
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Aluterus scriptus (Osbeck,1765)

English Name: Scrawledfilefish Family: MONACANTHIDAE
Local Name: Fankaa fathirondu Order: Tetraodontiformes
Size: Max. 1 m Specimen: MRS/0496/97

Distinctive Characters: Dorsalfin with 2 detachedspines and43-49rays. Firstdorsalspineoriginatesover
eye.Anal fin with 46-52rays. Pectoralfin with 13-15rays.Body elongateandvery compressed. Profileof
snoutconcave.Mouth small andupturned.Caudalpeduncledeeperthan long. Caudalfin roundedandlong
(longerthan head),posterior edgeoften ragged.

Colour: Olive brown to grey with irregularblue spots andshort lines andsmall black spots.

Habitat and Biology: Seen in lagoonsor on outerreefslopesto depthsof about20 m. A shy andsolitary
species,hut occasionallyobservedin small groups.Feedson awide varietyof benthic organismsincluding
algae,seagrasses,hydrozoans,gorgonians,anemonesand tunicates.

Distribution: Circumtropical.

Remarks: .4/uterusscriptus is one of the largest of the filefishes. It is similar to A. monoceros,but
A. monoceroshasa convexdorsalheadprofile anda bulbousventralheadprofile. a muchsmaller caudal
peduncledepthandalsoa muchshortercaudalfin.
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Cantherhinesparadilis (Ruppell, 1837)

English Name: Wirenetfilefish Family: MONACANTHIDAE
Local Name: Dhaagandufathirondu Order: Tetraodontiformes
Size: Max. 21 cm Specimen: MRS/0348/89

Distinctive Characters: Dorsalfin with 2 detachedspinesand32-36rays. Analfin with 29-32rays. Pectoral
fin with 12-14rays. Snout short.Dorsal profileof headslightly concave.First dorsal spinenot long. No
spinesposteriorlyon body, but maleswith adensepatchof setaeon sideof caudal peduncle.

Colour: Varying from dark brown or mottled dark brownto light grey with numerousbrownish orange
spots.Faintnarrow stripeson head.A small whitespotjust behindrearbase ofsoft dorsalfin.

Habitat and Biology: Usually seensolitary in outer reef, seagrassandseaweedbedsto depthsof about
20 m. Feedson benthic organisms.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Cantherhinesparadilis is closely relatedto C. sandwichensisof Hawaii, andC. pu//us of the
Atlantic. A wary fish, like othersof thesamegenus.
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Oxymonacanthuslongirostris (Bloch and Schneider,1801)

English Name: Longnosefilefish Family: MONACANTHIDAE
Local Name: Thundhigu fathirondu Order: Tetraodontiformes
Size: Max. 10 cm Specimen: MRS/0497/97

Distinctive Characters: Dorsalfin with 2detachedspinesand32-35rays. Analfin with 29-32rays.Pectoral
fin with 11 or 12 rays.Dorsal andventralprofiles concave. Snoutslenderandprotruding.

Colour: Greenwith numerousdarkedgedorangespots.A black blotchon caudalfin.

Habitat and Biology: Occurson protectedareasof reef edgeand slopeto depthsof 30 m. Often seenin
pairsand sometimesin small groupsamongstbranchedor tabularcolonies. Feedson coral polyps.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Oxymonacanthuslongirostris caneasilybe distinguishedfrom other Maldivianfilefishes by its
extremelylong snout. It is closelyrelatedto 0. ha/li, a RedSeaendemic.However,0. hal/i differs slightly
in colourand hasa lower fin ray counts.A popularaquariumfish.
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Pervagorjanthinosoma (Bleeker, 1854)

English Name: Redtail filefish Family: MONACANTHIDAE
Local Name: Dhon kothari fathirondu Order: Tetraodontiformes
Size: Max. 16 cm Specimen: MRS/0282/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 2 detachedspinesand29-34rays. Analfin with 26-30rays. Pectoral
fin with 11-13(usually12) rays.Snout short.Dorsal profileconcave.First dorsalspineorigin over centre or
front halfof eye.A row of large laterallydirectedbarbsalongeach lateraledge.Shallowgroove for receiving
first dorsal spine. Caudalpeduncleshortandbroad.

Colour: Orange-brown with irregular finelongitudinal dark brown lines on body. A darkblotch overgill
opening.Caudalfin orangewith small yellow spots,theouterborderwith blue andyellow lines.

