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FOREWORD

The Bay of Bengal Programmeof the Food andAgriculture Organizatiorof the United Nations
are proud to beassociatedvith this important documentwhich is a catalogueof fishesin the
Maldives. The Messagefrom the President of théMaldives reflects the importancehe andthe
governmeniaccordto the subject.

The BOBP is committedto supportthe efforts of its member-government® promotefisheries
managementln the Maldives, we areassisting developmemf a model for participatory
community-basedntegratedreef resources management.

Essentialto sucha processis knowledgeof the rich fishresourcesof the Maldives. This
comprehensive well-illustrated catalogu#l be of great help tdishery scientistsaandofficials, to
fish exporters,studentsand tofishermen themselvebgesides servings an invaluablereference
book for researcheraroundthe world.

We complimentthe MarineResearchSectionof the Ministry of Fisheries andgriculture of the
Republic of Maldives, andthe scientistsand researchergnd artistswho made thismagnificent
publicationpossible We are sureit will promote the cause &fheriesmanagemenandeconomic
development inhe Maldives,besidesbeing auseful contributionto knowledge.

Dr. Kee-ChaiCHONG
Programme Coordinator
Bay of Bengal Programmeé FAD
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The productionof thisvolume wasa majotteameffortby the staff ofthe Marine Researcl$ection.
This work is largely basedon the previousfour Cataloguef Fishesof the Maldives; the efforts
of all contributorsto thoseearliervolumes are gratefully acknowledged.That this volume has
beenproducedatall is in large part the result of the work of Ibrahim Naeemwho sortedand
arrangedall specimensn the MRS collection, checkedidentifications, revised existingsheets
preparedchew onesfor new additions,and overseerthe whole productionof this work. Ahmed
Hafiz wrote most of the Dhivehi sections.Dr. R. CharlesAndersonpreparednuch ofthe English
text, andalso providedthe colourslidesfor the plates.Mostline drawingsfor new additionswere
preparedand many old line drawingswere redrawnby Ibrahim Faizan. Ibrahim Nadheehwas
responsiblefor layout andprovidedmuch editorial assistancehe and Fathimath Zeenzarriedout
most of theword-processingOther MRS staff members who have madentributionsto this
volume includeAjula RasheedHusseinZahir and HamidShafeeu.Mr. Ahmed Shakirkindly
assistedwith the layout.

This book containghe mostextensiveand comprehensivéhivehi text yet producedn thefishes
of the Maldives.It is therefore mosappropriatethat His ExcellencyPresidentMaumoonAbdul

Gayyoom,who haslong had aprofoundinterestin and concern fothe fish andfisheriesof our
country, hasprovided a Dhivehi messageWe are mostgrateful to him.

The Minister of FisheriesandAgriculture, the Hon. HassarSobir, provided muchencouragement

throughout. Funddor printing were generouslyprovidedby the Bay of Bengal Programme,a
regionalfisheriesdevelopmenprogrammebasedin Madras.
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External Features of Fishes
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INTRODUCTION

Thisvolume is acompilationandexpansiorof four earlierCataloguesf the Fishesof the Maldives.
Work on the first Cataloguestartedin 1986. At that time the first small volume of fishes was
producedby the Marine ResearctSectionofthe thenMinistry of Fisheries Subsequentlg further

3 volumeswere produced,eachbeing releasedon Fishermen’sDay. This day, December10th

celebrateshe vital and long-standingrole of fishermenin the life of the Maldives. It is therefore
appropriatehat thiscombined.enlargedindrevised edition shouldlsohe releaseanFishermen’s
Day. 1997.

The previous fourissuesof the Catalogueeachcoveredabout70 species, with285 speciesheing
coveredin all. This volume details a total of 370 species.Different speciesof one family were
sometimesincludedin more than one editionof the earlier CataloguesAll fishes of the same
family are now listed together.In addition, the order of presentatiorhas beenchangedo follow
the latestscientific findings (Nelson, 1994). As a resultthe snappersndfusiliers, which had been
treatedas separate familietn earliereditions,are heretreatedas asinglefamily (Lutjanidae) with
the fusiliers being relegatedo subfamily status(Caesioninae).Another family for which it is
useful to know the subfamiliesis the enormousgrouperfamily (Serranidae)which includesthe
fairy hasslets (Anthiinae)the groupersthemselves (Epinephelinaésibe Epinephelini),and the
soapfislies(tribesDiploprionini andGrammistini). Within families, speciesarelistedalphabetically.
irrespectiveof sublamilies.

A majoraim of thisvolume is to presentinformation in Dhivehi to a local audiencethat doesnot
have accessto more specializedliterature. In particular it should he of interestto studentsof
fisheries sciencandrelatedsubjects.lt also aimsto aid all usersn theidentification of commercial
fish species.To this endsome emphasihasbeenplacedon majorcommercialgroupssuch as the
groupersjacks, snappersand sharks.However,recordsare only includedhere when a specimen
(or photographof a large specimengenotedby a prefix P’ to the specimennumber)is held at
MRS. Sincethe MRS collectionis still far from complete,thereare some omissions evewithin
thesegroups.

The known fish faunaof the Maldives now standsat some1100speciesThis is doublethe number
of speciesthat was known from the Maldives prior to the formation of the Marine Research
Sectionin 1984. This leapin knowledgereflectsthe greatamountof work carriedout by the
Section,someof it in collaborationwith the World's foremost authorityon tropical reeffishes.
Dr. JohnE. Randall of the Bishop Museum,Hawaii. Thereare undoubtedlymanymore specieso
he found in Maldivian waters,and thegrandtotal is likely to exceed! 50() species.

Despitethis rich fish fauna.Maldives hasvery few endemicspecieqi.e. onesthat arefound here
and nowhereelse). Eventhe so—calledMaldive AnemonefishAmphiprionnigripesis found in the
Lakshadweemand Sri Lankaas well asMaldives. One speciedisted here that issofar knownonly
from the Maldives is the tiny Maldive Blenny.Ecseniusminutus.

It may seemstrangethat sofew endemicfishesarc found in Maldives.when sonicspecies appear
to move no morethana few metresor evencentimetreshroughoutheir adult lives. The answero
this riddle is to he found in the larval stage.All reeffisheshavewhat hasbeencalleda two-part
life history: adult andlarva. While adult reeffishesmay he boundto their coralhomes the larvae
are planktonicand free to drift with the currents.



The larvaeof most speciesdrift in the open oceanfor at least one week,andin some casegor
severalmonths.During this time theycan be carriedfor hundreds,if not thousandspf miles by
the oceancurrents.As aresult, the majority of Maldivian reeffishes (probablyabout 80%) have
very widedistributionsthat encompasshe entire Indo-westPacific or Indo-Pacific realm.

The IndianandPacific Oceanareconnectedh tropicallatitudesthroughthe Indonesian archipelago
and aroundthe north of Australia. Therefore,the larvae of reef fishesfrom the two oceanscan
mix. In contrast,the tropical Atlantic Oceanis isolatedfrom the warm waters of both the Indian
and Pacifidy wide expanse®f cold water. Thus the tropical fish faunaof the Indian and Pacific
Oceansare very similar, while that of the Atlantic is very distinct.

Interestingly, the latestresearchon both larval behaviourand Indo-Pacificreef fish taxonomy is
showingthat things may bemore complicatedhan this. During the lastice Age, whensealevels
were approximately120-1 30mi (400 ft) lower than they are today,the tropical Indian and Pacific
Oceanswere nearly separatedAs aresult, fish populationsin the two Oceansstartedto diverge.
Today most ichthyologists agreéhat many Indo-Pacific fish speciesshow differences between
their Indian and Pacific Ocean populations. In most caseghesehave beenconsideredto be
‘population’ differenceswithin a singlespecies.Now more detailedstudiesare being carriedout
(including studiesof geneticsand of the areasof populationmixing in the easternindian Ocean).
It is becomingclearthatsomefish that hadbeenconsideredo be widespreadhroughoutthe Indo-
Pacific are actually two distinct species.

In addition, recent studieson fish larvaehave shownthat they are not as helplessin the face of

oceancurrentsas wasearlier believed.Indeed, theycan swim againstthe currenttowardsareef
formany hoursand manytensof kilometeres. As such,thereis abasisfor consideringhatapparently
small differencesbetween regionapopulationsof widespread speciedo have taxonornic
significance.lt is thereforelikely that further studiesnay revealthat theMaldives doeshavean

evenmoreuniquefish faunathan thecui-rentlow numberof endemicswould suggest.

Maldivian fishermenfavour tunasand continueto exploit theseoffshorefishes,as theyhavedone
for centuries. Untilrelatively recently the only reeffishescaughtin any quantitywere the small
live haitfish which are neededto catchthe tunasby pole and line.During the last decadehis
situationhaschangeddramatically.Local demandfor reeffish hasgrown. in line with the growth
of resortsandof Male'. At the sametime, export marketshave boomed.

Reefshark stocksare now being fisheddown, as aresultof the high price paid for shark fins.
However, reef sharksalso havereal economicvalue as attractionsfor tourist divers.It has been
estimatedthat in 1992 divers spentUS$2,300,00Qust on visits to specific sharkwatchingdive
sites. Astourist arrivals increasethe potential earningsfrom reef sharks shouldncrease toohut
only aslong astherearestill sharksto be seen.

An exportfishery for live grouperstartedin 1993.This fishery too is already showingsignsof

overfishing, and it is possiblethat it could collapsewithin a few years. Such a collapsewould

result in enormouseconomiclossesto the country. The main marketsfor both sharkfins and

groupersare in the Chinese emporiaf EastAsia: in Singapore,Taiwan,Hong Kong andChina
itself. The economie®fall of thesecountriesand districtsarebooming. As adirect result,demand
for luxury goodsandfoods is also increasing enormously.

The Maldiveshasgaineda reputation amondivers and snorkellersas anoasisfor large fishes.In

manyothertropical countriessharks, grouperand otherreef fisheshavealreadybeenoverfished.
This has given Maldivian tourism a competitive edgein the diving market. It would be ironic

indeedif the Maldivian reefsharksandgrouperswerefishedto nearextinctionjustasthe Maldivian

tourist industry is reachingmaturity.



We live at apivotal time, whenmoreis being discoveredaboutthe naturalworld than evebefore,
but atthe same timemoreis beinglost thanevemefore. Without knowingvhatis here, it is almost
impossibldo initiate meaningful managememtndconservation activities his appliesparticularly
to marineorganismssuchas fish, which for too many peopleare “out of sight, out of mind.” It is
hopedthat this volume will in a very small way contributeboth towardsthe understandingf a
key componentof the Maldivian marineenvironment,andits conservation.



Nebriusferrugineus (Lesson, 1830)

English Name: Tawny nurse shark Family: GINGLYMOSTOMATIDAE
Local Name:  Nidhan miyaru Order: Orectolohiformes
Size: Max. just over3 m

Distinctive Characters: Body without ridges. Caudal fin about 30% of total length. Pectoral.dorsaland
anal finswith angularapices.Teethcompressedwith moderate centratuspandé—6 smallercuspson sides.

Colour: Brown, from tan to dark grey—brown. Palerbelow.

Habitat and Biology: Occursin shallowwatersfrom theintertidal zoneto adepth of at least 70 ni.Demersal

on coralandrocky reefs,n lagoonsandon sand flats Feedson avariety of bottom invertebrates, coral@nd
small fishes.Mainly nocturnal,often restingin cavesor underoverhangsy day. Ovoviviparous:numberof

young at least4 per uterus.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Four individualsof Nebriusferrugineus(of length 134—226cm in total length) were taken by
handline and longline by R.V. * during the reeffish resourcesurvey (Andersonand Ahmed,
1993, p.55). This is a tough andhardy sharkthatreadily survivesin captivity. N concolorRiippell. 1837 is
a synonym.



Stegostomdasciatum (Hermann, 1783)

English Name: Zebra shark, Variegated shark Family: STEGOSTOMATIDAE
Local Name: Faananiiyaru Order: Orectolobtormes
Size: To 3.5 mor more

l)istinctive Characters:Long caudalfin, abouthalf the total length. Small barbelson either side of smalll
mouth. First dorsal setwell backand muchlargerthan second. Prominentidgeson sides of body.

Colour: Adults palebrownwith dark spots.Juvenilesdark brown with vertical yellow stripes.

Habitat and Biology: Found on coralreefs.A rathersluggishshark. Strictly nocturnal;feedson molluscs.
seasnakescrustaceanandfish. Oviparous.

listribution: Indo-West Pacific.

Remarks:Stegostomalasciatumis not avery commonsharkin Maldives.but is occasionallyseenresting
on the bottom by div ers. This sharkis unaggressivevhen approached undewater. Several individuals
were takenby longline froni R.V. ‘Farumas’ (Andersorand Ahmed, 1993.p.55). Previouslyrecorded as
S. variumin the Catalogueof Fishesof the Maldives Vol. 3, page342.
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Rhincodon typus Smith, 1828

RHINCODONTIDAE

Orectolobiformes

Family:
Order:

EnglishName: Whale shark

Fehurihi

Local Name:

Size:

Rareabove 12 m: possibly to 21 iii

Distinctive Characters:With its hugesizeanddistinctive spotting. whale shark cannotbe confusedwith
any other species.Very wide, nearly terminal mouthwith numerousminute teeth. Very broad head.

Colour: Dark abovewith numerousnarrow whitish barand! rows of spots.Pale below.

Habitat and Biology: A pelagicfilter feeder, occurringsingly orin small schook,often nearthe surface.

Feedsnainly on plankton. sometimeson small pelagic crustaceansr small schoolingfishes.

Distribution: Circumtropical.

Remarks:Rhincodon typusis the largestliving fish. Despiteits largesize, it is notadiangerousspecies.lt is

sometimeseerby divers, normally during south-wesmonsoonoff the eastcoast,and duringthenorth-east
monsoon off the west coast. Nospecimenshave beercollected,or likely to he collected,but this species

havebeen seerby Fisheriesstaff occasionally.The whaleshark beingrare andendangeredis aprotected

speciesin the Maldives.
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Mustelus manazo Bleeker, 1854

EnglishName: Starspotted smooth-hourghark Family: TRIAKIDAE
Local Name: Hon'du miyaru Order: Carcharhiniformes
Size: Max. about1.2m

Distinctive Characters: A small, slendershark with headsomewhatflattened. Nasalflaps not reaching
mouth.No nasalgroovesMouth broadly angularFirst dorsalfin largewith origin in front of rearmargin of
pectorals. Secondorsalfin much largerthan anal. Ridge between dorsals.

Colour: Uniform grey orgrey-brownabove,light below.A seriesof small white spoton sides.

Habitat and Biology: Bottom dwelling in continentalwaters.Commonly close inshoreespeciallyon mud

and sandybottoms. Feedson small bottom fishes,molluscsand crustaceans. Ovoviviparousjumber of

young ! to 22; increasingnarkedlywith sizeof mother.

Distribution: Indian Ocearto Western NorthPacific.

Remarks: Mustelusnanazan theMaldivesis foundon outeratoll slopesn depthsof 100-200m. Specimens

here lackthe white spotdypical of this speciesin otherlocations.Previouslymisidentifiedas M. mosis.in
the Catalogueof Fishes othe Maldives, Vol.3, page350.
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Hemipristiselongatus (Klunzinger, 1871)
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EnglishName: Snaggletootishark Family: ~ HEMIGALEIDAE
LocalName:  Dhaiybulhimiyaru Order: Carcharhiniformes
Size: Toat least 2.3n; possiblyto2.4m, Specimen: MRS/P0376/92

DistinctiveCharactersA medium-sizedgharkwith blunt, roundedsnout.Teethabsent asymphysigmidline)
of lowerjaw. Lower teeth neasymphysislong andstrongly hooked. Upperteeth broahdcurvedwith both
edgesserrated Gill openingslong, the longest over three times elangth.

Colour: Grey; paletbelow.

Habitat and Biology: Occursin coastal waterstdepthsup to 30 m. Feedson inshorepelagicand bottom
fishes. Viviparouswith ayolk-sac placentef-8 young petitter.

Distribution: Indo-WestPacific.

Remarks: Hemipristisc/ongatusappearso be rarein Maldives.The only knownrecordsofar is asetofjaws
seenon a R. Maduvarishark-nettinglhoni operating inHaaAlifu Atoll. Thejaws were savecby one of the
crewonly becauséne had neveseerthis species beforeThisalsoappeardo have beethe first recordfrom
an oceanicisland.
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Carcharhinus albimarginatus (Ruppell, 1837)

English Name: Silvertip shark Family: CARCHARHINIDAE
Local Name: Kattafulhi miyaru Order: Carcharhiniformes
Size: Max, 3 m Specimen: MRS/P0311/88

Distinctive Characters: Snoutmoderatelylon@ndbroadly roundedUppetrteethbroadlytriangular. Second
dorsalfin with a baselessthan twice height. Ridge betweendorsalfins.

Colour: Greyabove pale below. First dorsalpectoral,pelvic and caudalfins with extremelyconspicuous
white tips andposterior margins.

Habitat and Biology: Occurs inshore andoffshorefrom the surfaceto a depth of800 m. Feedson both
bottom and pelagicfish, including rays and cephalopods. Viviparousyith a yolk-sacplacenta;number of
young ! to 11 perlitter, often5 to 6.

Distribution: Tropical Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Carcharhinus albimarginatus said to be very aggressiveand individuals oftenhaveevidence
of combatscars. This sharkis potentially dangerous tpeople. Rarely seenby divers inthe Maldives,
althoughthere have beeregularsightingsat two sitesin An Atoll.
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Carcharhinus altimus (Springer, 1950)

English Name: Bignose shark Family:  CARCHARHINIDAE
Local Name: Mendhan miyaru Order: Carcharhiniformes
Size: Max. 3 m Specimen: MRS/03801/92

Distinctive Characters: A large, fairly slendershark. Snout moderately long andbluntly pointedtorounded.
Upperteethserratedproadly triangulaand erectin front of mouth, Lower teeth narrow and finely serrated.

A distinct skin ridgebetweerdorsalffins. First dorsafin moderately large anfélcate, with origin over inner
marginsof pectoralfins. Pectoralfins long andnot stronglyfalcate.

Colour: Grey, white below. Fin tips dusky (except pelvic).White markingson flank inconspicuous.
Habitat and Biology: A commonoffshore,bottomdwelling sharkusuallyfound in deepemwater nearthe
edge ofthe continentaland insular shelvesin depthsbetweerf0 to 430 m. Feeds mainlyn fishes, other
sharks,sting raysand cuttle fish. Viviparous, number ofoung per litter3 to 15,

Distribution: Circumtropical.

Remarks: Although Carcharhinusaltimusis consideredo be abottom dwelling shark, in Maldivesit is
mainly caughton pelagiclonglines. Interestinglyit seemso be caughtonly at night (‘mendhan’'means

midnight) overareassuchas A/i huraskandu’ wherewaterdepthsare within its range suggestinghat this
speciesis adiurnal vertical migrator.

e
-
5 oy ¥ ¥
" £ = #
Fpas FegiE cgiieka FRIFila arislt -
- bkl =
L}

» o & » ool S gl - - - g @ o & -
il i i il 30 el o ¥o
- - - - - =
- e ¥ * sl
_rs ',r .:_:-_;.J- FH:;;’_J .f;ﬂ'r.:.:-l‘:"::' '..:r.: ‘j_:'.;!.rl};.n‘"j .ﬂ;’.ﬂ',ﬁ; .:i.r: .r.:-..;-l' .n:;'.l"ll'
- - - - + F @ Pt
¥ - Fom d j\.: - @ - F o I.-- PR P N FEE T TR T T
S o A o ,:' O L il i P Fy AFla RS 4R Fa R R " FEE e @
# - - - - > & e
kel I-:-_l# e o § el r FRs A ¥ owd - - £ A A S
N I 1 A R e e R R AR e Ee R K A - o, L '.Fir'.!'i‘.-i'.-i'-d'-:*'ri
- - - - - e
- - F O [ & F & e Ld @& RN o e Tl
P e e g e '.F..-..i‘-,.’ L .il;-l,j_,a' e e e
- - - - &
ol il L LA R, ) Ead dd EE L - LR e Ll
" P wr B i BP AR RSP -il'-l#-'l'..l'- SR RN i
- = - & - # —
R ddLE ¥ & N I c'ﬁ..l r-r'}.-l W - N
AL A PE Pl FaA S FaR AR SEREF PP EEF FASEFE AT EE A
= & =1 - et o wr e - - g
* *
RV L33 SELGEEE Ly Emas -EEREIIZIZ ZEp. 3 ZnePill JECN-GRE ~RED
-



Carcharhinus amblyrhynchos (Bleeker, 1856)
PLATE la

English Name: Grey reef shark Family:  CARCHARHINIDAE
Local Name: Vahboa miyaru Order: Carcharhiniformes
Size: Commonto 1.6 m; max. 1.9 m

Distinctive Characters: A moderate-sizedfairly stocky shark. Snout broadly rounded. Upper teeth serrate,
narrowly triangular.Ridgeon back present aabsent,24-28 teeth injaws.Anterior nasaflaps verylow.

Colour: Greyabove pale belowTrailing edge ofcaudalfin broadly blackish. Uppepartof trailing edge of
first dorsalfin narrowly whitish(in Indian Ocearindividuals).

Habitat and Biology: Common on upper part of outemreefslopesto depthsof about100 m or more. Feeds
mainlyon bony fishes,occasionallyon cephalopodsind crustaceansViviparous, with a yolk-saplacenta;
numberof youngper litter 1 to 6.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks:Carcharhinusannblyrhynchoss oneof the commonestreef shark inMaldives, andit is this
specieghat is normally seerby diversat shark feedingstations.Grey reefsharksin the IndianOcearis far
lessaggressiveéhanthosein the Pacific. This, combined with smaldlifferencesn colourationanddentition,
has ledsometo suggestthatthey might be two seperatespecies.

= P o -
LN
-
F - e & - El - - o Dl o o sl i o o
AR i '.f'.rj.F_“ A A . e - e B o i e i -
- - - - - - -

A @F FMH CFEH &4 FF -:J.- ey ol F a i & R @ s # mi  Ed
A P R e SR R e Par B g R '_.lll..ll.--i"_,.ull i R GF R e i
v - - - - a - -

AN @ & FAET EFS Ll T il IF s WFE LEd s & B i i e wE w
:’-i'.u-*i‘ -ul':?rl'l"-l"ll- o R i '_r.--'.-:g..l' = S R e B R W e B U R e o
& - - - - -
|-.r.--|-1-j_.d N F i F AR T E@dE B OFE FEF AFE S @D F dds B FF
A AR .:-: e J'..: B N o o SN | o o
- - -
i wl® L L ¥ i .
S e -i'-ﬂ'.nlvl#j‘ _:.I'Jr' ..:J'\-ll e -I".F'-I'f
- - -
o g @ f ®oE RS - 2 @l P - & - L I -
A e g e .;..-".-;,J R -F‘.jl-d.l' L N =
- o o T # - - & W @ =
- i - *Foa e gl g e @S S s a4 & "o & Ty ]
% JJ'"_"-" '-_l."'_fJ'J jJ..I“'f S -;‘.J'-i' R ---i'--i‘.nl'l'_.fI TrpEE -"ﬂ' :-ll'l""-l'-:l J':;';l' F e
=
- -

- w L R i - R gTqr B T ] -
-}nrr;ﬂ.- .:..FF _ﬂ'...c-'.n.: - .F'J_J'J"L e # .}.’L.l-—"x .F'}_.f:l. _F,.F".I_.F'I"j.ﬂ'r.f -

o
"l * - # =
w5 BIEl. ZREE.i 23330 AI5z2 22; 225 23 2E. 1M5Es 20
z 5 2 o nd 2 2
ol al L - W . L i * E *
ASFEgzazizal EsEIN.Y LGEARE NR. 22 A2 E3rR Fliziad
o gl 7 - :

il F s i - - g FE o g b F R il.::-l- LI R
'Jg.r-m ;!_..l'_,: .ﬂ.ﬂ-..-..-i",l;!.l. o g __,:lr .l'.r"_r'f - ,.-‘.'f l‘-".!::._lrni"

:



Carcharhinusfalciformis (Bibron, 1839)

English Name: Silky shark Family: CARCHARHINIDAE
Local Name:  Oivaali miyaru, Ainu miyaru Order: Carcharhiniformes
Size: Max. 3.3 m Specimen: MRS/P0312/88

Distinctive Characters: A large, relatively slender shark. Snout moderately long and pointed. Origin of
first dorsal fin behindthe rear ofpectorals. Secondorsallow with long posterioextensionPectorallong
and pointed. Ridge betweemnlorsals.

Colour: Grey, palebelow.

Habitat and Biology: Inhabits oceanicwaters nearand beyond continental slopes,but alsofound in coastal
waters. Usually nearthe surfacebut also found at depthsto 500 m. Feedsmainly on fishes,squidsand
octopods.Viviparouswith a yolk-sacplacenta;2-4 youngper litter.

Distribution: Circumtropical.

Remarks: Carcharhinusfalciformis is the commonestoceanicshark in Maldivian waters. The Dhivehi

name ‘Oivaali miyaru refers to thehabit of smallindividuals of swimming beneath drifting objectsThe
name‘Ainu miyaru'refersto its habit of swimmingwith tuna schools.
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Carcharhinus limbatus (Valenciennes 1839)

English Name: Blacktip shark Family: CARCHARHINIDAE
Local Name:  Thun hima miyaru Order: Carcharhiniformes
Size: Common to 1.5 m; max. 2.5 m

Distinctive Characters: A medium-sized fairly stocky shark. Long snout,its length about equal to mouth
width. Upperandlowerteethnearly symmetricaland similar, with erectnarrow cuspsand serrateedges.
First dorsalfin pointedand with origin roughly level with pectoralinsertions.

Colour: Grey withbrassy sheerpalebelow. Blackon tips to dorsalfins, pairedfins, analfin, lowercaudal
lobe and on leading edges afaudalfin.

Habitat and Biology: Occurs in coastal aswell asoffshore surfacewaters.Fastmoving, sometimeseaping
out of water. Feedsnainly on schoolingfishes,occasionallyon crustaceanand cephalopods. Viviparous,
with a yolk-sac placentanumber ofyoung per litter 1-10, commonly 4-7,

Distribution: World-wide in tropical and subtropical waters.

Remarks: Carcharhinus limbatus has sofar been recordeéh Maldives only from LaamuAtoll. Four
specimensveretakenthereby R.V. ‘Farumas’ duringthe ReefFish ResourcesSurvey. It would seemto be
one of thosespeciesthatis commonesin the south.
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Carcharhinus longimanus (Poey, 1861)

English Name: Oceanic whitetip shark Family:  CARCHARHINIDAE
Local Name: Feemiyaru, Feeboamiyaru Order: Carcharhiniformes
Size: Max. possibly 3.9m Specimen: MRS/P0313/88

Distinctive Characters: A large, stocky shark. Snout short and broadly rounded. Teethin upper jaw broad,
triangularandserratedFirst dorsalfin verylarge andoroadly roundedPectoralfins very long androunded.
Ridgebetween dorsals.

Colour: Greyabove, palebelow. Tips of first dorsal,pectoralsand lowerlobe of caudal white.Black
markingson posterioffins particularly noticeablén young.

Habitat and Biology: Occurs in oceanicwaters but also occasionallyin coastalwaters.An apparently
sluggish speciesoften accompanietly pilot fishes. Feedsnainly on fishes and squids.Viviparous with
yolk-sacplacenta;number of litter! to 15 with largerfemaleshaving larger litters.

Distribution: Circumtropical.
Remarks:Carcharhinus longimanusis a commonoceanic shark.It is readily distinguishedfrom other

white-tippedsharksby its large roundedins. A potentiallydangeroussharkwith a few attack=n record,
but normally unlikely to comeinto contact withman.
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Carcharhinus melanopterus (Qouy and Gaimard, 1824)

English Name: Blacktip reefshark Family: CARCHARHINIDAE
Local Name: Uraha kalhu miyaru, Falhu miyaru Order: Carcharhiniformes
Size: Max. 1.8 m

Distinctive Characters: Snout short androunded, Teetlin uppelfjaw serratedwith narrow angledpoints.
Seconddorsalfin high, its baselessthan twice its height. No ridge betweendorsalfins.

Colour: Paleyellow brown. Fins with blacktips. A conspicuougpale bancdn flank.

Habitat and Biology: Occurs inshore on continental and insular shelves;prefersshallow water on and
around coralreefs to depthsof 30 m or less. Feedson small fishes and cephalopodgiviparous with
yolk-sacplacenta; number ofyoungper litter2 to 4, usually 4.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Carcharhinus melanopteruss a shallow water speciesand so is seenby snorkellersand

beachwalkeranore commonlythan any othershark. It is also taken morefrequently by gill nets setin
lagoonsthan other sharkspeciesin the Pacific there have beaome case®f attackson lower limb of

peoplewading inshallows.Oneindividual was takenby R.V. Farumas'nearK. lhuru.
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Carcharhinus sorrah (valenciennes1839)
PLATE Ib

English Name: Spottail shark Family: ~ CARCHARHINIDAE
Local Name: Dhon miyaru Order: Carcharhiniformes
Size: Max.about1.6 m or more Specimen:MRS/P0318/88

Distinctive Characters:Snoutmoderatelylong and pointed. Upperteeth serrated triangularand angled
posteriorly. Anterior nasal flapswith a short slender,narrow lobe, Seconddorsalfin low with long free
margin; lengthof base morghan twice fin height. Ridgebetweendorsal fins.

Colour: Palegrey. Black spoton lowercaudallobe, alsoon seconddorsaland pectoraltips. A conspicuous
white bandon flank.

HabitatandBiology: Occursin inshore andsometimesffshorewaters;often found aroundcoral reefsat
depthsup to 140 m. Feedson small bonyfishes and cephalopodsViviparous, with a yolk-sacplacenta;
number ofyoung3 to 6 per litter.

Distribution: Indo-WestPacific.

Remarks:Carcharhinus sorrahis notseenvery often in Maldives. But individualsare occasionallycaught
inor neaithe atolls while handlining at night. This speciesappeargo live nearthe bottom andits noticeably
palecolourationmay be ausefulcamouflageon sandy bottoms.
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Galeocerdocuvier (PeronandLeSueur,1822)

EnglishName: Tiger shark Family: ~ CARCHARHINIDAE
Local Name: Femunumiyaru Order: Carcharhiniformes
Size: Max.7.4 mor more Specimen: MRS/P0314/88

Distinctive CharactersBody large and fairlystout. Short,blunt snout.Forepartstout, buthindpartsmore
slenderLow keelon eitherside of caudalpeduncleDistinctive teeth(seeillustration). Upper labiafurrows
very long extending tront of eyes.Spiracle present.

Colour: Grey. Dark spotsand stripeson sideswhichfade with growth.

Habitatand Biology: Occursin inshore aswell as offshorewaters,nearthe surface and bottom. Roracious

indiscriminatepredator feedingn all kinds of fish, marine mammals, turtles, sea birds, sea snhakes,
cephalopodsmolluscsand crustaceansgs well as carrion and garbage Ovoviviparous;size of litters very
large, 10 to 82, This speciesmay matureat between4 to 6 yearsold.

Distribution: Circumtropical.

Remarks:Ga/eocerdauvier is one ofthe mostdangeroussharks.It attacks diversswimmersand even
boats.Certainly the tiger sharkhas theworstreputationas a man eater amongsdtopical sharks.
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Loxodon macrorhinus Muller andHenle, 1839

English Name: Sliteye shark Family: CARCHARHINIDAE
Local Name: Hikandhi thun miyaru Order:  Carcharhiniformes
Size: Max. about 95 cm Specimen:MRS/P0330/88

Distinctive CharactersA small,slendeishark. Snoutlong andfairly pointed.Largeeyes withcharacteristic
posterior notchOrigin of second dorsdln aboveendof analfin. Pectoralssmall. Usually no ridge between
dorsalsbutpreanalridgespresent.

Colour: Greyish to brownish without a prominent colour pattern.

Habitatand Biology: Occursin tropical, coastalgclearwaters,nearthe surfaceandbottom; at depthsfrom
71080 m. Feedson small bonyfishes,crustaceansnd cephalopodsViviparous,with a yolk-sacplacenta;
numberof young 2-4 peiitter.

Distribution: Indo-West Pacific.

Remarks: Loxodonmacrorhinusappeargo becommonin atoll basins.Not usedin Maldives.This species
is of commercialimportance irsomeotherareasas food especially insouthernindia. Harmless tgeople.
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Negaprionacutidens (Ruppell, 1837)

English Name: Sicklefin lemon shark Family: CARCHARHINIDAE
Local Name: Falhu femunu Order: Carcharhiniformes
Size: Max. 3.1 m Specimen: MRS/0375/92

Distinctive CharactersA largestocky shark with broadshort snout, Largepointed fins; seconddorsal
nearlyas largeas first. Teethnarrow and smoothedged, but fine serrationgpresenton upperteethof large
individuals.

Colour: Generallyyellowish brown, palerbelow, with plain fins.

Habitatand Biology: Occursin shallow inshoreand offshore watersnear the bottom. Often aroundtoral
reefsand sandyplateausnear coralat depthsdown to atleast30 m, Feedson bottom dwelling bony fishes
including porcupinefishesand sting rays.Viviparous, 1-13 pups pelitter.

Distribution: Indo-Westand centralPacific.

Remarks: Negaprionacutidensis notparticularlycommonin the Maldives.lt is prized by fishermenas it

yield meat,fine looking jaws, and large fins. Potentially aggressivend dangerousif provoked,as the
Dhivehi namesuggestg‘Falhufemunu’meandagoontiger shark).
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Prionaceglauca (Linnaeus,1758)

English Name: Blue shark Family:  CARCHARHINIDAE
Local Name:  Andhun miyaru Order: Carcharhiniformes
Size: Max.3.8m Specimen: MRS/P0315/88

Distinctive Characters: A slender shark with long snout and long pointed pectorals. No spiracles.Baseof
first dorsalclosetto pelvic thanpectoral origins. Weak keel on either sidesof caudal peduncle.

Colour: Deepblue above,pale below.

Habitat and Biology: Oceanic,epipelagic,from the surfaceto atleast 220 m depth.It prefers relatively
cool water at7°Cio 16°Cput can tolerate warmewaters. Feed®n bony fishes, smalkharks, squids,
pelagiccrustaceanand occasionally sdards andcarrion. Viviparous,with a yolk-saglacenta; numbeof
young 4 to 135 perlitter.

Distribution: Circumglobalin temperateand tropical waters.

Remarks: Prionaceglaucais probablythe widest ranging chondrichthyianputit is not verycommonin
the Maldives.lIt is known to undertake londistanceof migrationsand show somedegreeof sexual
segregation95% of blue sharksin Maldivian watersaremales.A dangerousharkwith severalattackson
peopleandboatson record.
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Sphyrnalewini (Griffith and Smith, 1834)

EnglishName: Scallopedhammerhead Family: CARCHARHINIDAE
Local Name: Kaaligandumiyaru Order: Carcharhiniformes
Size: Max.4.2 m Specimen:MRS/P0317/88

Distinctive CharactersHeadhammer-shapedroad ‘hammer’ headwith medianand lateraindentations.
First dorsal origin slightly behind pectoral insertionPosteriormargin of eye roughly level with front of
mouth, Margin of pelvicfins nearlystraight.

Colour: Greybrown abovewhite below.

Habitat and Biology: Offshore, oceanicbut comescloserto continentaledge and occasionally enters
enclosedays.Young form largetrue schoolsut adults mainlysolitary or in pairs.Feedsn pelagicfishes,
crustaceansnd cephalopods. Viviparousjumber ofyoung 15 to 31 per litter.

Distribution: Circumtropical.

Remarks:There are possibly threespeciesof hammerheadsvhich occur in the Maldives. But Sphyrna
lewini is the only onethat has beendefinitely recorded anaonfirmed from here to date. Large schools
observedy diversnearA. Rasdhocanda few othesites. Previouslyrecorded undethe family Sphymidae.
Potentially dangerouto people.
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Triaenodon obesus (Ruppell, 1837)

EnglishName: Whitetip reef shark Family: CARCHARHINIDAE
Local Name: Olhufathi miyaru Order: Carcharhiniformes
Size: Commonto 1.6 m; max,2.1 m

Distinctive Characters:Body relatively slender. Snout broadand short - shorterthan width of mouth.
Threepointedteeth. Base of first dorsalfin closer topelvics than pectorals.Seconddorsal fin large, its
height over halfthat of first dorsalfin.

Colour: Greyishbrown abovepale below. White tips to first dorsaland uppercaudallobe.

Habitatand Biology: Occursin coastal cleawaters,usually in and around coregefsat depthsdown to at
least330 m. Feedson wide variety ofreeffishes, butalsocephalopodsind large crustaceansViviparous,
with I to 5 youngper litter(commonly?2 or 3).

Distribution: Indo-Pacificand Eastern Pacific.

Remarks:Triaenodonohesusis one of the most commonof Maldivian sharks. It is commonlyseenby

divers, ofterrestingon bottom. Mostactive at night. Previouslyrecordedunderthe family Hemigaleidae.
Sevenindividualsare takenby R.V. ‘Farumas’in North Male’ Atoll.
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Odontaspisferox(Risso, 1810)

EnglishName: Small tooth sandtiger shark Family: ODONTASPIDIDAE
Local Name: Theyo miyaru, Meedhaaiyaru Order: Lamniformes
Size: Max.3.6 m Specimen: MRS/0402/92

Distinctive Characters:A large, bulkyshark. Snout moderatelylongatedand roundly conical. Eyes
moderatelylarge. Distinctive, long, narrow sharp teethwith 2 cuspletson each side.Typically 4
(sometimes3) rows of small teethon eachsideof uppeljaw betweenlargeanteriorand lateralteeth.

Colour: Grey; palebelow. May be spotted.

Habitatand Biology: Occurs in deep continental and insular shelves and upper sébpEpths of
13-420 m. Feedson small bonyfishes, squidsand shrimps.Takes smalleand possiblyless activeprey.
Reproductionis unknownin this speciesbut presumablypvoviviparous.

Distribution: Temperate anttopical waters.

Remarks:Odontaspisferoxs sometimegaughtby bottom-setillnets laid down at the reefslopes.More
commonlyit is caughtby deep vertical long lineset outsidethe atolls for spiny dogfish (‘kashi mivaru
keyolhukan’). Its Dhivehi namesincludes Theyomiyaru’ (0il shark,on accountof its large liver)and
‘Meedhaamiyaru’ (rat shark,on accountof its appearance)Not implicatedin attackson people.
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Alopiassuperciliosus (Lowe, 1839)

English Name: Bigeye threshershark Family: ~ ALOPITDAE
LocalName: Loabodkandi miyaru Order:  Lamniformes
Size: Max.4.6m

Distinctive Characters: A large shark, with enormousuppercaudallobe,roughly equal tathe lengthof the
rest of theshark, Deepgrooveon eachside of the nape;profile of headdistinctly intendedvereyes. Eyes
very large,extendingontodorsal surface othead.First dorsalfin much larger thansecond.

Colour: Purplish-greyabove, lightebelow. Light ventral colourationnot extending ovepectoralfin bases.

Habitat and Biology: Oceanic,in depthsto 500 m. Feedson pelagic andbenthicfishes,also on squids.
Ovoviviparous,with uterinecanibalism,number ofyoungusually? per litter butsometimesup to 4.

Distribution: Circumglobalin warm seas.

Remarks: Alopias supcrciliosuss readily distinguishedfrom the other speciesof threshersharksby its
peculiarheadshapelt wasfirst recordedrom Maldivesby USSRresearchessels(Gubanov,1978).
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Alopiasvulpinus (Bonnaterre,1788)

EnglishName: Threshershark Family:  ALOPIIDAE
Local Name: Kandi miyaru Order: Lamniformes
Size: Max. 5.5m or more

Distinctive Characters: A largeshark,with enormouauppercaudallobe, at leastaslongasrestof shark. No
grooveson nape; profile of head notindented.Eyesmoderately large aneixtendingonto dorsalsurface of
head.First dorsalfin much largerthan second,and locatedjust behind pectoralfin insertions.

Colour: Dark aboveand abruptly white below, White areaextendsover pectoralfin bases.

Habitat and Biology: Coastaloverthe continentaland insular shelvesandepipelagicfar from land.Young
often closeinshore.Feedsmainly on schooling fishes, butlso on cephalopodsnd pelagic crustaceans.
Ovoviviparousand apparentlya uterinecanibal,number ofyoung 2-4 perlitter.

Distribution: Circumglobal in warm seas.

Remarks:Alopias vulpinuswasfirst recordedrom Maldivian offshorewatersby USSRresearch vessels.
(Gubanov,1978).1t occursregularlyin offshore sharklongline catches, an@ also on veryrare occasions
seenby diversnearthe atolls.
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Isurus oxyrinchus Rafinesque 1809

EnglishName: Shortfin mako Family: LAMNIDAE
LocalName: Woshimasmiyaru Order: Lamniformes
Size: Commonto 2m; max.4m Specimen: MRS/P0310/88

Distinctive Characters: Body moderatelyslender. Conicapointedsnout.Caudalfin lunate. Caudapeduncle
extremely broad andell developedPectoralfins distinctly shorterthan head.

Colour: Darkblue-greyabove white below.

Habitat and Biology: Oceanicandcoastalusuallyin surface waterslownto 152 m. Feedsn schoolingfish,
usingits slender andsharply pointedteeth. Also attacks sharksd billfishes. Ovoviviparous without
yolk-sacplacentapnumberof pups per litte® to 16.

Distribution: Temperatandtropicalwaters.

Remarks:lsurusoxyrinchusis an extremelyfast andpowerful shark, asits noticeably broadaudalpeduncle
suggestslt is apotentiallydangeroushark. Thelongfin mako(l. paucus GuitarManday,1966)is very similar

in appearance biias ablunter snoutandpectoralfins longerthan the head;it probablyoccursin Maldivian
waters but has noget beenrecorded.

> o >
D 3 p
- -

-I-J-I o P T T - -
R e g ke P B o F R ae T R e
=

-
s
|5
L
W
ki
W
LY
LT3
e
LY
":1
Y
U 1 ]
am t
‘Q. k'
LT
i t"':l ‘l.:t
I“ "I:." 1:=I
I:.h .: . LTS
L)
by ha N
LT, TR
L2 1'.\- 'lq‘ 1.':
L]
N
0o
b I
P ::
|,|'i L1 |
. ""I
{:
y
W
E"
-
B
T
L

1y Wy
T
s
!: ]
"y
®
)
B
L1
Y
'Eu.
P
i
E—:
L *
"
%
bu
":r:-

& § ¥ a8 & - & o T T R | & 4 @i 8 SF; @
g e G o B Fe aF R A R oS EaE T e Fer B
- - a
Bowa wa m ol w o w
ST A e B R S
- - a -

daEs FFF -
Eera War g amm W

- - -
i ARy e @rs @sd W B L W mad @RS A BrAmEs

'_.i'.rll,,ll'.ﬂ-.ll'\-l-r_,ui_.i"_r.d' g g e T il e ol g PPl _:l

¥ -

- -

a - - a - £

26



Hepiranchiasperlo (Bonnaterre 1788)

R et
EnglishName: Sharpnossevengillshark Family: HEXANCHIDAE
LocalName:  Thundhigumadumiyaru Order: Hexanchiformes

Size: Max. [.4m

Distinctive Characters: Headwith 7 gill slits. Headand snout vergarrow. Eyesverylarge.Single dorsafin.
Largecomb-like lowerteeth,theirinneredgeswith afew short cuspletdutno serrations.

Colour: Dark. Blacktips todorsalanduppercaudal,especially prominent young ones.

Habitat and Biology: Benthic, on the continentaland insular shelvesand upperslopes.Depths usually
between27-720m. But sometimes in shallowevatercloseinshoreanddown to 1000 m.Ovoviviparous,
numberof young9 to 20 perlitter.

Distribution: Widespreadin temperatendtropical waters.

Remarks: Onespecimerof Heptranchiasperl@4.2 kg) wascaughtby bottomtrawl in 240m near A.Thoddo
on22.8.83bythe NorwegianresearctvesseDr. ‘FridtjofNansen’.Reportecby Stromme (1983).
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Hexanchusgriseus (Bonnaterre 1788)

English Name: Bluntnosesixgill shark Family: HEXANCHIDAE
Local Name: Madu miyaru Order: Hexanchiformes
Size: Max.4.8m

Distinctive Characters: A large, heavy bodiedshark with six gill slits. Smalleyes.Broadheadwith rounded
snout. Single dorsalfin. Sixrows ofcomb-liketeeth oneachsideoflowerjaw, eachwith inner edgeserrated.

Colour: Usually dark grey.

Habitat and Biology: Benthic or pelagic, on the continental and insular shelvesand upperslopes. Depths
from surfaceto at least1875 m.Young often closeinshore. Adults in deeperwater below 91 m. Feedson a
wide range ofmarine organismsincluding other sharks, rays,bony fishesand carrion. Ovoviviparouslijters
very large, 22-108.

Distribution: Widespreadin temperate and tropical waters.

Remarks: Hexanchugriscusis commonly‘caughtinthe fishery for deepwater spirtpgfish, ‘kashimiyaru
keyolhukan'. The liver of ‘Madu miyaru’ was prized for making oil for treating woodendhonis, so this
specieswas in earlier times subject to a specialisedfishery: ‘madu miyaru keyolhukan’. A photo of a
Maldivian specimenis givenin Andersonand Ahmed(1993,p.53).
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Dalatias licha (Bonnaterre,1788)

English Name: Kitefin shark Family: DALATIIDAE
Local Name: Kashi neiy miyaru Order: Squaliformes
Size: To 1.6 m, perhapsmore. Specimen: MRS/0397/92

Distinctive Characters: No spineson dorsal fin. First dorsal fin closerto pectoralsthan pelvics. Second

dorsalfin slightly largerthanfirst. Lips verythick and fringed withpleatsandgrooves.Upper teethsmall
and needle-like withowusplets.Lower teethbroadandoverlapping, with singularangularserrated cusps.

Colour: Dark grey orbrown.

HabitatandBiology: Occursin continentaland insularshelvesofdepthsfrom 37 to 1800 m,usually below
200 m. Feedsprimarily on deepwater bonyfishes, crustacearend cephalopodsDevelopments
ovoviviparous, with littersof 10 to 16 young.

Distribution: Probablywidespreadn temperate anttopical waters.

Remarks: Dalatias licha is a deepwater shark aridappears tde rare in Maldives. Theset of jaws on

which this recordis based was takeby a fishermanon L. Esdhoo. This species was previoushgcorded
underthe family Squalidae.
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Amblygastefeiogaster (Valenciennes1847)

English Name: Smoothbellysardinella Family: CLUPEIDAE
LocalName:  Maarehi Order: Clupeiformes
Size: Commonto 15 cm; max.23 cm Specimen: MRS/0492/97

Distinctive CharactersBody moderatelyslenderbelly ratherrounded scutesnot prominent.31-35lower
gill rakerson first gill arch. Pelvic fin with 8 rays. Lasttwo analfin raysenlargedFronto-parietalbones
(ontop ofhead)with 7-14 striations.Upperandlower bulgeson supramaxillary bonsymmetrical.

Colour: Back blue-greenflanks silveryandwithout spots. Dorsalfin dusky.

Habitat and Biology: Pelagicand usually inshore,forms schoolsin shallowcoastal waters.
Distribution: Indo-West Pacific.

Remarks: Arnhlvgaster leiogastelloes not appe#s be especiall}commonin the Maldives,sincethis is the
first recordof its occurrencenere. However this may be due to the factthat it is not caughty the fishing

gearsnormally used here. The specimerreportedhere was takenduring experimentafishing carriedby
Marine ResearclSectionusing gillnets on 25th April 1996.
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Herklotsichthys quadrimaculatus(Ruppell, 1837)

qﬁi_

4 |

il
S

EnglishName: Bluestripeherring Family: CLUPEIDAE
Local Name: Gumbalha Order: Clupeiformes
Size: Max. 14 cm Specimen: MRS/0033/86

Distinctive Characters:Dorsal fin with 17-20 rays. Anal finwith 17-19 rays. Pectoralfin with
15-16rays. Body deptt8.3-5.5in standardength. Fusiformandmoderatelyslendembody. Belly with a distinct
scutes.Top of head with fewfronto-parietalstriae, a broad wing-like scalesalmosthiddenbeneaththe
overlappingpredorsalscales.

Colour: Back bluish green withouspots. Flanks silvery withan electric blueline precededby two
orangespots.

Habitat and Biology: In daytimeforms denseschoolsin shallow lagoonsDuring night time movesinto
deeperwater. Feed®n zooplanktonmainly at night.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Herklorsichthysquadrirnaculatusforms large daytime schoolsin shallow lagoons, often in
associatiorwith schoolsof Bigeye scad. Previously recordeds Sardenellamelanurain the Catalogueof
Fishesof the Maldives,Vol. 1, page52. Sometimesisedaslivebait in thetuna fishery.
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Spratelloidesdelicatulus (Bennett,1831)

English Name: Blue sprat Family: CLUPEIDAE
Local Name:  Hondeli Order: Clupeiformes
Size: Max.7 cm Specimen: MRS/0034/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 11-13rays. Anal fin with 10or 11 rays. Pectoralfin with 11-13rays.
Slender,subcylindricalbody. Pectorafin shortethan snoutand eyetogether. Dorsal fin at mid body of fish.

Pelvic fin below thebase ofdorsalfin. Anal fin near the caudal,belly smooth.Body coveredwith thin.
delicatescales.

Colour: Dark bluish on back, sidesandbelly silvery. Finshyaline.
Habitat and Biology: Pelagicand usually inshoreoccursin largeschools withinthe atolls.
Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Spratclloidesdelicatulus is widely usedbait for pole and line tunafishing in the Maldives. It
does however,appeato be much commoneimn the southof the country thanin thecenterandnorth.
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Spratelloidegyracilis (Temminck andSchiegel,1846)

R T
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EnglishName: Silver sprat Family: CLUPEIDAE
Local Name: Rehi Order: Clupeiformes
Size: Max. 9.5 cm Specimen: MRS/0031/86

Distinctive Characters: Slenderbody. Pectoral fin short and is slightly shorter than eyeand snouttogether.
Body coveredwith thin, comparatively largescalesHeadscale-lessBelly without scutes.

Colour: Dark blue dorsally,silvery white ventrally. A very distinct silvery lateralband from operculum
extendsto the baseof caudal fin.

Habitat and Biology: Pelagicand usually inshore occursin largeschoolswithin the atolls.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Spratelloidesgraci/is is one of the mostwidely usedbait for pole andline tunafishing andit is
very muchpreferredover othespecie®f baitinthe Maldives.On theeasterrside of Maldivesit is commonest

during thesouthwesimonsoonwhile onthe western sidét iscommonestiuring the northeast monsoofthis
specieswaspreviouslyrecordedasS. japonicus.
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Plotosus lineatus (Thunberg, 1787)

EnglishName: Stripeceel-catfish Family: PLOTOSIDAE
Local Name: E-ahttehi Order: Siluriformes
Size: Max. 32 cm Specimen: MRS/0061/86

Distinctive Characters: First dorsal fin with 1 spineand 4 rays. Total seconddorsal-caudal-anakith
139-200rays. Pectoralfin with 1 spineand 9-13 rays.Pelvic fin with 10-13rays.Elongatedeel like fish. 4

pairs of barbelson head. First dorsal fin shortwith strongly ossifiedfirst spine. Anal, caudal and second
dorsalfin becoming oneontinuousfin. Total gill rakers22-32.

Colour: Brown dorsally, white ventrally. Threewhite stripeson body. Two extendedrom snoutto caudal
peduncle Onefrom belly to caudal peduncle.

Habitat and Biology: Found on reefs, alongopen coasts,in estuariesand tidal pools. Juvenilesformdense
aggregationdg-eedson small crustaceansmolluscsand fishes.

Distribution: Indo-West Pacific.

Remarks: The sharpdorsalandpectoralspinesof Plotosus/ineatusare extremelyvenomous.P. angularis
(Bloch) is asynonym.Not commonin Maldives, butmost oftenseenin lagoons.
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Alepisaurusferox Lowe, 1833

English Name: Longsnout lancetfish Family:  ALEPISAURIDAE
Local Name:  Fangadu tholhi Order: Aulopiformes
Size: Max.2 m

Distinctive CharactersDorsalfin 32-45rays. Analfin 13-18rays. Pectoraffin 12-15rays. Pelvicfin 8-10
rays. No spineson fins. Elongate compressethody. Large,sail-like first dorsaloriginatingaboveorbehind
posteriomargin of operculum.Seconddorsalsmallandrubbery. Mouth very largewith 3 fangsdescending
from roof. Caudalfin forked.

Colour: Dull brown. No white spotson dorsal fin membrane.Eyesturquoise.

Habitat and Biology: Found at moderate depths in oceanic waters.

Distribution: Circumglobal.

Remarks: Alepisaurustferois occasionallyseerby Maldivian fishermersomeof whom sayit isthejuvenile

sailfish. Oneindividual of this species(93 cm in standardength) was takenby longline from the Ministry
of Fisheries researchessel’'Miyavaali’ on 26.2.85about 120 miles ENE of Male.
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Antennarius coccineus (Cuvier, 1831)

English Name: Scarletfrogfish, Freckledangler Family: ~ ANTENNARIIDAE
Local Name: Kula bohmas Order: Lophiiformes
Size: Max. 13 cm Specimen:MRS/U 188/88

Distinctive CharactersFirst dorsalfin spinefree andmodified as alure. Secondand thirddorsalfin also
free from the rest of the fins, well developedand coveredby skin. Dorsalrays 12-13. Pectoralfin lobe
elongate leg-like. Gill opening restrictedo asmallporelocated behincénd belowpectoralfin base Caudal
peduncleabsent (dorsaind analfin joined tobaseof caudalfin).

Colour: Highly variable.Often red or yellowish browmottled and spottedwith different colours.

Habitat and Biology: Mostly benthic,coastaland surface waterdo a depth of 100 m. Usetheir luring
apparatusto attractfish andcrustaceansn which they feed.

Distribution: Indo-Pacificeastwardto the Americas.

Remarks:Antennariuscoccineusis one of the mastersof camouflage.Although it is not rare,divers can
rarely seeit because oits camouflageand infrequent movements.
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Antennariuscommersonii (Latreille, 1804)

EnglishName: Commerson’drogfish, Giant angler Family:  ANTENNARIIDAE
Local Name: Maahohmas Order: Lophiiformes
Size: Max,38 cm Specimen:MRS/U 180/88

Distinctive CharactersDorsalfiti with 3 spines(whicharewell separatedrom one another)and 12. 13
rays. First dorsalspine considerablylongerthan the second whichis curved posteriorly. Anal fin with 8
rays. Pectoralfin 10-11 rays. Skin joining seconddorsal spineto headthick and denselyspinulose.Gill
opening restrictedo apore. Caudalpeduncledistinct.

Colour: Highly variable. Grounctolour maybered, orange, yellowgreenishbrown orblack. A yellow
one can changeto red in threeweeks.

HabitatandBiology: Mostly benthic, coastaind surfacevatersto adepth of IOOm. Luresits prey(usually
fishes)nea novementsof its specializedirst dorsal spine.

Distribution: Indo-Padfic and EasternPacific.

Remarks: Antennariuscommersonulike other frogfishegor allolers)is highly camaflouged.lt is larger
than most other frogfishes.
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Histrio histrio (Linnaeus,1758)

English Name: Sargassunfrogfish Family: ANTENNARIIDAE
Local Name: Huifathu bohmas Order: Lophiiformes
Size: Max. 19 cm Specimen: MRS/U 179/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with three spineswhich areseparatedfom oneanother. Anaffin with
7-8 rays. Pectoralrays 9-11, Skin naked(smooth),often with membranoudilaments or flaps. Pectoralfin
with narrow limb-like base.

Colour: Colour and colourpatternshighly variable.Generallymottled green,brown, effectively blending
with the floating Sargassamweed.

Habitat and Biology: Pelagic.Usually found clinging on floating Sargassaniwveed.
Distribution: Indo-WestPacific andtropical Atlantic.
Remarks:Unlike otherfrogfishes,Histrio histrio is a pelagicspeciesin the Maldives, periodspatches of

floating sargassum calbpe found off the easterncoastduring the calm weather ofthe northeastmonsoon.
Closeinspectionof suchweedswill oftenrevealoneor two tiny histrio.
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Atherinomoruslacunosus (Forster, 1801)

English Name: Hardyhead silverside Family: ~ ATHERINIDAE
Local Name:  Hithiboa Order: Atheriniformes
Size: Max. 15 cm Specimen: MRS/0486/97

Distinctive CharactersDistalend of upperjawextending backwardo verticalthrough anterioborder of

pupil. Dentaryboneslopingupwardandbackwardbut neverlevategosteriorly. Anterioredgeof preopercle
with adistinct notch above angleMidlateral scalecount 39-44.

Colour: Greenish-greyon back, the scale edgeslusky. A silvery stripe on side, its upperedgewith an
iridescentblue line. Livefish translucent.

Habitat and Biology: Occursin largestationeryschools nearthe shore during the day. Feedsmostly at
nighton planktoniceggs crustaceansand small fish.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Atherino,norusacunosusis one of thetwo silversidespecieshat aresometimesusedas live bait
by Maldivian tunafishermen.Although it gives agood initial chumming responsethe tunassoon stop

feeding.The reasonfor this appeargo be the silversidesough scales andony body, which the tunasfind
indigestible.As a result,many tuna fishermeropposethe usedof silversidesas bait.
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Hypoatherinatemminckii (Bleeker, 1853)

English Name: Samoarsilverside Family:  ATHERINIDAE
Local Name: Thaavalha Order: Atheriniformes
Size: Commonto7 cm; max. Il cm Specimen: MRS/0026/86

Distinctive CharactersPremaxillarybonewith long and slender ascendingrocesslateral processhort
andwide. Dentarybonehighly elevatedposteriorly.2 1-25 gill rakerson lower limb offirst gill arch. Pectoral
fin with 14-18rays.

Colour: Greenishabove, thin midlateral stripeandabdomensilvery. Usuallyuppersurfaceof headdark.
Fin basesdusky.

Habitat and Biology: Occursin large schoolsnear the shore during the day, moving outto openwaterto
feed at night.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Hvpoatheringemminckiiiis occasionallyused asait.The Dhivehiname’Keravalha’ is sometimes
usedby fishermenfor small atherinids. PreviouslyecordedasAl/enettaharnesiin the Catalogueof Fishes

of the Maldives Vol. 1, page24.
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Exocoetus monocirrhusRichardson,1846

English Name: Barbelflyingfish Family: EXOCOETIDAE
LocalName:  Naruvaafuihangi Order: Beloniformes
Size: Max. 20cm Specimen: MRS/0018/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 13 or 14rays. Analfin with 12-14rays.Their bases opposite gach
other. Pelvicfins short, closer tathe pectoralfin origin than to analfin origin. Pectoralfin strikingly long,
wing-like. Gill rakerson the first gill arch 21-29. Elongatedbody, its depth usually greatehan 20% of
standardlength. Usually 7 transverserows of scales between dordal origin and lateraline. Juveniles
humpbackedvith a singlechin barbelandwith black pelvicfins.

Colour: Darkbluish above silvery-whitebelow. Dorsaland pelvicfins greyish.

Habitat and Biology: Pelagic;openocean waters. Feedsainly onplanktonicorganisms.

Distribution: Indo-WestPacific.

Remarks: Like other flying fishesExocoetus nionocirrhusis capableof leapingout ofthe waterandgliding
for long distancesabovethe surface.lt doesthis to escaperom predatorssuchas tunasand dolphin fishes.

In this andotherspeciesthe lowerlobe of caudalfin is elongated andtrengthenedt can bedroppeddown
in to the seasurfacewhenflying, andbeaterto givenan extra boost oflight.
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Exocoetusvolitans Linnaeus,1758

English Name: Tropical two-wing flyingfish Family: EXOCOETIDAE
LocalName:  Hiki fuihangi Order: Beloniformes
Size: Max. 18cm Specimen: MRS/0434/93

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 13-15rays. Analfin with 13 or 14 rays. Their base®pposite Pelvic
fins short.Pectoralfin strikinglylong, 70-75%o0f standardength.Gill rakerson thefirst gill arch29-37.Body
elongatethick andsomewhat flattenedentrally; itsdepth usuallyessthan 19% of standardength. Usually
6 transversa@ows of scales betweedorsalfin origin and lateralline.

Colour: Body dark, iridescenblue dorsally, silvery white ventrally. Pectoralandcaudalfins greyish, other
fins unpigmentedJuvenilessometimeswith blackbars.

Habitat and Biology: Pelagicopenocean waters. Feedsainly onplanktonic organisms.

Distribution: Circumtropical.

Remarksiike otherflying fishes,Exocoetuso/itansis capableof leapingout ofthe waterandgliding for
longdistancesabovethe surface. The seasonatlistribution of flying fishesin the Maldivian watersare not

well known. However, this speciesin known to occur in hug@umbersoff Foah Mulaku every yearin
November. Decemberwhenthey are preyeduponby yellowfin tunasandfrigate birds.
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Myripristis adusta Bleeker, 1853

English Name: Shadowfin soldierfish Family: HOLOCENTRIDAE
Local Name: Hiyani dhanbodu Order: Beryciformes
Size: Common to 25 cm; max. 32 cm Specimen: MRS/0322/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 10 spines,followed by | spineand 14-16 rays. Analfin with 4
spinesand 12-14 rays. Pectoralfin with 15-16rays. Body depth2.1-2.6 in standardength. Body oblong.
innerpectoral axil nakedexcept for one(rarely two) moderatescaleson lower half.

Colour: Silvery, suffused with palesalmondistinctive blackblotcheson soft dorsal, anahnd caudalfins.
Spiny dorsalblackexceptfor clearstripe in the middle. Head dark.

Habitat and Biology: Prefers shallowwatersaroundcoral reefsto depthsof 30 m. Hidesin cavesduring
the day. Soldierfishedeedsat night mainly on the largerzooplankton.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Myripristis adusta is the largest speciesf the genus.lts size anddistinctive colouratiormakes
this speciegrelatively easy tddentify. Commonin Maldives.
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Myripristis berndti Jordanand Evermann]1903

English Name: Blotcheyesoldierfish Family: ~ HOLOCENTRIDAE
Local Name: Kothari reendhoodhanbodu Order: Beryciformes
Size: Common to 22 cm; max. 30 cm Specimen: MRS/0323/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 10 spines,followedby ! spineand 13-15 rays. Anal fin with 4
spinesand 11-13 rays. Pectoralfin with 15 rays, pelvic fin with | spineand7 rays. Bodydepth2.3-2.6in
standardength.Body oblong.Lower jaw of adults prominently projecting when moatbsed;a singlepair
of tooth patcheat front of lower jaw. Lateral line scale28-31.

Colour: Silvery pink; abroadzoneof orange-yellowon outer part of spingorsalfin. Leadingedges ofoft
dorsal,caudaland pelvic fins white. Centresof scales silverypink to paleyellowish; edgeged.

Habitat and Biology: Prefersshallowwaters(usuallydepthsof 3-15m) aroundcoralreefsor rockybottoms
which may be exposed tesurge. Hidesn cavesduringthe day.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Mvripristis berndti is most likely to be confusedwith M. rnurdjan, but the two speciescanbe
seperatedn the colouration of theirspiny dorsal fins. M. herndti hasan orange-red spinydorsallike
M. kuntee.Thesdwo speciexan heseperatedn lateralline scalecounts.The stronglyprojectinglower jaw
is a particularly helpfulcharacter folidentification.
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Myripristis kuntee Cuvier, 1831

English Name: Shoulderbar soldierfish Family: HOLOCENTRIDAE
Local Name: Fahdhemi dhanbodu Order: Beryciformes
Size: Commonto 16 cm; max. 20 cm Specimen: MRS/0195/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsalfin with 10 spines,followed by 1 spineand 15-17rays. Analfin with 4
spines andl4-16rays. Pectorafin with 15 rays.Body depth2.2-2.9in standardength. Body oblong. Third
anal spineshorterthan fourth. Small scales; laterdine scales37-44.

Colour: Light red. Darkred-brownbar across topf gill openingto pectoralaxil. Spiny dorsalorange.All
fins with white leadingedges; rechigmentconcentratedt tips of softdorsal,analand caudafins.

Habitat and Biology: Occursin shallowwatersaround corateefsto depthsof 10 m. Nocturnal.
Distribution: Indo-Pacific.
Remarks: Myripristis kurtee is apparentlyclosely relatedto M. pralinia. However,M. kunteehasa broad

rectangular dark baunning from the upper edge ofhe gill openingto the axil of the pectoral,while the
shoulderbaris more restrictedin M. pralinia.
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Myripristis melanosticta Bleeker, 1863

English Name: Blacktip soldierfish Family: HOLOCENTRIDAE
Local Name: Kalhu kothari dhanbodu Order: Beryciformes
Size: Common to 24 cm; max. 30 cm Specimen: MRS/0326/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 10 spines,followed by ! spine and 13-15 rays. Analfin with
4 spinesand 11-12 (usually 12) rays. Pectorafin with 14-15rays. Body depth2.1-2.5in standardength.

Total gill rakers32-38. Body oblong. Cornerof preopercievithout sharp spineTwo pairsof tooth patches.
oneabove theotherat symphysisof lower jaw outside gape.

Colour: Body palepink. Dark red bar acrosepercularedge.Redpigmenton anteriorpart of headgiving
dark-facedappearanceSoftdorsal,anal andcaudalfins red, with white leadingedgesand blackblotchesat
tips. Outerpart of spiny dorsalred.

Habitat and Biology: Occurs in moderateto deepwater,generallymore than25 m. Observedn theshelter
of reefsby day, over openbottomsat night.

Distribution: Indo-WestPacific.

Remarks: Mvripristis melanostictais a moderatelydeepdweller. It is the secondargestmemberof the
genusafter M. adusta.
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Myripristis murdjan (Forsskal,1775)

English Name: Pineconesoldierfish Family:  HOLOCENTRIDAE
Local Name: Berebedhi dhanbodu Order: Beryciformes
Size: Common to 18 cm; max. 27 cm Specimen: MRS/0327/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 10 spines,followed by | spine and 13-15 rays. Analfin with

4 spines and.1-13rays. Pectorafin with 14-16rays. Body depth2.3-2.5in standardength.Body oblong.
Lowerjaw of adultsonly slightly protrudingwhen mouth closedNumeroussmall scaleson inner pectoral

axil. Third andfourth analspinessubequal Lateral line scales27-32.

Colour: Head, bodyandfins reddish.Leading edgesf softdorsal,anal,caudal andcpelvic fins white. Outer
partof spiny dorsal brightred.

Habitat and Biology: Coral reefspecies foundat depthsof 1-50 m. Hidesin cavesandcrevicesby day.
Sometimesseenin huge aggregationswimming far from shelteringreefs.

Distribution: Indo-WestPacific.

Remarks: Mvripristis murdjanis acommonspeciesn the Maldives.It canbe distinguishedrom M. berndti
by spiny dorsal colouratiorandM. %fittata by scalesize.
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Myripristis pralinia Cuvier, 1829

English Name: Scarlet soldierfish Family: HOLOCENTRIDAE
Local Name:  Ali dhanbodu Order: Beryciformes
Size: Max. 20 cm Specimen: MRS/0194/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 10 spines,followed by | spineand 14-16rays. Analfin with
4 spines and.3-15rays. Pectoralfin with 15 rays.Body oblong.No scale®sn inner pectoraéxil, fourthanal
spineslightly longerthanthird. A single pairof tooth patchesatsymphysisof lowerjaw just outsidemouth.
Front of lower jawfitting into a shallownotch in upperjaw.

Colour: Head, body and fins scarlet.Upper part of operculamembraneblack. Blackblotch on pectoral
axil. No black pigmenton medianfins.

Habitat and Biology: Occurson coralreefsusually at depthslessthan 10 m. Nocturnal.
Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Myripristis pralinia can be bestidentified by the restrictedshouldembar. Teethon the outside of
the lower jaw sometimes developeidto conspicuousknob.
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Myripristis violacea Bleeker, 1851

English Name: Violet soldierfish Family: ~ HOLOCENTRIDAE
Local Name: Vailet dhanbodu Order: Beryciformes
Size: Common to 18cm; max.23 cm Specimen: MRS/0197/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 10 spines,followed by | spineand 13-16 rays. Analfin with
4 spinesand 12-14 rays. Pectorafin with 15 rays.Body oblong. Body depth1.9-2.5in standardength.
Small scalesusually presenton inner pectorabxil. Third andfourth analspinessubequabr fourth slightly
longer. A singlepair of tooth patchesutside mouth atfront of lower jaw.

Colour: Bluish to reddish-silver, the scalemn backbroadly rimmedin deeppurpleto black, thoseon side
andventral part of body edgedin red. Median finsmainly red without black pigment.

Habitat and Biology: A coral reefspecieof shallowwater, particularly in protectedareas.
Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Mvripristis violaceais very easilyidentified becauseof its distinctive colouration.Soldierfishes
andsquirelfishesareable to emit soundsboth aswarning signalsandin orderto communicate.
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Myripristis vittata Cuvier, 1831

English Name: Immaculate soldierfish Family: ~ HOLOCENTRIDAE
Local Name: Dhanbodu Order: Beryciformes
Size: Max. 18 cm Specimen: MRS/0196/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 10 spines, followedby | spineand 13-15rays. Analfin with 4
spines andl1-12rays. Pectorafin with 15-16rays. Lateral linescales35-40. Third analspinelongerthan

fourth. No scaleson inner pectoralaxil. Single pair of tooth patchesat symphysisof lower jaw just
outside mouth.

Colour: Body orange-redNo darkpigmenton operculatmembrane Spiny dorsalred butwith whitetips. A
brightred spotat pectoral finbase;pectoralsred, otherfins redwith white leadingedges.

Habitat and Biology: Occursin outerreefareasat depthsgreaterthan 10 m. Nocturnal.
Distribution:  Indo-Pacific.
Remarks: The small, bright coloured Myripristis I'ittata is oneof thecommonesoldierfishesin theMaldives.

Its colourationis quite similar to that of M. murdjanbutit canbe distinguishedby the presencefwhitetips
to the spiny dorsal,as well as itssmallerbody andscalesize.
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Neoniphon aurolineatus (Liénard, 1839)

English Name: Gold-lined squirrelfish Family: ~ HOLOCENTRIDAE
Local Name:  Ranrongu raivenmas Order: Beryciformes
Size: Max. 22 cm Specimen: MRS/0325/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 11 spinesand 12-14rays. Anal fin with 4 spines and 8-9
(usually9) rays. Pectoral fin with 13-15rays.Lastdorsal spine equal to or slightly shorter than the penultimate
spine and further from it than the first ray. Lower jaw stronglyprojecting. 3%4calerows above lateraine
to baseof mid-dorsal spines. Lateraline scales42-47.

Colour: Silvery pink with severalyellow stripes on body. Spiny dorsalred and white.
Habitat and Biology: Occurs in coral reefs at depths greater than 40 m. Nocturnal.
Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Of the four speciesof Neoniphonfound in the Maldives,Neoniphonaurolineatusis thedeepest
dwelling. This speciess known from scatteredinsularlocalities.
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Neoniphonopercularis (valenciennes,1831)

English Name: Blackfin squirrelfish Family: HOLOCENTRIDAE
Local Name: Kalhu kothari raiverimas Order: Beryciformes
Size: Commonto 23 cm; max. 32 cm Specimen: MRS/0198/88

Distinctive Characters:Dorsal fin with 11 spines and12-14 rays. Analfin with 4 spines and-9
(usually 9) rays. Pectoralfin with 13-15 rays. Body depth2.9-3.3 in standardength. Body moderately
elongate.Lower jaw strongly projecting, last dorsalspine longerthan the penultimatespine and further
away fromit than from the first ray. Corner ofpreoperclewith sharpspine.

Colour: Silvery gold with apinkishtinge given by red spoton eachscale.Broad middlezoneof spinuous
portion ofdorsalfin black; baseand tipswhite.

Habitatand Biology: A reefspecies foundn shallowto adepthof 20 m. Nocturnalin habit and shelters
amongthe branches of largstout branching coralduring the day.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks:Neoniphon operculariss the largestand perhapsthe commonestspecies othe genusin the
Maldives. |t is readilydistinguishedfrom otherNeoniphonby the extensiveblackon the dorsal fin.
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Neoniphonsammara (Forsskal,1775)

English Name: Spotfin squirrelfish Family: HOLOCENTRIDAE
Local Name: Raiythiki raiverimas Order: Beryciformes
Size: Common to23 cm; max.28 cm Specimen: MRS/0060/86

Distinctive CharactersDorsal fin with 11 spinesand 11-13 rays. Analfin with 4 spinesand 8 rays.
Pectoralfin with 13-15rays.Bodydepth3.0-3.6in standardength. Moderatelyelongatedody. Preopercular
spinebroad. Snoupointed; lowerjaw strongly projecting.

Colour: Silvery with reddish-brown horizontallglongatedspotsforming lineson the body. Lateral line
scaleswith darkerspots. A darkspotatthe front of spinuousdorsalfin. Caudalfin yellowish,with submarginal
darkstreakson lobes.

Habitat and Biology: Associatedvith coral reefsmost oftenin shallow watersandlagoons.Feedsat night
on crabsand small fish.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Neoniphonsaniniara is one of the commonessquirrelfishesin the Indo-Pacific waters. Among
thefirst to leaveshelterwith the adventof darkness fofeeding. This species wagreviouslyrecorded under
the genugio/ocentrusin the Catalogueof Fishesof the Maldives, Vol.1, page70.
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Sargocentroncaudimaculatum (Ruppell, 1838)

English Name: Silverspot squirrelfish Family: HOLOCENTRIDAE
Local Name: Asdhaanuaiverimas Order: Beryciformes
Size: Commonto 18 cm; max.24 cm Specimen: MRS/0192/88

Distinctive CharactersDorsalfin with 11 spinesand 13-15 (usually 14) rays. Analfin with 4 spinesand

9 rays. Pectoralfin with 13-15 rays. Body depth2.4-2.9 in standard lengthé oblique rows of scaleson

cheekLateralline scales 40-43. Dorsal profile of healightly convex.Preoperculaspine longMembranes
betweendorsal spinestronglyincised.

Colour: Red. Silvery white spotsor patchon uppercaudal peduncle/posterior part dack.

Habitat and Biology: A common shallow water reefspeciesNocturnal. Squirrelfishesisually feedson
bottom-dwellingcreaturessuch as shrimps,smallfishes and bristle worms.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Sargocentrorcaudimaculaturnis one of thecommonessquirrelfishesn theMaldives. Thelarge
preoperculaspine of squirrelfisheds venomous.
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Sargocentrondiadema (Lacepéde,1801)

EnglishName: Crown squirrelfish Family:  HOLOCENTRIDAE
Local Name: Seeturaiverimas Order:  Beryciformes
Size: Max. 17 cm Specimen:MRS/0190/88

Distinctive CharactersDorsal fin with 11 spinesand 13-15 (usually 14) rays. Analfin with 4 spinesand
8-9rays.Pectorafin rays13-15 (usually 14).Body depth2.4-2.9in standardength. Dorsalprofile of head
slightly convex.Preoperculaspine long. Membraneshetweendorsalspinesstrongly incised.

Colour: Red with narrow silvery white stripes. Spinousportion of dorsal fin deep red to nearly black
with a whitish stripe (often disjunct). Silverywhite spots or patchon uppercaudal peduncle/posterior

part ofback.

Habitatand Biology: A coral reefspeciesusually foundn depthsof 2-30m. Occurs in aggregations.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Sargocentrordiadernaappearsto be a relatively commorsquirrelfish. It is probablythe most
abundantred and white strippedspeciesof Sargocentrorin the Maldives.
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Sargocentrorpunctatissimum (Cuvier, 1829)
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Sargocentronspiniferum (Forsskal,1775)
PLATE id

English Name: Sabre squirrelfish Family: ~ HOLOCENTRIDAE
Local Name: Raiverimas Order: Beryciformes
Size: Common to 35 cm; max. 45cm Specimen: MRS/P0113/87

Distinctive CharactersDorsal fin with 11 spines and 14-16 rays. Anal fin with 4 spinesand 9-10
(usually 10) rays. Pectorafin with 14-16rays. Body deptt2.4-2.6in standardength. Dorsalprofile of head
nearly straight. Lower jaw projecting when mouth closed. Preopercular spinef adults longerthan eye
diameter.Spinousdorsal membranesot incised.

Colour: Body red. Theedgesof the scalesilvery white. A largewhite vertically elongatecrimsonspoton
headbehind eyes.Spinousportion ofdorsalfin solid deepred.

Habitat and Biology: Associatedwith coral reefs. Hides by day andemergesor foragingwith theonsetof
darknessFeedson crustaceans.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Sargocentrorspiniferumis the largestof the squirrelfishes.It is frequentlytakenby handlining
at night anddespiteits boninessjs consideredo be a good eatingfish.
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Sargocentrortiereoides (Bleeker, 1853)

HOLOCENTRIDAE
Beryciformes

Family:
Order:

English Name: Pinkstriped squirrelfish

Local Name:

Size:

Berebedhiraiverimas
Max. 16.5 cm

Specimen: MRS/0189/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 11 spinesand 12-14rays. Anal fin with 4 spinesand 9-10
(usually 9) rays. Pectorafin with 14-16 rays. Bodydepth 2.7-3.0in standardength. Nasal fossavithout

spinules.Preopercular spine about two-thirdeye diameter.

Colour: Striped silveryred. Red stripesandsilvery interspacesf about equalvidth. Spiny dorsaked with

white tips. Otheffins red; analand pelvics with white leadingedge.

Habitat and Biology: Associatedwith coralreefs. Nocturnal.

Indo-Pacific.

Distribution:

original reportin the Catalogueof

e
he Maldives. It wasbasedn aspecimen

ecies,andth
rom t
n the outerreefslope by Dr. JohnE. Randalland MRS staff.
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Sargocentronviolaceum (Bleeker, 1853)

English Name: Violet squirrelfish Family: HOLOCENTRIDAE
Local Name:  Raiykirulhi raiverimas Order: Beryciformes
Size: Max.25 cm Specimen: MRS/0193/88

Distinctive Characters:Dorsalfin with 11 spinesand 13-14(usually 14) rays. Anal fin with 4 spinesand
9 rays.Pectorafin with 13-14(usually 14)rays.Body depth2.6-3.0in standardength. Anteriorand posterior
marginsof nasalfossawith 1-3 spinules.Preoperculaspine about equab the eye diameter.Membraneof
spinousdorsalfin notincised.