Habitat and Biology: Usually seenin shallowcoralreefsto 20 m depth.A secretive species.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Pervagorjanthinosomais closelyrelatedto P. a/ternansandP. aspricaudus.P. alternansdiffers
by havinga brightyellow ring aroundeye.P. aspricaudushasnumeroustiny black spotsratherthan narrow
black lines on the sides.
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Pseudalutarius nasicornis(TemminckandSchiegel, 1850)

English Name: Rhino filefish Family: MONACANTHIDAE
Local Name: Hima fathirondu Order: Tetraodontiformes
Size: Common to 12 cm; max. 18 cm Specimen: MRS/0370/9l

Distinctive Characters:Dorsalfin with 2detachedspines and43-50rays. Analfin with 41-46rays. Pectoral
fin with 11 rays. Firstdorsalspinevery slender,origin anterior to eye. Pelvic fin rudimentsabsent.Body
slenderin juveniles, deepin adults.

Colour: Groundcolour palebrownto grey, two brownstripeson body.Adults with closely setyellow spots
on headandbody, soft dorsalandanalpaleyellow, caudaldark brown.

Habitat and Biology: In Maldives,known so far only from depthsgreaterthan 40 m, inside North
Male Atoll.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Pseudalutariusnasicornisappearsto berelativelyrarein Maldives, butthatmay bepartly because
of its crypticcolourationandbehaviourand its relatively deep-dwellinghabits.
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Lactoria fornasini (Bianconi, 1846)

English Name: Backspinecowfish Family: OSTRACIIDAE
Local Name: Kashi gonu Order: Tetraodontiformes
Size: Max. 23 cm Specimen: MRS/0437/94

Distinctive Characters: Dorsalfin with 9 rays. Analfin with 9 rays.Pectoralfin with 11-12rays.Carapace
quadrangularin cross section,hut with amedian ridgeandlargethorn-like spinein the middle of back.
Bottom of carapaceslightly convex.A pairof sharphornsanteriorlyfrom headat level with upperedgeof
eye.A secondshortpairposteriorly.Caudalfin rounded.

Colour: Light brown with blue spotsor narrow irregularblue bands.Fins pale.

Habitat and Biology: Commonly seenon sand,rubble or weedy areaswith patchycorals,to depthsof
about30 m.Occurs singly or in pairs.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks:Lacroriafornasini,like other cowfishesand boxfishes,is aslow swimmer.Theypropelthemselves
by ascullingactionof thedorsalandanalfins; thecaudalfin is broughtinto actionwhenthey wantto move
faster.Appearsto berare in Maldives.
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Ostracioncubicus Linnaeus,1758

English Name: Yellow boxfish Family: OSTRACIIDAE
Local Name: Gonu Order: Tetraodontiformes
Size: Max. 40 cm Specimen: MRS/0040/86

Distinctive Characters:Dorsal fin with 9 rays. Analfin with 9 rays. Pectoralfin with 11 rays.Carapace
quadrangularin crosssection,the sidesconcave.Body becoming moreelongatewith growth. Large adults
with a bumpanteriorlyon snout.Caudalfin rounded.

Colour: Small juvenilesbright yellow with small black spots.Largerfish brownish yellowwith onewhite
spotedged in blackorrimmed with smallblack spotson eachpolygonalplate. Largestfish purplishbrown,
spots on carapacefaint or absent,the groovesbetweenpolygonal platesyellow, specially ventrallyon
cheek.Fins with small dark spotson rays.

Habitat and Biology: Commonon reefedgeandslopeto depthsof about35 m. Solitary andshy species,
alwaysseekshelterbelowoverhangsin the reef.Omnivorous.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Osiracioncuhicus.like otherboxfishesproduceaskin toxin whenalarmed.Previously,recorded
as 0. tuhercu/atusLinnaeus,in theCatalogueof Fishesof theMaldives,Vol.1, page102.
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Arothron hispidus (Linnaeus,1758)

English Name: Whitespottedpufferfish Family: TETRAODONTIDAE
Local Name: Lahjehikoli Order: Tetraodontiformes
Size: Max. 48 cm Specimen: MRS/P0482/97

Distinctive Characters:Dorsalfin with 10-Il rays. Analfin with 10-11 rays. Pectoralfin with 17-19rays.
Small spinuleson headandbody except snoutandposteriorcaudalpeduncle.Nostril consistingof two
fleshyflaps from acommonbase(characteristicof thegenus). Caudalfin rounded.

Colour: Greyish to greenish brown withsmall white spotson head,backand sides. I or2 yellow rings and
several yellowspotsaroundpectoralfin. 2-5 barsacrosssides,always ashortdark barbelow eye and another
belowpectoralfin.

Habitat and Biology: Generallyfoundin shallowprotectedareasto depthsof 25 m. Juvenilesseenin weedy
areas.Diet highly varied;feedingon molluscs, tunicates,sponges,corals,anemones,crabs, tubeworms,sea
urchins, brittlestarsandstarfishes(includingcrown-of-thorns), and hydroids.