Colour: Violet, each scalewith white border. Triangular redpatch abovepectoral axil. Spiny dorsalpale
redwith white tips andthin bright red submarginaband.Otherfins palebutleadingedgeof caudal andanal

fins red.

Habitat and Biology: Associatedwith coralreefs.Nocturnal.lt hidesdeep withincavesandcrevicesin the
reef slopeduring daytime.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Sargocentrorvio/aceumdoesnot appeato be especialllcommonin Maldives, but cambe readily
distinguishedby its violet colouration.
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Corythoichthys haematopterugBleeker, 1851)

English Name: Redtailed pipefish Family: SYNGNATHIDAE
Local Name:  Venu bandeyri Order: Gasterosteiformes
Size: Max. 20 cm Specimen: MRS/0022/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsalfin with 23-33rays. Trunkrings 16-18; tail rings 32-37.Usually about 14
barsformedby groupsof stripesor reticulations.Superiortrunkand tailridges discontinuoud.ateraltrunk
ridgesstraight, endingnearanalring. Inferior trunk andtail ridgescontinuous.

Colour: Lightyellowish grey. Bodywith darkbandsomprisingsmalllongitudinallines, sometimespreading
on todorsalsurface. Caudadifin usually light red.

Habitatand Biology: Common on sandyreef slopes Often in small groups.

Distribution: Indo-WestPacific.

RemarksCorythoichthyshaernatopteruss of little interestamongtheaquaristsThis species wagreviously
recordeds C. intestina/isin the Catalogueof Fishes of Maldivesyol.1, pagel44.
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Doryrhamphusexcisus excisuskaup, 1856

English Name: Bluestripe pipefish Family: SYNGNATHIDAE
Local Name: Nooronguvenu bandeyri Order: Gasterosteiformes
Size: Max. 8 cm Specimen: MRS/0244/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 21-29 rays. Body rings 17-19. Tail rings 13-17. Subdorsatrunk
rings 3-5.Superiortrunkand tailridges discontinuousnferior trunkridge endingon analring; lateraltrunk
ridge continuouswith inferior tail ridge.

Colour: Bluish midlateralstripeon orangeto reddishbackgroundandsmall fan like tail.

Habitat and Biology: Occursin reefcrevices.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: D. excisusahhreviatuss theRed Seasubspecies. The closetglatedDoryrhamphusbicarinatus
hasrecentlybeenrecordedrom the Maldives.
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Dunckerocampuganultiannulatus (Regan,1903)

FEEREIRR R DR DTV I TRy

EnglishName: Many-bandedipefish Family: SYNGNATHIDAE
Local Name: Galhi kendivenubandeyri Order:  Gasterosteiformes
Size: Max. 17.5cm Specimen:MRS/0243/88

Distinctive Characters:Dorsal fin with 20-23 rays. Pectoralfin with 18-22 rays. Trunk rings16.
Tail rings 19-20.

Colour: Numerousarrow brownishred bargresenton body.4-6 darkbandson opercie.
HabitatandBiology: Oftenfound in caves,onthe reefslope.
Distribution: Westernindian Ocean.

Remarks: Dunckerocampus multiannulatus is sometimesclassifiedin the genusDoryrhamphus.
It is fairly common in the Maldives, but easily overlookedby divers becausst lives in small
dark caves.

1 & F &
o B L W
- - -
el P & s @ i P FE AP & S FAEES B W & A
Pt T o e e e g e Lt R e R o N
- - - - - - Ed - -
L Fad ¥ oa ol i P S WP @ rs @Ay AELE # = B o el s
e e R o e e :.-: i SRR
- PR =
P A & Ly & & ar » o . dAqEw Ea T N S
FE2 FEF a8 FRAe—Fra ami Al g J-*.F_.r -3 - - AR L RAr ar ey
- - e - -
E > - -
'F? ] .F_;;: ..|=.=.: F.-';,J- _;.:.d-'j.dlj_p.;.:' ] -...l"t..fr;r;l' I...i-'-..l';“ g ..-'-.::_j-l‘—"
] - a = 3 - - - > - -
T il
e
erE
] - # - F E - Foaw * & i
}:;};: '.J:..l.l_.-.;r.i-_: J;}j .d.F'.:.-l'-.r'" ..l'l...:.r .i-'j'.ﬂl .ﬂ':uu-:-r JI'TJ-\;J—,J l.r'-.l;
R - - = - - -
gaa s 2@ x & = wmF ¥ - W T ¥ " il i
- Tl P e B e ar - I it i P U

F A EE EFE
AR KA

-

] o s omr B wiE Fa Wl EF SR Ee # i i S L ] J' Fr R e

5.....-'..1- P B e ™ L i - il ol il o P
@ - = -

i i N - i " L

T A .F':..J': .-'.--l'-"-:

62



Fistularia commersonii Ruppell, 1838

English Name: Bluespottedcornetfish Family:  FISTULARIIDAE
Local Name: Onugandutholhi Order:  Gasterosteiformes
Size: Commonto! m; max. 1.6 m. Specimen:MRS/0056/86

Distinctive CharactersDorsal fin with 15-17 rays. Analfin with 14-16rays. Pectoralfin with 14-16
(usually 15) rays. Ridgeson snoutwith antroseserrationsthe upper ridgeliverging anteriorly.No bony
platesalong dorsalmidline of body. Body extremely elongate and depressed, the width tilvecdepth.
Snoutlongand tubular. Mouth small, caudafin forked with trailing filament.

Colour: Greenishto brownishgrey above, silvery belowTwo blue stripesor rows ofblue spotson back.
Habitat and Biology: Ranges over reefs, sea grasssand sandflats. Feedson smallfishesandshrimps.
Distribution: Circumtropical.

Remarks: Fistularia commersoniiis a more active swimmerthan other corneffishes. This specieswas

previously misidentifiedas F. petimbalacepéde, irthe Catalogueof Fishes of the Maldivesyol.1, page
64. F. petimbais amore deepwaterspecies and has red coloured markilfggme nextpage).
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Fistularia petimba Lacepéde,1803
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EnglishName: Red cornetfish Family: FISTULARIIDAE
Local Name: Raiy onugandutholhi Order:  Gasterosteiformes
Size: Commonto | m; max.2 m Specimen: MRS/0308/88

Distinctive CharactersDorsalfin with 14-17 rays. Analfin with 14-15 rays.Pectoralfin with 15-17rays.
Body elongatewith mouthat end oflong tubular snout. Row of bony platesalongtop of body in front of
dorsalfin. Small spinesalong posteriomart of lateralline. Forwardpointing spineson snoutridges.Upper
ridgesparallel.

Colour: Redtoorange brown above, silverlgelow. Verticalfins also havean orangecast.

HabitatandBiology: Foundin coastal areaspversoft bottomsusually at depthsgreatetthan 30 m. Feeds
on small fishesand shrimps.

Distribution: Indo-WestPacific and tropical Atlantic.

Remarks:The specimerof Fistularia petimbaon which this reportis basedwas found in the stomachof a

yellowfin tuna caughty R.V. ‘Matha Hari about 30 nautical miles eastof Lhaviyani Atoll. Although
partially digestedt could be identified by its red colourandthe patternof spineson its snout.
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Dendrochiruszebra (Cuvier, 1829)

SCORPAENIDAE
Scorpaeniformes

Family:
Order:

EnglishName: Zebralionfish

Local Name:

Size:

Kanfaiykudafanhaamas

Max.20 cm

Specimen: MRS/0106/87

Distinctive CharactersDorsal fin with 13 spinesand 10-11 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand6-7 rays.

Pectorafin with 17 rays. Pectoralfins only slightly longerthan head;rays joinedby membraneexceptfor

short tips; no filamentousrayson pectoralfin. Tentaclesusually present aboveyes.

Colour: Head and body with red brown bars alternating wittharrowerpink to whitish bars; mostfins

prominentlystriped or spotted.A dark brown or blackishblotch on lower edgeof operculum.

Habitatand Biology: Usually seenin shallow watersparticularlyin lagoonsdown todepthsof 35 m.

Indo-Pacific.

Distribution:

Remarks:The genusl)endrochirus differs from Pterois by having the pectoralrays connectedo each

otheralmost to tips. Favouredby aquarists.Dorsalfin spinesextremelyvenomous.
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Pterois miles (Bennett,1828)
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Pterois radiata Cuvier, 1829

English Name: Clearfin lionfish, Clearfinturkeyfish Family: SCORPAENIDAE
Local Name: Hulhu fanhaamas Order:  Scorpaeniiformes
Size: Max.20 cm Specimen:MRS/0099/87

Distinctive CharactersDorsal fin with 12-13 spinesand 11 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand5-6 rays.
Pectoralfin with 16 rays. Pectoralfin raysvery long, reachingwell beyondcaudalfin base, moreghan half
their length free of membrane Tentacle oveeye without frills or darkcrossbands.

Colour: Reddishto brownish, withabout 5-6 broad dark barsn body, separatetly pale lines. No dark
spotson fins.

Habitatand Biology: Benthic,in shallow watersto adepth of about30 m. A shyand nocturnalspecies.
Feedsmainly on crabsand shrimps.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

RemarksPterois radiatais easilyrecognisetly thepair of horizontalwhite lines alongthecaudal peduncle.
As with otherlionfishes,the dorsafin spinesextremelyvenomous A popularaquariumfish.
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PLATE le

Aethalopercarogaa (Forsskal,1775)

SERRANIDAE
Perciformes

Family:
Order:

EnglishName: Redmouthgrouper
Local Name: Ginimas faana

Size:

Specimen:MRS/0109/87

Max.60 cm

Distinctive CharactersDorsal fin with 9 spinesand 17-18 rays. Analfin with 3 spines and 8-3ays.

Pectoralfin with 17-19 rays. Fifth or sixth pectoralray longest.Body depth2.1-2.4in standardength.Body

deepand compressed. Dorspiofile of headsteep.Caudalfin truncate.

Colour: Uniformly darkbrown. Insideof mouthandgill cavity scarletJuvenileshaveawhite borderto the

caudalfin, adultsmay havea broadwhite bandacrossthe belly andhalfway up the side.

HabitatandBiology: Demersalpreferswell developedtoral reefsin depthsof 3-60m. Usually seerin or

nearcavesor holesin the reef. Feedson small fishesand crustaceans.

Indo-WestPacific.

Distribution:

Remarks:Aethaloperca rogaa a moderately commofish which normallyoccurssingly alongthe reefs.

Often associatedvith schoolsof baitfish shelteringin caves. It can be takenby handlinesbutis arather

slow biter. A well-regardedable fish.
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Anyperodonleucogrammicus (Valenciennes;1828)
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EnglishName: Slender grouper Family: SERRANIDAE
Local Name: Boalhajehifaana Order: Perciformes
Size: Commonto 35 cm; max. 52 cm Specimen:MRS/0078/86

Distinctive CharactersDorsal fin with 11 spinesand 14-16 rays. Anal fin with 3 spinesand8-9 rays.
Pectoralfin with 15-17 rays. Body deptt8.1-3.7in standardength.Body slender ang@ompressedNo teeth
on palatinebones(on eachside of roofof mouth). Pointedsnout. Caudal fin rounded.

Colour: Brown or olive body with nhumerous small orange-red spetstendingonto dorsalfin plus
four white streaks along the body. Juveniles wittange-yellowand blue stripes, and &lue edged

black spot (or double spot) at the base ofcaudalfin andin dorsalfin.

Habitat andBiology: Occursin areasof rich coral cover and clear waterat depthsof 5-80 m.
Solitary, often hides undercorals and crevices. Feedson small fishes and crustaceans.

Distribution: Indo-West Pacific.

Remarks:Juveniles ofAnyperodonleucogrammicusnimic wrassesof the genusHalichoere. Adults
able to changeits pigmentation patterivery quickly. A well-regardedfood fish.
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Cephalopholisargus Bloch and Schneider,1801 ,
PLATE ig

EnglishName: Peacockhind Family: SERRANIDAE
Local Name: Mas faana Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.55 cm Specimen:MRS/0053/86

Distinctive Characters:Dorsalfin with 9 spinesand 15-17 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 9 rays.
Pectoralfin with 16-18 rays. Body depth 2.7-3.2 in standard length. Oblong, somewbatpressed
body. 17-19 gill rakerson the lower limb. Auxiliary scalespresenton body. Dorsalrays and anal
rays longerthan their adjacentspines. Pelvic finshorterthan half headlength.

Colour: Body, head and findarkbrown. About 5-6 palevertical bars occuron sides. Entire body
including the fins spottedwith black-edgedblue spots. Fins dark.

Habitat and Biology: Demersal, found in lagoonsand on coral reefs to depths of 40 m. Occurs
singly or in pairs, typically hidesunder coral ledges orin rocky crevices.Feedsprimarily on fishes.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Cephalopholisargus is the most common and widespread specieghef genus. Juveniles
are sometime exportedas aquariumfish. Consideredas an excellentfood fish.
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Cephalopholisaurantia (Valenciennes1828)

EnglishName: Goldenhind Family: SERRANIDAE
Local Name: Ran faana Order: Perciformes
Size: Commonto 30 cm; max. 60 cm Specimen:MRS/U156/87

Distinctive Characters:Dorsalfin with 9 spinesand 14-16rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand9 rays.
Pectoralfin with 17-18 rays. Body depth 2.4-2.9 in standardength. Preoperclerounded,finely
serrate,lower edgefleshy. Edge ofsubopercleand interopercledistinctly serrate. Pelvic fingeach
or slightly short of anus. Caudalfin rounded.

Colour: Pale orange to orange yellow, with fine spotson head and anterior dorsallgn body andon
base of dorsafin. Posteriormargin of caudalfin with a pale blue edge and black submargiriake.

Habitat and Biology: Deep wategrouperusually caughtin depthsover 100 m.
Distribution: Western IndianOcean.
Remarks: Cephalopholisaurantia is not encounteredvery often becauset is a deepdweller. Very

similar to C. spiloparaeawhich differs in colour and C. sonneratiwhich differs in colour patternandin
having a greaterbody depth and morescales.
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Cephalopholis leopardus(Lacepede,1802)
PLATE 1h

2 2]
R ;
- i T T—— ]

EnglishName: Leopardhind Family: SERRANIDAE
Local Name: Raiy thiki faana Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.20 cm Specimen:MRS/0200/88

Distinctive Characters:Dorsalfin with 9 spinesand 13-15 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 9-10rays.
Pectorafin with 16-18rays. Body depttR.5-2.8in standardength.Maxilla reachesvell pasteyes.Preopercle
rounded.Pelvicfins usually notreachinganus.Caudaland analfins rounded.

Colour: Reddish-brown,pale below.Body with numerousorangespots. Two dark spotson upper
caudalpeduncle,the anteriorone largest. Diagonatiarkstreakson caudal fin, the upperone more distinct.

Habitat and Biology: Commonon well developedcoral reefs, at depths of 3-38 m. Feedson
crustaceans.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Cephalop/iolis leoparduds a common inhabitant of upperreefslopes.However, because
of its small size, mottled colourationand secretive habits, i§ not noticed very ofterby divers.
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Cephalopholis miniata (Forsskal,1775)
PLATE 2a

English Name: Coral hind, Vermilion seabass Family: ~ SERRANIDAE
Local Name: Koveli faana,Bulhalafaana Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 40 cm Specimen:MRS/P0141/87

Distinctive CharactersDorsalfin with 9 spinesand 14-16rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand9 rays.Pectoral
fin with 17-18rays. Body depttR.6-3.0in standardength. Maxilla scaly reaches to or beyond vertical at
rear edge obrbit. Preoperclaounded;the lower edgefleshy. Caudalnd analfins rounded.

Colour: Bright-orangered with numerous smalblue spotscovering most of the body, but not
undersideof jaw. Pectoralfins yellow-orange distally.

Habitat and Biology: Found on well developedexposedcoral reefsin clear water at depthsof
2-150 in. Feedson schoolingfishes andbenthicinvertebrates.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Cephalopholis miniatais one of the commonest and most beautiful tfe coral groupers.
Like C. argus, it is frequently seerby divers and snorkellersalong the upper reef slopes.
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Cephalopholissexmaculata (Ruppell, 1830)

EnglishName: Sixblotch hind Family: SERRANIDAE
Local Name: Landaafaana Order: Perciformes
Size: Common to35 cm; max. 48 cm Specimen:MRS/PU142/87

Distinctive Characters:Dorsal fin with 9 spinesand 14-16 rays. Anal fin with 3 spinesand9 rays.

Pectoral fin with 16-18 rays. Body depth 2.5-3.0 in standardlength. Maxilla reachego or past
vertical at rearedge of orbit. Preoperclerounded, the lower edgefleshy. Pelvic fins not reaching

anus. Interorbitalarea flat to slightly convex. Caudal and ardials rounded.

Colour: Orange-redwith many small blue spot®n head, body and median fins (short blliees
may be presenton head).Four squarishblackblotches dorsallyon body, andtwo moreon caudalpeduncle.

Habitat and Biology: Occurson coral reefs betweerl0-150 m. Usually lives in caves andrevices
on the outerreef slope. Feedsnainly on fishes.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Cephalopholissexmaculatas active nocturnally in shallow water anddiurnally in deeper
water. Consideredas a good-eatingfood fish.
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Cephalopholis sonnerati(Valenciennes,1828)
PLATE 2b

EnglishName: Tomato hind Family: SERRANIDAE
Local Name: Veli faana Order: Perciformes
Size: Common to30 cm; max. 57 cm Specimen: MRS/P0138/87

Distinctive Characters:Dorsal fin with 9 spinesand 14-16 rays. Anal fin with 3 spinesand9 rays.
Pectoralfin with 18-20 rays.Body depth 2.3-2.8 in standardlength. Lateral line scales66-80.
Pectoralfin subequal to otess than pelvic fin. Dorsal head profile of adultstraightto concave,the
nape distinctly convex. Caudal fin rounded.

Colour: Body orange-red tored, becoming duskierin largerindividuals. Scatteredaint bluish-white spots.
Headpurplishwith numerousclose-sebrange-redspots.Finsred, membranef thesoftdorsal, caudahnd
analfins dusky. Body, caudahnd softdorsalfins with purplishspots.

Habitat and Biology: Demersal.Occurson coral reefsandin atoll basins usually at depthsbetween
30-100m (occasionallyin shallowerwaters). NocturnalFeedson fishesandcrustaceans.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Cephalopholissonneratiis a rather deep-dwellingspecies.lIt is therefore rarely seenby
divers, but it is occasionallycaughtby hand linesat night.
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Cephalopholisspiloparaea (valencienns, 1828)

EnglishName: Strawberryhind Family: SERRANIDAE
Local Name: Naaringufaana Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 22 cm Specimen: MRS/0324/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsalfin with 9 spinesand 14-16 rays. Anal fin with 3 spinesand 9 rays.
Pectoral fin with 17-19rays. Body depth 2.6-3.2n standardength. Eyes large, interorhitalarea
flat. Maxilla scaly. Preoperclerounded,very finely serrate,with a shallow notch; lower edgefleshy.
Subopercleand interoperclesmoothwith minute serraePelvic fins notreachinganus.

Colour: Light red, mottledandblotchedwith brownish-red. Cauddin with abluish white posteriomargin
that becomesubmarginalat corners.Distal margin of soft dorsalandanal finswith a palebluish margin.

Habitat and Biology: Known only from insular localities. Inhabits coral reefswith clear watersat
depths 0of15-108 m. Most common below 40 m.
Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Cephalopholis'spiloparaeais perhapshe most common grouperin the Indo-Pacific below

40 m. It is sometimesconfusedwith C. aurantia. but this specieshasa black line precedingthe thin
blue-white band on the caudalfin.
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Cephalopholis urodeta(Schneider,1801)
PLATE 2c

English Name: [)arkfin hind Family: SERRANIDAE
Local Name: Kanfaiy kalhu faana Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 28 cm Specimen: MRS/0102/87

Distinctive Characters:Dorsal fin with 9 spines and 14-16 rays. Anal fin with 3 spines and® rays.
Pectoral fin with 17-19rays. Body depth 2.7-3.3 in standardlength. Lateral-line scales 54-68.
Preoperclerounded,finely serrate; lower edge fleshy. Subopercieand interopercle usually smooth.
Pectoralfins distinctly longerthan pelvic fins. Pelvic fins not reachinganus.

Colour: Reddishbrown, darker posteriorly. Body sometimeswith small pale spots. Pectoral,anal.
rear parts of dorsal and caudal fins dusky. Two dark spots usuallypresentat the tip of lower jaw.

Habitat and Biology: Coral reefspeciesthat is usually seenin outerreefareas,but also in lagoons.
back reefsandon the reef top at depths of 1-60 m. Feedsmainly on fish and crustaceans.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.
Remarks: Juvenilesof Cephalopholis urodetare sometimesexportedas aquariumfish. This species

in the Pacific Ocean differsfrom the Indian by having two oblique white bandsin the caudal fin.
Previously recordedas C. nigripinnis.
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Diphoprion bifasciatum Cuvier, 1828

EnglishName: Two-barredsoapfish Family: SERRANIDAE
Local Name: Huraggalhi londhimas Order:  Perciformes
Size: Max. 25 cm Specimen: MRS/0212/88

Distinctive Characters:Dorsal fin with 8 spines andl13-16rays. Analfin usually with 2 spinesand
12-13rays. Pectoralin with 17-18rays. Body deptl2.0-2.4in standardength.Body oblong and compressed.
Pelvic fins very long, reachingoeyond spinous portionf analfin. Preoperculamargin coarselyserrate.

Colour: Light yellow with two dark brown bars crossingody, one through eye andthe other across
hind part of body but curving forward to include spinydorsal.

Habitat and Biology: A coral reef species. Secreteskin toxin grammistin under stress.
Distribution: Indo-WestPacific.

Remarks:Both Diploprion bifasciatumand the related Grammistes sexlineatuse relatively uncommon
in theMaldives, butneithercouldbe describedasrare. Previouslyrecorded under thiamily Grammistidae.
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Epinephelusareolatus (Forsskal,1775)
PLATE 2d

English Name: Areolategrouper Family: SERRANIDAE
Local Name: Thijjehi faana Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 40 cm Specimen:MRS/PU 139/87

Distinctive CharactersDorsalfin with 11 spines and.5-17rays. Analfin usually with 3 spines an@ rays.
Pectoralfin with 17-19rays. Body depth2.8-3.3 in standardength. 14 to 16 gill rakerson lower limb.
Preopercleserratewith 3-7largeserraeat the angleDorsalfin membranedistinctly incised betweenspines.
Caudalfin slightly convexin juveniles,truncateor slightly emarginaten adults.

Colour: Pale,covered withnumerousdark brownspots. About 8-14 dark spotsfrom last dorsalspineto
anus. Spotselatively smallerandmorenumerouswith growth. Caudal margimwhitish.

Habitat and Biology: Found on seagrass bedsor on fine sedimentbottoms near rocky reefs and
deadcorals at depthof 6 to 200 m. Feedson benthic invertebratesand smallfishes.

Distribution: Indo-WestPacific.
Remarks:Epinephelusareolatus is arather attractive speciewith its pale brown spotting. It may he

confusedwith F. cholorostigma,but that specieshas much smallerspots,andslightly different fin and
gill rakercounts.
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PLATE 2e

Epinephelus caeruleopunctatugBloch, 1790)
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PLATE 2f

Epinephelus chiorostigma(Vvalenciennes,1828)
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Kulhandhuru faana
Common to 50 cm; max. 75 cm

English Name: Brown-spotted grouper
Indo-WestPacific.

Local Name:

Size:
Anal fin of adults angularor pointed. Pectorafin with 17-19rays. Body depth2.8-3.3in standard

length. 15-1IS gill rakerson lower limb. Caudalfin truncate orslightly concave.
Habitat and Biology: Occursin depthsof 4-280m, in awide rangeof habitats,including seagrasbedsand

mud bottomsbut mostcommonon outerreefslopes.Feedson small fishes,and crustaceans.
latter speciescanbe distinguishedby its larger spots (largestsize of the pupil) and also the difference

Remarks: Epinepheluscholorostigmais most likely to be confusedwith E. areolatus. Howeverthe
in their sizes.

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 11 spinesand 16-18rays. Analfin with 3 spines and rays.

Colour: Covered with small brown spots. The largestabout half pupil diameter.

caudal fin usually white. Eye orange.

Distribution:



Epinepheludasciatus (Forsskal,1775)

PLATE 2g

SERRANIDAE
Perciformes

Family:
Order:

English Name: Blacktip grouper, Red bandedyrouper

Local Name:

Size:

Raiy galhi faana

Specimen: MRS/0304/88

Common to 25 cm; max. 40 cm

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 11 spines andl5-17 rays. Anal fin with 3 spines and8 rays.

Pectoral fin with 18-20rays. Gill rakers6-8 on upper limb, 15-17 on lower limb. Body depth2.8-3.3
in standard lengthinterorbital areaflat, hut dorsal headprofile convex. Preopercleround, rear

edge finely serrate.Caudalfin slightly to moderatelyrounded.

Colour: Pink, with red bandsof variable intensity on sides andhead. Triangulartips of membranes

betweendorsal spines black. Fingeddish orangepale yellowish, green, orgreenishbrown.

Habitat and Biology: Occurson coral reefs fromthe shoreto a depthof 160 m. Feedson a variety of

crustaceansndfishes.

Indo-Pacific.

Distribution:

Remarks: The red bandson sidesof Epinephelusasciatus canhe turnedon andoff quite rapidly, but

the black tips on the dorsal fin are always present andare a useful aid to identification.
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PLATE 2h

Epinepheludlavocaeruleus (Lacep de, 1802)

SERRANIDAE
Perciformes

Family:
Order:

English Name: Blue-and-yellowgrouper

Local Name:

Size:

Dhon noo faana

Specimen: MRS/P0165/87

Commonto 55 cm; max. 80 cm

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 11 spines and16-17 rays. Analfin with 3 spines and rays.

Pectoral fin with 18-20rays. Body depth 2.3-2.7in standardlength. Body deepand compressed.
Interorbital areaconvex. Preopercldinely serrate.Posteriornostrils of large adults noticeably larger

than anterior ones. Caudal fin truncate.

Dark blue or grey with bright yellow markings. Yellowcolour quite extensivein juveniles

Colour:

(including aU fins and face) but much reducedn adults. Pelvicandcaudal fins tipped with black.

Habitat and Biology: Occurs on shallow coral reefs, adults on deeper reef¢o depths of 150 m.

Feedson fishes, crustaceansand cephalopods.

Indian Ocean.

Distribution:

Remarks: with its very distinctive colourpattern, Epinephelusflavocaeruleusis one of the easiest

Epinephe/usto identify.

It is not so commonin Maldives but is occasionallytaken by fishermen.
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PLATE 3a

Epinephelususcoguttatus (Forsskal,1775)

SERRANIDAE
Perciformes

Family:
Order:

English Name: Brown-marbledgrouper

Local Name:

Size:

Kas faana

Specimen: MRS/P0129/87

Common to 70cm; max.95 cm

Distinctive Characters: Dorsalfin with 11 spines and14-15rays. Analfin with 3 spines and rays.

Pectoralfin with 18-20 rays. Body depth 2.6-2.9in standard lengthTotal gill rakers29 to 31.

Lateralline scales53 to 58. Preopercldinely serrate. Cauddin rounded.

Mottled brown. Many small dark spotson body and fins and large irregulardark blotches

Colour:

on headand body. Dark saddleon caudal peduncle. Jawsnd chin with transversepale bands.

Adults oftenin caves. Juveniles

Habitat and Biology: Occurson shallowcoralreefs to depthsof 60 iii.

are sometimesfound in seagrass areas. Feeds fishes, crustaceansand cephalopods.

Indo-Pacific.

Distribution:

Remarks: Epinephelu.duscoguttatusis often confused with E. polyphekadion(previously knownas

E. microdon).which hasfewerpectoral finrays(16 or 17). smooth convexdorsalheadprofile, interspiflous

dorsalfin membranes lesseeplyincised,and a lessreddy-browncolouration.
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Epinephelus lanceolatus(Bloch, 1790)

e 4 a5 O
i .

English Name: Giant grouper Family: SERRANIDAE
Local Name: Mudu faana Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 2.3 m Specimen: MRS/P0479/97

Distinctive Characters: l)orsal fin with 11 spines andl4-16 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 8 rays.

Pectoralfin with 18-20rays. Body depth2.4-3.4 in standardlength. Body robust. Lateral-line scales
with branchedtubules. Preoperclesubangular,finely serrate, the cornersrounded. Upper edge of

operculum convex. Pelvic fins not reachinganus. Caudal fin rounded.

Colour: Small juvenilesyellow with irregularbroad black barson body. Small adults with irregular
white or yellow spotson the black areasand fins with irregularblack spots. Adults dark brownwith

faint mottling, the fins with numerous small blaclspots.Large adults darkbrown, fins darker.

Habitat and Biology: Demersaloften foundin shallow waters butalso at depthsof 100 m. Commonly
seenin caveson coral reefsand aroundwrecks. Feedson crustaceansand fish.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Epinepheluslanceolatusis one of the two largestspeciesof groupersin the world (the
otheris E. itajara of the Atlantic and easternPacific oceans).It is not often caughtin the Maldives.
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Epinepheluslongispinis (Kner, 1865)

English Name: Longspinegrouper, Streakyspagrouper Family: ~ SERRANIDAE
Local Name:  Kooru faana Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 60 cm Specimen:MRS/P0117/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 11 spines and16-17 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 8 rays.
Pectoralfin with 17-19rays. Body depth2.8-3.3in standardength.Ventral edgeof maxilla with a“step” in
subadultsPreopercleroundedwith aslight notch,below whichserraeenlarged.Third orfourth dorsalspine
longerthanthe longestdorsalsoft ray. Caudafin rounded.

Colour: Pale brown. Coveredwith medium sized dark reddish spots. These are more abundant
and elongatedposteriorly. Pectoraland pelvic fins dusky, with a few small dark spots.

Habitat and Biology: Usually found on coral reefsor rocky areasand occasionallyon sandybottom
at depths ofup to 70 m. Feedsmainly on crustaceansand rarely on fish and squids.

Distribution: Indian Oceanand Indonesia.

Remarks: Epinepheluslongispinis is rather easyto identify because ofts very distinctive streaky
spotting.
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Epinephelusmacrospilos (Bleeker, 1855)

English Name: Snuhnosegrouper, Bigspot grouper Family: SERRANIDAE
Local Name: Fijehi faana Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 51 cm Specimen: MRS/P0159/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 11 spines and 15-17 rays. Analfin with 3 spines and8 rays.

Pectoralfin with 17-20rays. Body depth 3.0-3.6 in standardlength. Total gill rakers2l to 24. Body
robust. Lower jaw strongly projecting. Interorbital areaflat or slightly concave.Caudal fin rounded.

Colour: Head and body with roundto polygonal dark brown spots,variable in size (juveniles with
larger spots). Median fins yellowish, with blackish brown spots.Soft dorsal, caudal and anal fins
with pale margin. Underside ofjaw usually with two dark spots.

Habitat and Biology: Occurson coralreefsto depthsof at least44 m. Feedson crustaceangmainlycrabs),
fishes, octopusesandsquids.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Specimensof Epinephelus macrospildgom Westernindian Ocean differérom those elsewhere
by having dark spotson undersideof jaw, andthe darkspotson the headandbody arelargerand close-set.
Previouslymisidentified as E.faveatusin the Catalogueof Fishesof the Maldives,Vol.2, page294.
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Epinephelusmerra Bloch, 1793

English Name: Honeycombgrouper Family: SERRANIDAE
Local Name: Lab faana Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 32 cm Specimen: MRS/0052/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with LI spines and15-17rays. Analfin with 3 spines ands rays.
Pectoral fin with 16-18rays. Body depth 2.8-3.3 in standardlength. Bodyoblong, somewhat
compressed. Maxillary extendinigehind the hind border of eye. Pectoral fin shorterthan head.
First dorsal spine shorterthan others, dorsalrays longer than dorsalspines. Caudafin rounded.

Colour: Body, head and all fins with dark brownspots.with narrow pale interspaceDots on fins
and lower sides of body more widely spread.Pectoralfin coveredwith small black spotsthat are largely
confinedto the rays: outerhalf of the fin dark.

Habitat and Biology: A shallow watercoral reefspeciegypically found on patchreefsin lagoonsusually
at depthsof lessthan 20 m. Feedsprimarily on crustaceans (craladshrimps)but also fishes.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Epinephelus merras the most commongrouperon protected shallow lagoon reefs. It is
also one of the “reticulated groupers” whichcomprise9 shallow water coral reef speciesthat have
aroundedcaudalfin andaclose-setarkbrownspotswith paleinterspace$orming anetworkon thebody.
However, E. merracan be distinguishedfrom othersby its pectoral finpattern.
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Epinephelusmiliaris (Valenciennes,1830)

English Name: Netfin grouper, Honeyfin grouper Family: SERRANIDAE
Local Name: Kurehi faana Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 53 cm Specimen: MRS/PU 170/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 11 spinesand 16-17 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand$§ rays.

Pectoralfin with 17-18rays. Body depth 2.8-3.2in standardlength. Maxillary reachinga vertical at
rear edgeof orbit. Preoperclefinely serrated.Sides of lower jaw with 2 rows of teeth. Thirdor fourth

dorsal spinelongest, longerthan the longest dorsal soft ray. Caudal fin rounded.

Colour: Brownish or reddishbrown. Body and spiny dorsal with numeroussmall, polygonal brown
spots separatedy network of pale lines. Darkerbandsvisible on sides. Fins with large dark spots.

Habitat and Biology: Adults occuron coralreefsat depthsof 18 to 180 m. Juvenilesfound on muddy
bottoms. seagradsedsandcoralreefs to depthsof 16 m. Feedson crustaceansjastropodsndfishes.

Distribution: Indo-West Pacific.

Remarks: Although Epinephelus miliarishas a wide distributional range, it is known from relatively
few localities. The specimenon which this report is basedconstituted the first record from the
Maldives. It was caughtby longline (depth200 m) outside Hulhule, during fishing trials conducted
by R.V. Farumas, Reefishing Project.
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Epinephelusmorrhua (valenciennes1833)

SERRANIDAE
Perciformes

Family:
Order:

English Name: Comet grouper

Local Name:

Size:

faana

Dhunthari

Specimen: MRS/P0303/88

Max. 73 cm

Distinctive Characters: Dorsalfin with 11 spinesamid 14-15rays. Analfin with 3 spines and 7-8ays.

Pectoralfin with 7-18 raysBody depth2.8-3.1 instandardength.Maxillary notreachingpast eye. Preopercle
finely serratedwith 2 to 5 enlarged serraat angle. Sidesof lower jaw with 2 rows of teeth. Caudalfin

slightly to moderatelyrounded.Dorsalfin membranedistinctly indented betweespines.

Colour: Light brownish with dark brownhands. A dark band from upperedgeof opercle to blotch

below dorsalfin amid dark bandson head as illustrated.

Habitat and Biology: A deepwaterspeciesthat is usually found in depths of 80 to 370 m.

Indo-WestPacific.

Distribution:

Remarks: Epinephelusmorrhuais a largedeepwategrouper.Several specimenaere caughtin 80-10() m
depthby R.V. ‘Farumas’fishing with longline by day alongthe eastern sidef North Male Atoll.
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Epinephelus multinotatus (Peters,1876)

PLATE 3b
English Name: White-blotched grouper Family: ~ SERRANIDAE
Local Name: Baafothi faana Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. | m Specimen: MRS/P0168/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 11 spinesand 15-17rays. Anal fin with 3 spines and rays.

Pectoral fin with [8-20 rays.Body depth 2.6-2.9in standard length. Preoperchinely serrated.
Interorhital areadistinctly convex, dorsal profile of headslightly convex. Membranesbetween dorsal
spines notincised. Caudal fin truncate, round in juveniles.

Colour: Pale brownish-grey.with white blotches aboveand small dark reddish spotsbelow. After
death,becomesdarker grey and white blotchesdisappear.

Habitat and Biology: Occursin deeperwatersto depths of90 in. Juvenilesare found on shallower
inshore coral reefs. Feedson fish and crustaceans.

Distribution: Indian Ocean.

Remarks: In Maldives,Epinephelusnultinotatusis only rarelycaughtby local fishermen. Thdirst records
were fromR.V. ‘Farumas’ReefFishing Surveyduringwhich few specimensverecaughtinsideatoll basins.
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Epinephelusoctofasciatus Griffin, 1926

English Name: Eightbar grouper Family:  SERRANIDAE
Local Name: Kalhu faana Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 80 cm Specimen: MRS/P0328/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 11 spines and 14-15 rays. Anal fin with 3 spinesand 9 rays.
Pectoral fin with 18-19 rays. Body depth 2.2-2.7in standard length. Preopercle angular, the serrae
at angle enlarged.Upper edge ofoperculum, dorsal head profile convex. Maxilla reachesto or rear
half of eye. Pelvicfins subequal to or larger than pectoral fin. Caudal fin rounded.

Colour: Brown with 8 broad dark brown bars; first on nape, secondat dorsal fin origin, coveringfirst 2
dorsalspines.Pelvicfins, distal half of softdorsal andanal fins dark brown. Large individuals almostblack.

Habitat and Biology: Occurs on deep reefs from depths of 150 to 300 m.
Distribution: Indo-West Pacific.

Remarks: Epinephelusoctofasciatusvas previously misidentifiedhs E. septemfasciatuim the Catalogue
of Fishes of the Maldives, Vol.3, page 422. The specimenrecorded there was apparently the first

record ofthis species fromthe Maldives andwas caughtby longline in 170 m near K. Giraavaruin
October 1988 byR.V. ‘Farumas'.
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PLATE 3C

Epinephelusongus (Bloch, 1790)
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Epinephelus polyphekadion(Bleeker, 1849)
PLATE 3d

English Name: Camouflage grouper Family: ~ SERRANIDAE
Local Name: Kula faana Order: Perciformes
Size: Commonto 40 cm; max. 75 cm Specimen: MRS/P0148/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 11 spinesand 14-15rays. Analfin with 3 spines and8 rays.
Pectoralfin with 16-18rays. Body depth2.7-3.1 in standardlength. Dorsal head profile smoothly
convex. Interorhital area flat. Mid-lateral body scalesmostly ctenoid, not coveredby skin. Rear
nostril diameterabouttwice diameterof front nostrils. Caudalfin rounded.

Colour: Mottled brown, coveredwith small dark spots. Head andbody with fairly distinct dark
blotches, blotch on top of caudal pedunclebrownish-blackand conspicuous.

Habitat and Biology: Occursin clear wateron coral reefs, either in lagoonsor on outer reefs to
depthsof 50 m. Feedsmostly on benthiccrustaceansuchascrabs, sometimeson fishes, squid andsnails.