Distribution: Indo-Pacificand EasternPacific.

Remarks: Arothron hispidus like otherpufferfishes,is highly poisonous.The degree oftoxicity of puffer
fishes variesgreatlywith thespeciesandapparentlyalso with geographicalareaandseason.
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Arothron immaculatus (Bloch andSchneider,1801

English Name: Blackedged pufferfish Family: TETRAODONTIDAE
Local Name: Fukkoli Order: Tetraodontiformes
Size: Max. 30 cm Specimen: MRS/0001/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 9-10 rays.Anal fin with 9-10rays.Pectoralfin with 15-16rays.
Body roundin cross-section. Nasalorgansoftwotentaclesjoinedatthebase.Thebody exceptposteriorpart
of tail, baseof analandsnout coveredwith slenderspines.Teethfusedinto bony plates.

Colour: Brownishabove, lighter below.Upperand lower edge andmargin of caudal fin blackish. No
markingson body exceptdarkblotch at pectoralfin base.

Habitat and Biology: Generallyfound in shallow protectedwaters,to depthsof 15 m. A solitary species.
Sometimesswimsover unshelteredsandand sea grassareas.

Distribution: Indo-WestPacific.

Remarks: Arothron immaculatus,like other pufferfishes,is capable of inflatingits body into a spinyball to
deterpredators.Theyalsoproduce powerfultoxins in theirtissues,especially inthe liver and in theovaries.
Eating of thesefisheshas resultedin seriousillnessand sometimesdeath.Previously recorded underthe
genusTetraodonin the Catalogueof Fishesof the Maldives,Vol.1, page146.
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Canthigaster amboinensis(Bleeker, 1856)

English Name: Ambon sharpnosedpuffer Family: TETRAODONTIDAE
Local Name: Haluvi thaakihaakoli Order: Tetraodontiformes
Size: Commonto 8 cm; max. 15 cm Specimen:MRS/0245/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsalfin with 11-12rays. Analfin with 10-11 rays. Pectoralfin with 16-17rays.
A ridgeof skin mid-dorsally.Snoutconicaland attenuate.Caudalfin slightly rounded.

Colour: Brown dorsallyon headandbody shadingto whitish ventrally with small paleblue spotson body
andbasallyon caudalfin. Small darkbrown spotson lower sidemixed with blue,andblue linesradiating
from eye.Numerous close setsmall paleblue spotsor irregularlines on cheek.

Habitat and Biology: Occurs in shallow outerreefareas,often in the lowerreachesof thesurgezoneto
depthsof 10m. Omnivorous; feedingon algaeandawide variety of benthicanimals.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Canthigasteramhoinensisis oneof thefasterswimming speciesof thegenus.Theyhavearepelling
substancein their skin, whichprotectsthem from predators.
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Canthigasterjanthinoptera (Bleeker, 1855)

English Name: Honeycomb sharpnosed puffer Family: TETRAODONTIDAE
Local Name: Thijjehi thaakihaa koli Order: Tetraodontiformes
Size: Max.7.5 cm Specimen: MRS/0246/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 9-10(usually9) rays. Analfin with 9-10(usually9) rays.Pectoral
fin with 16-18 (usually 17) rays.

Colour: Brownish orangewith close setpaleblue-greenspots on headandbody andblue-greenlines
radiatingfrom eyes.A darkocellussometimes presentat base of dorsalfin. Fins largelyunmarked.

Habitat and Biology: Usually foundin caves.A cryptic species.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Canthigasterjanthinoprerais closely relatedto theHawaiianendemicC.jactator (Jenkins)and
the Tropical Eastern PacificC. punctatissirna(Gunther). Thesesmall pufferfishes (ortobies) enjoy some
freedomfrom predationas a resultof their repellingskin toxin.
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Lagocephaluslagocephalus (Linnaeus,1758)

English Name: Pelagic pufferfish Family: TETRAODONTIDAE
Local Name: Raagondi koli Order: Tetraodontiformes
Size: Max.60 cm Specimen: MRS/00l4/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 13-15 rays. Analfin with 11-13rays. Pectoralfin with 13-16 rays.
Body smoothexceptfor well developedspinuleson belly from chin to anus.In adults lowercaudalfin lobe
is longerthan upper.Caudalfin emarginate.

Colour: Adults dark green,brownishgrey, or blue dorsally,white below.Juveniles toabout 18 cm have
about9 uniform barson back from eye todorsal fin; dark spotson front and middle ofbelly and on side near
pectoralbasein fish lessthan 33 cm.

Habitat and Biology: Pelagic and oceanic,but occasionallycoming closerto reefs.