Distribution: Indo-WestPacific.
Remarks: Epinephelugpolyphekadionis easily confusedwith E. fuscoguttatus.lt can, however, be

distinguishedon the basis of lower gillraker andpectoral ray counts. This specieswas previously
recordedas E. microdon,in the Catalogueof Fishesof the Maldives, Vol. 2, page302.
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Epinephelusretouti Bleeker, 1868

English Name: Red-tipped grouper Family: ~ SERRANIDAE
Local Name: Dhon faana Order: Perciformes
Size: Common to 35 cm: max.50 cm Specimen: MRS/P0379/92

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 11 spines andl16-17 rays. Analfin with 3 spines and rays.
Pectoral fin with 19-20 rays. Body depth 2.5-3.1 in standard lengthDorsal headprofile slightly
convex. No scaleson maxilla. Nostrils sub-equalCaudalfin truncateto convex.

Colour: Reddish.Each scalavith adark basal spot. Usually five faint dark barson body. Margin of
dorsalfin andtipper edgeof caudalfin with a dusky border. Juvenileswith dorsal part of headdark
brown with 4 irregular transversevhitish bandsacross dorsal surface.

Habitat and Biology: Adults found on coral reefsand outerreef slopesin depths of 70-220 ni.
Juvenilesoccurin depths of20-40 m.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.
Remarks: Epinephelusretouti is very similar in appearanceo E. fasciatus.It can he distinguished

from E. fasciatusby having a longer snout: brown isteadof black dorsaltips; a dark dorsal margin to
the caudal; a nearly truncate: and depth distribution.
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Epinephelusspilotoceps Schultz, 1953
PLATE 3e

English Name: Foursaddle grouper Family:  SERRANIDAE
Local Name: Asdhaanu faana Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 31 cm Specimen: MRS/103/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 11 spinesand 14-16rays. Anal fin with 3 spinesand 8 rays.
Pectoralfin with 17-19 rays. Body depth 3.1-3.6 in standardength. Dorsal headprofile convex.
Interorbital area flat to concaveCaudal pedunclalepth distinctly less than lengthof secondanal
spine. Caudalfin rounded. Bodyscalesctenoid exceptfor thoseon belly.

Colour: Brownish. Body coveredwith dark spots forming a pale mesh. Frontof headwith small
dark spots. 3 or 4 darkdorsal blotches(first at base oflast dorsal spine, lasbn caudalpeduncle).

Habitat and Biology: Foundon shallow water coralreefs.
Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Epinephelusspilotocepsis very common in the Maldivedt is well camouflagedwith its
pale colouration as it sits amongthe coralsand coral rubble, in shallow water.
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Epinephelustauvina (Forsskal,1775)

English Name: Greasygrouper Family: ~ SERRANIDAE
Local Name: Londhi faana Order: Perciformes
Size: Commonto 45 cm; max. 75 cm Specimen: MRS/PO0I73/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 11 spinesand |3-16 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand8 rays.
Pectoralfin with 18-19 rays. Body depth 3.0-3.6 irstandardiength. Maxilla reacheswell past eye.
3 or 4 rows of teeth on midlateral part of lowerjaw. Caudalfin rounded.Body scales cycloidexcept
for a small patch at the end of pectorfai.

Colour: Brown-grey with many orangebrown spotscoveringbody and fins.Dark blotch may be
presentat baseof last dorsal spine.

Habitat and Biology: Primarily acoral reef speciesoccurring in depthsof | to atleast 50 m. Juveniles
found in tide pools on the reefflat. Feeds mainlyon fish.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Epinephelugauvina, despiteits unappetisingenglishname, is a prime foodfish andis the
subject of intensive cage culture in some countries. It can be easily distinguishedfrom similar
speciesby its shape,patternof spotting and very long maxilla.
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Gracila albomarginata (Fowler andBean, 1930)

English Name: Maskedgrouper Family: SERRANIDAE
Local Name: Boakudafaana Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 38 cm Specimen:MRS/0321/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 9 spinesand 14-16rays. Anal fin with 3 spinesand 9-10
rays. Pectoralfin with 17-19 rays. Body depth2.6-3.3 in standardlength. Head small. Distal part of
maxilla of adults with a prominent step ohook-like proceson lower edge. Dorsal fin membranes
not incised betweenthe spines. Caudafin truncate.

Colour: Dark brown butwith purple-bluemarkings. About4 diagonal lines on head, about 14 narrow
chevronson sides and several spotson ‘neck’. Rearof pectoralfins, edgeof soft dorsaland caudal
fins orange.Edge of spiny dorsal. pelvics andanalviolet. Juveniles purple browwith orangebands.

Habitat and Biology: An active grouperwhich roamsover thereef. Usually foundon outer reef
areasdeeperthan 15 m. Feedsmainly on fish.

i)istribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Gracila albomarginatais a moderately commomeeffish. althoughit is rarely caughtby
fishermen. It usually occursin about! 5-25 m, swimming slowly a metreor two) abovethe reef.
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Grammistessexlineatus (Thunberg, 1792)

English Name: Golden-striped soapfish Family:  SERRANIDAE
Local Name: Ran rongu londhimas Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 28 cm Specimen:MRS/021 1/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 7 spinesand 13-14rays. Analfin with 2 spines and 9-10
rays. Pectoralfin with 16-18 rays. Body depth 2.3-2.8 istandardength. Body oblong. A small
fleshy flap on tip of chin. The spinousportion of dorsalfin separatedrom the soft portion by a deep
notch. Margins ofsubopercleand interoperclesmooth. Caudal fin rounded.

Colour: Body dark brown or black with thin, pale stripes. Themberof stripes tends tancrease
with age, andthey also tend to breakip into a seriesof dashes.

Habitat and Biology: Inhabits coral reefs and rocky bottoms wheteereis good shelter, often in
surprisingly shallow water. Feedsmainly on fishes.

Distribution: Indo-West Pacific.

Remarks: Grarnntistes sexlineatus, like other soapfishessecretescopious quantities of mucus
(grammistin), particularlywhen disturbed.Previouslyrecordedunderthe family Grammistidae.
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Liopropomaafricanum (Smith, 1954)

English Name: African basslet Family: SERRANIDAE
Local Name: Africa faana Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 8 cm Specimen: MRS/0201/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin divided. 14 pectoral rays. Typically 6-13 gill rakers. Third dorsal
spine longest. Fleshy edgeof cornerand ventral margirof preoperciewith 12-16 small pores.
Caudal fin slightly emarginate.

Colour: Dull red brown. 5 darkerbody stripeswith pale narrow interspacesSecondinterspace
brightest. Stripes becomingyellow on head.Caudal pedunclegellowish, fins pale yellowish.

Habitat and Biology: Lives fairly deepon coral reefs invariably in the recessef cavesandcrevices.
Distribution: Western IndianOcean.
Remarks: Lioproporna africanum hasonly beenreportedoncebefore from the Maldives, by Randall

and Taylor 1988. The specimenon which this report is based wasollected by Randall, Shiham
Adam and Andersonfrom an area ofbroken coralin 35 m at K. Maniyafushi.
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PLATE 3f

Plectropomus areolatus(Ruppell, 1830)
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SERRANIDAE
Perciformes

Specimen: MRS/P0I35/87
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Greybrown. Numerousrelatively large (equal in size to pupil) dark edgedblue spotscovering

English Name: Squaretail coralgrouper

Local Name:

Size:
Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 7 or 8 spinesand 10-12rays. Anal fin with 3 spinesand

8 rays. Pectorafin 15-17 rays. 2-7 developedgill rakeron the lower limb. Body depth2.9-3.9. Body
elongateand robustlnterorbital areawith small embeddedcalesBaseof spinouspartof dorsalfin subequal

to thatof soft rayedpart. Caudalfin truncateto slightly emarginate.
Remarks: Plectropomusareolatus can be distinguishedfrom other speciesof Plectropomusfound in

Habitat and Biology: Occursin lagoonsand seawardreefs from2 to 20 m. Feedsmainly on fishes.
Maldivesby its truncatecaudalfin, andthe lack of verticalelongatedspotson sidesor dark dorsalsaddles.

body and medianfins. Caudal fin often with blackishsubmarginalband.

Colour:
Distribution:



Plectropomusglaevis (Lacepéde,1801)
PLATE 3g

EnglishName: Black-saddled coralgrouper Family: SERRANIDAE
Local Name: Kula olhufaana Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 1.2 m Specimen:MRS/P0163/87

Distinctive Characters:Dorsalfin with 7 or 8 spinesand 10-12rays. Anal fin with 3 spinesand
8 rays. Pectorafin 16-18rays. Body depth2.9-3.9. Body elongate robust.Interorbital areaflat and naked.
Preoperclebroadly rounded.Hind nostril muchlongerthan frontnostril. Caudalfin emarginate.

Colour: Two colourphasespoth haves darkbrown orblack saddles(althoughthesemay not bevisible in
somedarkphaseindividuals). The pale phaseis white with yellow fins andvariable numbersof scattered
dark-edgedlue spots.The dark phaséas brown redwith manysmall dark-edgedblue spots.

Habitat and Biology: Occurson coral reefsfrom 4 to 90 m, most often inpasses,but also seenin
lagoon andseaward reefsvith rich coral growth. Feeds exclusivelgn fishes, includingothergroupers.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Therehas been confusionin the identification of Plectropomudaevisin the pastbecause
of its 2 colourphases.Howeverit can be easilyidentified becauséboth phaseshave5 darkdorsalsaddles.
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Plectropomugpessuliferus Fowler, 1904
PLATE 3h

EnglishName: Rovingcoraigrouper Family: SERRANIDAE
Local Name: Dhonolhu faana Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.63 cm; 1.2m (in the Red Sea) Specimen: MRS/P0126/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 7 or 8 spines andl0-12rays. Analfin with 3 spines and rays.
Pectoralfin 15-16rays. Body depth2.9-3.9in standardength.Body elongaterobust.Rearmostril of adults
largerthan anteriornostril. First or secondanalspinesembedded. Cauddin emarginate.

Colour: Red-brown, with numerous small dark-edgedblue spots. Somespotson sides vertically
elongate, andomeon headdiagonally elongate (few spots on head). Pelvicfins with blue spots.

Habitat and Biology: Occurson or nearcoral reefsat depths of 15 to 150 m.
Distribution: Indo-Pacific.
Remarks: Plectropomuspessulijerushasbeencharacterisedas an uncommon species. Howeverijt

appears fairly regularly at Male fish market. A separate subspeciesis recognized fromthe Red Sea
on the basis of colour pattern.
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Pogonoperca ocellataGunther, 1859
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Pseudanthiasooperi (Regan,1902)

SERRANIDAE
Perciformes

Family:
Order:

EnglishName: Silverstreakanthias

Local Name:

Size:

Dhon bureki
Max. 15 cm

Specimen:MRS/0062186

Distinctive Characters:Dorsal fin with 10 spines and 15-17 rays. Anal fin with 3 spines and

7-8 rays.Pectoralfin 18-20rays. 2 predorsabones Body depth2.8-3.3in standardength. Compressed and

elongatedody. Baseof caudal angectoralcoveredwith scales.

Colour: Dorsalpink becomingyellow on lower sides.Dorsal spineandanteriorrayspinkish.Caudalfin of
femalesdeeply emarginateand lobe tips bright red andin malescaudalfin lunateand redwith narrow
lavenderupper and lowemarginsand a short red baron side of the body. No violet linesabove.

Habitat and Biology: Occurson coral reefsto depths of60 m. Feedson zooplankton.

Indo-Pacific.

Distribution:

Remarks: Pseudanthiascooperiis often misidentified as Pseudanthias taeniatuklunzinger,a Red

Sea speciesP. kashiwae Tanaka,is a synonym.A popular aquariundish.
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Pseudanthiasevansi (Smith, 1954)

English Name: Yellowback anthias Family: SERRANIDAE
Local Name:  Mathi dhon bureki Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 13 cm Specimen: MRS!0296/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 11 spinesand 16 rays or 10 spinesand 16-18 rays. Analfin

with 3 spines and8 rays. Pectoralfin 16-18rays.Body depth 3.1-3.4 irstandardength. Upperlip

of males thickenedat symphysis,forming aprotuberantpapilla. Dorsal and andin heavily scaled
at their basesand well out onto fins. Noprolongedspines. Caudafin deeply forked.

Colour: Yellow abovea line from origin of dorsalfin to lower base o€audalfin; abruptly violet below.

Habitat and Biology: A common coral reef species. Occurst depthslessthan40 m. During daytime
it moves over reefpatchesinto the water column. Feedson planktons.

Distribution: Indian Ocean.

Remarks: Pseudanthiasevansi, is one of the most beautifullycolouredanthiids. It is a very popular
aquariumfish.
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Pseudanthiasquamipinnis (Peters, 1855)

English Name: Scalefin anthias Family: SERRANIDAE
Local Name: Kashikeyomas Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 15 cm Specimen: MRS/0297/88

Distinctive Characters:Dorsal fin with 10 spines and 16-18. Anal fin with 3 spines and6-7 rays.
Pectoralfin 16-18rays. Body depth2.4-3.1 in standardlength. Auxiliary scalespresent,fins heavily
scaled. No papillae on edgeof orbit, margin of suhopercle andnteropercleserrate. Third dorsal
spine prolongedin adult females,greatly elongatein males.Caudal fin lunate.

Colour: Femalesorange-yellow, the scalesrimmed with lavenderexcept ventrally. Males fuchsia,
the scaleson side of body with a yellow spot.

Habitat and Biology: A common coral reef species. Occurs depthsless than 35 m. Forms larger
aggregationsnfront of drop-offs in the watercolumn. Feedson planktonin theevening sun. Females
much commonerthan males.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Pseudanthias squamipinnis the most commonspeciesof the genuson shallow reefs.
Like other anthiidsit is a popularaquariumfish.
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PLATE 4a

Variola albimarginata Baissac,1952
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Variola louti (Forsskal,1775)
PLATE 4b

EnglishName: Yellow-edgedlyretail; Moontail sesbass Family: SERRANIDAE
Local Name: Kandu haa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.81 cm Specimen: MRS/P0162/87

Distinctive CharactersDorsalfin with 9 spinesand13-15rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand8 rays. Pectoral
fin 16-19 rays. 15-18 lower gill rakers. Body deptt2.8-3.3 in standard length. Bodgblong. Anterior
interspinous membranes dorsalfin slightly incised.Midlateral body scalesctenoid, without auxiliary
scales. Pelvidins of adults reaclpastanus.Caudal fin of adults verylunate.

Colour: Yellowish brown to orange-red. Head, bodyd medianfins with numerous small irregular
spotsor streaks of pale blue, lavender pink. Rear margins of medianfins broadly yellow. Juveniles
with irregular black stripe and spot®n upperside of headand body.

Habitat and Biology: Occurson coral reefsat depthsof 3-240 m, usually seensolitary in clear
water areas adepths below15 m. Feedsprimarily on fishes, crustaceansand cephalopods.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks:Variola louti is commonly seetby diversand snorkellers alonghe reef slope. Underwater
it appearsmainly violet in colour, someindividuals being a mostgorgeousdeeppurple.
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Calloplesiopsaltivelis (Steindachner1903)

EnglishName: Comet Family: PLESIOPIDAE
Local Name:  Dhunthari mas Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 16 cm Specimen:MRS/0283/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 11 spines and 8-%ays. Analfin with 3 spines and® rays. Pectoral
rays 18-19. Body depth2.5-2.7in standardength. Spinousmembranef dorsalfin notincised.Dorsaland
analfin somewhatlevated Caudalfin long and pointed.

Colour: Blackwith smallroundbluish-whitespotson headandbody (oneperscale),and scaledasalparts
of fins. A prominentocellusat the base of lastlorsalrays.

Habitat and Biology: A secretivespeciesliving in cavesandcreviceson thereefslope.
Distribution: Indo-Pacific.
Remarks: Calloplesiopsaltivelis is fairly commonon protectedcoral reefsin the Maldives. Howeverijt is

rarely seenby diversbecausef its secretivehabits. Whenthreatenedt may presentits tail to the intruder
displayingtheprominentposterioreyespotThisis thoughtby someto be mimicry of the Spottedmoray eel.
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Priacanthushamrur (Forsskal, 1775)

English Name: Crescent-tail bigeye Family: ~ PRIACANTHIDAE
Local Name: Hungumas Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 35 cm Specimen: MRS/0015/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 10 spines andlL3-15rays. Analfin with 3 spines andl3-16rays.
Pectoralrays 17-20. Body depth2.5-2.9in standardength. Well compressedbody. Mouth nearly vertical,
snoutlong. Posteriorandlower marginsof preopercldinely serrated Caudalfin emarginate.

Colour: Usually uniformred to deepred with a seriesof about 15 small dark spots along lateral line.
Median andpelvic fins duskyred. A blackspotatbase offirst 3 pelvic rays. Capablef quickly alteringto

pinkish silver with six redbarson body andoneextendingventrally from eyes.

Habitat and Biology: Known from thedepth range aboust to atleast250rn. Easily approached underwater.
Sometimesseenin small groups. NocturnalFeed9rimarily on the largerzooplanktons.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Priacanthushamruris acommoninhabitantof Maldivian reefs. This speciess closely relatedto
the endemicP. ineeki Jenkinsof Hawaii andthe Atlantic P. arenatusCuvier.
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Apogonabrogramma Fraserand Lachner, 1985

EnglishName: Faintstripe cardinalfish Family: APOGONIDAE
LocalName: Ehronguboadhi Order: Perciformes
Size: Commonto 7cm;max. 10cm Specimen: MRS/0203/88

Distinctive CharactersFirst dorsafin with 7 spinessecond dorsdin with | spineand9 rays. Analfin with
2 spinesand6 rays.Preopercle edgeerrate.Supramaxillaabsent.

Colour: Palebrown, with a distinct blackstriperunning from the snoutthroughthe eye tothetail. Leading
edges ofirst dorsalandcaudalfins black. No spoton caudalfin.

HabitatandBiology: A coral reefspeciescommonesin shallow lagoonsvhich containcoral outcrops.
Distribution: Indo-WestPacific.
RemarksApogonabrogrammads acommonspeciesn the Maldives. It belongstothe subgenusPristiapogon

whichcontainsseveralsimilar lookingspeciesCardinalfishesareoneof few marinefish familiesin whichoral
broodingis found.
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Apogon nigrofasciatusLachner,1953

EnglishName: Black stripedcardinalfish Family:  APOGONIDAE
LocalName:  Fulhaarongwboadhi Order: Perciformes
Size: Commonto 6cm;max.9cm Specimen: MRS/0204/88

Distinctive CharactersFirst dorsal fin with 7 spines,second dorsdin with | spineand9 rays. Analfin
with 2 spinesand 8 rays. Pectoralfin with 13 or 14 (usually 14) rays. Lateral line scales24-25. Total
gill rakers 20-24usually21-23).

Colour: Whitish to yellow with five darkreddishto black stripeson headandbody which arebroaderthan
paleinterspaceskins light red.

Habitat and Biology: A coral reepeciesysuallyseensingly or in pairsonreefflat andshallowouteragoon
reefsto depthsof 18 m. Restsby day underledgesor in crevices.Emergest night to feedon small benthic

invertebrates.
Distribution: Indo-Pacific.
Remarks: Apogonnigrofasciatushas beercalled A. arouhiensisHombron andJacquinot,but their

descriptionnot identifiable. Very similar to Apogonangustatusbutin that specieshe paleinterspacesre
broadetthan the darkstripes.
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ApogonsavayensisGunther,1871

English Name: Ghost cardinalfish Family: APOGONIDAE
LocalName: Loabodubureki Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 10cm Specimen: MRS/0028/86

Distinctive Characters: Firstdorsalfin with 7 spines, secondorsalfin with | spineand9rays. Anafin with

2 spines and rays. Pectorafin with 13 rays. Body depth2.7 in standardlength.A broadbody. Ridge of
preoperclesmooth; marginfinely serratedPostorbitalof heads almostequalto halfeyediameter. Firstlorsal
spineshort. Pectoralfin longerthan pelvic fin.

Colour: Overall copperyorsilvery with adarksaddleon upperhalfof caudalfin baseand wedgeshapedbar
beloweye.Upperpartof first dorsalfin black.Seconddorsalandanalfin dusky.Caudallobesdarkerthanthe
restof the tail.

Habitat and Biology: Usually seenamongthe staghorroral. Nocturnalin habit.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Apogon saeavensis oneof acomplexof three verysimilar speciegoundin theMaldives.One of

the othersis Apogonguarnensi.r;the third hasnot yet beenscientifically describedPreviouslyrecordedin
the genusOstorhynchusn the Catalogueof Fishesof the Maldives, Vol. 1, page20.
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Archamiafucata (Cantor, 1850)

EnglishName: Redharred cardinalfish Family: APOGONIDAE
LocalName: Lah fathaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.9cm Specimen: MRS/0035/86

Distinctive CharactersFirst dorsafin 6-7 spines andeconddorsalfin with | spineand 7-8 rays. Analfin
with 2 spinesand 15-18rays.Pectoralfin with 14 rays.Body depth2.7in standardength. Small, robustfish.
Hind marginof preoperculumfinely serrated.Pectoralfin shorterthan headlength. Mouthrelatively large
to capturebig prey.

Colour: Iridescentsilvery with abouttwenty five vertical orangelines which curve forward as they
pass ventrally on body. Dark spots apparerin the cheek.A distinct black spoton eitherside of the
caudalpeduncle.Finsyellow.

Habitat and Biology: Usually seenin aggregationsn the shelter ofreefsor rock substrataarticularly in
lagoonsto depthsof 60 m. Formsschoolsamongbranchingcorals.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Archamiafucara is sometimesused by Maldivian fishermenfor bait, although it is not a
major bait species.
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Fowleriapunctulata (Ruppell, 1836)

EnglishName: Peppereccardinalfish Family: APOGONIDAE
LocalName: Thikijehi boadhi Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 6cm Specimen:MRS/0206/88

Distinctive CharactersFirst dorsalfin with 7 spines,second dorsdin with | spineand9 rays. Analfin with
2 spinesand8 rays. Pectordfin with 14 rays.Lateral linescales10-12.

Colour: Reddishbrown with black spotsin longitudinal rows on sides, and an oscillated black spoton
opercle.Fins not spotted.

Habitatand Biology: A crypticcoral reefspecies.
Distribution: Indo-Pacific.
Remarks: F isostigma(Jordan and Seal@)a synonymof Fow/eriapuncrulataVery similartoF variegata

which hasbrownmolting on its sidesandfins. Thefamily Apogonidaés one ofthe largestcoralfish families.
World-widetherearean estimated250 species.
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Pseudamia gelatinosamith, 1955

EnglishName: Gelatinous cardinalfish Family: APOGONIDAE
LocalName: llolhi boadhi Order: Perciformes
Size: Commorio6cm;max. 10cm Specimen: MRS/0074/86

Distinctive Characters: First dorsalffin with 6 spines,seconddorsdin with | spineand8 rays. Analfin with
2 spinesand8-9 rays. Pectoralfin with 15-17 (usually 16) rays.Body depth4.0-4.8in standardength. Body

elongatecaudalfin large androunded. Juvenilewith strongtriangularspinulesaround angle of preopercle
that becomesindulateto smoothin adults.

Colour: Translucentwith light goldento silvery sheenpumeroustiny black spots arranged iongitudinal
rows.Caudalfin blackish.

HabitatandBiology: Usually found in caves, hencés seldonseenby day. Foundin deep corathicketsto
depthof 40 m, usuallyin shelteredareas.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Pseudamiage/atinosamay be common in the Maldives, butits cryptic habits mearhat it is
almostnever seenNot foundin daytime livebaitcatches.



Rhabdamiacypselura weber,1913

EnglishName: Headstripe cardinalfish Family: APOGONIDAE
LocalName: Himaboadhi Order: Perciformes
Size: Commonto4cm; max.7cm Specimen: MRS/0036/86

Distinctive CharactersFirst dorsalfiin 6 spines, second dorséh with | spineand9 rays. Analfin with 2
spinesand9 rays. Pectoralin with 13 rays.Body depth3.7 in standardength. Moreelongated)esselevated

thanmostof the other specieeccurringin the Maldives. Maxillary extendetibobelow middleeye.Preopercle
ridge andmargin smooth.Pelvicfin abouthalf headength.

Colour: Transparent with a fine red stippling dorsallyon body; ashort black stripeon sideof snoutanda
faint one behindeye: a duskysubmarginabandin eachcaudalfin lobe.

Habitat and Biology: Usually seenin large aggregationswith other cardinalfishesin the shelteredreefs.
Oftenforms schoolsin caves.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.
Remarks: Rhabdamiacypselurais afrequentlyusedbait andfavouredby Maldivian tunafishermen.lt is

normally caughtby placingthe baitnetovertheir coratetreat,chasinghemout, andifting the netwhenthey
return. This sometimesausesconsiderablelamageto the corals.
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Remora remora (Linnaeus, 1766)

English Name: Brown remora Family: ~ ECHENEIDAE
Local Name: Attamas Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 62 cm Specimen: MRS/0016/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 22-26rays. Analfin with 22-24 rays. Pectoralrays 26-30.Body
depth abouf7.5 in standardength. Body elongateand moderatelyrobust.Depresseceadwith a sucking

disc which doesnot extendposteriorly as far as end of depressed pectordin. Sucking discwith
15-19 laminae. Pectordin shortandround. Caudafin emarginateScalesminute and indistinct.

Colour: Uniform duskybrownto almostblack.
Habitat and Biology: In coastalandoceanic watersBrown remorasattachthemselveso avarietyof fishes
includingsharks, marlins and turtles. Theyfeed mainly on scrapsthat result fromthe feedingactivities of

their host. In addition, they sometimeseat parasitic cnistacearthat attachon their host.

Distribution: Circumtropical.

Remarks: The remoras(like Remoraremora) are easilydistinguishedby thesuckingdisc on thetop of the
head,which represents modification of the spinousdorsalfin.



Remorinaalbescens (Temminckand Schiegel, 1845)

English Name: White remora Family: ECHENEIDAE
Local Name: Hudhu attamas Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.30 cm Specimen: MRS/0367/9I

Distinctive CharactersDorsalfin with 17-22 rays. Anal fin with 21-26 rays. Pectoral rays18-21.Body
depth abou?.5 in standardength. Headwith suckingdisc, containing 13-14 laminae.Pelvicfins narrowly
attachedto abdomen.

Colour: Palegrey towhite.

Habitat and Biology: Usually associatedvith manta raygfamily Mobulidae), attachingnear mouth, in
mouth cavity andgill chambers.

Distribution: Circumglobal.
Remarks: The white remora, Remorinaalbescens,is probablyfairly common in the Maldives, but it is
almostnever seenby either divers ofishermenpecauset usually lives inthe mouthcavities of mantaays.

The specimeron which this recordis basedwas taken fromamantaray caughturing an offshorefishing
survey,on 26 November1988.
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Rachycentroncanadum (Linnaeus, 1766)

EnglishName: Cobia Family: RACHYCENTRIDAE
Local Name: Koabiya Order: Perciformes
Size: Common tol.1 m; max.2 m Specimen: MRS/P0137/87

Distinctive CharactersDorsalfin with 7-9 spinesfollowedby | spineand 33-36ays. Analfin with 2-3

spinesand 22-28rays. Pectoralrays 21-22. Body deitut4.8 in standardength.Dorsalspinesshort and
separate Anal spines weakHeadbroad and depressed. Mouth large and terminal. Cdfiddunate in
adults,upperlobe longerthan lower (rounded in young, theentralrays much prolonged).

Colour: Black above sidesbrownwith 2 distinctlight bands. Belly pale yellowish.

Habitatand Biology: Pelagic, butlso found overshallowcoral reefs anaff rock shores,occasionallyn
estuariesFeedsmainly on crustaceansquidsandfishes.

Distribution: World-wide in warm seagxceptfor EasternPacific. Despitethe specific name,not known
from Canada.

Remarks:Rachycentrorcanadumis a large predatonyfish which is only rarely caughtoy Maldivian

fishermen.lt is relatedto remoras(seefamily Echneidae) ints appearancelthough it lacks the sucking
pads.lt is sometimes seeswimmingwith large seaanimals.
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Coryphaenaequiselis Linnaeus,1758

EnglishName: Pompano dolphinfish Family: CORYPHAENIDAE
Local Name: Aila Order: Perciformes
Size: Commonto 50cm; max. 75 cm Specimen:MRS/0118/87

Distinctive CharactersSingle dorsafin usuallywith 52-59rays. Analfin with 23-29rays.Pectoral with

18-21 rays. Body depth more thazs% of standardength. Anal fin with convexoutline. Pectorafin about
half of head length.

Colour: Back metallicblue-greenn life. Grey after death. Sidesilvery with black spots.Juveniles with
white edgedcaudalfin.

Habitatand Biology: Pelagic, inhabits in opewatersbutalso approachethe coastsProbablyresembles
C. hipppurusin following ships and formingggregationsFeedson small fishes andsquids.

Distribution: Oceanic, in mosttropical and subtropigaters.
Remarks: Coryphaenaequiselisis much rarer than, but so similar t0. hippurus (next page)hat it has

probably been confused with thgpeciesC. hippurushas a morelongatedbody(lessthan25%of standard
length) andits pectoralfin is Yongerthanhalfits headength.
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Coryphaena hippurusLinnaeus,1758

English Name: Commondolphinfish Family: CORYPHAENIDAE
Local Name: Fiyala Order: Perciformes
Size: Commonto | m; max.2 m Specimen:MRS/0051/86

Distinctive CharactersSingle dorsalfin usually with5 8-67 rays. Analfin with 25-30rays. Pectoralwith
17-20rays. Body depth lessthan 25% of standardength. Body elongateand compressedAnal fin with
concaveoutline. Pectorafin morethan halfof headlength.

Colour: Back brilliant metallic blue-green, shading tgolden yellow ventrally with scatterediridescent
blue-greerspots. Dorsafin deepblue-greenCaudal,analand pelvicfins mainly yellow. Brilliant colours
fade to silvery grey with black spotand darkfins soon aftedeath.

Habitat and Biology: Pelagic,inhabits openwaters but also approaches theoasts.Follows ships and
formsaggregationdelow floating objects.Feedsmainly on fish, but alsocrustaceansand squids.

Distribution: Circumtropical.
Remarks:Coryphaenahipparus is much more common and larger tharihe closely relatedC. equiselis

(previous page). Theommondolphinfishis a renowned gamésh caught mainhby trolling a lure near
the surface.



Alectisciliaris (Bloch, 1787)

English Name: African pompano Family: CARANGIDAE
Local Name: Naruvaahandhi Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.1.3 m Specimen: MRS/0501/97

Distinctive CharactersDorsal fin with 7 short spines(invisible in larger ones)followed by | spineand
18-22rays. Analfin with 2 spines(embeddedn largerones) followedy ! spineand 18-20rays. Gill rakers

lower limbfirst gill arch 12-17,excluding rudiments Anterior rays long andilamentousinjuveniles.Body
deepandcompressedForehead rounded.

Colour: Silvery, with touch of metallic blue dorsally.Juveniles witts dark barson body.

Habitat and Biology: Adults solitary in coastalwatersto depthsof 100 m. Young usually pelagiand
drifting. Feeds mainlyon sedentarycrustaceans.

Distribution: Circumtropical.
Remarks: The similar A. indicus alsooccursin the Indian Ocean. Unlike Alectisciliaris, A. indicus hasan

angulaforehead,moregill rakerson lower limb of firstgill arch(21-26excludingrudiment),andis coloured
silver with agreen tingedorsally.
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Carangoidescaeruleopinnatus (Ruppell, 1830)

EnglishName: Coastal trevally Family: CARANGIDAE
Local Name: Vabboahandhi Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 40 cm Specimen:MRS/P0I46/87

Distinctive CharactersFirst dorsalfin with 8 spines,second dorsdln with | spineand 20-23rays. Anal
fin with 2 spinesfollowedby | spineand 16-20rays.Gill rakersonfirst gill archincluding the rudiments,
2 1-25. Naked area of breasextendswell beyond pelvicfins. Soft dorsallobe filamentousin young, but
shorterthan the headlengthin adults.

Colour: Silvery, somewhat darker abovban below. Many small yellow spotson sides.Small black
blotch on opercularmargin. Edges ofecond dorsaind analfin dusky.

Habitat and Biology: Commonly foundoverdeeper coastaleefs,but rarely close tashore.
Distribution: Indo-West Pacific.

Remarks:While by no meanscommon, Carangoides caeruleopinnatuappears to béhe commonest
of the noticeably deep-bodieGarangoideslandedat Male fish market.



Carangoidegerdau (Forsskal, 1775)

English Name: Blue trevally Family: CARANGIDAE
Local Name: Dhabaruhandhi Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 70 cm Specimen: MRS/P0140/87

Distinctive Characters: First dorsalfin with 8 spines,second dorsdin with | spine and 26-34 rays. Anal
fin with 2 detachedpines,followed by | spineand 21-26 rays. Gill rakerson first gill archincluding the

rudiments,24-29. Snout bluntlyounded Breastnakedventrallyto origin of pelvicfins. Nakedpatchat the
base ofpectoralfin.

Colour: Silvery. Numerous inconspicuousgolden spots presenton sides mainly above level of
pectoral fins. Adults often with 5-@lusky bandson sides.

Habitat and Biology: Coastalwaters; semi-deniersafpund at depthsfrom 5 to 60 m. Occurs singly
or in small aggregations-eedson crustaceansor small fish.

Distribution: Indo-West Pacific.

Remarks: The manygoldenspotson the sidesof Carangoides ferdawive it its Dhivehi name ‘Dhabaru
handhi. (rusty trevally), even thoughthereare a numberof other specieswith more conspicuous
orange markings.
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Carangoidedulvoguttatus (Forsskal,1775)

English Name: Yellow-spottedtrevally Family: CARANGIDAE
Local Name: Dhon thiki handhi Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. | m Specimen: MRS/0502/97

Distinctive Characters: First dorsalfin with 8 spines, second dorséih with | spineand 25-30rays..Anal
fin with 2 detachedpinesfollowedby | spineand21-26rays.Total gill rakergincluding rudimentspn first
gill arch22-27. Profile of headandnapeslightly angularbecomingiore steepwith age.Adults’ mouth cleft
distinctly beloweyelevel.

Colour: Blue green above silvery white below,usuallywith many smallyellow spotson sides.Large adults
with 3 black blotchesin a mid-lateralrow on flanks.

Habitat and Biology: Occurs in schoolson rocky and coral reefs, buts occasionallyfound over offshore
banks tadepthof 100 m. Feeds mainlyon invertebratesand fish.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Carangoidesfulvoguttatus often observedpatrollingthe edge ofreefsin its continuoussearch

forfood. This speciesappearsiot soabundant ithe Maldives. Howeverjndividualsdo occasionally appear
in Male fish market.



Carangoideggymnostethus(Cuvier, 1833)

EnglishName: Bludger trevally Family: CARANGIDAE
Local Name: Mushimashandhi Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.90 cm Specimen:MRSIP0468/97

Distinctive CharactersFirstdorsalfin 8 spines, seconddorsalfin with | spineand28-32rays. Analfin
with 2 detachedpinesfollowed by! spineand24-26rays.Breastnaked to behind pelvic originardterally
to pectoralorigin. Adults with mouth cleft atevel of lower marginof eye.

Colour:Olive greenabove, silveryhite below; a fewbrownor goldenspotssometimepresent midlaterally;
opercular spot duskand usuallyinconspicuous.

Habitatand Biology: Semi-demersalgenerally at depthsover 20 m. Large individuals usually solitary,
juvenilesform smallschools.Feedson crustaceans, cephalopoaisd fish.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.
Remarks:Carangoideggymnostethuis not a commonspeciesin the Maldives. This report constitutethe

first publishedrecordof its occurrence irthe Maldives.lIt is occasionally caughty deep hand-line and
bottom longlines. This specieswas previouslyknown as C. gymnostethoides.
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Carangoidesorthogrammus Jordanand Gilbert, 1881

PLATE 4c
EnglishName: Islandrevally Family: CARANGIDAE
Local Name: Thumbahandhi Order: Perciformes
Size: Commonto 40cm; max. 70cm Specimen:MRS/P0157/87

Distinctive CharactersFirst dorsalfin with 8 spines,second dorsdin with 1 spineand 28-31 rays. Anal
fin with 2 detachedspines,followedby | spineand24-26rays. Gill rakerson first gill arch includingthe

rudiments28-32. Snoutisuallyslightly angularLips in adults fleshy angappilose Breastnakedventrally
to origin of pelvicfins, occasionally with &mall patch of pelvicscales.

Colour: Rather darksilver-greytendingto greenistabove.Darkishyellow spotson sides,mostly below
lateralline. Finewhite margin to analfin.

Habitat and Biology: Inhabits lagoonsindseawardreefstodepthsexceedindg0 m. Occurs singlyjn pairs,
or inschools.Feedsprimarily on sand-dwellingcrustaceansyorms andsmall fishes.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific and Eastern Pacific.

Remarks: Carangoidesrthogrammushasa nearlyubiquitousoccurrencet oceanicislandsandis virtually
absenfrom inshore,neritic areas.



Carangoidesplagiotaenia (Bleeker, 1851)

English Name: Barcheek trevally Family: CARANGIDAE
Local Name:  Thimarahandhi Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 42cm Specimen: MRS/PU130/87

Distinctive Characters: First dorsalfin with 8 spines,seconddorsalfin with | spineand 22-24rays. Anal
fin with 2 detachedspines,followed by | spineand 18-20rays. Gill rakerson first gill arch includingthe
rudiments27-40. Breastompletelyscaled. Adultwith lower jaw somewhaénlargedandprojectingbeyond
upperjaw.Posteriorpart oflateralline with 11-18 relatively small scutes.

Colour: Silvery; greyishabove palerbelow.Posteriormarginof preopercldlackin adults.Leading edge of
pelvic fin and distal marginof analfin with a narrow white border.

Habitatand Biology: Prefersouterreefareas.
Distribution: Indo-WestPacific.

Remarks:Many of the trevallies or jacksare ratherdifficult totell apart,but Carangoides plagioraenias
quite distinctive withits ratherelongate shapend the black cheekbar.
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Caranx ignobilis (Forsskal,1775)

PLATE 4d
EnglishName: Giantrevally Family: ~ CARANGIDAE
Local Name: Muda handhi Order: Perciformes
Size: Commonto 80cm; max. 1.7 m Specimen:MRS/P0149/87

Distinctive CharactersFirst dorsalfin with 8 spinessecond dorsdin with | spineand 18-21 rays. Anal
fin with 2 detachedspines,followed by | spineand 15-17 rays. Gill rakerson first gill arch includingthe
rudiments,20-24.Body depth2.7-3.8in fork length. Strong scutefreast nakedentrally, typically with a
small patchof prepelvic scales.

Colour: Adults mainlysilvery greyto blackabove,usuallypaletelow.No dark spoat upper end obpercle.
Fins usually uniformly pigmentedyrey toblack.

Habitat and Biology: Abundant in all marine habitatsto a depth of80 m. Ubiquitous, but prefers hard
bottoms.Formsloose schools.Feeds mainlyon fish, butalso on cuttlefish, squidsand crustaceans.

Distribution: Widespread in Indo-West Pacific.

Remarks: Caranxignohilis is the largest ofthe trevallies orjacks andalthoughsmall specimensnay be
confusedwith otherspecieqe.g. C. lugubris), largespecimensre unmistakable.



Caranxlugubris Poey, 1860

PLATE 4e
EnglishName: Black trevally Family: CARANGIDAE
Local Name: Kalha handhi Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 85 cm Specimen: MRS/P0127/87

Distinctive CharactersFirst dorsalfin with 8 spines,second dorsaiin with | spineand 20-22 rays. Anal
fin with 2 detachedpines,followedby | spineand 16-19rays. Lobeof dorsalfin relativelylong. Breast
completelyscaled. Profileof headrelatively steep anéngular.