Distribution: Circumglobal in warm and temperateseas.

Remarks: Although Lagocephaluslagocephalusis not commonin Maldives,it is occasionally caughtwith
frigate tuna (Auxis thazard).Previouslyrecorded under thefamily Lagocephalidaein the Catalogueof
Fishes ofthe Maldives,Vol.1, page86. A highly poisonousfish. Is thoughtto have been responsiblefor
some casesof fatal fish poisoningin Maldives in the past.
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Lagocephalussceleratus(Forster,1788)

English Name: Silverstripepufferfish Family: TETRAODONTIDAE
Local Name: Giulhu koli Order: Tetraodontiformes
Size: Max. 85 cm Specimen: MRS/P0484/97

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 10-12 rays. Analfin with 8-11 rays. Pectoralfin with 15-18rays.
Bodyalmostsquarein cross-section.Bodyandcaudalpeduncle elongate,depressed.Spinuleson backextend
pastdorsalfin almost tocaudalfin. Caudalfin moderately lunate.

Colour: Dorsal surfacegreenishwith dark brown or blackspots.Belly white. A broad silver band along
sides frommouth tocaudalfin. A silverblotch in front of eye.Pectoral base and inside ofgill openingblack.

Habitat and Biology: Pelagicand oceanic,but occasionallycoming closerto reefs.

Distribution: Indo-WestPacific.

Remarks: Lagocepha/us sceleratusis oneof the largest speciesof the family. It is notcommon inMaldives.
Previouslyrecordedunderthefamily Lagocephalidae.A highly poisonousfish. Theskin, liver, andparticularly
ovariesof mostpuffer(perhapsall) speciescontainanextremelypotent alkaloid poisoncalled tetrodotoxin.
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Convict surgeonfish314
Coralhind 73
Coris hatuensis 262
Cornetfishes63 - 64
Coryphaenaequiselis 122
Coryphaena hippurus :.'
CORYPHAENIDAE 1��� - 123
Corythoichthyshaematoprerus60
Crescent-tailbigeye 111
Crimsonjobfish 166
Crown squirrelfish 55
Ctenochaetus hinotatus 316
Ctenochaetusstriatus 317
Ctenochaetusstrigosus 3/8

D

Dalatias /icha 29
DALATIIDAE 29
Damselfishes230 - 249
Dark-bandedfusilier 169
Darkfin hind 77
Dartfishes306 - 307
Dasc %�����aruanus 243
Dasc %�����carneus 244
Dascvllus trimaculatus245
Dash-dotgoatfish 186
Dawn goby 301
Decapterus macarellus  	"
Deep-reefchromis 235
Dendrochiruszebra 65
Desjardin’ssailfin tang 324
Diagrammapictum 172
Diana’shogfish 254
Diploprion bifasciatum 78
Disappearingwrasse 279
Divided wrasse276
Dogtoothtuna 335
Dolphinfishes122 - 123
Domino 245
Doryrhamphusexcisusexcisus 61
Doublespotted queenfish  	(
Driftfish 346
Dunckerocampusmultiannu/atus 62
Dusky wrasse267

E

ECHENEIDAE 119 - 120
Ecseniushicolor 294
Ecseniusminutus 295
Eightbargrouper 92
Elagatis bipinnulata /36
Elegantdartfish 306
Emperorangelfish 219
Emperor fishes176-181
Emperorred snapper159
Entomacrodusstriatus 296
Epihu/usinsidiator 263
Epinephelusareolatus 79
Epinephe/uscaeruleopunctarus80

Epinepheluschlonostigma81
Epinephelusfasciatus82
Epinephelusflavocaeruleus83
.�
���������������������� 84
.�
��������� Ianceolatus 85
.�
��������� ����
��
�
�� 
#
Epinephelusmacnospilos87
Epinephelusmenra 88
Epinephelus miliaris 89
Epinephelusmorrhua 90
Epinephelus multinotatus91
Epinephelusoctofasciatus92
Epinephelusongus 93
Epinepheluspolyphekadion94
.�
��������� retouti 95
Epinephelus ��
��������� 96
.�
��������� tauvina 97
Escolar327
Euthvnnusaffinis 334
EXOCOETIDAE 4/ - 42
Exocoetusmonocirrhus 41
Exocoetus volitans42
Exquisite wrasse260

F

Faintstripe cardinalfish   �
Fairy basslets105 - 107
Filefishes 	# � - 365
Fire dartfish 307
Fistularia commersonii63
Fistularia petimba 64
FISTULARIIDAE 63 -64
Flagtail 225
Flagtail triggerfish 359
Flyingfishes41 - 42
Forcepsfish 209
Forcipigerfiavissimus 209
Forcipiger longirostris � �
Fork-tailedthreadfinbream 182
Fourbar coralgoby304
Foursaddlegrouper 96
Fowleria punctulata 116
Freckledangler 36
Freckleddriftfish 346
Frigatetuna 333
Frogfishes36 - 38
/��
�
����  ��� '�  �
� 0�  #�� '�  #(

G

Galeocerdocuvier / 7
Gelatinouscardinalfish 1/7
GEMPYLIDAE 326 - 330
Gempy/us serpens326
GERREIDAE 17/
Genresovena 171
Ghost cardinalfish114
Giantangler 37
Giantgrouper85
Giant sweetlips 173
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Giant trevally 131
GLNGLYMOSTOMATIDAE 4
Gnathodonspeciosus 137
Gnatho/episanjerensis 303
Goatfishes186 - 188
Gobies30� - 305
GOBIIDAE 301 - 305
Gohiodoncitrinus 304
Gold-lined squirrelfish 51
Goldband fusilier 167
Golden hind 71
Golden trevally 137
Golden-striped soapfish 99
Goldflagjobfish � 65
Gomphosuscaeruieus264
Gracila aihomanginata 98
Gnammistes sexlineatus 99
Greasygrouper 97
Greenjobfish 146
Greenharred wrasse 269
Grey demoiselle241
Grey large-eyebream � 76
Grey reefshark 11
Groupers 68 - 109
Gymnoaesiogymnoptera 148
Gymnocraniusgriseus � 76
Gymnosardaunicolon 335

H

HAEMULIDAE 172- � 75
Half barred gohy 302
Halichoenescosmetus265
Ha/ichoenes leucoxanthus266
Halichoeresmargmatus 267
Halichoenesscapularis 268
Halichoeresvroliki 269
Hardyhead silverside 39
Harlequin sweetlips 174
Hawkfishes226 - 228
Headstripe cardinalfish �� 8
Heniigvmnusfasciatus 270
Hemigvmnus melapterus27�
Hemitaurichthys:oster ���
Heniochusacuminatus ���
Heniochusdiphreutes 213
Henjochusmonoceros 214
Heniochuspleurotaenia 2��
Hepinanchiasperlo 28
Her&/otsichthvsquadrimaculatus
HEXANCHIDAE 27-28
Hexanchusgriseus 27
Histrio histrio 38
HOLOCENTRIDAE 43- 59
Honeycombgrouper 88
Honeycomb sharpnosedpuffer
Honeyfin grouper 89
Humpback red snapper 154
Humphead wrasse258
Humpnosebig-eye bream 180

Hypoatherinatemminckii 40

I

Immaculate soldierfish 50
Indian bannerfish 215
Indian butterflyfish 20�
Indian dascyllus 244
Indian lionfish 66
Indian mackerel 337
Indian snapper 156
Indian triggerfish 352
Indian vagabond butterflyfish � 93
Indo-Pacific blue marlin 344
Indo-Pacific sailfish 342
Island trevally 129
Istiblenniuslineatus 297
Istigohiusdeconatus305
Istiophorus p/atypterus342
isurus oxvnhinchus26

J
Jacks 124 - 143
Jansen’s wrasse 286
Japanese snakeblenny 300
Jarbua terapon 224

K

Kashmir snapper 155
Katsuwonus pelamis336
Kawakawa 334
Kitefin shark 29
Klein’s butterflyfish � 96
Kuhlia mugil 225
KUHLIIDAE 225
KYPHOSIDAE 223
Kyphosuscinerascens 223

L

Labrichthys uni/ineatus 272
LABRIDAE 250- 289
Labroideshicoion 273
Labroidesdimidiatus 274
Labropsisxanthonota 275
Lactoria fonnasini 366
Lagocephaluslagocephalus 372
Lagocephalussceiei-atus 373
LAMNIDAE 26
Lancetfish 35
Lemon meringue wrasse 266
Leopard hind 72
Lepidocybiumflavobrunneum 327
Lepido:vgus tapeinosoma246
LETHRINIDAE � 76 - 181
Lethrinusconchviiatus 177
Lethrinus harak 178
Lethrinus rubrioperc ulatus � 79
Lieutenant surgeonfish 312
Lined rockskipper 297
Lined surgeonfish 311
Lined wrasse 250

3’
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Lionfishes65 - 67
Liopropomaafricanum 100
Loboressurinamensis170
LOBOTIDAE 170
Long-fin bannerfish212
Long-nosedbutterflyfish 210
Longbarbelgoatfish 187
Longnose filefish363
Longnose hawkfish227
Longsnout lancetfish35
Longspinegrouper86
Longtail tuna 341
Loxodonmacrorhinus 18
LUTJANIDAE 144 - 169
Lutjanusargentimaculatus 149
Lutjanus hengalensis150
Lutjanushiguttatus 151
Lutjanus bohar152
Lutjanusfulvus153
Lutjanus gibbus154
Lutjanuskasmira 155
Lutjanusmadras 156
Lutjanus monostigma157
Lutjanus rufolineatus158
Lutjanus sehae159