Colour: Body and fins mostlyuniform grey to black. A small darkspotat upperend obpercle.and scutes
oftenblack.

Habitat and Biology: Commonly seenon outer reeflopesand clearoffshorewaters usuallyin 25-65m.
Feedsprimarily on fish.

Distribution: Circumtropicalaroundoceanic islands.

Remarks:Caranxlugubris is mostlikely to be confusedwith C. ignobilis from which it canbe distinguished
by its darkercolouration,headprofile andcompletelyscaledbreast.
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Caranx melampygusCuvier, 1833

EnglishName: Bluefin trevally Family: CARANGIDAE
Local Name: Fanihandhi Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.| m Specimen:MRS/0049/86

Distinctive CharactersFirst dorsalfin with 8 spines, second dorséih with | spineand2 1-24 rays. Anal
fin with 2 detachedpines,followedby | spineand 17-20rays.Total gill rakergincluding rudimentn first
arch) 25-29. Dorsal profileof head andventralprofile nearlystraight. Anterior rays of dorsapectoraland
analfin falcate.Breastfully scaled.Entire straightpart of the lateralline with scutes.

Colour: Body greenishblue above, silvery belowlrregularly scattered blaclkpotson headand body. Fins
blue. Fins of juvenilesand youngadults pale talusky, exceptpectorals yellow.

Habitatand Biology: A reef-associatespeciesmost commonin offshore areasin depthsfrom 3-40 m.
Solitaryor forms small schoolsaround corateefs. Feeds mainlyn fish andcrustaceans.

Distribution: Indo-Pacificand EasterrPacific.

Remarks:Caranx melampyguss the mostcommonjack on Maldivian reefs. This speciess most active
during early morningand lateafternoonbut it also huntsat night. A colourful trevally not shy of divers.



Caranx sexfasciatusQuoy and Gaimard, 1825

English Name: Bigeye trevally Family: CARANGIDAE
Local Name: Haluvimas Order: Perciformes
Size: Commonto 60cm; max. 85 cm Specimen:MRS/0013/86

Distinctive CharactersFirst dorsalfin with 8 spines,secondlorsalfin with | spineand 19-22 rays. Anal
fin with 2 detachedspines,followedby | spineand 14-17 rays. Oblong and moderatelycompressedbody.
Dorsal profilemore convexhanthe ventral.Breastfully scaledexceptof smallareajustanterior topelvic fin
base.Adiposeeyelid well developed.

Colour: Greenishbrown above, silverywhite below.A blackish spobn upper edge ofill cover, smaller
thanthe eyediameter.Softdorsalandcaudalfin yellowishgrey. Anal and lowerlobe of caudalfin yellowish.
In adultsdorsalfin lobeswith white tip. Young with six broad blackistbars.

Habitat and Biology: A common reef-associatespecies,semi-demersalo a depthof 50 m. Nocturnalin
behaviorand forms milling schoolsby day. Feedson crustaceanssquids,cuttlefish and small fish.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Caranxsevfasciatuss mainly caughtby nighthandline andis commonon artificial reefs and
wrecks.Can easily be approachedy diversand evensnorklers.
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Decapterus macarellus(Cuvier, 1833)

English Name: Mackeral scad Family: CARANGIDAE
Local Name: Rimmas Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.32 cm Specimen:MRS/0070/86

Distinctive Characters: First dorsal fin with 8 spines,second dorsdin with | spineand31-37rays(including
finlets). Anal fin with 2 detached spines,followed by ! spineand 27-31 rays(including finlets). Body very

elongateand round.Rear end of upper jaw moderatebundedand slantedanteroventrally Straightpart of
lateralline with scalesfollowed by sdutesat back.

Colour: Bluish green above, silvery below.A black operculablotch distinct. Caudalfin yellowish green.
Anal and pelvicfins whitish.

Habitat and Biology: A schooling species, occurringostly inopen wateandcommonininsular habitats.
Sometimesat surface,but usually in 40-200n. Feedson small planktonic invertebrates.

Distribution: Circumtropical.

Remarks: There are some5-6 speciesof Decapterusknown from the Indian Ocean, but sofar only one,
i.e. Decapterugnacarellusis recordedrom the Maldives.



Elagatis bipinnukita (Quoyand Gaimard, 1825)

PLATE 4f
English Name: Rainbow runner Family: CARANGIDAE
Local Name: Maaniyaanas Order: Perciformes
Size: Commonto 80 cm; max. ! .2m Specimen: MRS/0009/86

Distinctive CharactersFirst dorsalfin with 6 spines, second dorsih with | spineand25-30rays(including
finlets). Anal fin with only 2 spines,the first slightly detachedrom the rest offin and coveredy skin in
larger individuals. The secondspine continuoswith 18-20 rays(including finlets). Elongate, fusifornand
slightly compressedody. No scuteson lateralline. Caudalfin deeply forked.

Colour: Body deegblue above,light pink to white below. Threebroadlongitudinalolive to yellowishbands
on body, middle one runningfrom snoutthr ugh eye tocaudalpeduncle.

Habitat and Biology: A pelagic speciesusually foundat or nearthe surfaceandclose toreefsnearoceanic
islands.Forms small schools Feedson invertebratesand small fish.

Distribution: Circumtropical.

Remarks: Elagatis hipinnulata is sometimes associatetth schoolsof K. pelamis(Skipjack tuna) and
young T. albacares(Yellowfin tuna),and oftencaughtin pole and linefishingas a by-catch.
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Gnathodonspeciosus (Forsskal.1775)

English Name: Golden trevally Family:  CARANGIDAE
Local Name: Libaas handhi Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.1.1 m Specimen:MRS/P0333/88

Distinctive CharactersFirst dorsalfin with 7 spines, second dorsfih with | spineand 18-20 rays. Anal

fin with 2 detachedspinesfollowed by | spineand 15-17 rays. Breastcompletely scaled.Lips noticeably
papilloseand upperjawstrongly protractile.

Colour: Youngandsmalladults brightyellow tailvery with 7-il blackbands,usually alternating broaahd
narrow.All tinsyellow, with caudaltips black. Adultswith a few blackblotcheson sides.

Habitat and Biology: Found inshore,including rocky reefs, deefagoonsand seawardreefs.A bottom
feedetthat preyson crustaceansnolluscsandsmall fish.

Distribution: Tropical Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Gnathodonspeciosuss caught occasionallpy fishermenusing handines nearreefs.Juveniles
swim with sharksand other bigfish and in this contextare found long distances offshore.



Naucratesductor (Linnaeus, 1758)

English Name: Pilot fish Family:  CARANGIDAE
Local Name: Kafihi mas Order: Perciformes
Size: Common to 35 cm; max. 70cm Specimen: MRS/P0I83/88

Distinctive Characters: First dorsalfin with4-5 separatspinessecondiorsalwith | spineand25-29rays.
Anal fin with 2 detached spinesfollowed by | spine and 15-17 rays. Body elongate, shallovand barely
compressedCaudalpedunclewithout scutesbut with a longfleshy keelon eachside.

Colour: Silver-grey with6-7 blue blackbars. White tips to caudallobes,and also on soft dorsaland anal
lobes,most of fins dusky todark.

Habitat and Biology: Primarily pelagicin oceanicwaters. Occursolitary, in pairs or in groups. Juveniles
drift with seaweedndjellyfish. Showspilot behaviour.

Distribution: Circumtropical.

Remarks: Naucratedductorhasa semi-obligate commensal relationshifith large sharks.raysand other
fishes, turtlesand also shipsand drift wood.
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Scomberoidedysan (Forsskal,1775)

English Name: Doublespottedjueenfish Family:  CARANGIDAE
Local Name: Kashivaali, Hondeli fahaa vaali, Ekaaali  Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.70 cm Specimen: MRS/P0123/87

Distinctive CharactersFirst dorsalfin with 6-7 spines,secondiorsalwith | spineand 19-21 rays. Analfin
with 2 detachedspinesfollowed by | spineand 17-19 rays. Maxilla extends to oslightly beyond rear
margin of eye. No scutes:scaleson midbodylanceolatein adults.

Colour: Silvery grey. Adults with a double series 0f6-8 dusky blotches above and below lateliak,
occasionally connectelly a narrowband. Top half ofdorsalfin lobe dark. Pelvicsyellow.

Habitat and Biology: Inhabits inshoravatersfrom shallow lagoonsto offshoreareasrom the surface to
depthsof 100 m. Feedson otherfishes and smallcrustaceans.

Distribution: Indo-WestPacific.

Remarks: Although by no meanscommon, Scomberoidesysanis caughtfairly regularly by Maldivian
fishermen usindnand-linesnear reefs. It hasa number oflocal names: 'vaali’ refers tothis type of fish;
kashi’ (spineyeferstothe row of dorsalspines; hondelifahaameanssprat-chasingand‘eka’ (one)presumably
refers tothe fact thatit is normally caughtsingly.



Sekir crumenophthalmus (Bloch, 1793)

English Name: Bigeyescad Family:  CARANGIDAE
Local Name: Mushimas Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 30 cm Specimen: MRS/0011/86

Distinctive Characters: First dorsal fin with 8 spines,secondiorsalwith | spine and 24-27 rays. Anal fin
with 2 detachedspinesfollowed by | spineand?2 1-23 rays. Body elongate and moderately compressed.

Dorsal andanalfins without a detachederminal finlet. Eye very large, shorterthan snout. Adiposeeyelid
coveringeye, exceptfor broadoval slit centralon pupil. Pectoralfin shortethan head.

Colour: Metallic blue to bluishgreenabove,shadingto white below; yellow stripe sometimegpresenfrom
operclemargin to upperpart of caudalpeduncle A black opercular spot distinct.

Habitatand Biology: Forms small to largeschoolsin inshorewatersand shallowreefstodepthsof 170 m.
Feedson plankton, benthignvertebratesand small fish.

Distribution: World-wide in tropical and sub-tropicalwaters.

Remarks: Selarcruinenophthalmuss a wide-spreadpeciesn shallow lagoonsof thereefsand islandsin
the Maldives it is mainly caughturing day timeusing pole andline. A popular foodfish.
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Seriolarivoliana Valenciennes1833

English Name: Almacojack Family: CARANGIDAE
Local Name:  Andhunmas Order: Perciformes
Size: Commonto 70 cm; max. 1.1 m Specimen: MRS/P0119/87

Distinctive Characters: Firstdorsalfin with 7 spines,secondiorsalwith | spineand 27-33rays. Analfin
with 2 detached spinedollowed by | spineand18-22rays.Gill rakers(excludingrudiments)nthe firstarch
22-26. Body elongate,moderately deep andlightly compressedUpper jaw broad at end, extending to
below posteriomidpoint of pupil. No scuteson lateralline. Grooves preserdn caudalpeduncle.

Colour: Palebrown. Dark bar extendindrom eye todorsalspine (most marked ifuveniles).Fins mostly
dark; pelvicsmay be white ventrally; analfin usually with white lobe; caudalwith palemargin.

Habitat and Biology: Oceanicand semi-demersaht depthsof 30-160m. Rarelyfound in inshorewaters.
Smalljuvenilesarefound offshore,underfloating plants and debridzeedson fish.

Distribution: Circumtropical.

Remarks: The distinctive dark eye bar ®eriola rivoliana gives this speciests local name, andhun being
the Dhivehi word for kohl.
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Trachinotus baillonii (Lacepéde,1801)

English Name: Smallspotteddart Family: CARANGIDAE
Local Name:  Goru vaali Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 54 cm Specimen: MRS/PO0I 22/87

Distinctive Characters: First dorsalfin with 6 spines, secondorsal with | spineand 20-24rays. Anal fin
with 2 detachedspinesfollowed by | spineand 20-24rays. Gill rakerson lower limb of first gill arch

(including rudiments)15-19. Body elongateto oval andstrongly compressed. Dorséih lobe consistently
shorterthananalfin lobe in largerspecimens.

Colour: Adults silvery blue to greyabove, silverywhite below. Sideswith 1-5 small black spotsin a
longitudinal rowon or neaiateral line (usually equabr smallerthan eye).Spotsabsentn juveniles.Second
dorsal,analand caudafins grey to black, lobesusually darkest.

Habitat and Biology: Occursin surgezonealongsandy beachesftenin veryshallow watersUsually seen
in small schools.Feedon small fishes.

Distribution: Wwidely distributedin Indo-West Pacific.

Remarks: Trachinotus haillonii is commonlyfound in small groupsin lagoonsandbesidesshallowreefs.
On sunnydaysits silver colourationmakesit almostinvisible as it swims abovethe white sand.
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Trachinotus blochii (Lacepéde,1801)

English Name: Snuhnose pompano Family: CARANGIDAE
Local Name: Rindha vaali Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 80 cm Specimen: MRS/P0111/87

Distinctive Characters: First dorsalfin with 6 spines, secondorsalwith | spineand 18-20rays. Anal fin
with 2 detachedspinesfollowed by | spineand 16-18 rays.Body oval shapeandcompressedTongue
toothless.Predorsalbone oval-shapedProfile of snoutbroadly roundedNo scutes.

Colour: Silver, butoften washewith golden-orangeespeciallyin largerindividuals.Anal fin dusky orange,
andlobe with abrownishanteriormargin.

Habitat and Biology: Inhabitscoral androcky reefareasandshallowcoastal watersit depthsof 2-20m.
Feedsmainly on molluscsandhermit crabswhich it crusheswith its strong pharyngeablates.

Distribution: Widely distributedin Indo-West Pacific.
Remarks: Trachinotus blochiis not very common, buit is occasionally caughty hand line,and is sometimes

seenby divers,in small groupsalongthe outerreefs. The Dhivehi word ‘rindha ‘meansmussel.andrefersto
the oval shapedboneto be foundjust underthe skin at the nape ofneck’.



Aphareusfurca (Lacepéde,1801)

PLATE 4g
English Name: Small toothed jobfish Family: LUTJANIDAE
Local Name:  Keyolhu rowi Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 40 cm Specimen: MRS/P0136/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 10 spinesand 10-11 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand8 rays.
Pectoralfin with 15-16rays. Gill rakerson the lower limb (including rudiments)16-18.Body relatively
elongateand compressedDorsalfin continuousand not incised atjunctionof spiny andsoft portions. Last
ray of dorsalandanalfins prolonged.Caudalfin deeply forked.

Colour: Blue-grey, tending to purplish aboveand silvery below. Operculum angreopercleedgedwith
black. Caudalfin dusky, othergale. Variable yellow stripe sometimesseenon forehead.

Habitat and Biology: Inhabitscoral and rockyreefsat depthsbetween6 and 70 m. It is asolitary roving
predatorwhich feedsprincipally on small coral-reefiishes,but alsoeatscrustaceans.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Thereare two species ofAphareus,both of which occur inthe Maldives. They carbe easily
separatedn the basisof colour andsize.
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Aphareus rutilans Cuvier, 1830

PLATE 4h
English Name: Rusty jobfish Family: LUTJANIDAE
Local Name: Fashuvi rankaru mas Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 80cm Specimen: MRS/P0147/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 10 spinesand 10-11 rays.No notchon the dorsalfin. Anal fin with
3 spinesand 8 rays. Pectorafin with 15-16rays. Gill rakerson the lower limb (including rudiments)30-34.

Body relativelyslender.No teethon roofof mouth. Lowejaw protruding.Fins scalelessCaudalfin deeply
forked.

Colour: Usually reddish tendingsilvery below.Edge ofmaxilla black. Upperjaw edged withblack. Fins
yellowish to reddish except pelvicand analfins which are sometimeswhitish.

Habitat and Biology: Occurson coralreefs, rocky and sandybottomsat 50 to atleast 100 m depth. Feeds
on small crustaceansther sandlwelling invertebratesandfish.

Distribution: Indo-West Pacific.

Remarks: Of the two related specie®f Aphareus,this is the larger and apparentlythe more
deep-dwelling.The Dhivehi name,‘Fashuvirankarumas’, meandish with the golden threadgill rakers.



Aprion virescens Valenciennes 1830

PLATE 5a
English Name: Greenjobfish Family: LUTJANIDAE
Local Name: Giulhu Order: Perciformes
Size: Common to 60 cm; max. | m Specimen: MRS/0067/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 10 spinesand 1l rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 8 rays. Pectoral
fin with 16-18rays.Elongateandfusiformbody.A distinct groove in front oéye.Maxillary almostreaching

to below front borderof eye. Preoperculunmotserrated.Pectoralfin short, about equab snoutlength, and
rounded.Cheekscaled. Caudafin deeply forkedwith pointedlobes.

Colour: Body dark greento blue above,palergrey below. A seriesof dark blotches betweerposterior
dorsal spinesand anterior dorsalrays.

Habitat and Biology: Inhabits inshoraeef areasrom 3 m downto a depthof 150 m. Solitary or in small
schoolsFeeds mainlyon fishes, butalso on crustaceansind cephalopods.

Distribution: Tropical Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Aprion virescensis a free swimming carnivorousish anddifficult to approachunderwaterlt is
a verycommonspeciesinhe Maldives,caught mainlypy handlineandtrolledlures.lts fleshmakesexcellent
eating.A crustacearisopodparasiteis often found in its nostrils.
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Caesioxanthonota Bleeker, 1853

English Name: Yellowfin fusilier Family: ~ LUTJANIDAE
Local Name: Mahi muguraan Order: Perciformes
Size: Common to 25 cm; max. about35 cm Specimen: MRS/0019/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsalfin with 10 spinesand 15 (rarely 14) rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 12
(rarely 11)rays. Pectorafin with 2 spinesand 19 rays. Moderatelyslender.fusiform, compressedody. Eye

moderatelylarge.Dorsal profileconcavein front of eye. Pectorafin slightly longerthan head.First dorsal
spineshort, third spinelongest. Caudafin deeply forked.

Colour: Backanddorsalyellow, sky blueon sides,gradingto light pink on ventralside.Axil of pectoral fin
baseblack. Caudalfin yellow, without black tips or dark streakson lobes.

Habitat and Biology: Forms denseschoolsadjacentto reefs. Feedson zooplanktonin large midwater
aggregationsSometimestheseschoolsapproach theurface,wherethey appearas ayellow stain.

Distribution: Indo-WestPacific.

Remarks: Caesioxanthonota waspreviouslyrecorded under theamily CaesionidaeThe fusiliersare now
recognizedas a subfamily (Caesioninaepf the snapperfamily Lutjanidae.Juvenilesare usedas bait for
pole and line tunafishery.



Gymnocaesio gymnoptergBleeker, 1856)

English Name: Slenderfusilier Family: LUTJANIDAE
Local Name: Dhandimuguraan Order: Perciformes
Size: Common tol0 cm; max. 18 cm Specimen:MRS/0499/97

Distinctive CharactersDorsalfin with 10 spinesand 15 rays andhe fin notdeeplynotched.Anal fin with

3 spinesand 12 rays. Dorsaland analfiins scaleless. Pectordin with 21 or 22 rays. Two postmaxillary
process.Premaxilla withoutteeth. Body depth 5.0-6.0 in standardength. Body very slender, fusiform,
elongatecand moderatelycompressed.

Colour: Bluish greenaboveand silvery white below. A singleyellow or brownstripe aboubne scalavidth
coveringthe lateralline for mostof its length. Caudafin dusky, tips of the lobes black.

Habitat and Biology: Inhabitscoastalareasranging widely around corateef. A schoolingfish, often in
groups with members othe genusPterocaesio.Feedson zooplanktonin large midwateraggregations.

Distribution: Indo-West Pacific.
Remarks: Gymnocaesigvmnopteraisusedasa live bait inthe Maldivianpole and linetuna fishery. There

is somedebateasto whetherthefusiliers shouldbetreatedasadistinctivefamily or a sulfamily (Caesioninae)
of the snapperqLutjanidae).
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Lutjanus argentimacukitus (Forsskal,1775)

English Name: Mangrove red snapper Family: ~ LUTJANIDAE
Local Name: Odidhoshumas Order: Perciformes
Size: Common to 80 cm; max. 1.2 m Specimen: MRS/PU 160/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 10 spinesand 13-15 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 8-9 rays.
Pectorafin with 16-17rays.Bodydeep; body dept@.5-3.1 in standardength. Dorsalscale rowshorizontal;
sometimesrising obliquelyposteriorly; rarely rising obliquely over entirdength. Crescent shaped tooth
patchon roof of mouth.

Colour: Greenishbrowntoreddish.Belly whiter. Somdndividualswith| or2 blue linesundereye.Juveniles
with faint bandingon sides.

Habitat and Biology: Young specimensfound in big lagoonsand aroundmangroves;brown coloured.
Adults live in deepereefareas talepthsof 100 m; redcoloured.Feedson fishesand crustaceans.

Distribution: Indo-West Pacific.

Remarks: Lutjanus argentimaculatus not aparticularlycommonspeciesn the Maldives, butindividuals
are sometimegaughtwith handlinesat night. It may easilybe confusedwith L. bohar, but this hasall scale
rows abovethe lateralline clearly oblique.



Lutjanus bengalensis(Bloch, 1790)

English Name: Bengalsnapper Family: LUTJANIDAE
Local Name: Reendhoomas Order: Perciformes
Size: Usually lesghan 20 cm; max.30 cm Specimen: MRS/0065/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 11-12spinesand 12-14rays. Analfin with 3 spines and rays.
Pectoralfin with 16 or 17 rays. Body depth 2.5-2.9 in standardlength. Body robust andcompressed.
17-19gill rakersincludingrudimentson first lower gill arch.Longitudinal scalerows ascendingbliquely
abovelateralline, hut running horizontally below it. Caudalfin slightly forked.

Colour: Body generallyyellow with fourbluish longitudinal stripesn sides.Whitish belowthe lines. Fins
yellowishto white.

Habitat and Biology: Occurs at depths betweers-25 m, often forming small aggregationsaround
rocky outcropsand coral headsin sheltered lagoonsi-eedsmainly on fishes and crustaceans.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.
Remarks: Luijanus hengalensissvery similarin appearancéLutjanus kasinira.L. bengalensiss normally

seen by divers as schools of small, white bellied fish on coral hommiesin deeplagoons.
L. kasmirais normally seenin schoolsof mediumsized,pale yellow bellied fish on coral reefs.
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Lutfanus biguttatus (Valenciennes,1830)

English Name: Two-spot bandedsnapper Family: LUTJANIDAE
Local Name: Bothi reendhoomas Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 20 cm Specimen: MRS/0176/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsalfin with 11 spines andl2 rays. Analfin with 3 spines and® rays. Pectoral
fin with 15 or 16 rays. Body depth3.5-3.8in standardength. Body fusiform, very slender. Tongue smooth
without teeth.Tooth patchon vornertriangularwith amedianposterioextensiorScalerowson hackrising
obliquely ahovelateral line. Caudal fin truncate.

Colour: Upper heacandhack darkbrown. Pairof white spotsbelow dorsafin. White hand frommouth to
tail. Elsewhere yellowFinspaleor yellow.

Habitat and Biology: Inhabitscoral reefsat depthsbetweenaboutS and25 m. Sometimesoccursin large
schoolsof more than 100 individuals. Feedsmainly on small fishes andcrustaceans.

Distribution: Maldivesto Western Pacific.
Remarks: Like most snappers,Lutjanusbiguttatus is a nocturnalspecies.By day it forms schools.

most often in association witHarge stands of branchingAcropora corals. At night the schools
disperseto feed on thereef.



Lutjanus bohar (Forsskal,1775)

PLATE 5b
English Name: Two-spot red snapper Family: ~ LUTJANIDAE
Local Name: Raiymas Order: Perciformes
Size: Common to 55 cm; max.75 cm Specimen: MRS/0003/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 10 spinesand 13-14 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand$8 rays.
Pectoralfin with 16-17 rays. Body depth2.4-2.9 in standardength. Body moderatelydeep.A prominent
groove or pitin front of eye containingthe nostrils. Caudafin slightly emarginate.

Colour: Reddishbrown body, darker abowand paler below scaleof body with whitish spots.Marginsof
pelvic, analand caudalfins white. In young, two white spotgpresenton sides.Sometimesshowsdistinctly
tripartite patterndark grey-recabove;mediumorangelaterally; silvery below.

Habitat and Biology: Found on coralreefs,sheltered lagoonand outer reefssually atdepthsbetween10
and 70 m. Often solitary, butsometimesforming large schools.Feeds mainlyon small fishes, crustaceans
and cephalopods.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Luijanus bohaiis perhapsthe commonestargesnappein the Maldives. It is a popular foodfish,

althoughits fleshcanbe somewhathewy. This specieshasbeenimplicatedin ciguatergpoisoningin other
countries,but notin the Maldives.
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Lutjanusfulvus (Bloch and Schneider,1801)

PLATE 5c
English Name: Blacktail snapper Family: LUTJANIDAE
Local Name: Dhon mas Order: Perciformes
Size: Common to 25 cm; max. 40 cm Specimen: MRS/0121/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 10 spinesand 14 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 8 rays. Pectoral

fin with 16 rays. Body depth2.3-2.8in standardength. Dorsalprofile of headsteeply slopedPreopercle
with prominentnotch on rearedge.Posteriorprofile of dorsaland analfins rounded.Scale rowshorizontal

below lateraline, but rising obliquely abové. Caudal fin emarginate.

Colour: Greyish, paleyellow or white ventrally. Faintnarrow yellow stripeamay be visible on body.
Caudalfin black, with narrow white margin.Anal and pelvic fins yellow. Dorsalfin reddishbrown.

Habitat and Biology: Frequentgoral patches ifagoonsand outereefslopesin about2-40 mdepth. Feeds
mainly on crustaceanspccasionallyon small fishes, cephalopodand holothurians.

Distribution: Indo-WestPacific.

Remarks: The blacktail snapperi.utjanusfulvusis with its fine grey-yellow colourationis oneof the most
attractive snappers. Althoughy no meansrare it is much less common than the related
L. bohar, L. gibbus, L. kasmira.



Lutjanus gibbus (Forsskal,1775)

English Name: Humpbackred snapper Family:  LUTJANIDAE
Local Name: Ginimas Order: Perciformes
Size: Commonto 25 cm; max. SO cm Specimen: MRS/0002/86

Distinctive Characters:Dorsal fin with 10 spinesand 13-14 rays. Anal fin with 3 spinesand8 rays.

Pectoralfin with 16-17 rays. Body deptH.2-2.5in standardength. Body oblongand well compressed.
Dorsal profilestrongly convexLongitudinalrows of scalesabove lateraine appear taise obliquely upward
to dorsalprofile; rows below also apparentlyrunningobliquely upward. Soft parts of dorsaland analfins

with scaly sheath. Cauddin deeplyforked;lobesrounded.

Colour: Body deepred. Caudalfin dark purple.Margins of soft dorsalandanalfins white.

Habitat and Biology: Inhabits coral reefs at depthsfrom 6 to atleast30 m. Sometimesforming large
aggregationsduring day. Feedson fishes, crustaceansand cephalopods.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Lutjanusgibbus is oneof the commonestof Maldivian snappersDuring the day immense
schools carpet the reef. At night largenumberscan be caughtby handlining fishermen.
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Lutjanus kasmira (Forsskal,1775)
PLATE 5d

English Name: Bluestripedsnapper, Kashmir snapper Family: LUTJANIDAE
Local Name: Dhonreendhoomas Order: Perciformes
Size: Commonto 25 cm; max. 35 cm Specimen: MRS/01 15/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 10 spinesand 14 or IS rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand8 rays.
Pectorafin with 1S or 16 rays. Bodydepth2.4-2.8in standardength. Body moderatelydeep.Dorsal profile
of headsteeply sloped5 or 6 scalerows on cheek.Scale rowshorizontal below laterdine, but rising

obliquely aboveit. Caudalfin slightly emarginate.

Colour: Yellow above,abruptly pale below, withd blue stripes.Fins yellow, but upper edge gfectorals
rays dark. Darkdorsal spotsometimespresent.

Habitat and Biology: Inhabitscoral reefspccurringon both shallow lagoonsand on outer reefslopesto
depthsof at least60 m. Forms largexggregationsFeedson fishes,crustaceanand cephalopods.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.
Remarks: Thiscommonspeciesould easily be confusedwith L. benga/ensislt canbe distinguishedfrom

this and otherbluestripedyellow snapperdy fin, gill raker andstripe counts,and by the fact that only
Lutjanuskasmirahas dusky uppepectoralrays.
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Lutjanus madras (Valenciennes,1831)

English Name: Indian snapper, Madras snapper Family:  LUTJANIDAE
Local Name: Madharaaseenas Order: Perciformes
Size: Commonto 20cm; max. 30cm Specimen:MRS/0171/87

Distinctive CharactersDorsalfin with 10 spinesandusually 13 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand8 rays.
Pectoralfin with 16 or 17 rays. Body depth2.6-3.1 in standard length. Predorsal scales extending to
midinterorbital level.A blunt flattenedspine on uppermargin of opercle,abovethe main centrallylocated
spine.Total gill rakeron the first arch 18 to 21. Caudalfin truncateor slightly emarginate.

Colour: Pale with narrowhorizontal yellow lines. Headpinkish. Fins yellow, exceptpalepelvics.
Habitatand Biology: Inhabitscoral and rockyreefsusuallyat depthsbetween5 and90 m.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Lutjanusmadrasappearso beratherrare in Maldives.This report isbasedn a single specimen

caughtby trap in about40 m nearK. Feydhoofinolhult hasalso been recordeftom the Laccadivesbut is
apparentlymore commonlyassociatedvith continentalmarginsthan oceanic islands.
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Lutjanus monostigma (Cuvier, 1828)

EnglishName: One-spot snapper Family: LUTJANIDAE
Local Name: Filolhu Order: Perciformes
Size: Commonto 50 cm; max. 60 cm Specimen:MRS/0029/86

Distinctive CharactersDorsalfin with 10 spinesand 13 (rarely 14) rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand8 or9
rays. Pectoralfin with 15-17rays. Body depttR.6-3.0in standardength. Moderatelyelongateish. Tongue
with a patch offine granular teethalthough sometimesabsentin juveniles. Upper scaleows obliquely
ascendingCaudalfin truncateto emarginate.

Colour: Yellowish. A black spotratherdiffuse, on the lateralline belowthejunction ofspinousandthe soft
dorsalfin. Fins yellow.

Habitat andBiology: Inhabitscoral reefareas, usuallglose toshelterin the form of caves,from depthsof
5-30 m. Feeds mainlyon fishesand benthiccrustaceand-ormssmall schools.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks1lutjanusmonostigmas a moderatel}commonspeciesn the Maldives.lt is often called‘Filoihu
by Maldivian fishermen,althoughthis namemore properly appliesto the Emperors(family Lethrinidae).
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Lutfanus rufolineatus (Valenciennes1830)

English Name: Snapper Family: LUTJANIDAE
Local Name: Raiy reendhoo mas Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 30 cm SpecimenMRS/OI174/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsalfin with 10 or 11 spinesand 13 or 14 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand8 rays.
Pectoralfin with 16 or 17 rays. Body depttR.4-2.6 in standardength. Scalerows rising obliquely above
lateral line. Crescentictooth patchon roof of mouth without posterior extension. Distinct preopercular
notch and interopercularknob.

Colour: Pink with about 10 pale yellow stripeson sides.Fins mainly yellowish. Upperpectoralaxil brown.
Somespecimenswith ablack spot on backbelow anteriorpartof softdorsalfin.

Habitat and Biology: Inhabitscoralreefs at depthsbetweenabout 15 and 100 m. Oftenin schoolsof up to
30-40individuals. Feedsmainly on fishes,crustaceanssephalopods andomeplanktons.

Distribution: Maldivesto WesternPacific.
Remarks: The two specimenseportedhere constitutethe only record ofLutjanus rufolineatugrom the
Maldives, and indeedrom the entirecentral IndianOcean.The previousmost westerlyrecordswere from

the Indian Ocearcoasf Sumatra. Thispecies wapreviouslyrecordedisLutjanus houttonin theCatalogue
of Fishesof the Maldives, Vol.2,page252.
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Lutfanus sebae (Cuvier, 1828)

PLATE Se
English Name: Emperor red snapper Family:  LUTJANIDAE
Local Name: Maaginimas Order: Perciformes
Size: Common to 60 cm; max.| m Specimen: MRS/PO 166/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 11 spinesand 15 or 16 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 10 rays.
Pectoralfin with 17 rays. Body very deep. Bodydepth2.1-2.4in standardength.Scalerows below lateral
line ascendingobliquely. Caudal fin slightly forked.

Colour: Reddishorpink. Smallerspecimenswith 3 darkerbandson sides. Thefirst runs forward acrossthe
head,the seconddownthe centreof the body andthe third curvesbackfrom the dorsalffin to the lowemart
of the caudalfin.

Habitat and Biology: Occurs in the vicinity of coral reefspften over adjacensandflats.. Adults rangefrom
10 to atleastlOOm depth.Juvenilessometimegoundin mangroveareasFeedon fishes,benthiccrustaceans
and cephalopods.

Distribution: Indo-West Pacific.

Remarks: The Emperor redsnapperLutjanus sehaeaneasily be recognisedwith its distinctive shapeand

colouration. It alsohas more soft dorsaland anal rays tharotherLutjanus.lt is ratherare in Maldives, there
beingvery few publishedrecordsof its occurrencehere.



Macolor macularis Fowler, 1931

English Name: Midnight snapper Family: LUTJANIDAE
Local Name: Kalhu fonlyamas Order: Perciformes
Size: Commonto 40 cm; max. 60 cm Specimen: MRS/P0332/88

Distinctive CharactersDorsalfin with 10 spinesand 13 rays (lastdivided at base). Anal fin with 3 spines
and 10 rays(last divided atbase).Pectoralfin with 17 or 18 rays. Bodyrelatively deep.Juvenileswith very
long pelvic fins. Gill rakerson lowerlimb offirst arch 70 to 80. Caudalfins emarginate.

Colour: Dull grey. Juvenilesblack and white, witha broad black horizontal band from eye taear
edge of opercle.

Habitatand Biology: Inhabits corakeefsandis usually seersolitarily. Occursat depthsbetweenabout$
and 50 m. Feedslargelyon fishesand crustaceans.

Distribution: Widespread inndo-WestPacific.
Remarks:Both Macu/or macularis andthe closely relatedv. niger havedistinctly patternedblack and

whitejuveniles.Unlike the adultsthesecanbe veryeasily distinguishechot only on the detailsof the colour
patternbutalso on the presencef extremely longelvic fins injuveniles of M. macu/aris.
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Macolor niger (Forsskal,1775)

English Name: Black and white snapper Family:  LUTJANIDAE
Local Name:  Foniyamas Order: Perciformes
Size: Commonto 35 cm; max. 60 cm Specimen: MRS/P0144/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 10 spinesand 13 or 14 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 11 rays.
Pectoralfin with 17 or 18 rays. Body depth 2.3-2.9in standardength. Body relativelydeep.Gill rakerson
lower limb of first gill arch 60-70. Juvenileswith very long pectoral fins. Caudalfin truncateor
slightly emarginate.

Colour: Adults grey,in life with dusky yellowmottling on face. Juvenilesblack andwhite, without a black
horizontalband fromeye tooperculumedge.

Habitatand Biology: Inhabitscoral reefsandis usuallyseenin solitary,sometime inlargeschools.Occurs
at depthsbetween5 and 90 m. Feeds largelyn fishesand crustaceans.

Distribution: Indo-WestPacific.

Remarks: Juvenilesof the two speciesof Macolorare sometimesisedin the aquariumfish trade. Theycan
be distinguishedby colour patternthere is a white bandbehindthe eye inMacolor niger)and pelvic fin
length (very long in Maca/ormacularis).



Paracaesiosordidus Abe and Shinohara,1962

EnglishName: Blue snapper Family: LUTJANIDAE
Local Name: Noomas Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 40 cm Specimen: MRS/P0161/87

Distinctive CharactersDorsalfin with 10 spinesand 9-10rays. Analfin with 3 spinesands8 rays.Pectoral
fin with 16-17 rays.Body depth2.5 timesin standardength. Body moderatelyleep,but fusiform.Pectoral
fins long, reachinglevel of anus.Dorsaland analfins scalelessEye large just abovdine from tip of upper
jaw to middle of caudalfin. Interorbitalspaceconvex.Caudalfin deeply forked.

Colour: Overall dark purplish-brown tdoluish; silvery or whitish on lower sidesand belly. Dorsal and
caudalfins brownishto slightly yellow, otherfins whitish to translucent.

Habitat and Biology: Occursover rockybottoms betweembout50 to 200 m.
Distribution: Tropical Indo-Pacific.

Remarks:Paracaesiosordiduscaneasily be distinguishedfrom the relatedP. xanthuruson the basisof
colour pattern.P. sordidusis sometimeseenin small schoolsby diverson deep outer reeflope.

162



Paracaesio xanthurus (Bleeker, 1869)

English Name: Yellowtail blue snapper Family: ~ LUTJANIDAE
Local Name: Nigoodhonnoomas Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 40cm Specimen: MRS/0177/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 10 spinesand 10 (rarely 11) rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand8
(rarely 9) rays. Pectoralfin with 16 rays. Body depth2.6-3.1 in standardength.Body moderatelydeep.

fusiform. Largeeyes.Interorbitalspaceconvex. Maxillawith or withoutscales.Dorsalandanalfins scaleless.
Pectoralfins long, reachinglevel of anus.Caudalfin deeply forked.

Colour: Overallblue, sometimesvhitish on belly and lowerpart of head.A brightyellow areson back and
caudalfin.

Habitat and Biology: Occursoverrocky bottoms. Sometimesforming large schoolsat depthsbetween
20 and 150 m. Feeds largelyn zooplankton.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.
Remarks: Paracaesiokanthurusappeardo be uncommonin Maldives. Becausef its distinctiveblue and
yellow colourationit is unlikely to be confusedwith the closely relatedP. sordidusbut may be confused

with the commonand similarly colouredyellowfin fusilier (Caesio xanthonata)l hat specieshowever,is
noticeablymore slender.



Pinjalo lewisi Randall. Allen and Anderson,1987

English Name: Slender pinjalo Family: ~ LUTJANIDAE
Local Name: Kandu kirulhiyamas Order: Perciformes
Size: Common to 30cm; max. 50cm Specimen: MRS/PO0I33/87

Distinctive CharactersDorsalfin with 12 spinesand 13 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand8-9 rays. Pectoral
fin with 17 rays. Body moderatelydeep. Dorsal profile of head high;interorbital spacestrongly convex.
Mouth small,the maxilla reachingbelow front ofeye. Pectorafins long, reachindevels of anus Scale rows
oblique. Caudalfin emarginate.

Colour: Pink, silvery below. Pelvicand anal fins pale, pink or white. Sometimeswith white spoton upper
part of caudalpeduncle.

Habitatand Biology: Inhabitsreefs and rocky bottomsto depthsof about 60 m. Feedson benthicand
planktonic invertebrateandpossiblyon smallfishes.

Distribution: Indo-West Pacific.