M

Mackeral scad135
Maco/or macularis 160
Macolor niger 161
Macropharyngodon hipartitus276
Madagascar butterIlyfish198
Madrassnapper156
Makaira indica 343
Makaira mazana 344
Maldive anemonefish233
Maldives blenny295
Mangroveredsnapper149
Many-bandedpipefish 62
Many-spined angelfish218
Martins 343 - 344
Maskedbannerfish2/4
Masked grouper98
McCosker’swrasse 278
Meiacanthussmithi 298
Melichthysindicus 352
Melichthysniger 353
Meyer’sbutterflyfish 200
MICRODESMIDAE 306 - 307
Midnight snapper 160
MONACANTHIDAE 361 - 365
Monotaxis grandoculis180
Moontail seabass 109
Moon wrasse 287
Moorish idol 309
Mozambiquelarge-eyebream 181
MULLIDAE 186 - 188
Mustelusmanazo 7
Mynipristis adusta43

Myripristis herndti 44
Mynipristis kuntee45
Mynipnistismelanosticta46
Mynipristismundjan 47
Myripristis pralinia 48
Myripristis violacea49
Mynipnistis vittata 50

N

Napoleonwrasse 258
Narrow-bandedspanishmackerel338
Nasobrevirostris 319
Nasohexacanthus320
Naso lituratus321
Naso vlamingii322
Naucrates ductor138
Nehniusferrugineus 4
Negaprion acutidens19
Nemateleotris decora306
Nemateleotris magnifica 307
NEMIPTERIDAE 182 - 184
Nemiprerusfurcosus182
Nemipteruszysron /83
Neoniphonauno/ineatus51
Neoniphon opercularis52
Neoniphonsammana53
Netfin grouper89
NOMEIDAE 346
Novaculichthystaeniounus277

0

Ocean triggerfish351
Oceanic whitetip shark14
Odonusniger 354
Oil fish 330
One spot demoiselle242
One-spotsnapper157
Orange spineunicornfish 321
Orangestriped triggerfish348
Orientalsweetlips 175
OSTRACIIDAE 366 - 367
Ostracion cubicus 367
Oval butterflyfish 205
Oxycirrhitestypus 227
Oxymonacanthus longirostris363

P

Pacific gregory 249
Painted sweetlips172
Palettesurgeonfish323
Panacaesiosondidus162
Panacaesioxanthurus 163
Paracanthurushepatus323
Paracheilinusmccoskeri278
Paracinrhitesforsteri228
Parapercis hexophthalma 290
Parapercismillepunctata 291
Parapercis schauins/andi292
Parapercis signata293
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Parupeneushanberinus 186
Parupeneusmacronemus187
Parupeneuspleurostigma188
Peacockdamselfish247
Peacockhind 70
Peacockwrasse 289
Pearly rockskipper296
Pelagicpufferfish 372
Pepperedcardinalfish 116
Pepperedsquirrelfish 56
Pervagon janthinosoma364
Philippine damselfish248
Picassotriggerfish 356
Pilot fish /38
Pineconesoldierfish 47
PINGUIPEDIDAE 290 - 293
Pinja/o /ewisi 164
Pinkstripedsquirrelfish 58
Pipefishes60 - 62
P/agiotremusrhinorhynchos299
Piectorhinchusa/hovittatus173
Plectorhinchus chaetodonoides174
Piectorhinchusvittatus 175
Plectropomusareo/atus 101
PlectropomusIaevis 102
Piectropomuspessuliferus 103
PLESIOPIDAE 110
Pogonopencaoceilata 104
Polydactyiussexfilis 185
POLYNEMIDAE 185
POMACANTHIDAE 216 - 222
Pomacanthusimperator 219
Pomacanthussemicirculatus220
Pomacanthusxanthometopon221
POMACENTRIDAE 230 - 249
Pomacentnuspavo 247
Pomacentrusphilippinus 248
Pompanodolphinfish 122
PRIACANTHIDAE 111
Priacanthushamnur Ill
Prionace glauca20
Pristipomoidesauricilla 165
Pristipomoidesfilamentosus166
Prometheanescolar328
Promerhichthysprometheus328
Psenescyanophnys 346
Pseudalutarius nasicornis365
Pseudamiage/atinosa � 17
Pseudanthiascooperi 105
Pseudanthiasevansi 106
Pseudanthias squamipinnis107
Pseudoha/istesfiavimarginatus355
Pseudochei/inus evanidus279
Pseudocheilinushexataenia280
Pseudocorisyamashiroi 281
Pseudodaxmoiucannus282
Pterocaesioch,ysozona167
Pterocaesio pisang 168
Ptenocaesiotile 169