Remarks: The confusionbetweenPinjalo lewisi and the relatedP. pinjalo was clearedup by Randall,
Allen and Anderson{1987). P. pinjalo is very similar inoverall appearanceéyuthasa dorsal withll spines
and 14-15rays, and anafin with 9-10 (usually 10) rays; it also has yellowpelvic and anal fins.
It appearsthat P. pinjalo occurs more aroundcontinentalmargins, while P. lewisi is moreat home near
oceanicislands.
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Pristipomoidesauricilla (Jordan,Evermannand Tanaka1927)

English Name: Goldflagjobfish Family: ~ LUTJANIDAE
Local Name:  Dhon giulhu Order: Perciformes
Size: Common to 25 cm; max.45 cm Specimen: MRS/0309/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 10 spines and 11 rays. Anal fin with 3 spines and rays.
Pectoralfin with 16 rays. Body depth3.1-3.6in standardength. Body elongate andobust. Tongue with
teeth.Vomerinetooth patchtriangular. Basesof dorsaland analfins scalelesstheir lastsoft rays extended
into short filaments. Pectordiins long, reachinglevel of anus Caudalfin forked.

Colour: Purplishwith many yellow spotsor faint yellow lines. Fins yellow. Lower lobe of caudalmay be
greyin females.

Habitatand Biology: Occurs over rockybottoms betweembout90 to 360 m, mostabundantfrom about
180 to 270 m. Feedson fishes, pelagictunicatesandsalps (a planktonictunicate).

Distribution: Widespread irtropical Indo-Pacific.
Remarks: A total of 4 specimen®f Prisripoinoidesauricilla werecaughtby the researchvesselFarunias

while bottomlonglining in about80-100 m of water outsiddlale Atoll. Thisapparentlyconstitutedhe first
record ofthis speciefrom the west of the AndamanSea.
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Pristipomoidedilamentosus (Valenciennes,1830)

PLATE 5f
English Name: Crimsonjobfish Family:  LUTJANIDAE
Local Name: Jambu giulhu Order: Perciformes
Size: Common to 50cm; max. 80 cm Specimen: MRS/0175/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 10 spinesand 12 rays. Anal fin with 3 spinesand 8 rays.
Pectoralfin with 15 or 16 rays. Body depth 3.3-3.8in standardength.Body elongate robust. Interorbital
spacebroad. Lowerjaw slightly protruding. Pectoralfins long, reachinglevel of anus.

Colour: Sidesand hack red-brown with blue flecks (silvery when first caught). Marginsof dorsaland
caudalfins distinctive rusty orange.

Habitat and Biology: Occursoverrocky bottoms at depthsbetween90 and 360 m. Movesto the upper
portion ofits depth rangeat night to feed on small fishes andcrustaceans.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks:Until recentlyPristipoinoidesfilamentosuappearedo be rare in Maldives,but this wasa result
of its deepdwelling habits. Fishermenhavein the lastcouple of yearsstarteddeephandliningoutsidethe
atolls:as a result this speciesand other deepiving fishesnow appearfairly regularlyon Male fish market.
The two specimenson which this reportis basedwere caughtby longline in about 150 to 200 m depth
outsideK. Makunudhoo.

166



Pterocaesio chrysozongcCuvier, 1830)

English Name: Goidhandfusilier Family: LUTJANIDAE
Local Name: Mas muguraan Order: Perciformes
Size: Commonto 14cm: max.2l cm Specimen: MRS/0047/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsalfin with 10 spines andl5 (rarely 14) rays. Analfin with 3 spines and
12 (rarely 11) rays. Body depth 3.4-4.0 in standardiength. An elongate, fusiformand compressedish.
Maxillary extended below théront border of eye. Eye moderatelyarge. Pectoralfin equalto the head
length without snout. Basesf dorsalandanal fin coveredwith scales.

Colour: Bluish dorsally. Sideswith ayellow bandjust below lateralline anteriorly runningfrom theeyeto
the caudalfin base.Fins yellowish. Caudafin lobesblack.

Habitat and Biology: Inhabits shallowwaters, rockyand coral reefareas. Feedsn zooplanktonin large
midwateraggregations.

Distribution: Indo-West Pacific.

Remarks: Prerocaesiochrvso:ona,along with severalother speciesof fusiliers, areusedas juvenilesas
livebait in the poleand line tunafishery. It hasbeenestimatedthat roughly 20000tof ‘muguraan’ (fusiliers)
areusedannuallyas livebaitin the Maldives.
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Pterocaesigisang (Bleeker, 1853)

EnglishName: Bananafusilier Family: LUTJANIDAE
Local Name: Raiy muguraan Order: Perciformes
Size: Common to10 cm; max. 21 cm Specimen:MRS/0498/97

Distinctive Characters: Dorsalfin with 10 spinesand 15 (rarely 14 or 16) rays. Analfin with 3 spines and
12 (rarely 11 or 13) rays.Pectorafin with 18-20rays. Body depth3.8-4.2in standardength. Bodyfusiform,
elongateand compressedBasesof dorsal andanalfin coveredwith scales.

Colour: Dark red to silverypalerventrally. Lateralline darkerthan the backgroundcolouration. No stripes
or bandson sides.Snoutoften yellowish. Tips of caudallobesdark red toblack.

Habitat and Biology: Inhabitscoastalwaters and coraland rocky reef. A schoolingfish, sometimesn
groupswith other speciesof the genus. Feedsn zooplanktonin midwateraggregations.

Distribution: Indo-West Pacific.
Remarks: Pterocaesigisangis a bait of major importanceof tunafishery in the Maldives. AroundMale,

fusiliersare usedaslive bait mostfrequentlyduringthe northeast monsooseasonFusiliersarepreviously
recorded undehe family Caesionidae.
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Pterocaesidile (Cuvier, 1830)

English Name: Dark-banded fusilier Family: LUTJANIDAE
Local Name: Garahitha muguraan Order: Perciformes
Size: Common to 18 cm; max. 30cm Specimen: MRS/0500/97

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 11 or 12 (rarely 10) spines andl9-22rays. Analfin with 3 spines
and 13 rays. Pectoralfin with 22-24 rays. Body depth 3.8-4.4in standardength. Body fusiform, elongate
and compressedBasesf dorsaland analfin covered withscales.

Colour: Scalesabovethe lateralline bluishgreenin their centresand blackon their margins.Lateral line
coveredfor mostof its lengthby ablack stripe abouone scalewidth with a broad brilliantlight blue zone
belowit. Lowerthird of body white to pinkish.Caudalfin with a black streakson each lobe.

Habitat and Biology: Inhabitscoastal watersandcoraland rocky reef. A schoolingfish, sometimesin
groups with otherfusiliers. Feed®n zooplanktonin midwateraggregations.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Pterocaesidile is oneof the mostcommonof the fusiliersin the Maldives. Juvenilesreoften
usedas live bait by tuna fishermen.Largerneon-blue-stripedndividuals form gleaming school®n the
reefswhich are a greater attraction fodivers.



Lobotes surinamensis(B loch, 1790)

English Name: Tripletail Family:  LOBOTIDAE
Local Name: Kandu faanaHuifathumas Order: Perciformes
Size: Common tab0 cm; max.! m Specimen: MRS/P0320/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 11-13 spines andL3-16rays. Analfin with 3 spines an®-12 rays.
Pectoralfin with 17 rays. Body depth2.0-2.5 in standardlength.Body oval to oblong. A single dorsafin
with stout spines an@levatedposteriorsection.Dorsal fin lobe rounded.Preoperclecoarselyserrate.Roof
of mouth and tongue toothles€audalfin rounded.

Colour: Olive to darkbrown, mottledwith dark spots.Juveniles yellowwith darkerspots.

Habitat and Biology: Inhabitsbothin coastalareasandin openseaaroundfloating objects.Juvenilesmay
sometimesbe seernn very shallow watewherethey havea resemblancé floating leavesor weedsFeeds
mainly on bottom-dwellingcrustaceansndsmall fish.

Distribution: World-wide in tropical and subtropicalwaters.

Remarks: Adults of Lobotessurinamensisvhen seeroffshoremay appearatherlike groupersThis explains

thefishermen’sname'kandufaana (oceangrouper).Juvenileswhich aresometimesseen irshallow weedy
lagoons,have been callethuifathu mas'.
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Gerres oyena (Forsskal,1775)

English Name: Common silverbiddy Family: GERREIDAE
Local Name: Uniya Order: Perciformes
Size: Commonto 15 cm; max. 25 cm Specimen: MRS/0064/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 9 spinesand 10 rays. Analfin with3 spinesand7 rays.Pectoralfin
with 15 or 17 rays. Body deptt8.0-3.3in standardength. Body very slenderSecondanal spineslenderand
short, equato or shortethan eyediameter.Caudalfin deeplyforked.

Colour: Paleolive above tosilvery below.7 or 8 faint dusky baron sidesof body, morepronouncedn
juveniles. Prominentblackps to spinouspart of dorsafin. Caudalfin uniformly dusky.

Habitat and Biology: Occursalong sandy beaches ta depthof 20 m. Also enters estuariesnd brackish
lagoons.Feedson small organismdiving on sandybottoms.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Gerresovenais commonin shallowsandylagoonsof Maldives. It waspreviously misidentified
as G. lucidus Cuvierin the Catalogueof Fishesof the Maldives, Vol. 1, page66.
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Diagrammapictum (Thunberg. 1792)

EnglishName: Painted sweetlips Family: HAEMULIDAE
Local Name: Kilanbu guruva Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.90 cm Specimen: MRS/P048L/97

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 9-10 spinesand 17-20rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand7 rays.
Pectoralfin with 16-17rays. Seconddorsalspine mucHongerthanthe first. 20 to 25 scalesbetweenlateral

line anddorsalfin origin. Scalessmall and ctenoid.Mouth small, lips thick.

Colour: Adults light grey with scatteredarge blackishblotcheson sides, whiteon belly. Juvenileswith
conspicuouslternating blackndwhite stripes,and yellowishon headandbelly. Stripeseventually breakip
into spotsthat disappeaiin adults.

Habitat and Biology: Found on shallowcoastal areasandcoral reefs down to a depthof 80 rn. Most
commonon silty areas.Feedson bottom invertebrates anéish.

Distribution: Indo-WestPacific.

Remarks: Di grammapicluni caneasilybe distinguishedrom othersweetlipsby its short.first dorsalspine
and secondwith the third) abruptly the longest.
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Plectorhinchusalbovittatus (Ruppell, 1838)

English Name: Giantsweetlips Family: ~ HAEMULIDAE
Local Name: Maaguruva Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. | m Specimen: MRS/P0301/88

Distinctive CharactersDorsalfin with 13 spines and 8-19rays. Analfin with 3 spines and rays. Pectoral
fin 17 rays. Lips greatly enlargedCaudalfin slightly emarginate.

Colour: Adults dark grey with numerouspalespotsandshort irregularlines. Usually abroad diffused pale
barjust behind pectoralfins, extendingpnto abdomen .Soft portion of dorsalfin andlobesof caudalfin with
large blackareas.Anal, pelvic and pectoralfin blackor partially black.

Habitat and Biology: Usually seenover reefflats and rubble slopeto depthsbetween8-50 m. Roamsin
looseaggregations.

Distribution: Indo-West Pacific.
Remarks: Plectorhinchusalbovittatusis the largestspeciesof this family. It is not aparticularcommon

speciesn theMaldives with fewrecordsof its occurenceP. obscurum(Gunther)andP. harrawayi (Smith)
aresynonyms
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Plectorhinchus chaetodonoidesLacepéde, 1800

English Name: Harlequinsweetlips Family: HAEMULIDAE
Local Name: Galuguruva Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.65 cm Specimen:MRS/P0480/97

Distinctive Characters: Dorsalfin with 12 spinesand ! 8-19 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand8 rays. Gill
rakerson lowerlimb of first gill archlessthan25. Lips fleshy,moderatelyswollenwith age.Scalesctenoid
(roughto touch). Height of soft dorsalfin aboutequal toengthof its base.

Colour: Adults overall whitish with numerous browrspotsthat extend ontamost fins. Belly sometimes
duskybrownish. Juvenilebrown with large dark edgedvhite spots.

Habitat and Biology: Foundin coastalwatersnearreefsto depthsof 35 m. Commonon rich coralareasof
clearlagoons andseawardseefs.Usually seenhoveringunderledgesandtablecorals. Feedgrimarily at
night on crustaceansnolluscsandfish.

Distribution: Indo-West Pacific.

Remarks: Juvenilesof Plectorhinchuschaetodonoidesappear tanimic a toxic nudibranch ompolyclad
flatworm. Juvenilesalsoexportedhs aquariuntish. The family Haemulidags currently beingscientifically

revisedby Dr. Roland McKay ofthe QueenslandMuseum.
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Plectorhinchus vittatus (Linnaeus,1758)

English Name: Oriental sweetlips Family: HAEMULIDAE
Local Name: Kanduguruva Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 55 cm Specimen: MRS/0098/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsalfin with 13 spinesand 17-20 rays; the second tahefifth spine longestand
subequal. Anafin with 3 spinesand7-8rays. Lips fleshy, swollenwith age.

Colour: Varies greatly with age.Juvenileswith connecteddlackblotchesthat gradually breakup in adults
into horizontalbands whichunite at tip of snout. Pectoralfins blackinjuveniles,becominginiform yellow
in adults. Medianfins with blackmargin. Tail spotted withage.

Habitat and Biology: Inhabitscoralreefsandinshorerocky reefs to alepthof 42 m. Adults often form
aggregationsFeedson benthiccrustaceanand molluscs. Juvenilegxtremelyactive.

Distribution: Indo-West Pacific.
Remarks: Plectorhinchusvittatusis the mostcommonlyseensweetlipsin the Maldivian reefs.Adults not

shyof divers butjuvenilegendto hide amongcoralbranches. Juvenilesre exportedas aquariunfish. This
speciesvaspreviouslyknown asP orientalis.



Gymnocranius griseus(Schlegel,1844)

English Name: Greylarge-eyebream Family: LETHRINIDAE
Local Name:  Kanduuniya Order: Perciformes
Size: Commonto 25 cm; max. 30cm Specimen: MRS/0072/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 10 spinesand 10 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 10 rays. Pectoral
fin with 14 rays. Body depth 1.9-2.3 in standardength. Body oblong. Dorsal and ventral profileof head
evenlyconvex,or ventralprofile slightly straighter. Eyeselativelylarge. 6 moderatecanines irfront of each
jaw. Posteriompart of jaws reachingto about levelof anteriornostrils.

Colour: Overallsilvery, frequentlywith a diffused to vividbatternof 5 to 8 narrow dark barson side. Often
anarrow brownbar acrossasesof caudal fin. Some adultindividualspossess few scatteredlue spotsor
scribblingon the snoutand cheek. Darksubocularbarpresent.

Habitat and Biology: Inhabits coastalwaters, usuallyatdepthsbetweer20-80m, sometimeg$orms schools.
Feeds mainlyon henthicinvertebrates.

Distribution: Indo-WestPacific.
Remarks: Gymnocraniusgriseusis characterisetly a relatively deefody in both small juveniles and

adults. Fishesfthisfamily are food fishes whichare marketedresh ordried andsalted.Lohotesicroprion
Bleekeris ajunior synonymbasedon the juvenile.
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Lethrinus conchyliatus (Smith, 1959)

PLATE 5g
EnglishName: Redaxil emperor Family:  LETHRINIDAE

Local Name: Thun raiy filolhu Order: Perciformes

Size: Common to 50cm: max. 76cm Specimen: MRS/P0134/87

Distinctive CharactersDorsalfin with 10 spinesand9 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 8 rays.Pectoralfin
with 13 rays. Bodydepth3.2-3.4in standardength.Body elongate Eye placedwell belowthedorsal profile.
Snoutlongand thin, with a distinct humpbeforeeyes.Interorbital spaceprominentlyconvex.Lips fleshy.
not following profile of snoutbut insteadcurving outwardfrom the snout.

Colour: Body and headbrownishor grey. lighter ventrally. Lips. baseand patchabovebaseof pectoralfin
and edge obperculumred. Fins orangish,dusky ormottled.

Habitat and Biology: Inhabitsdeepercoastal waterslown to depthsof 220 m. Feedsprimarily on fish and
crustaceans.

Distribution: Indian Ocean.

Remarks: Lethrinusconchyliatus resembleghe adult form of L. variegatusin generalappearanceBut
L. conehyliatusis much largerin size anchasdistinctive redmarkson edge of opercleandon pectoralbase.
In the Maldives this speciess mainly caughtby handlinesduring the day.



Lethrinus harak (Forsskal,1775)

EnglishName: Thumbprint emperor Family: LETHRINIDAE
Local Name: Labh filolhu, Vilu filolhu Order: Perciformes
Size: Commonto 30 cm; max.50 cm Specimen: MRS/PO0I 20/87

Distinctive CharactersDorsal fin with 10 spinesand9 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand8 rays.Pectoralfin
with 13 rays. Body depth2.6-2.8in standardength. Body moderatelydeep.Posterior lateraleethinclude
distinct molarsin adults.Inner surface ofpectoralfin basedenselyscaled.

Colour: Olive greenabove andighter below.Blue spotssometimesinder eye antletween nostrilsThroat
and edge ofips rosy red. A large, black, oblongblotch often with a golden yellowrim presentn side of
body. All fins pinkish or rosy red. Vertical fins sometimesmottledor striped.

Habitat and Biology: Inhabits shallowsandy areas;oral rubblesmangroves)agoonsand seagrassireas.
Most oftenobservedsolitary. Feedson benthicinvertebratesmolluscsand small fish.

Distribution: Indo-WestPacific.

Remarks: Lethrinusharak is the leastwary species ofhe genusand canapproacheasily. It is acommon
emperoron the shallow reefflats and seagrass areasf the Maldives.
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Lethrinus rubrioperculatus Sato, 1978

PLATE 5h
EnglishName: Spotcheekemperor Family: LETHRINIDAE
Local Name: Kalhihi Order: Perciformes
Size: Common ta30 cm; max.50 cm Specimen: MRS/0010/86

Distinctive Charactersborsalfin with 10 spinesand9 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand8 rays.Pectoralfin
with 13 rays.Body depth3.0-3.4in standardength. Body moderatelyelongate.Interorbitalspaceflat or

only slightly convex.Wide scalelessareaon upper posteriomargin of opercle.Eye placedvery neardorsal
profile. Caudalfin lunate; upperlobe usually longer.

Colour: Body olive-greyor brown with scatteredrregular small black blotches.Lips and a spobn upper
edge of operculunusually red. Fins pale orpinkish.

Habitat and Biology: Inhabitssandyandrubble areasof outer reefslopesto depthsof 160 m. Feeds mostly
on crustaceandijsh, echinodermsand molluscs.

Distribution: Widespreadn the Indo-WestPacific.

Remarks: Lethrinus rubrioperculatuss a commonand widespreadspeciesbut it is surprisingthat it was
described and namesak late as 1978. It was assumedhat this species representede adult form of
L. variegatus.However,L. variegatusis muchsmaller.A good-eatingish.



Monotaxis grandoculis (Forsskal.1775)

English Name: Humpnosebig-eye bream Family:  LETHRINIDAE
LocalName: Dhongu Order: Perciformes
Size: Common to 40 cm; max. 60 cm Specimen: MRS/0107/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsalfin with 10 spinesand 10rays. Analfin with3 spinesand9rays. Pectorafin
with 14rays. Body depti2.1-2.7 in standardength.Bodyoblong.Eyesrelativelylarge. Headprofile strongly
convex infront of eyes.Cheekswith severalrows of scales.Inner base opectoralfins scaled. Molargpresent
on side ofjaws. Maxilla with alongitudinal denticulatedidge.

Colour: Adults bluish grey above, paler below withcentersof scales silveryand a few brownish scales
generallypresenton sides. In life may appear eithefairly dark andorown or pale andsilvery. Juveniles
white with 3 darkdorsalsaddlesjuvenileslose barson preservation.

Habitat and Biology: Often seen neacoral reefs at depthsof 3 to 60 m. Nocturnal. Feedsheavily on
molluscs,crabs, hermitcrabsand sea urchinsSolitary, but large adults formsmallaggregations.

Distribution: Indo-WestPacific.

Remarks: Two distinct colourforms of Monotaxisgrandoculisare seenwhich led to speculationthat two
speciesmay be involved. Not normally caughtby Maldivian fishermen.
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Wattsiamossambica(Smith. 1957)

English Name: Mozambiquelarge-eyebream Family: LETHRINIDAE
Local Name:  Dhon kothari filolhu Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 55 cm Specimen: MRS/0475/97

Distinctive Characters: Dorsalfin with 10 long, strong spinesnd10 rays. Analfin with 3 strong spineand
10 rays.Pectoralfin with 14 rays. Body depthl.9-2.2in standardength.Body deep.Eye moderatein size.
Headprofile slightly convex. Maxillawith a longitudinal denticulateidge. A pair of close-satasalopenings.
Caudalfin very slightly forked with broadly roundediobes.

Colour: Overallsilvery-grey suffused withyellow. Margins of scalesarrowly brownish.Lips whitish to
yellow. Finsyellow, faint brown spottingmay be presenton soft dorsal,anal,andcaudalfins.

Habitat and Biology: Inhabitsouter edge ofeefsand continentalshelvesat depthsrangingfrom 100 to
180 m. Feedson bottom-living invertebrateand small fishes.

Distribution: Indo-WestPacific.

Remarks: Wattsiamosswn/icas aratherdeep-dwellingspecieshenceit is notencounteredery often. It is
occasionallycaughtin Maldives with deephandlines (usuallydeeperthan70 m) outsidethe atolls.
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Nemipterusfurcosus (Valenciennes1830)

English Name: Fork-tailedthreadfinbream Family: NEMIPTERIDAE
Local Name:  Dhon kandu uniya Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.22.5cm Specimen: MRS/0443/96

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 10 spinesand9 rays. Analfin with3 spinesand? rays.Pectoralfin
with 2 unbranchedand 13-16branchedays.Body depth3.0-3.9in standardength. Pelvicfins moderately
long, reachingto orshort of anus.A line drawn upwards from posterior edge ®fb-orbital reachingthe
dorsal profileat aboutorigin of dorsalfin. Caudalfin deeply forked.

Colour: Head andbody pale irridescentpink. Back with 9 indistinct crossbars. Caudalfin palerosy, the
lowermargin white-edgedPelvic fins andaxillary scales white. Dorsandpectoralfins rosy.

Habitat and Biology: Benthic species. Inhabitsandyand muddybottomsin depthsof 8 to 110 m. Feeds
during the day,mostly on crustaceanand small fishes.

Distribution: Indo-WestPacific.

Remarks: Nemipterusfurcosuss notacommonlycaught speciei the Maldives. Howeverjt doesappear
in the Male fish marketoccasionally.
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Nemipteruszysron (Bleeker, 1856-57)

English Name: Slender threadfiroream Family: NEMIPTERIDAE
Local Name: Janbu kandu uniya Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 18.5 cm Specimen: MRS/0447/96

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 10 spines an® rays. Anal fin with 3 spines and/ rays.
Pectoralfin with 2 unbranched,13-16 branchedrays. Body depth 3.8-4.6n standardlength. Body
elongatedLower marginof eyetangentalto or just above line from tip of snouttoupper base gfectoral
fin. Pectoraland pelvic fins short, not reachinganus.Caudalfin forked, upperlobe prolonged.

Colour: Upperpart of body reddish,silvery below. Dorsalfin yellow with a bright yellow margin. Anal
fin palelilac with a series ofelongatedyellow spots. Caudalffin pinkish, lobes pale yellow.

Habitat and Biology: Benthic specieslnhabits sandy bottoms near rocks inlepths between10 and
125 m. Swims in groups.Feedson benthic organisms.

Distribution: Indo-West Pacific.

Remarks: Neinipterus zysron appear tobe rather uncommonin the Maldives. This speciehas been
treated underthe nameN. inetopiasby most previous authors.
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Scolopsisauratus (Park, 1789)

English Name: Yellow-stripemonocle bream Family: NEMIPTERIDAE
Local Name: Dhon fattaa kandu uniya Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 21 cm Specimen: MRS/0181/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 10 spines and rays. Analfin with 3 spines and’ rays.
Pectoralfin with 2 unbranchedand 15 or 16 branchedays. Body depth2.9-3.1 in standardength.
4 rows of transversescalesbetweenlateral line and firstdorsal spine. Patclf scaleson top of
head truncated anteriorly. Pelviiins long, reachingto orjust beyondanus. Caudafin forked

Colour: Body silvery-white, duskyblue on back. A broadgolden-yellow line from behind eye to
caudal fin. Snout dusky.A narrow pale bluishstripe joining eyes behind nostrilsCaudal fin golden-
yellow.

Habitat and Biology: Benthic species. Inhabitshallow waters. Usually found over sandy areas
within reefs.Feedsprimarily on small benthic crustaceans.

Distribution: Eastern Indian Ocearincluding the Maldives.

Remarks: Scolopsisauratuswas previously referredas S. personatusby mostauthors.. Membersof the
genusScolopsisarecommonin the Maldives.
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Polydaclylussexfilis (valenciennes1831)

English Name: Six-fingered threadfin Family: POLYNEMIDAE
Local Name: Keyla Order: Perciformes
Size: Commonto 20 cm; max. 30 cm Specimen: MRS/POI 12/87

Distinctive Characters: First dorsalfin with 8 spines, second dorséih with | spineand13 rays. Analfin
with 3 spinesand 11 rays. Pectoralfin with 15 and6 freefilamentousrays. Body oblongand somewhat
compressedSnoutprojecting, mouth moderately large with smateeth. Upper lip absent,lower lip well
developed Scalessmall and ctenoid.Caudalfin forkedwith equallobes.

Colour: Silverywith bronzelinesfollowing scale rowsPectorafins blackish.Pelvicfins dark inthe middle.
Smalljuveniles (4 cm) with 3 broad dark barand black areasn all fins exceptpectorals.

Habitat and Biology: Occurs mainlyon shallow sandyshores and estuaries. Feeds maiaty small
crustaceandishesand bottom-living organisms.

Distribution: Indian Ocearto Hawaiian Islandsand TuamotuArchipelago.

Remarks: Polydactylussexfilisis commonon shallowsandy shoreef Maldives.This speciesisometimes
describedunderthe genusPolynemus.



Parupeneus barberinus(Lacepéde,1801)

English Name: Dash-dot goatfish Family: ~ MULLIDAE
Local Name: Maa kalhuoh’ Order: Perciformes
Size: Common to 30cm; max.50cm Specimen: MRS/0413/93

Distinctive Characters: First dorsalfin with 8 spines,secondlorsal fin with | spineand8 rays. Analfin
with | spineand6 rays. Pectoralfin with 16-18(usually 17) rays. Body depth3.2-3.5in standardength.
Body slightly elongate.Chin with two slender barbels/hich are shorterthan or equal to snout pluseye.
Snoutlong. 3 verticalrows of scalesn spacebetweendorsalfins.

Colour: Palebrown toreddishbrown dorsally shadingto whitish on sidesandventrally. A dark reddish
brown stripe from snoutthrough eyebelow rear of analffin. A black spot larger than eyejust anteriorto
midbaseof caudalfin.

Habitat and Biology: Mostly foundon shallow sandybottoms, but reportedto a depthof 100 m. Feeds
mainly on benthiccrustaceansindpolychaetes.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Parupeneus barberindgke othergoatfishesisesits barbelsto probeinto the bottomin searchof
food. When preyanimalsare foundit roots into the sand withits snout.
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Parupeneusmacronemus (Lacepéde,1801)

English Name: Longbarbelgoatfish Family:  MULLIDAE
Local Name: Kandu kalhuoh’ Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 32 cm Specimen: MRS/0068/86

Distinctive Characters: First dorsalfin with 8 spines,seconddorsal fin with | spineand8 rays. Anal
fin with | spine ands rays. Pectoralfin rays 15 or 16 (usually 16). Body depth 3.3-3.7 irstandard
length. Body moderatelyelongate.Chin with two very long slender barbels reachirtg pelvic fin

base. Two verticalrows of scaledetweendorsalfins. Lastdorsaland anal raysprolonged.

Colour: Reddishbrown, paleventrally and posteriorly.A black stripe onupperside anda large
black spoton caudal peduncle.Base andrearof seconddorsal fin black.

Habitat and Biology: Foundon shallow, sandy andweedy bottoms.
Distribution: Indo-West Pacific.

Remarks: Parupeneusnacronemuss easily distinguishedrom other related specieBy the elongate
filamentouslast rays of its secondlorsaland anal fins, which reachthe caudalfin base.



Parupeneugpleurostigma (Bennett. 1831)

English Name: Side-spotgoatfish Family: MULLIDAE
Local Name: Lah kalhuoh’ Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 30 cm Specimen: MRS/0066/86

Distinctive Characters: First dorsalfin with 8 spines, second dorséih with | spineand8 rays. Anal

fin with | spine and6 rays. Pectoraffin with 16 rays. Body depth 3.5-3.9 in standard length. Body
moderatelyelongate. Barbelsreachingabout torear margin of preopercle.2-3 rows of scalesin
space between dorsal fin8. or 9 vertical scalerows along upperpart of caudalpeduncle.

Colour: Pale yellowish-brownto light red, shading to white or palgink ventrally. A large round
black spoton lateralline below the gap between dorsdins with a pale area behind.

Habitat and Biology: Found nearcoral reefs.Feedson henthic invertebrates.

Distribution: Indo-West Pacific.

Remarks: Parupeneuspleurostigmuis a fairly common goatfish in the Maldives. The males athis
and other speciesof goatfisheswriggle their barbelsrapidly during courtship.
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Chaetodonauriga Forsskal. 1775

English Name: Threadfin butterflyfish Family: CHAETODONTIDAE
Local Name: Naruvaabibee Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 20 cm Specimen: MRS/0082/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 13 spines an®3-25rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 19-21 rays.
Pectoralfin with 14 or 15rays. Body depth1.5-1.8in standardength. Thefourth to sixth soft rays of adults
prolongedto a filament.

Colour: White, hutyellow posteriorly.A largeblack spoton soft portion of dorsalfin. A prominentblack
bandthrougheye. Two seriesof grey slantinglines on body. meetingat right angles.

Habitat and Biology: Commonon shallow protectedreefs,alsoon outerreefsto depthsof 30 m. Feedn
algae,polychaeteworms and coral polyps.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Chaetodonauriga is oneof thecommoner Maldiviarbutterflyfishes.lIt is usually seenin pairs,
sometimesn the companyof Chaetodon falcula.
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Chaetodonbennetti Cuvier. 1831

English Name: Bennett’s buttertlyfish Family: CHAETODONTIDAE
Local Name: Faiymini bibee Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 19 cm Specimen: MRS/0151/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 14 spinesand 16-18rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 14-16 rays.
Pectoralfin with 14-16 (usually 15) rays. Body depthl.4-1.8in standardength.

Colour: Bright yellow. Dark eye bandwith blue-whiteborders.Large black blotch on side, enclosedyy a
blue edgedocellus.Two blue-white linegpassingdown and backwardsone on eitherside of the pectoral
fin, from a point above antdehindthe eye.

Habitat and Biology: Oftenseensingly or in pairs.usually on outerreefs at depthsbetween5 to 25 m.
Feeds mainlyon coral polyps.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Chaetodonhennettiis one of the most beautiful of all the butterflyfishes.But beingacoralivore
it is difficult to maintainin an aquarium.
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Chaetodoncitrinellus Cuvier, 1831

English Name: Citron butterflyfish Family: CHAETODONTIDAE
LocalName: Rulhigadhahibee Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 12cm Specimen:  MRS/0202/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 14 spinesand 20-22rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 16 or 17 rays.
Pectoralfin with 13 or 14 rays. Body depthl.7-1.9in standardength.

Colour: Pale yellow with small spotsof variable colour on eachscale and dlack borderon analfin. A
prominentblack bandthroughthe eyes.

Habitat and Biology: Common on shallowexposedeefflats andseawardeefswhere coragrowthis sparse.
Usually seenin pairs. Feedson coral polyps, benthidnvertebratesaind algae.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Chuetodoncitrinel/us is an aggressivespecieswhich frequently erectsthe dorsal spinesand
facesdownwardsin a defence positiorwhen approachedy otherfishes or divers.
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Chaetodoncolkire Bloch, 1787

PLATE 6a
English Name: Collared butterflyfish Family: CHAETODONTIDAE
Local Name: Kalaru bibee Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 16 cm Specimen: NIRS/0077/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsalfin with | 2 spinesand25-28rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 20-22 rays.
Pectoralfin with 14-15 rays. Body depthl.4 in standardength.

Colour: Body essentially darkbrown. Broad white bandacross back dofiead,with finer white niarkings on
snout. Rest of face darkrown / black. Anterior portion ofcaudalfin red.

Habitat and Biology: Usually seenin pairs orin small groupson outer reef slopesat depthsof 4-15 m.
Feeds mainlyon coralpolyps.

Distribution: Oman tathe Philippines.

Remarks: Chaetodon collarés a very sedatenover,and with its ratherfine colourationis a very noble
looking fish. A popular aquariunfish.
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Chaetodondecussatuscuvier. 1831

English Name: Indian vagabond hutterflyfish Family: CHAETODONTIDAE
Local Name:  Hindhukokaa bihee Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 20 cm Specimen: MRS/0088/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 13 spinesand 24-25rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 20-21 rays.
Pectoralfin with 14-15rays. Body depthl.4 in standardength.

Colour: Background colour white. Broadblack eye band. Posteriorpart of body mostly black, hut with
yellow markingson tail and analfin. Two perpendicular series of grey lines side.

Habitat and Biology: Found in many habitatsanging from rich coral reefsto rubble androcky areasat
depthsof up to 20 m. Feedsmainly on algae and coralpolyps.

Distribution: Maldives to WesternIndonesia.
Remarks: Chaetodordecussaluss not especiallycommonin Maldives.lt is very similar inappearancéo

C. tagahundusand the two havefrequently beenconfused.This confusiorhas beencompoundedy the

factthat in the Red Seaand Gulf of Adenthere is asub-specie®f C. vagahundugknownas C. vagabundus
pictus) which hasa muchbroaderposterior blackbandthan usual.



Chaetodonfalcula Bloch, 1793

English Name: Saddleback butterflyfish Family: CHAETODONTIDAE
Local Name: Asdhaanu bibee Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 20cm Specimen: MRS/0017/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsalfin with 11 spinesand 23-26rays. Analfin with 3 spines and20-2 rays.
Pectoralfin with 15 rays. Body depthl.8 in standardength. Snoutongerthan eye.

Colour: White anteriorlyand ventrally. Yellow dorsally andposteriorly.Black eye bandfwo black dorsal
triangularsaddlesand a black bar on caudalpeduncle. Verticagrey lineson sides.

Habitatand Biology: Generally seenin pairs or in small aggregation®n coral reefsat depthsbetween
3-15 m. Easy to approachby snorkelers.

Distribution: Indian Ocean.

Remarks: Chaetodorfalcula is closely relatedto C. ulietensisCuvier of the Pacific (in which the black
dorsalbarsare much morediffused). A popular aquariurfish.
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Chaetodonguttatissimus Bennett, 1832

English Name: Spotted butterflyfish Family: CHAETODONTIDAE
Local Name: Lahjehi bihee Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 12cm Specimen: MRS/0164/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 13 spinesand 21-23rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 16-18 rays.
Pectoralfin with 14 rays. Body depth 1.5-1.6in standardength.

Colour: Backgroundcolourolive. Blackeyestripeandbandthroughtail. Duskybandaroundcaudalpeduncle.
Many small spotscoveringbody anddorsal and analffins arrangedroughly in lines. Yellow marginsto
dorsalandanal fins.

Habitat and Biology: Inhahits,reef edge and upperreefslopes. Occurs singly. ipairs.or in small
aggregationsfFeeds mainlyon polychaetevorms, algaeandcoral polyps.

Distribution: Indian Ocean.
Remarks: Chactodonguttaissinius might be confusedwith C. citrinellus. but the latter is a paler. more

yellow colouredspecies,with finer dotting and acharacteristicblack edgedanal fin c guttatissimusis
closely relatedo C. punctatofasciatu€uvier and C. pelewensiKner of the Pacific.



Chaetodonkleinii Bloch, 1790

English Name: Klein's butterflyfish Family: CHAETODONTIDAE
Local Name: Alanaasi bibee Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 12 cm Specimen: MRS/0083/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsalfin with 13 spinesand 20-23rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 18-19 rays.
Pectorafin with 14 rays. Body depth 1.4-1.7in standardength.

Colour: Orange yellow with awhitish spot on each scale andwo brown barson body precededby pale
zones.Upperpart of blackeye barblue.

Habitat and Biology: Inhabits coralandrocky reefsto depthsof 60 m. Occurs singlyin pairs, orin groups.
Feedson soft coralsand zooplankton.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: One ofa numberof small potted hutterflyfish. Chactodorkleinii may easily he recognisedy its
dull orange colourationlt is rathercommonin Maldives.
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Chaetodonlunula (Lacepéde1802)

English Name: Racoonbutterflyfish Family: CHAETODONTIDAE
Local Name: Handhufalhibihee Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 20 cm Specimen: MRS/0085/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsalfin with 11-13 spines an®2-25rays.Anal fin with 3 spines andL7-19rays.
Pectoralfin with 15-16rays. Body depth 1.4-1.8 in standardength.Snoutsubequalto eye.

Colour: Backgroundcolourmustardyellow. Blackeyebar, behindwhich is a broadcrescentwhite hand.A
broad diagonayellow edgedblack band frombehindheadto the dorsalffin base.A dark spot atbase oftail

extendedupwardsalongbase ofdorsalfin.

Habitat and Biology: Often seenin pairs or small groupsfrom shallowreefflats to at least25 in. Feedson
a wide variety of invertebratesalgaeand coral polyps.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Chactodon lunula is fairly commonin theMaldives, hutis ratherpatchilydistributed.A popular
aquariumfish.
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ChaetodonmadagaskariensisAni. 1923

PLATE 6b
English Name: Madagascar butterflyfish Family: CHAETODONTIDAE
Local Name: Madagaskara bihee Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 14cm Specimen: MRS/0153/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 13 spinesand20-21 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 16-17rays.

Pectoralfin with 14-15rays. Body depthl.7in standardength. Snoutsubequato eye. In largeadults,the
analfin is distinctly angular.

Colour: Body pearlywhite. Blackeye barandaseparateblack spot onnape.Posteriorarea ofyellow, and
yellow patchon caudalfin.

Habitat and Biology: Omnivorous speciedound at depthsof 10-40m on the reef.

Distribution: Indian Ocean.

Remarks: Choetodormadagaskariensis very closely relatedto analmostidentical speciesC. mertensii

Cuvier, of the PacificOcean. The formerdiffers only by the detached black spain nape.A popular
aquariurrfish.
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Ghaetodonmelannotus Bloch and Schneider1801

English Name: Black-backed butterflyfish Family: CHAETODONTIDAE
Local Name: Kalhali bibee Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 15 cm Specimen: MRS/0079/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 12 spines andl8-21 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 16-18 rays.
Pectoralfin with 14-15rays. Body depthl.6-1.8 in standardength.

Colour: Overall white with bright yellow fins. Numerousyellow oblique black lines on sides.Upperback
blackish.A blackblotch above anaspines.A yellow edged.black barthrougheyes.