Pterois miles 66
Prerois radiata 67
Pufferfishes368 - 373
Pygoplitesdiacanthus222

R

RACHYCENTRIDAE 121
Rachycentron canadum121
Racoon butterflyfish197
Rainbowrunner 136
Rastrel/igerkanagurta337
Red banded grouper82
Red cometfish 64
Red scalewrasse 26/
Red-spotted sandperch292
Red-tipped grouper95
Redaxilemperor 177
Redbarredcardinalfish 115
Redmouth grouper68
Redspotwrasse 281
Redtailfilefish 364
Redtailed pipefish60
Redtoothed triggerfish354
Reeftriggerfish 357
Regalangelfish222
Remoraremona 119
Remoras119 - 120
Remorinaalbescens120
Rexea prometheoides329
Rhabdamiacypse/una118
Rhincodon typus6
RHINCODONTIDAE 6
Rhinecanthus aculeatus356
Rhinecanthusrectangu/us357
Rhino filefish 365
Ringtail surgeonfish315
Rockmover wrasse277
Roving coralgrouper� 03
Royal escolar329
Rudderfish223
Rustyjobfish � 45
Ruvettus pretiosus 330

S

Sabre squirrelfish57
Saddlebackbutterflyfish 194
Samoan silverside40
Sandperches290 - 293
Sargassum frogfish38
Sargocentron caudimacu�atum 54
Sargocenti-on diadema55
Sargocentron punctatissimum56
Sangocentronspinifenum 57
Sargocentrontieneoides58
Sargocentronvio/aceum 59
Scalefinanthias 107
Scalloped hammerhead21
Scarlet frogfish36
Scarletsoldierfish 48

393

<<



Scarlet-breastedmoar wrasse 256
Schooling bannerfish213
Scolopsisauratus 184
Scomberoideslysan 139
Scomberomoruscommerson 338
SCOMBRIDAE 331 - 34�
SCORPAENIDAE65- 67
Scrawledfilefish 361
Sebaeanemonefish234
Se/arcrumenophthalmus140
Semicircularangelfish220
Seriolarivoliana 141
SERRANIDAE 68- 109
Seven-bandedsergeant-major230
Shadowfin soldierfish43
Sharks4 - 29
Sharpnosecave wrasse 288
Sharpnosesevengill shark 28
shortfinmako26
Shoulderbarsoldierfish 45
Sicklefin lemonshark 19
Side-spotgoatfish � 88
Silky shark 12
Silver biddy171
Silvergemfish329
Silver sprat 33
Silversides39 - 40
Silverspotsquirrelfish 54
Silverstreakanthias 105
Silvertip shark 9
Six-fingeredthreadfin � 85
Sixbar wrasse285
Sixblotch hind 74
Sixstripewrasse 280
Skipjacktuna 336
Sleekunicomfish 320
Slenderfusilier 148
Slendergrouper 69
Slender pinjalo164
Slenderthreadfinbream 183
Slingjaw wrasse263
Sliteyeshark 18
Small toothedjobfish 144
Smallspotteddart 142
Smith’s sabretoothblenny 298
Smoothbellysardinella30
Snakemackerel326
Snapper149 - � 66
Snooty wrasse257
Snubnose grouper87
Snubnose pompano143
Snubnoserudderfish223
Soldier turkeyfish66
Soldierfishes43 - 50
Sphynnalewini 21
Spot-nape butterflyfish202
Spot-tail sandperch290
Spotcheekemperor179
Spotfinsquirrelfish 53
Spottailshark 16

Spottedbutterflyfish 195
Spottedsurgeonfish 318
Spottedunicomfish 319
Spottedwrasse251
Spratei/oidesdelicatulus 32
Spnatei/oidesgracilis 33
Sprats30 - 33
Squaretail coralgrouper101
Squirrelfishes51 - 59
Starrytriggerfish 347
Starspotted smooth-houndshark 7
Stegastesfasciolatus 249
Stegostomafasciarum 5
STEGOSTOMATIDAE5
Stethojulis strigiventer 283
Stockyhawkfish 226
Strawberryhind 76
Streakyspotgrouper 86
Striatedsurgeonfish 317
Stripebellywrasse283
Sufflamenhursa 358
Sufflamenchrysoptenus359
Sufflamenfraenatus 360
Surgedemoiselle240
Surgeonfishes310 - 325
Sweetlips172 - 175
Swordfish 345
SYNGNAThIDAE 60- 62

T

Tawny nurse shark4
Teardropbutterflyfish 206
Teraponjanbua 224
TERAPONIDAE224
Tematechromis 237
TETRAODONTIDAE 368-373
Tha/assoma amblycephalum284
Thalassoma handwicke285
Thalassomajansenii 286
Thalassomalunare 287
Thicklip wrasse271
Thompson’ssurgeonfish 3� 3
Threadfin185
Threadfinbreams182 - 184
Threadfinbutterflyfish � 89
Three-bardascyllus 243
Threespot angelfish2/6
Threespotdascyllus245
Threshershark 25
Thumbprint emperor178
Thunnusaihacares 339
Thunnusobesus 340
Thunnustonggol 341
Tiger shark 17
Titan triggerfish 350
Tomatohind 75
Trachinotushai/lonii 142
Trachinotusblochii 143
Triaenodonobesus 22
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TRIAKIDAE 7
Triangularbutterflyfish 203
Triggerfishes347 - 360
Tripletail 170
Tropical two-wing flyingfish 42
Tubelip wrasse 272
Tunas331 -341
Two spot slenderhogfish 253
Two-barredsoapfish 78
Two-spotbandedsnapper151
Two-spot redsnapper152
Two-spotsurgeonfish3� 6
Two-spotwrasse 255
Twospotdemoiselle239
Twotonechromis 236

V

Vagabondbutterflyfish 207
Vaniolaaihimarginata 108
Variola /outi 109
Variegated shark5
Vermilion seabass73
Violet soldierfish 49
Violet squirrelfish 59
Vlaming’s unicomfish 322

w
Wahoo331
Wattsiamossambica18/
Wedge-tailsurgeon323
Weepingsandgoby 303
Wetmoreila nignopinnata288
Whaleshark 6
White remora 120
White-blotchedgrouper 9�
White-edgedlyretail 108
White-spottedgrouper 80
White-streakedgrouper 93
White-tail angelfish 217
Whitespottedpufferfish 368
Whitetip reefshark 22
Wirenetfilefish 362
Wrasses250 - 289

x
Xiphasiamatsuba,ai300
Xiphias gladius345
XIPHIIDAE 342 - 345
Xyrichthyspavo 289

Y

Yellow boxfish 367
Yellow headbutterflyfish 208
Yellow-edgedlyretail 109
Yellow-spotted trevally� 27
Yellow-stripemonoclebream 184
Yellowtail wrasse251
Yellowback anthias 106

Yellowback wrasse 275
Yellowfin fusilier 147
Yellowfin surgeonfish315
Yellowfin tuna 339
Yellowmargin triggerfish355
Yellowtail blue snapper163

z
ZANCLIDAE 309
Zancluscornutus 309
Zebra lionfish 65
Zebra shark5
Zebrasomadesjandinii 324
Zebrasomascopas 325
Zigzag wrasse 268
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PLATE 1

a. Carcharhinus amblyrhynchos b. Carcharhinussorrah

c. Galeocerdocuvier d. Sargocentronspiniferurn

e. Aethaloperca rogaa f. Anyperodonleucogrammicus

g. Cephalopholisargus h. Cephalopholisleopardus
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PLATE 2

a. Cephalopholisminiata b. Cephalopholissonnerati

c. Cephalopholisurodeta d. Epinephelusareolatus

e. Epinephelus caeruleopunctatus f. Epinepheluschiorostigma

g.Epinephelus fasciatus h. Epinephelusflavocaeruleus
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PLATE 3

a. Epinephelusfuscoguttatus b. Epinephelusmultinotatus

c. Epinephelusongus d. Epinephelus polyphekadion

e. Epinephelusspilotoceps f. Plectropomusareolatus

g. Piectropomuslaevis h. Plectropomou.spessuliferus
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PLATE 4

a. Variola albimarginata b. Varila louti

c. Carangoides orthogrammus d. Caranx ignobilis

e. Caranxlugubris f. Elagatisbipinnulata

g. Aphareusfurca h. Aphareusrutiians
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PLATE 5

a.Aprionvirescens b. Lutjanusbohar

c. Lutjanusfulvus d. Lutjanuskasmira

e. Lutjanus sebae f.Pristipomoidesfilamentosus

g. Lethrinusconchliatus h. Lethrinusrurioperculatus
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PLATE6

a. Chactodoncollare b. Chaetodon madaskariensis

c. Chaetodonoxycephalus d. Forcipigerfiavissimus

e. Forcipiger longirostris f. Apolemichthvstrimaculatus

g. Pomacanthusimperator h. Pygoplitesdiacanthus
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