Habitat and Biology: Usually seenin rich coral areasto 20 ni depth.lt may be seensingly, in pairs ofin
small groups. Feedsmainly on coral polyps.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: The exquisitely patterned Chaetodon inelannotuss a common speciesn the Maldives. This
speciesalthoughfeedson coral polyp, is suitedfor aquariumlife and canbe maintained.
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Chaetodonmeyeri Bloch and Schneider1801

English Name: Meyer’s buttertlyfish Family: CHAETODONTIDAE
Local Name: Qirongu bibee Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 20 cm Specimen: MRS/0095/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsalfin with 12 spinesand 23-24 rays. Anal fin with 3 spines andlL8-20rays.
Pectoralfin with 15-16rays.Body depth 1.3-1.6 in standardlength.

Colour: Groundcolour palegrey edged withyellow. Distinctive patternof black curvedlineson body.

Habitat and Biology: Usuallyseenin pairs;foundin rich coral areasat depthsbetween3-25 ni. Juveniles
remainnearthe shelter of branchingorals. Feedsn coral polyps.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.
Remarks: With its distinctive patterningChactodonmevericannotbe mistakenfor any other Maldivian

hutterflyfish. However, C. ornatissimuswhich is very rare in Maldives, has a similar pattern (hut gold
insteadof black bands).Beinga coralivoreit is difficult to maintain in an aquarium.
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Chaetodonmelannotus Bloch and Schneider,1801

EnglishName: Black-backed butterflyfish Family: CHAETODONTIDAE
Local Name: Kaihali bibee Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 15 cm Specimen: MRS/0079/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsalfin with 12 spinesand 18-21 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 16-18 rays.
Pectoralfin with 14-15 rays. Body depthl.6-1.8in standardength.

Colour: Overallwhite with bright yellow tins. Numerougellow oblique black lineson sides.Upper back
blackish.A blackblotch aboveanal spines.A yellow edged.black barthrougheyes.

Habitat and Biology: Usuallyseeninrich coral areas t@0 m depth.lt maybe seersingly, in pairs orin
small groups.Feeds mainlyon coralpolyps.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: The exquisitelypatternedChoetodon melaniiotusis a common speciesin the Maldives. This
speciesalthoughfeedson coral polyp, is suited foraquariumlife and canbe niaintained.
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Chaetodonmitratus Gunther, 1860

English Name: Indian butterflyfi sh Family: CHAETODONTIDAE
Local Name:  Kirulhiya bibee Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 14 cm Specimen: MRS/0145/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with |3 spinesand 18-20rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 16 rays.
Pectoral fin with 15 rays. Body depth!.6 in standardength. Triangularshapedvith third or fourth dorsal
spinelongest.

Colour: Yellow with two broaddiagonalblackbands,and a black eyebar.

Habitat and Biology: Usually found at depthsgreateithan 30 m.

Distribution: Indian Ocean.

Remarks: Chactodon mitratus is one of the mostbeautifulof all the butterflyfishes Althoughit is probably

moderately common in Maldivesit is only seenon veryrare occasionsecauseof its deepdwelling habit.
The bestplacesfor diversto see thisspeciesare dropoffson outer reef slopes.



Chaetodonoxycephalus Bleeker. 1853

PLATE 6¢c
English Name: Spot-nape butterflyfish Family: CHAETODONTIDAE
Local Name: Thalakalhu bibee Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 25 cm Specimen: MRS/0084/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 12 spinesand 22-24 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 18-20 rays.
Pectorafin with 14-16rays. Body depth1.7-2.0in standardength.

Colour: Ground colour white, yellow posteriorly.Black spoton nape not connected tbe black eye bar.
Broad black crescenextendsfrom base of posteriodorsal spinego caudalpeduncle.barely continuing
onto analfin. Thin verticalblack lines on sides.

Habitat and Biology: Usually seenin pairs.Feedson coral polyps and seaanemones.

Distribution: Maldives to New Guinea.

Remarks: Chaetodon oxycephaluss very similar toC. lineolatus,but that specieshas an unbrokeneye
band.Neither of thesawo speciesareideal for domesticaquariabecausef the largesizesthat they reach.
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Chaetodontrkzngulum Cuvier. 1831

English Name: Triangular buttertly fi sh Family: CHAETODONTIDAE
Local Name:  Thineskanbibee Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 15 cm Specimen: MRS/0076/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsalfin with 11 spinesand23-26rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 20-21 rays.
Pectorafin with 14 rays. Body depthl.1 in standardength. Dorsakndanaltins elevatecosteriorly.Snout
small andpointed.

Colour: Groundcolourlight brown. Dark chevron marking®vermostof body. Snout-eyebandand opercular
barreddish.Caudal fin with broadblack triangular ordiamondshaped patchorderedwith yellow.

Habitat and Biology: Usually found in shallow waters atdepthsof 2 to 12 in in close associatiowith
branchingcorals. Feedsn coral polyps.

Distribution: Maldives to WesternIndonesia.
Remarks: Chaetodontriangulurn is sometimesclassifiedin the genusGonochartodon.Differs from

C. baronessaCuvier from the WesternPacific only in caudal colourationBeinga coralivorethis speciess
not easyto maintain in an aquarium.



Chaetodontrifascialis Quoy & Gaimard. 1824

English Name: Chevron hutterfiyfish Family: CHAETODONTIDAE
Local Name: Haluvi bibee Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 17 cm Specimen: MRS/0043/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 12-14spines andl4-16rays. Analfin with 4-5 spines andlL3-15
rays. Pectorafin with 15 rays.Body depth1.7-2.2 instandardength. Body elongate The dorsalandanal
fins angular.

Colour: Overall white with narrow chevronmarkingson sides. Basatwo-thirds of caudalfin blackishin
adults; yellow in juveniles.A black bar througheyes.

Habitat and Biology: Usually found on reefedgesand upperslopesat depthsof 2-20 m. Aggressively
defendsa small territory of tablecoral on which it feeds.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks:Chaetodon trifascialiss an obligate coralivore. and also is not recommendeds anaquarium

fish. This specieswas previously recordedas Megaprotodonstrigangulus (Gmelin) in the Catalogueof
Fishesof the Maldives, Vol.1,page48.
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Chaetodontrifasciatus Park. 1797

English Name: Oval buttertiyfish Family: CHAETODONTIDAE
Local Name: Bisburu hibee Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 14 cm Specimen: MRS/0039/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsalfin with | 3-14spines an@0-22rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 18-20rays.
Pectoralfin with 13-15(usually 14) rays. Body depthl.5-1.8in standardength. Body with acharacteristic
oval shape the dorsalandanal finslow.

Colour: Bluish brown above palerbelow. About15 bluish stripesn sides.A black bandon headrunning
through eyeAnotherblack handacrossmid caudalfin borderedby 2yellow stripes.Snoutblackish. Pectoral
andpelvic fins pale yellow.

Habitat and Biology: Foundon shallowwell-protectedcoral reef areasto depthsof 20 in. Generallyseen
in pairs.Feedsexclusivelyon coral polyps.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.
Remarks: Chaetodon trifasciatus is difficult to maintain in aquariumsas it feedsexclusively on coral

polyps. The Pacific population of C. trifasciatus has sometimesbeenrecognisedas a distinct subspecies
(C. trifasciatuslunulatus Quoy & Gaimard. 1825).



Chaetodonunimaculatus Bloch. 1787

English Name: Teardrop butterflyfish Family: CHAETODONTIDAE
Local Name:  Dhon bibee Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.20 cm Specimen: MRS/0124/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 13 spines an®1-23rays. Analfin with 3 spines andlL8-20 rays.
Pectoralfin with 14-15rays. Body depth 1.4-1.6 in standard length. Snout robust. Jawsstrong.

Colour: Bright yellow.Black eyestripe,dorsalspot (whichmayberoundor shapedike aninverted teardrop)
and stripedalongposteriommargin across caudal peduncl€ail pale.

Habitat and Biology: Common on outerreefsto depthsof 20 m. Usually seenin pairs.Feedson coral
polyps, soft corals, spongespolychaetesand algae.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: The Pacificform of Chaetodonunimaculatusdiffers from the Indian Oceanform by having
broadereye stripes whichjoin onthe chestandthe sidesare muchpaleryellow in colour.
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Chaetodonvagabundus Linnaeus, 1758

English Name: Vagabond butterflyfish Family: CHAETODONTIDAE
Local Name: Kokaa bibee Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 18 cm Specimen: MRS/0081/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 13 spinesand 23-26 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 19-22 rays.
Pectoralfin with 15-16 rays. Body depthl.5 in standardength.

Colour: Background colour white, angellow posteriorly. Broad black bandthrougheye, aroundposterior
partof body and throughthe caudalfin. Two perpendiculaseriesof thin greylineson sides.

Habitat and Biology: Seen solitaryin pairsor in aggregationsn avarietyof habitatsbut mainly rich coral
reefs.Can be easily approachedFeedson coral polyps and algae.

Distribution: Indo-West Pacific.

Remarks: Chaetodonvagabunduswhile no meansrareis notespeciallycommonin Maldives. This is one
of the easiesbf the buttertlyfishesto keep inaquarium.
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Chaetodonxanthocephalus Bennett, 1832

English Name: Yellow headbutterfiyfish Family: CHAETODONTIDAE
Local Name: Boareendhoobibee Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 20 cm Specimen: MRS!0086/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsalfin with 14 spines and23-25rays. Analfin with 3 spines and1-23 rays.
Pectoralfin with 15 rays. Body depthl.6 in standardength.Snoutplus upperjaw longerthan eye. Dorsal
headprofile distinctly concave.

Colour: Body white-greywith about5 angled lines. Snout, lower head, pelvic fins, anal and dorsal fins
yellow.

Habitat and Biology : Omnivorousspecies.Usually foundsolitary or in pairs alongthe reefslopeat depths
of 5-25in.

Distribution: Indian Ocean.

Remarks: Chaetodonxanthocephaluss not uncommoron Maldivian reefs. Onceacclimated,it does well
in aquariums.
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Forcipigerfiavissimus Jordanand McGregor, 1898

PLATE 6d
English Name: Forcepsfish Family: CHAETODONTIDAE
Local Name: Thun bibee Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 19cm Specimen: MRS/0073/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 12 spines and21-25rays. Analfin with 3 spines and17-18 rays.
Pectoralfin with 14-16 rays. Body depth2.1-2.2in standardlength. Long snout (usuallymore than 3.2
timesin standardength). Mouth with adistinct gape.

Colour: Overallyellow; upperhalf of headandnapeblack; white below. A blackspoton analfin justbelow
baseof caudalfin.

Habitat and Biology: Commonly founcbn outerreefslopesat depthsup to 30 m.Occurs singlyor in smalll
groups.Feedson hydroids.small crustaceans, polychaetasdother worms.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific andEasternPacific.

Remarks: Forcipigerflavissimusis closely relatedto F. iongirostris (next page)and these speciesare
sometimesseentogether.A popularaquariumfish.



Forcipiger longirostris Broussonet.1782

PLATE 6e
English Name: Long-nosedoutterflyfish Family: CHAETODONTIDAE
Local Name: Thundhigu bibee Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 22 cm Specimen: MRS/UI 16/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 11 spinesand 24-28rays. Analfin with 3 spines andL7-20rays.
Pectoralfin with 14 or 15 rays. Bodydepth1.9-2.5in standardength. Snoutextremelylong; even longer
than that of F. flavissimus.Mouth with alittle gape.

Colour: Bright yellow. Black spoton analfin below tail. Head blackaboveandwhite below. Black dots on
white areain front of pectoralfin. This specieshas alsoa dark brown colourphase.

Habitat and Biology: Commonly foundon outerreef slopesto depthsof 30 m. Occurs singlyor in small
groups. Feedson hydroids, smallcrustaceans, polychaetaadother worms.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.
Remarks: Unlessdeadspecimensare available,it is ratherdifficult totell Forcipigerlongirostris from the

related F.flavissimus Thereis, however, ondairly simplefield method.In F. longirostris the distance from

the tip of the snoutto the back of blackmaskis equalto or longetthan the length of yellow partof the body
whereasin F. flavissirnusit is noticeablyshorter.
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Hemitaurichthyszoster (Bennett, 1831)

English Name: Black pyramidbutterflyfish Family: CHAETODONTIDAE
Local Name: Oimathi bibee Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 18 cm Specimen: MRS/0087/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 12 spinesand24-26rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 20-21 rays.
Pectoral fin with 17 rays. Body depth 1.5in standardength.

Colour: Dark brown with broadwhite area in middle ofbody. Dorsal spinesover white areaare yellow.
Caudal fin mostly white.

Habitat and Biology: Commonly found at depths 1-35m. Usuallyseerin largeschools.Feed®n zooplankton
well above thecorals, to whichit retreatsat the approactof danger.

Distribution: Westernindian Ocean.
Remarks: Hernitaurichthvszosteiis very commoninthe Maldives. It is unusualfor a butterflyfish inthat it

feedsmainly on plankton,andpresumablyfor this reasorhas adopted schoolingmodeof life unlike most
of the butterflyfishes.



Heniochus acuminatus (Linnaeus. 1758)

English Name: Long-fin hannerfish Family: CHAETODONTIDAE
Local Name: Dhidhamasbibee Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.23 cm Specimen: MRS/0094/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsalfin with 11 spinesand24-27 rays. Analfin with 3 spines and17-19rays.
Pectoralfin with 15-18 rays. Body depth 1.2-1.4in standardength. Thefourth dorsal spine extremely
elongate. Large adultgith a short stoutspinein front of eacheye.

Colour: White with two diagonalstripes.Dorsal, caudal andgectoralfins yellow Anal spinesblack.

Habitat and Biology: Usually found solitary or in pairs nearthebottom. Feedson zooplankton andbenthic
invertebrates.

Distribution: Indo-WestPacific.
Remarks: Heniochusaewninatusis very difficult to differentiate from H. diphreutes(next page). Dead

specimens cabe identified by countingthe dorsalspines(11 in H. acu/ninatus.12 in H. diphreutes).Living
specimenamight be distinguishedby snoutshape.andfin patternsor habits(seeoverleaf).
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Heniochus diphreutes Jordan,1903

English Name: Schoolingbannerfish Family: CHAETODONTIDAE
Local Name: Dhidha bibee Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 21 cm Specimen: MRS/0172/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 12 spinesand23-25rays. Analfin with 3 spines andL7-19rays.
Pectoralfin with 16-18 rays. Body depthl.2-1.5in standardength. Snousshorterthaneyediameter.The

fourth dorsalspine prolongedNo spinesin front of eyes.

Colour: Colour almost identical to H. acuminatus (previouspage) but the second darkband is placed
further backwardon the anal fin. White with two broaddiagonal stripes. Dorsaland caudalfins yellow.
Pectoralfins pale. In juvenilesanal spineswhitish. In larger adultsonly distal endsdusky.

Habitat and Biology: A schooling speciesthat usually swims well off the bottom. Feeds mainlgn
zooplankton.Occasionallyobserved cleaningtherfishes.

Distribution: Indo-WestPacific.

Remarks: Heniochusdiphreutess one of the commonest Maldivian butterflyfishet. caneasily confused
with H. acuminatus(previous page)which normally occursin pairson the reef.
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Heniochus monoceros Cuvier, 1831

English Name: Masked bannerfish Family: CHAETODONTIDAE
Local Name: Maasku bibee Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 25cm Specimen: MRS/P0150/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 12 spinesand24-27rays. Anal fin with 3 spinesand 17-19rays.
Pectoralfin with 16-18 rays. Body depth 1.5-1.7in standardength. Thefourth dorsalspine prolongedasa
taperingwhite filament. Adults with a prominenthumpon napeanda short“horn” in front of eacheye.

Colour: Three dark brownbars.Central barnarrowsat the top to include only fifth to seventhdorsal fin
spinesAreas betweertbarswhite. Posteriorpart yellow.

Habitat and Biology: Adults usually foundin pairsthat shelterin coralcreviceson outerreefslopes. Feeds
on bottom living animals.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Heniochusmonoceross a fairly common species irthe Maldives. It is seenhovering side by
side below table corals. However,this is one ofthe most timidof all bannerfish.
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Heniochuspleurotaenia Anl, 1923

English Name: Indian bannerfish Family: CHAETODONTIDAE
Local Name: Hindhu dhidha mas Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 19cm Specimen: MRS/0152/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 11 spinesand 23-25rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 17-18rays.
Pectoralfin with 15 rays. Body depth 1.5 in standard length. Bony projections on napeand aboveeyes.The
fourth dorsal spineonly slightly longer than fifth.

Colour: Overall dark brown to black with a narrow white band fromuppernapeacrosgjill cover. Second
white bandin the middle. Third obliquewhite bandon dorsalpart of body.

Habitat and Biology: Usually occursalong the reefslope in pairs or small groups undeoverhangsand
nearthe entrances of darkrevicesat depthsbetween? and20 m.

Distribution: Maldivesto Westernindonesia.
Remarks: Heniochus pleurotaenia closely relatedto H. varius (Cuvier) of the Pacific. But the two can

easilybe separatedy colourpattern.H. pleurotaeniahas anextrawhite bandthat originatesat the baseof
the analspinesand extendsto the middle of the uppersides.



Apolemichthystrimacukitus (Lacepéde,1831)

PLATE 6f
English Name: Threespot angelfish Family: ~ POMACANTHIDAE
Local Name: Dhon kokaamas Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 21 cm Specimen: MRS/0092/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 14 spines and16-18rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 17-19
rays. Pectoral fin with 17 rays. Body depth 1.6-1.8in standardlength.

Colour: Bright yellow; blue lips; black spoton napeaboveeye. Broadblack marginto analfin. Youngwith
a black spotat baseof soft dorsal fin andadarkbar througheye.

Habitat and Biology: Frequently seenon outer reefedgeand reef slopesat depths of 15 m. Feeds
mainly on spongesand seasquirts.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.
Remarks: The bright yellow Apoiemichthy'srimacuiatusis fairly commonon Maldivian reefs.lt is a

popularaquariunish. The similar, butmuch rarer,A. armitageiis dull yellow andacks thespotbehindthe
eye. Insteadt has ablack posterior tipn the dorsalfin.
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Centropygdlavicauda Fraser-Bunner, 1933

English Name: White-tail angelfish Family: POMACANTHIDAE
Local Name: Nigoo hudhu kokaamas Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 7 cm Specimen: MRS/0336/89

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 14 spinesand 15 rays. Anal fin with 3 spinesand |7 rays.
Scaleson longitudinal seriesfrom upperedge of gill openingto caudalfin base40-45.

Colour: Body dark. Head orangish. Caudalfin white or yellow.
Habitat and Biology: Usually seenon rubble bottoms in 20-50 in.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Centropygeflavicaudais one of the smallesbf the angelfisheslt is not seenvery often in
Maldives. It is closely relatedto andperhapsot distinct from C. fisheri (Synder, 1904)from Hawaii.



Centropygemultispinis (Playfair and Gunther, 1867)

English Name: Many-spinedangelfish Family: ~ POMACANTHIDAE
Local Name: Kashi kokaamas Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 12 cm Specimen: MRS/0154/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 14 spinesand 15-17rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 16-17 rays.
Pectoralfin rays 17. Body depth1.6-2.0in standardlength. Preorbitaedgewith small, subequaspines.
Front of snoutwith aU-shapednotchoverupperjaw.

Colour: Dark brown, almostblack. Black blotch just behind upper end of gill opening.Lips, opercular
spine and edges ofins brilliant, neon blue.

Habitat and Biology: Usually seenon reefedgesandslopes.A shy omnivorousspeciesdeedingon algae.
and associated invertebrates.

Distribution: Indian Ocean.

Remarks: Centropygemuirispinisis avery commonfish on Maldivian reefsput its dark colourationand
retiring habitsmeanthatit is easily overlooked.
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Pomacanthusimperator (Bloch, 1787)

PLATE 6g
EnglishName: Emperor angelfish Family: POMACANTHIDAE
LocalName: Ras kokaamas Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 40 cm Specimen: MRS/U 125/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 13-14 spines and 18-21 rays. Anal fin with 3 spines and
18-21 rays. Pectoralfin rays 19-20. Body depth 1.6-1 .8 in standardlength. Soft dorsal fin develops
a point with growth. Posteriormargin of preoperclefinely serrate.Caudal fin rounded.

Colour: Sideswith alternateblue andyellow stripes.Dorsalfin mainly yellow, caudalyellow, andanalblue
and black. Black face maskwith blue edge.Juvenilesdeepblue with curved circularwhite bands.

Habitat and Biology: Solitary. Usuallyseenon exposedouterreefareasnearedgesandcavesin rich coral
areasup to 25 m. Feedsprimarily on sponges.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Adults of Pomacanthusmperator forms territories which they defend vigorously against
othermemberof the samespecies Evenindividuals of the two sexes coméogether only tdoreed.



Pomacanthussemicirculatus (Cuvier. 1831)

English Name: Semicircularangelfish Family: POMACANTHIDAE
Local Name: Baiburu kokaamas Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 38 cm Specimen: MRS/P0335/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 13 spines and20-23 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 18-21
rays. Pectoralfin rays 19-21. A filament posteriorly on dorsalandanal fins.

Colour: Greenishbody with dark flecks. Bright blue streakson cheek,andthe posteriomart of the body
with ablue outline.Lips yellow. Juvenilesdarkblue with white andpale blue crescent®n their sides.

Habitat and Biology: Adults occurin coastalreefs with heavy coral growth to depths of30 m.
Generally solitary, but sometimesseenin pairs. Feedson sponges,tunicatesand algae.

Distribution: Indo-WestPacific.

Remarks: Pomacanthus semicirculatuss rare in the Maldives. However, onepair lived on the wreck of
‘Maldive Victory’ nearHulhule for severalyears.
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Pomacanthusxanthometopon (Bleeker, 1853)

English Name: Blue-facedangelfish Family:  POMACANTHIDAE
Local Name: Boa reendhoo kokaamas Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 45 cm Specimen: MRS/P0395/92

Distinctive Characters: Dorsalfin with 13-14 spines and 16-18 rays. Anal fin with 3 spinesand
16-18rays. 46-52 lateral line scales.

Colour: Facebluewith darkspots.Broadyellow bandbetweeneyes(giving riseto alternateEnglish name,
Yellow-maskangelfish).Body scaleslarkwith yellow edgesgiving asomewhat greengppearanceverall.
Pectoral, dorsahndcaudalfins yellow. All fins blue edged. Juvenileblackwith narrow white barsandblue
lines which arecurved posteriorlyat upperand lower ends.

Habitat and Biology: Adults usuallyfound adjacento steepdrop-offs or in protectedagoonsat depthsof
5-25 m. Solitary in habit. Feedson soft coralsand sponges.

Distribution: Maldives to WesternPacific.
Remarks: Pomacanthus xanthometopas one of the most spectacularof Maldivian reef fishes.

Juveniles are exported as aquariumfish, hut its large adult size meansthat it is only really suitable
for big public aquaria.
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Pygoplitesdiacanthus (Boddaert,1772)

PLATE 6h
English Name: Regal angelfish Family: POMACANTHIDAE
Local Name: Kula kokaamas Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 25 cm Specimen: MRS/0223/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 13-14 spinesand 18-19rays. Anal fin with 3 spines and

18-19rays. Pectoralfin rays 16-17. Body not asdeepas Pornacanthusspp. Lateral line terminates
below endof dorsalfin. About 8 rows of scaleson operculum.

Colour: Brilliant orange with about8 black-edgedwhite bars on sidesbetweennapeand caudal
peduncle Blue lineson headand analfin. Juvenileswith largeblack spoton base of dorsafin, becoming
diffused bluepatchin adults.

Habitat and Biology: Usually seen swimmingfrom one coral creviceto anotherin depthsup to
20m. Feedson spongesand tunicates.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.
Remarks: The superbcolourationof Pygoplitesdiacanthusmakesthis a favourite with aquaristsand

divers alike. The specimendrom the Maldives andthe Indian Oceanareif anythingmorebeautiful than
thosefrom the Pacific Oceanwhich havea ratherdull blue-grey (insteadof bright orange)chin.



Kyphosuscinerascens (Forsskal, 1775)

English Name: Snubnoserudderfish,Blue seachub Family: KYPHOSIDAE
Local Name: Kirulhiya mas Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 45 cm Specimen: MRS/0048/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsalfin with | | spinesand ! 2 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 11 rays. Pectoral
fin rays 17-19. Softportion of dorsalfin distinctly elevatechigherthantallestdorsal spinePreoperculum
very finely serratedvith a bluntspine. Snoushort andprofile steep.

Colour: Dark grey above, lighter belowLongitudinal dark lineson sides. Silvery handbelow eye. Fins
mainly darkbrown.

Habitat and Biology: Occurs in shallow coastal waters. Swima groupshigh in watercolumnduring the
day, but at night it swims alone nearthe bottom.Omnivoroushut feedsmainly on benthicalgae.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.
Remarks: Kyphosuscinerascenss very similarin appearanceith K. vaigiensis(Quoyand Gaimard),but

both carbe differentiatedeasily on the basisof fin countsandshapeof the dorsalfin. In K. taigiensisthe
dorsalsoft rays usually number 14, and are not higherthan the dorsal spines.
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Teraponjarbua (Forsskal,1775)

English Name: Jarbuaterapon,Thorn fish Family: TERAPONIDAE
Local Name: Guruva Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.32 cm Specimen:MRS/0008/86

Distinctive CharactersDorsal fin with 11-12 spinesand9-11 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand7-10rays.
Pectoralfin rays 13-14. Body depth2.5-3.2 in standardength. Spinous part of dorsalfin strongly arched
and deeplynotched.Penultimatedorsalspine shortethan ultimatedorsal spine. Lowepperculaspine very
long, extending distinctlypbeyond edge of operculdap.

Colour: Body silvery,with 3 or 4 curveddark brown or blackish stripes.Spinousdorsalfin with large black
hiotch. Severablack stripeson caudalfin.

Habitat and Biology: Occurs in inshorewaters, often in brackish and freskvaters. Lightly predacious
feedingon small fishesand shrimps. Reported tde a scaleeater.

Distribution: Widely spreadin the Indo-WestPacific.

Remarks:The juveniles and adults oferaponjarhua are oftenfound in fresh water, butaccordingto
Wallace(1975) spawningoccurs in the sea.
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Kuhlia mugil (Schneider,1801)

EnglishName: Barred flaglail Family:  KUHLIIDAE
Local Name: Kattafulhi Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.20 cm Specimen:MRS/0027/86

Distinctive Characters:Dorsalfin with 10 spinesand 9-li rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 9-1l rays.
Pectoralfin rays 14. Gill rakerson lowerlimb 23-26. Lateralline scales48 to 56. Bodydepth2.7-3.1 in

standardength. Oval, somewhat compresséwdy. Cheeksand operculunscaly. Lower edge ofpreopercle
finely serrated.Operculum withtwo spines. Cauddin forked.

Colour: Overall silvery. Caudalfin with 5 blackbands.

Habitat and Biology: Foundschoolingnearreefsaffectedby surge.Juvenilessometimesn estuariesFeeds
on planktoniccrustaceangand small fish.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks:Kuhlia mugil is notat all shyof humanslt is a nocturnalpredator, hut irthe daytimeit schools
in shallow lagoonspftenaroundjetties.

225



Cirrihitus pinnulatus (Bloch andSchneider,1801)

English Name: Stocky hawktish Family: ~ CIRRHITIDAE
Local Name: Falagaaboa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 28 cm Specimen: MRS/0222/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsalfin with 10 spinesand 1l rays. Analfin with 3 spinesandé rays.Pectoralfin
with 14 rays. Bodydepth 2.6-3.0in standardength. Body robust. Pectoralfin short, not reachingtips of
pelvic fins. A tuft of cirri from neartip of eachdorsal spine.

Colour: Body brown to olive, shadingto white ventrally,with scatterediarge whiteand dark brown spots;
small reddishspotson head.

Habitat and Biology: Lives inshoreon reefsor rocky bottomsexposed t@urge. Feeds mainlyn crabsbut
alsoothercrustaceansndfishes.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks:Cirrihitus pinnulatus, like otherhawkfishesjs a lie-and-wait predator.lt perchen towering
blocks of coral oron thewalls of surgechannelswhereit lurks motionlessin wait for its prey.
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Oxycirrhitestypus Bleeker, 1857

English Name: Longnose hawkfish Family:  CIRRHITIDAE
LocalName: Thundhigugaaboa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 13 cm Specimen:MRS/0369/91

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 10 spinesand 13 rays. Anal fin with 3 spines and 7 rays.
Pectoralfin with 14 rays.Lower 5 or 6 pectoralraysunbranchedBody depth4.4-4.6 in standardength.
Snoutextremelylong. 2 or 4 cirri from membraneneartip of eachdorsal spine.

Colour: Whitishwith horizontalandnear-verticatedbandsforming a cross-hatcpattern.Malessometimes
havea blackborderto the pelvic andcaudalfins.

Habitat and Biology: Generallyseenperchecdn black coral or gorgonians, usually depthsgreatetthan
30 m. Feeds mainlyon crustaceangyoth benthicandplanktonic.

Distribution: Indo-Pacificand EasternPacific.

Remarks:Unlike other hawkfishe®xvirrhitus tipus is easily distinguishedby its extremely elongated
snout. A very popularaquariumfish.



Paracirrhitesforsteri (Schneider,1801)

English Name: Black side hawkfish Family:  CIRRHTIDAE
Local Name: Thijjehi gaahoa Order: Perciformes
Size: Commonto 14 cm: max. 22.5cm Specimen: MRS/0I 10/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsalfin with 10 spinesand 11 rays. Anal tin with 3 spinesand 6 rays. Pectoral
fin rays14 (uppermosand lower7 raysunhranched)Body depth2.6-2.9in standardength. Palatineteeth
absent. Interorhitabpaceand almostall of snoutscaly. A single cirrusfrom membraneneartip of each
dorsalspine.5 or 6 rows of scaleson cheek.

Colour: Body yellowishwith abroad blackishstripeon upperside (faint on someindividuals, brokeninto
large spotson others:often restrictedto rearhalf of hod). Headandfront of body with numeroussmalldark

reddishspots.Occasionalindividuals dark brown with orange-redspotsanteriorly.

Habitat andBiology: Generallylound on reefedge.oftenseenrestingon live coral. Feedsheavily on small
fishes.occasionallyon crustaceans.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: is a conimun hawkfishn the Maldivian reefs. It is otten seen‘sitting” on
the outer most branche®f Pocillopora or Acropora coral heads.
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Oreochromismossambicus (Peters,1852)

English Name: Mozambique cichlid, Tilapia Family: ~ CICHLIDAE
Local Name: FootumasThelaapia Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 36 cm Specimen: MRS/0038/86

istinctive CharactersDorsalfin with 15-17 spinesand 10-13rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 7-10 rays.
Pectoralfin rays 13-14.Body depth2.3in standardength. Body compressedndoblong.Scalesmoderately
large. Pectoralfin aslong as head.Maxillary not extending tahe front border ofthe eye.

Colour: Body greenishbrown. About5 dark baren sides.Pelvic fin darkbrown toblack. Pectoralfin pale.

Habitat and Biology: Foundin freshwater, brackishwateror seawaterbutrarely in opensea.Feedon a
wide varietyof plant matteras well ason insects,crustaceanandfishes.

Distribution: Widespread.

Remarks: Oreochromismossambicuas firstbroughtto Maldivesin 1964 by alJapanesResearch/essel
Fuji Maru as bait from Sri Lanka. This species was firstlistributedon Huraaislandin Kaafu Atoll by
Mr. N.T. HassarDidi. Now commonin severallocations.Previouslyrecorded under the gen8sirotheadon
in the Catalogueof fishesof the Maldives, Vol. |, page5b0.

229



Abudefdufseptemfasciatus(Cuvier, 1830)

English Name: Seven-bandedsergeant-major Family: POMACENTRIDAE
Local Name: Gui burandha Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 16 cm Specimen: MRS/0059/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 13 spinesand 12-14rays. Analfin with 2 spinesand 11-13rays.
Pectoralrays 17-19.Body depth!.7-1.9in standardength. Body compressed with largecalesOperculum
and preoperculunscaled.Opercles noserratedLateral line notcontinuous.

Colour: Yellowish brownwith dark crossbands.Spinousdorsalfin with dark edgesPectoralfin palewith
a black spotat the base.Caudaland pelvic fin greyish.

Habitat and Biology: Inhabitsrocky shoresexposed tavave action and shallow reefs up to about 3 m.
Feeds mainlyon algae.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Abudefduf septemfasciatisssimilar toA. sordidus(next page). buthe former lacksthe black
spoton top of caudalfin hase.The scientific namerefers tathe sevenstripescrossingthe body.
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Abudefdufsordidus (Forsskal,1775)

EnglishName: Blackspotsergeant Family: POMACENTRIDAE
Local Name: Burandha Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 17 cm Specimen: MRS/0024/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 13 spinesand 14-16 rays. Analfin with 2 spinesand 13-15rays.
Pectoralrays 18-20. Body depth 1.5-1.8 in standardength. Posteriorpart of suborbital scaled.3 rows of
scaleson operculum.Operculatbonesnot serrated. Firstay of pelvicfin elongatedequalto headength.

Colour: Brownish, paler below. Fiveyellow cross barson sidesof the body. A black saddleon caudal

pedunclejust behind the dorsalfin. A black blotch atthe base ofpectoralfin. Pelvic fin greyish,caudal
fin brownish.

Habitat and Biology: Inhabitsrocky shoresexposed tanoderatevave action,up toabout3 m. Oftenfound
in rock pools.Usually in pairs or small parties.Feedsprimarily on benthicalgae.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Ahudefdukordidus is a very hardy aquariunfish. However, it is not very colourful and, like
otherdamselfishesit doestendsto fightat times.



Amphiprion clarkii (Bennett, 1830)

English Name: Clark’'s anemonefish Family: POMACENTRIDAE
Local Name: Maagandumas Order: Perciformes
Size: Commonto 8 cm; max. 12 cm Specimen: MRS/P0495/97

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 10 or 11 spines andl4-17rays. Analfin with 2 spines and 12-15
rays.Pectoralrays 18-21.Body depth1.7-2.0in standardength.

Colour: Blackish with threewhite barscrossinghead, bodyand caudal peduncle.There is considerable
variationin the ratio of black to orange-yellown the fins andventral part of headandbody.

Habitat and Biology: Inhabits lagoonandouterreefslopesupto m. Symbioticwith a varietyof anemones;
usually oneadult pairand a few juveniles peanemone Omnivorous.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Amphiprion clarkii is the most widespread specigs the genus,being found right across
Indo-Pacificandoccurringwith a varietyof giant seaanemones. Anemonefishgain protection fronpredation

amongstingingtentacles ohnemonesThey themselvesare immuneto being stung, thanksto their special
mucuscoating.Thisgives themone of their Dhivehi names:‘Saiboanimas’or soap fish.
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Amphiprion nigripes Regan, 1908

English Name: Maldive anemonefish Family: POMACENTRIDAE
Local Name: Dhivehi maagandunias Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 9 cm Specimen: MRS/0006/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsalfin with 10-11 spines and.7-18rays. Analfin with 2 spines andL3-15rays.
Pectoralrays 18-19.Body depth2.0-2.2in standardength. Maxillary reachingto below front borderof eye.
Pectoralfin shorterthan head.Pelvic fin slightly shorterthan pectoralfin.

Colour: Orange.lower sideof chestblackish. A single whitetransverseband,alittle lessthaneye diameter
in breadth:the white handedgedwith black. Pelvic and anal finsblack. Dorsal, caudal andcpectoraltins
yell ow.

Habitat and Biology: Usually foundon reefedgesAlways associateaith giant seaanemonesHeteractis
magnifica. Aggressiveto the fishesthatfeed on anemonesOmnivorous.

Distribution: Maldives and_accadivesAlso in Sri Lanka,but rare.
RemarksAmphiprion nigripesis the commonMaldiviananemonefishlt is muchsoughtafterby aquarists.

For tins reasonsome reefsparticularly near Maté, havebeenstrippedof this species.This specieshasalso
beenrecordedfrom Sri Lanka(whereit is mare)andthe Laccadives.



Amphiprion sebae Bleeker. 1953

English Name: Sebae anemonefish Family:  POMACENTRIDAE
Local Name: Saiboani mas Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 12 cm Specimen: MRS/0007/86

Distinctive Charactersborsalfin with 10-11 spinesand 14-17rays. Analfin with 2 spinesand13-14rays.
Pectoralrays 18-19. Body depth2.0-2.2 in standardiength. Preoperclefinely serratebehind. Opercle,
suboperclestrongly serrated.Pectoralshorterthanhead, pelvicfins slightly longerthanhead.

Colour: Ground colour blackish. Two white transverse barsn the head andody, the second extending
posteriorlyon secondhalf of dorsalfin. Caudalfin yellow.

Habitat and Biology: Associatedwith the giant anemone Stichodactylahaddoni.

Distribution: Northernindian Ocean.

Remarks: Amphiprion sebais similarin appearancéo clarkii. Sinceboth speciesaresomewhat
variablein colourationit is notalwayseasyto tell them apartHowever,A. clarkii usually hasathird white

hand (on thecaudal peduncle)and lacksthe posteriorextensionof the secondvhite bandon the dorsafin.
Both thesespeciesare very popularamongaquarists.
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Chromisdelta rRandall, 1988

English Name: Deep-reefchromis Family: POMACENTRIDAE
Local Name: Fun nilamehi Order: Perciformes
Size: Commonto 4cm; max.9cm Specimen: MRS/0361/91

Distinctive Characters: Dorsalfin with 12 spinesand12-14rays. Analfin with 2 spines andl2-14rays.
Pectoralrays 15-17. Body depth1.8-2.1 instandardength. Caudalfin lobesendingin two filaments.

Colour: Dark grey-brown, bluish-greywentrally, with a broadwhite baron caudalpeduncleoften edged
anteriorlywith black. A black spotcoveringpectoral finbaseandaxil.

Habitat and Biology: Generallyfoundon lower reefslopesat depthsgreaterthan 25 m. Feedsprimarily
on planktons.

Distribution: Maldivesto WesternPacific.

Remarks: Chronmisdelta is commonin the Maldives, but itis notoftennoticedby snorkellersorevendivers
becausef its relativelysmall sizeandthefact thatit tendsto live on deepouterreefslopes.lt is very similar
to C. margaratifer which sofar isknown from the Easterrindian Ocearto Central Pacific,but whichmight
occur inthe Maldives,



Chroinis di,nidiata (Klunzinger. 1871)

EnglishName: Twotonechromis Family: POMACENTRINAF
Local Name:  Ehkihadhonni laniehi Order: Perciformes
Size: Coninionto S cm:max.9 cm Specimen: MRS/0251/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsalfin with |12 spines andl —12 usually | 2) s. Anal fin ith 2 spinesand

12 rays. Pectorakays 15— 17. Body depth2.0—2.! in standardlength. Upper andlower edgesof caudal fin

basewith two smallspines.Suborbitalbonesscaledtheir lower edgesmooth.Preoperculamargin smooth.
Caudalf'n forked, the lobe tips with two filamentouslays.

Colour: Head and anterior half of body darkbrown. becoming abruptlywhite posteriorly A black spotat
baseof pectoral fins.

Habitatand Biology: Foundon reefflats to upperslopesat depthsdownto atleast30 in. Feedsprimarily on
plankton.

Distribution: Indian Oceanfrom the Red Seato Christmaslsland.
Remarks:Chromisdimidiatais commonin Maldives. It is often seenin small widely spacedstationary

schoolshovering! m or so abovecoral formations. Specimerfsom the Maldives tendto havethe palearea
extendinganteriorly on the dorsalfin, unlike the specimengrom further West,
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Chroinis ternatenss (BlecLer, 1856)

English Name: Ternutecliromis Family: POMACENIRIDAE
Local Name: Loon lunboa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 8 cm Specimen: MRS/0023/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 12-13spines andltt—I 2 rays Anal fin Witli 2 spinesand 10—12 rays.
Pectoralrays 16—18.. Body depth!.8-1 9 in standardength. Membranesof spiuousportion of dorsalfin not
incised.Margin of preopereleamooth,Pelvic fin with first ray producedequalor slightly longerthanpectoral
fin or head.(‘audal fin deeplyforked. the lobeselongated.

Colour: Adults goldenhlo\\ n. JuvenilesW ith olive hack andhead. Yellow ish to paleon sides andbelly.
Central caudatays paleyellow, lobesdark brown. Pectoralfin pale.

Habitat and Biology: Inhabitscoral reek. formingmidwateraggregations 2—IS m. Feedson zooplankton.

Distribution: | ndo-WestPacific.

Remarks: C/noonsternatensisis sometimesused ashunt i) Maldives for pole andline fishing. It n' not
normally targetedy bait fishermen,hut is taken incidentallywhile bait fishing for otherspecies.



Chromis viridis (Cuvier, 1830)

English Name: Blue-greenchroniis Family: POMACENTRIDAE
Local Name: Nilamehi Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 8 cm Specimen: MRS/0032/86

Distinctive CharactersDorsal firm with 12 spinesanid 9—10 rays. Anal fin with 2 spines and10-1l rays.

Pectoralrays 17-18. Body depth2.0-2.1in standardength. Suborbitalhonesscaled,with lower margins
smooth. Preoperculamargin smooth. Cauddin forked.

Colour: Blue—greenshadingo whitish ventrally. A faint dtnsky spot atupperbase opectoral fin.A blue line
from front of snoutto eyes.Nestingmaleyellow with black dorsal.

Habitat and Biology: Commonon shallow lagoon reefsat depthsof 15—12in. Forms large aggregations.
typically feed on plankton aboverich bedsof live coral.

Nistrihution: 1 ndo-Pacific.

Remarks: Chromis viridis is usedas baitfor pole and line tunafishery. It is usedmostly commonlyon the
easterrsideof the Maldives  in the northeastmonsoon.andon thewestern sideluringthesouthwest monsoon.

Previouslyrecorded asC. caeruleus(as inCatalogueof Fishesof the Maldives.Vol.1 . page116). hut this
nanieis now invalid.
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Chrysipterabiocellata (Quoy andGaimard, 1824)

English Name: Twospot demoiselle Family: POMACENTRIDAE
LocalName: Dhanbaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.9 cm Specimen: MRS/0045/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 13 spines andl12-14rays.Anal fin with 2 spines andlL3-14rays.
Pectoralrays 17-19.Body depth2.2-2.5in standardength. Body compressedPectoralfin shorterthan the
pelvicfin. First ray of pelvicfin elongatedOpercular bones naerrated.Dorsal spinegraduallyincreasing
in lengthto the end.

Colour: Variable. Bodybrownishgrey, palebelow. Adultsdarkeranddull. Scatteredlue spotsonbackand
head.Two black spotsposteriorlyon dorsalfin.

Habitatand Biology: Inhabits lagoonsisually adjacentto shoreamongrubble oraround rocky outcrops
and sandyareasat depthsupto 5 m. Occurssolitary or in groups.Feedn benthicalgae.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Chrysipterabiocellatais sometimesonfusedwith C. unirnaculatabut canhe distinguishedy its
differenthabitat (C. uninmaculatdivesin moreexposedareas)Previouslyrecorded under the genabudefduf
in Catalogueof Fishesofthe Maldives, Vol.1, page 106.
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Ghrysipterabrownriggii (Bennett. 1828)

EnglishName: Surgedemoiselle Family: POMACENTRIDAE
Local Name: Faiga koshaadhanhaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 7.5 cm Specinien: MRS/0213/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 13 spines and 2-13 rays. Analfin with 2 spines andll. |3 rays.
Pectoralrays 17-19. Body depth2.2-2.5 in standardength.

Colour: Two colourvarietiesor phases. Ona darkbrown with two white barson body andayellow baron
gill cover.The otheris yellow with blue band fromaboveeye to uppercaudalpeduncle(maybe interrupted
below rearpart of dorsalfin).

Habitat and Biology: Inhabitsareasexposedo mild or surgeup to?2 in. frequentlyin the vicinity of the reef
crestor algalridge. Occurssolitary or in small groups.Feedsmostly on algaeand crustaceans.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: This species wapreviouslyknownasChrysipterateucopomasSincethen, howeverChrysiptera
bmwnriggii, describedfrom Sri Lanka. haseenfoundto be anoldervalid name.
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Chrysipteraglauca (Cuvier, 1830)

EnglishName: Grey demoiselle Family: POMACENTRIDAE
Local Name: Alhi dhanhaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Commonto 7 cm; max. 10cm Specimen:MRS/0218/88

Distinctive CharactersDorsal fin with 13 spinesand12-13 rays. Analfin with 2 spinesand 12-13 rays.
Pectoralfin with 17-18rays. Body depth 2.2-2.3in standardlength.

Colour: Generallypaleblue or light grey. Juvenileswith neon blue lineon forehead.

Habitat andBiology: inhabit reefflat areas, exposet mild or moderatesurgein 0.5-2m. Occurs solitary
or in small groups.Feedsmainly on benthicalgae.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.
Remarks: Chrvsiptera glaucais very comnionin certain shallow, moderately exposetbcationsin the

Maldives. The adults appear rather dut first glance. butcloserinspection revealshem to be very
attractive fishes.



Chrysipteraunimacukita (Cuvier, 1830)

EnglishName: One spotdemoiselle Family: POMACENTRIDAE
Local Name: Dhonkaru dhanbaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Common to 6cm; max. 8 cm Specimen: MRS/0217/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 13 spinesand 13-14 rays. Analfin with 2 spinesand 12-14rays.
Pectoral raysl8-19. Body depth 2.1-2.4in standardength. Suborbitalbonesscalelesstheir loweredges
smooth. Marginof preoperclesmooth.Caudalfin slightly forked with roundedlobes.

Colour: Generallydark brownwith yellowish pectoralfins. A small black spot athe base oposteriordorsal
rays. Smalljuvenilesmainly yellow with a blue stripe alongbackand an ocellusat middle ofdorsalfin.

Habitat and Biology: Inhabit reefflat areasgxposed tanild or moderatesurgeup to 2 m. Usually seen
among rubbler over barren beach-roakith occasionakrevices.Occurssolitary or in small groups.Feeds
mainly on benthicalgae.

Distribution: Indo-West Pacific.

Remarks: Chrysipteraunimaculata is sometimesonfusedwith C. hiocellata but the former generally
lacks awhite baron middle ofbody. Also C. biocellatatend to be seenin moreshelteredareas.
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Dascyllusaruanus (Linnaeus. )

EnglishName: Three-badascyllus Family: POMACENTRIDAE
Local Name: Muraka mas Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.7.5 cm Specimen: MRS/0004/86

Distinctive CharactersDorsalfin with 12 spines and11-13 rays. Analfin with 2 spinesand 11-13 rays.
Pectoralrays 17-19. Body depth 1.5-1.7 in standardength. Suborbitalbones scaled antinely serrate.
Preoperculamargin finely serrate.Pectoralfin slightly shortethan head.

Colour: White with threebroadblack bars.The firstdiagonalbar from nape and upperheadthrougheyeto
chin. Caudalfin pale.

HabitatandBiology: Inhabitslagoon anctoastalreefsin |.12 m. usually foundin aggregationsround
small coral heads.Feedsprimarily on zooplanktonin the water column abovethe corals. Takes shelter
amongthe branchesvith the approactof danger.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks:Dascvllusaruanus is sometimesconfusedwith D. melanurus(not recordedrom the Maldives).

They are easilydistinguishablewhen seen togetheiThe position of the anterioblack barsandthe lack of
black on thecaudal fin will serveto identify D. aruanus.



Dascylluscarneus Fischer. 1885

EnglishName: Indian dascyllus Family: POMACENTRIDAE
Local Name: Dhegalhimurakanias Order: Perciformes
Size: Commonto 5 cm; max.7 cm Specimen:MRS/0219/88

Distinctive CharactersDorsal fin with 12 spinesand 14-16 rays. Analfin with 2 spinesand 13-14 rays.
Pectoralrays 17-19.Body depth1.5-1.6in standardength.

Colour: Light brown withblue linesandspotson scalesandbroad dark bar crossirmpdy behindoperculum.
Spinousdorsal,anal and pelvic fins black, oftenappears electriblue in life. Otherfins pale.

Habitatand Biology: Occurson reef slopesto at least40 m, usually inaggregationsaround small coral
heads. Feedsn plankton.

Distribution: IndianOcean,from EastAfrica to Indonesia.

RemarksDascylluscarneuss a verycommoncoral reefspeciesn the Maldives.Althoughnotvery colourful,
it is exportedrom Maldivesas live aquariumfish.

244



Dascyllus trimaculatus (Ruppell, 1828)

EnglishName: Threespot dascyllus, Domino Family: POMACENTRIDAE
Local Name: Kalhu murakamas Order: Perciformes
Size: Commonto 7 cm; max. 12 cm Specimen: MRS/0090/86

Distinctive CharactersDorsalfin with 12 spinesand 14-16rays. Analfin with 2 spinesand 14-15rays.
Pectoralrays 19-21.Body depth 1.4-1.6in standardength. Preoperculamargin finely serrate.Suborbital
bones scaledheir lowermarginsfinely serrate.

Colour: Black to darkbrown with 3 white spots,particularlyprominent injuvenilesAdults generallylose
the foreheadspot, and the spoton the upperside is much reduced ofrequently absent.

Habitat and Biology: Inhabits lagoon&nd reefareasup to 55 m. Occursin small to large aggregations.
Juvenilesusuallyassociateavith seseanemones)iademaseaurchins,or smallcoralheads.Feedsmainly on
zooplanktonand algae.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks:Dascyllugtrimaculatusis verycommonin Maldives.lt is a hardyspeciesandsodespiteits rather
dull colourationit is popular withaquarists.
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Lepidozygus tapeinosomés leeker, 1856)

English Name: Fusilier damsel Family: POMACENTRIDAE
Local Name: Bureki Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.9 cm Specimen: MRS/0020/86

Distinctive CharactersDorsalfin with 12 spinesand 14-15rays. Analfin with 2 spinesand 15-16 rays.
Pectorafkays?2 1-22.Body depth 2.8-3.1in standardength.Body elongate Hind marginof preopercldinely
serrated.Caudalfin deeplyforked,lobes producedto be somewhat filamentous.

Colour: Olive to purplish on backbecomingpalerbelow. Dorsaland analfins purplish brownwith orange
colouredoblique stripes.Last threedorsalraysorangecoloured. Pectoraindpelvic fins pink.

HabitatandBiology: Usuallyinhabitstheupper edge ofouter resbpesat depthsupto30 m. butoccasionally
collectedon lagoonreefs. Mostommonin areas of rich corajrowth. Usuallyfound with aggregation®f
Nernanthiascarberryi. Feedson zooplanktonwell abovethe bottom.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Lepido:vgustapeinosornds usedasbaitin pole andlinetunafishery. Its useis seasonatjepending

to someextenton the availability of other, moreeasily collected,speciesNearMale, it is mostoften used
during the northeast monsoon season gheprecedingntermonsoon.
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Pomacentruspavo (Bloch, 1787)

English Name: Peacockdamselfish Family: ~ POMACENTRIDAE
Local Name: Hunike Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 1l cm Specimen: MRS/0044/86

Distinctive CharactersDorsalfin with 13 spinesand 12-14 rays. Analfin with 2 spinesand 12-14 rays.
Pectorarays 17. Body depth2.4-2.6in standardlength.Body compressedPreopercle scaled arsérrated.
Pelvicfin long. Dorsaland analfin rayselongated Caudallobespointed.

Colour: Bluish-green, lighter below. Scales the headwith ayellow smalldot. A black blotch on hind
borderof opercle.Pelvic andpectoralfin hyaline,caudalfin dusky.

Habitatand Biology: Generallyfound around coral outcrop$equentlyin sandylagoonsat depthsup to 16
m. Occursin small to large groups.Feedsn planktonandfilamentousalgae.

Distribution: Tropical Indo-Pacific.
Remarks:Pornacentrupavo is superficially similar in appearance @hromis viridis (see page238).

However, it canbe distinguishedby its more elongatshape,and the small dark spot on the back ofthe
opercle.Occasionallyappearsin livebait catches.
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Pomacentrugphilippinus Evermann an&eale, 1907

English Name: Philippine damselfish Family: POMACENTRIDAE
Local Name: Dhon nigoo dhanbaa Order:  Perciformes
Size: Commonto 7 cm; max.9 cm Specimen:MRS/0216/88

Distinctive CharactersDorsal fin with 13 spinesand 14-15 rays. Analfin with 2 spinesand 14-16 rays.
Pectorarays 18 or 19. Body depth 1.9-2.0in standardength. Marginsof preopercieand suborbitalserrate;
suborbitalwith a few scales.Teethbiserial.

Colour: Blackishwith a brightorange-yellowcaudalfin. A largeblack spotcoveringbase ofpectoralfin.
Specimenfrom the Great Barrier Reefblackishwith a pale streakn eachscale.

HabitatandBiology: Inhabitpassageandouter reefklopesin 1-12 m, usuallyaroundcoral outcropsor in
shadowsof overhangingliffs andledges. Occursolitary and insmall groups.

Distribution: Maldivesto Western Pacific.

Remarks:In the Maldives andSri Lanka, Pomacentruphilippinus hasa distinctiveyellow tail. In other
partsofits rangethe yellow is either muchmore widespreadrcompletelylacking.
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Stegastefasciolatus (Ogilby, 1889)

English Name: Pacific gregory Family: POMACENTRIDAE
Local Name: Rongudhanbaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 12cm Specimen: MRS/0214/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 13 spinesand 15-17 rays. Analfin with 2 spinesand 12-14 rays.
Pectoralrays 19-21. Body depth 1.6-2.1 in standardength. Margins of preopercle and suborbital serrate;
suborbitalscaled.Teethuniserial.

Colour: Dark brown with black scaleoutlines. A small blackspoton upperpectoralbase.Many lavender
spotson head andreast. Rearmarginsof dorsal,caudaland analfins yellow. In juvenilestips of first few
interspinous membranesf dorsalfin brightyellow; caudalpeduncleandfin oftenyellow.

Habitat and Biology: Commonin shallowareasxhibiting mild to moderatesurgeconditionsat depthsup
to5 m. Also occurson rocky habitatsfrom shallow surgepoolsdown to at least30 m.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.
Remarks: Stegastesfasciolatuscommonthroughoumostof its range However, it is notwell documented

over much of its range, probably due tits sombrecolourationwhich it shareswith a number of other
Indo-WestPacific membersof Stegastesind Pomacentrus.



Anampsedineatus Randall, 1972

EnglishName: Lined wrasse Family: LABRIDAE
Local Name:  Rongu kendi hikaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 12cm Specimen: MRS/0354/9I

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 9 spinesand 12 rays. Analfin with 3 spines and2 rays. Pectoral
fin with 13 rays. Gill rakerson thefirst gill arch 14-16. Body depth3.2-3.4in standardength. Caudalfin

rounded.
Colour: Body orange browrnwith pale blue-greenlongitudinallines or lines of spotson sides.Caudalfin

almost black with broadwhite bandacrossbase Black spot onreartip of operculum. Malesvith ayellow
spot on pectoralregion.

Habitatand Biology: Inhabitsdeepereefareasusually at depthsgreateithan 20-30in.

Distribution: Indian Ocean.

Remarks: In the Pacific Ocean,Anampsedineatusis replacedy the closely relatedA. melanuruswhich
hasa yellow, ratherthan a white, tail bandand lines of distinctspotson its sides.
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Anampsesmeleagrides Valenciennes,1840

English Name: Spotted wrasse,Yellowtail wrasse Family: LABRIDAE
Local Name:  Kovelihikaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 21 cm Specimen: MRS/0389/92

Distinctive CharactersDorsal fin with 9 spines andl2 rays. Anal fin with 3 spinesand 12 rays.
Pectoral fin with 13 rays. Gill rakerson the first gill arch 18-20. Body depth 3.1-3.4in standard
length. Body moderatelyelongated.No median predorsal scales.Caudalfin truncateto emarginate.
Colour: Femalesdark brownwith numeroussmall rounddark spots tail yellow. Malesdark orange-brown
with numerousfine blue markings (vertical on sides, horizontalon belly, irregularon head,spotsanda
white crescentposteriorlyon tail).

Habitat and Biology: Foundon atoll rim reefs.Abundantin areasof rich coral growth.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Anarnpsesmeleagridesis a beautiful specieswhich is widespreadon Maldivian reefs.
A. amboinensisBleekeris a synonymbasedon the male form. A popularaquariumfish.
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Bodianusaxillaris (Bennett.1831)

English Name: Axil spot hogfish Family: LABRIDAE
Local Name: Lah kothari hikaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 20cm Specimen: MRS/0384/92

Distinctive Characters:Dorsal fin with 12 spinesand 9-10 raysAnal fin with 3 spinesand 12-13
rays. Pectoralfin with 15-17 rays. Body depth2.8-3.1 in standardiength. Snout pointed.Caudal fin
varying from slightly roundedto slightly double emarginate.

Colour: Juvenilesblack with large white spots. Adults brownanteriorlyandwhite posteriorly. Largeblack
spotsat the pectoralaxil and on dorsaland anal fins.

Habitat and Biology: Juveniles usually seenin caves.Feedson benthic invertebrates.Occasionally
seencleaning other fishes.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Bodianusavillaris undergoesaremarkablecolourchangeasit grows. B. aihoinaculatugSmith)
is a synonymbasecdon thejuvenile stage.

252



Bodianus bimaculatusAllen, 1973

EnglishName: Twospotslendethodfish Family: LABRIDAE
Local Name: Dhelah hikaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 10 cm Specimen: MRS/0382/92

Distinctive CharactersDorsalfin with 12 spinesand9-10rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand12rays.Pectoral
fin with 14-16rays. Body depth3.6-4.0in standardength.Caudalfin rounded.

Colour: Yellow to orangewith six narrowred stripesshadingo yellow on lower third of headandbody. A
largeyellow edgedblack spoton opercleanda black spotaboutthe sizeof pupil on caudalfin baseslightly

abovethe end of lateraline.

Habitat and Biology: Generallyfoundon deepouterreefslopesat depthsgreaterthan40 m. Feedson
benthicinvertebrates.

Distribution: Indo-WestPacific.

Remarks:Bodianus himaculatus the smallestmemberof the genus.It doesnotappearto be commonin
Maldives. This maybe becauseit is a ratherdeepdwelling species.



Bodianusdiana (Lacepede.1801)

English Name: Diana’s hogfish Family: LABRIDAE
Local Name: Thinthiki hikaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 25 cm Specimen: MRS/0412/92

Distinctive Characters:Dorsalfin with 12 spinesand 9-10rays. Anal fin with 3 spines andL0-12 rays.
Pectoralfin with 15-17rays. Body deptt8.1-3.3in standardength. Snoupointed Caudalfin slightly rounded
in juveniles totruncateor slightly doubleemarginaten adults.

Colour: Juvenilesbrown mottled with lines of white blotches,and black spoton fins. Adults with brown
head,yellow-brownsidesandred-brownfins. Threesmall yellow spotsdorsally. Black spotson pelvic, anal
and caudalfins.

Habitat and Biology: Normally seensolitary on the reefslopesat depthsbetweers-30 m. Juvenilesoften
cleanotherfishes.

Distribution: Indo-West Pacific.

Remarks: Bodianusdianais fairly commonon Maldivianreefs.LapidaploisaldabrensisSmithisa synonym
basedon thejuvenile form.
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Cheilinus bimaculatus Valenciennes1840

English Name: Two-spot wrasse Family: LABRIDAE
Local Name:  Dhethiki hikaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 15 cm Specimen: MRS/0388/92

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 9 spinesand9-1l rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand8 rays. Pectoral
fin with 12-13rays.Body depth2.7-3.0in standardength. Caudafin round injuvenilesthe upperandsome
middle raysprolongedin adults.

Colour: Mottled brown. Threesmall dark spotdehind eye, on sides,and at front of dorsalfin. Orange-red
linesradiatingfrom eyes.

Habitatand Biology: Oftenfound on substrateof thick algal growth or in plant dominatedbottoms at
depthsgreaterthan 15 m.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Cheilinushirnacularus appearsto be fairly uncommonand deeplwelling in the Maldives. The
specimeron which this recordis basedvastakenin 30-42m nearK. Thuru.
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Cheilinusfasciatus (Bloch, 1791)

English Name: Scarlet-breastechoan wrasse Family:  LABRIDAE
Local Name: Fulhah hikaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.36 cm Specimen:MRS/U 108/87

Distinctive CharactersDorsalfin with9 spinesand 10 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand8 rays. Body depth
2.3-2.6in standardength. Dorsal profileof headconvex, particularlythat of largemales. Cauddin slightly
round injuveniles,truncatewith elongatepointedlobesin largemales.

Colour: Brown with blackstreakson scalesandnarrow white bars.Chestand pectoralregion orangeed.
Narrowwhite linesradiatingfrom eye.

Habitatand Biology: Inhabitscoralreefsto depthsof 30 m. Solitaryin habit. Feedon molluscs,crustaceans
and seaurchins.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks:Cheilinus fasciatus is oneof themost brightly coloured membersefits genus,otherspeciesdeing
finely markedbut ratherull.
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Cheilinus oxycephalus Bleeker, 1853

English Name: Snootywrasse Family: LABRIDAE
Local Name: Filaahikaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.17 cm Specimen:MRS/0275/88

Distinctive CharactersDorsalfin with 9 spinesand 10rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 8 rays.Pectoralfin
with 12 rays. Body deptt2.5-3.0in standardength.Dorsalprofile of headfrom mouth to above eyencave.
Mouth terminalor with lower jawslightly projecting. Headscaled to above middle efe.Caudalfin rounded
in all stages.

Colour: Mottled brownishred. Dark spotson each sideof uppetlip, on front of dorsalfin, and sometimes
behindeye. Juveniles andgub-adultswith a midlateralrow of small dark spotson body.

Habitat and Biology: A shy andsecretivecoral reefspecies.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Cheilinus oxvcephaluis easily overlookedby diversandsnorkellersdueto its secretivehabit
and dull colouration.
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Cheilinus undulatus Ruppell, 1835

English Name: Humphead wrasse Napoleonwrasse Family: ~ LABRIDAF
Local Name: Maa hulhunbu landaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.2.3m

Distinctive CharactersDorsalfin with9 spinesand 10 rays. Analfin with 3 spines an@ rays. Pectorafin
with 12 rays.Body depth2.3-2.7in standardength.Body moderatelydeep.Dorsal profileof headstraightto
eye,then becomingconvex. Adults developalarge,fleshy humpon foreheadLateral line interruptedbelow

posterior portion oflorsalfin base.Caudalfin rounded.

Colour: Body olive to blue-greemvith vertical dark lineson scales.Irregular lineson headand two black
linesextendingbackfrom eye. Juvenilespale greenishith elongate darlspotson scales obody tendingto
form bars;two black linesposteriorlyfrom eye.

Habitatand Biology: Foundmostly on deeperportionsof coralreefsto depthsof 60 m. Solitary. Feeds
mainly on hardshelledpreyincluding molluscs,crustaceansind seairchins.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Cheilinus undulatuss the largestof thefamily Labridae.In spite of its large sizejt is awaryfish.
This speciesis protectedin the Maldives.
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Cheilio inermis (ForsskAl, 1775)

English Name: Cigar wrasse Family: LABRIDAE
Local Name: llolhi hikaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 50cm Specimen: MRS/0261/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 9 spinesand 12-14rays. Anal fin with 3 spinesand 11-12rays.
Pectoralfin rays 12. Body depth 5.5-8.0in standardlength. Body slenderandelongatednotvery compressed.
Snoutlong. Caudalfin slightly rounded.

Colour: Usually bright green ili lateralstripes,but may be brown, yellow or mottled.

Habitat and Biology: Typically found in seagrasse®r densebeds of algae at depths to 10 m. Mostly
solitary in habit. Feedschiefly on molluscs, hermitrabs, crabsseaurchinsandshrimps.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks:The garishgreencolourationof Cheilio inermishelpsit to camouflagesvithin the seagrasbeds.
Becauseof this it is normally only spottedby careful observers, even thouglisiquite common.
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Cirrhilabrus exquisitus Smith, 1957

English Name: Exquisite wrasse Family: LABRIDAE
Local Name: Fan hikaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 11 cm Specimen:MRS/0274/88

Distinctive Charactersborsalfin with 11 spinesand8-9 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand9 rays. Pectoral
fin with 14-16rays.Bodydepth 3.2-3.5in standardength. Rear operculamargin finelyserrate.Pupil of eye
double.Caudalfin of juvenilesrounded,of adultsdouble emarginate.

Colour: Green-redwith distinctive blackspotson upper half otaudalpeduncleRed concentratean head
andin broadband over pectoralbase.Fine blueline undereye, and undercaudalpedunclespot; two blue
lines obliquely acrosgectoralbase.Males more colourful.

Habitatand Biology: Foundon rubble bottomsin regionsof current at depthsof 6-32 m. Occurs in
aggregationsn reefs. Feedson zooplankton.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks:As the namesuggestsgCirrhilabrus exquisitusis a beautiful wrasseThis speciess very popular
amongaquarists.
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Cirrhilabrus rubrisquamis Randall and Emery1983

English Name: Red scalewrasse Family: LABRIDAE
Local Name:  Raiy hulhunbu hikaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.recorded7.2 cm (standardength)  Specimen: MRS/P0393/92

Distinctive Characters: Dorsalfin with 11 spines and® rays. Analfin with 3 spines and rays. Pectoralfin
with 15 rays. Body depth 3.5 in standardength. Eyesmoderatelylarge (diametemabout3.5 in standard
length). Lateral line interrupted. Caudiih rounded.

Colour: Femalegink, shadingo paleyellow below; yellowon topof headanddorsalfin. Males brightred
anteriorly, paleyellow posteriorly; anteriorpartsof dorsalandanal finsbright orange-yellow.

Habitat and Biology: Occurs in smallaggregation®n outerreefslopes,in depthsof over30 m. Feedson
zooplankton abovéhe bottom.

Distribution: Maldives, Chagosand Sri Lanka.

Remarks: Cirrhilabrus rubrisquarnis is probablyfairly commonin Maldives bultit is rarely seenby divers
becauseof its deepdwelling habitat.It appearto be commonesin depthsof 50-60ni.
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Coris batuensis (Bleeker, 1856)

English Name: Batu cons Family: LABRIDAE
Local Name:  Galhi kendi hikaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 19 cm Specimen: MRS/0386/92

Distinctive CharactersDorsalfin with 9 spines and.! rays. Analfin with 3 spinesandll rays. Pectorafin
with 13-15rays. Body dept2.8-3.5in standardength.

Colour: Paleandrather drab Spotson sidesandbroad barsn backchangingfrom reddishto greenistwith
growth. Small dark spotbehind eye. Twodark oscillatedspotson dorsalfin. Large maleswith all colours
darker. Juvenileswhite with irregular greenistbarsand small orangespots.

Habitat and Biology: A commoninhabitant of shallow reefflats and lagoonareas, wheris palecolouration
is no doubtausefulcamouflage.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Coris hatuensisis sometimes referreds C  hroederi (a synonym) and is very close to
C. variegata (Ruppell)from the Red Sea.
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Epibulusinsidiator (Pallas,1770)

EnglishName: Slingjaw wrasse Family: LABRIDAE
Local Name: Thun dhamaa hikaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 35 cm Specimen: MRS/0100/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 9 spines andL0 rays. Anal fin with 3 spines and 8-%ays. Pectoral
fin with 12 rays.Body depth2.0-2.3in standardength. Jawsextremelyprotractile.Pelvic fins of adultslong.
Preoperculamargin smooth.Caudalfin of maleswith prolongedobes.

Colour: Usual colour dark brown, occasionallyellow. Lower headand thorax abruptlypalegrey. A large

diffuseorangishareaon napeandadjacenupper part ofhe body.Juvenilesbrown with 3 narrow whitebars
on body and white lines radiatingfrom eye.

Habitat and Biology: Found mostly on shallowcoral reefsat depthsof 5 or 6 m. Solitaryin habit. Feeds
mainly on smallfishes,crabsand shrimps,whichit capturesby rapid protrusionof the jaws.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Epibu/usinsidiaton is a commoninhabitantof the Maldivian reefs.It can be seein two very
different colourforms.
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Gomphosus caeruleud.acepéde,1801

EnglishName: Bird wrasse Family: LABRIDAE
Local Name: Theyofulhi hikaa Order:  Perciformes
Size: Max.28 cm Specimen: MRS/0385/92

Distinctive CharactersDorsalfin with 8 spines and 3 rays. Analfin with 3 spines and! rays. Pectorafin
with 15 rays.Body depth3.7-4.0in standardength.Snoutextremelylong andslendefexceptsmalljuveniles),
its length morethanhalf length of head.Caudalfin changesrom truncatein initial phasdish toemarginate
with prolongedobesin terminalmales.

Colour: Femalesrown, palebelow. Malesdark blue-greewith palegreendorsal,analandposteriorcrescent
of caudalfin; rearedgeof pectoralsblue.

HabitatandBiology: Foundmostlyon coralandrocky reefsto depthsof 15 m. Feedn smallinvertebrates
that it picks from cracks andtrevicesin coral androck with its elongatgaws.

Distribution: IndianOcean.

Remarkswith itsdistinctive shape Gomphosugaeruleuss impossibleto confusewith anyotherMaldivian
fish species.Coloureddifferently in the Red Seawhereit hasbeennamedG. c. klunzingeriby Klausewitz.
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Halichoeres cosmetusRandall andSmith, 1982

EnglishName: Adornedvrasse Family: LABRIDAE
Local Name: Nala hikaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.12 cm Specimen: MRS/0396/92

Distinctive CharactersDorsalfin with 9 spines andl rays(rarely 12). Anal fin with 3 spinesandll rays.
Pectoralfin with 12-14rays. Body deptlB.2-4.1 in standardength. Headnaked. Scalesn chestsmaller
than those of body.

Colour: Female pal@inky orange stripedyellow, smallblack spotsbehindtheeye; twowhite rimmed black
spotson dorsalfin. Malesgreerwith orange stripes anteriorly arzhrsposteriorly.

HabitatandBiology: Foundmostly on reefslopesat depthsof 2-30m. Feedsnainly on benthicanimals.As
faras known,all speciesof Halichoeressleepin the sandat night.

Distribution: Westernindian Ocean.
Remarks:Halichoerescosmetuss acommonwrassein the Maldives.The namecosnietusrom theGreek

word meaningadorned,in referenceto its brilliant andcomplex colouration. Relatedo H. ornatissimus
(Garret)of the Pacific.
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Halichoeres leucoxanthusRandall andSmith, 1982

EnglishName: Lemon meringue wrasse Family:  LABRIDAE
Local Name: Dhon lunboahikaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 11 cm Specimen: MRS/0268/88

Distinctive CharactersDorsal fin with 9 spinesand 12 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 12 rays. Pectoral
fin with 13 rays. Body deptlB.5-3.9in standardength. Third analspine4.1-4.4 in headength.

Colour: Yellow above,white below. Fourblack spotson front middle andrearof dorsalfin andcaudal
base.Posteriorthreespotslost in matureadults.

Habitatand Biology: Foundon reefsbetween10-60m depth. Insidethe atoll it is commonesnhearbottom
of reefslope, whereeefmeetsthe atoll basin floor.Feedson small benthic animals.

Distribution: Maldives to Westernindonesia.

Remarks:Halichoeresleucovanthuslike many otherwrassesjs a popularaquariumfish. This speciess
veryclosely relatedto theall yellow H. chrysusRandall of the Pacific and Easterrindian Ocean.
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Halichoeresmarginatus Ruppell. 1835

EnglishName: Dusky wrasse Family: LABRIDAE
LocalName: Mushi hikaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 17 cm Specimen: MRS/0269/88

Distinctive CharactersDorsal fin with 9 spinesand 13-14 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 12-13rays.
Pectoralfin with 13-15rays. Body depth2.6-3.2 in standardength. Head naked, scalesdorsally on nape

extending to a verticadt rear edge ofye.

Colour: Femalesdark brown, with white caudalfin and twoyellow edged darkspotson dorsalfin. Males
brownwith dark spotson each scaléorming longitudinal lines; narrow blue lines onhead; greerbaron
caudalbase;yellow streakon pectoralfin. Juvenilesblack withyellow stripes.

Habitatand Biology: Preferscoastal rockyshoresaswell asthe coralrich edges ofthe fringing reefs to
depthsof 30 m.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks:Halichoeresmarginattusis a rathersombrespeciesso easily overlooked,althoughthe male on
closeinspectioncan beseento be veryattractive.
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Halichoeresscapularis (Bennett, 1831)

EnglishName: Zigzagwrasse Family: LABRIDAE
Local Name: Dhon hikaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.20 cm Specimen: MRS/046/86

Distinctive CharactersDorsalfin with 9 spinesand 1l rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand1l rays.Pectoralfin
with 14 rays.Body depth abou8.5 in standardlength.Pectoralfin shorterthan pelvic fin.

Colour: Initial-phase adultsvith a dark brownstripe from eye alongupperside (where often zigzag)to

uppercaudalbase: bodyabovestripegreenishpbelowwhite. Terminal males retain thegzagstripeon body,

thoughbroademndsuffused withpink; groundcolourgreenwith blue edgedpalepink spots followingscale
rows on sides;headgreenwith irregularblue edgedpink bandsandspots.

Habitatand Biology: Usually found in shallow lagoonsor bays, associated morwith sand,rubble, or
seagrassottomsto depthsof 12 m. Feedson sand-dwellinganimals.

Distribution: Indo-WestPacific.

Remarks:Halichoeresscapularisis acommonwrasseon Maldivian reefflats. It is moreoften encountered
on sandand rubbleareasthan on rich coral areas.
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Halichoeres vrolikii (Bleeker, 1855)

EnglishName: Greenharredvrasse Family: LABRIDAE
Local Name: Dhon noohikaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 13 cm Specimen: MRS/0267/88

Distinctive CharactersDorsalfin with 9 spines and2 rays.Anal fin with 3 spinesand 12 rays. Pectoralfin
with 14 rays. Body depth3.0-3.4in standardength.

Colour: Femalesorange andlue striped,with 3 blue ringedblack spots,at the front of thedorsal, in the
middle of dorsal andht uppercaudalbase. Male greewith pink bandson head,andyellow pectoralfin base

with atriangularblack spot on itsupperpart.

Habitat andBiology: Usually foundon reefflats, reefslopes,shallow lagoonsindreefchannelsto depths
of 27 m. Feedson smallbenthic animals.

Distribution: Maldivesto WesternPacific.
Remarks:Halichoeresvro/ikii hasoften beenknown by the synonym H. hoeveniiH. vrolikii is oneof a

complexgroupof similar speciegalthoughtheonly oneknown from Maldives) which hasin the pastmade
accuratadentification very difficult.
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Hemigymnusfasciatus (Bloch, 1792)

EnglishName: Barredthicklip wrasse Family:  LABRIDAE
Local Name: Galhi kendithunbodu hikaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.45 cm Specimen: MRS/0260/88

Distinctive CharactersDorsalfin with 9 spinesandll rays. Analfin with 3 spines and! rays.Pectorafin
with 14 rays.Total gill rakers22-24. Body depth2.4-2.6in standardength.Lips verythick andfleshy, the
lower deeplyincisedin medianline. Caudalfin slightly rounded.

Colour: Dark, almostblack, sideswith severalwhite barson body. Facebrightly patternedwith red and
green.Juvenileshavemore andthinnerwhite barsthan adults.

HabitatandBiology: Foundmoreon protectedeefs tharexposedeefsatdepthsup to 20 m.Feedsprimarily
on small crustaceansnolluscsandechinoderms.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks:Hemigymnugasciatusfeedsby taking mouthfulsof sand sorting thematerial for afew moments
to extract animaimaterial,andejecting indigestiblesedimentsfrom its mouth or gill opening.
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Hemigymnusmelapterus (Bloch, 1791)

EnglishName: Thicklip wrasse Family: LABRIDAE
Local Name: Kalhali thunboahikaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.50 cm Specimen: MRS/0387/92

Distinctive CharactersDorsalfin with 9 spinesand 11 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesandl!l rays.Pectoralfin
with 14 rays. Total gill rakers 26-29Body depth2.4-2.7in standardength. Lips verythick and fleshy, the
lower deeplyincisedin medianline. Caudalfin slightly rounded.

Colour: Headand anteriorbody light grey. The upperhalf of headwith irregular, blueedgedpink bands.
Most of body dark purplish, the edgesf scalesblackwith a curvedverticalpaleblue linesor spotson each
scale.Medianfins dark purplishwith fine blue markings. Juvenilewith white bandsprecedingolackposterior
halfandwith yellow caudalfin.

Habitatand Biology: Found moreon protectedreefsthan exposedreefs at depthsup to 20 m. Feeds
primarily on small crustaceananolluscsand echinoderms.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

RemarksHemigymnuselapteruslike H.fasciatus,feedon invertebratesvhichit sortsout from mouthfuls
of sand.This speciess commonand wide-rangingon Maldivian reefs.
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Labrichthys unilineatus (Guichenot,1847)

EnglishName: Tubelipwrasse Family: LABRIDAE
Local Name: Eh rongu hikaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.17.5cm Specimen: MRS/0401/92

Distinctive CharactersDorsal fin with 9 spines andl1-12rays. Analfin with 3 spines and10-Il rays.
Pectoralfin with 14-15 rays. Preoperculamargin coverecby scales.Top of head scaled to nostrilsower

part of head scaleahteriorto eye.Body depth2.6-3.2in standardength. Lips thick and fleshyforming a
tube whenclosed. Caudafin strongly rounded.

Colour: Dark brown, almostblack. Juvenileswith 2 white lines alongsides, lower onelost with growth.
Femalesith yellow lips andpale blue caudalmargins.Maleswith darkblue lineson headandbody. Broad
yellow barson sidesbehindpectoral.

Habitatand Biology: Occursin shelterectoral-rich habitats.Feedson coralpolyps.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks:Labrichthysunilineatus is a small anddark-colouredspeciesso it is easily overlookedgven

thoughtit is not uncommonon Maldivian reefs. Thereis only one speciesin the genus.L. cvanoraenia
Bleekeris as synonym.
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Labroidesbhicolor FowlerandBean, 1928

EnglishName: Bicolour cleanemwrasse Family: LABRIDAE
Local Name: Dhontheyofulhimas Order:  Perciformes
Size: Max. 14 cm Specimen: MRS/0391/92

Distinctive CharactersDorsal fin with 9 spinesand 10-1l rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 9-10 rays.
Pectoralfin with 13 rays. Body depth3.7-4.5 in standardength. Small scalesn cheek, operclend nape.
Lips thick, the lowerstrongly hi-lobed.Caudalfin slightly rounded.

Colour: Adults dark anteriorly andpale posteriorly.Femalesgrey and paleyellow, malesdark blue/black
andbrightyellow. Juvenileswith bright yellow dorsalstripe.

HabitatandBiology: Commonlyseenmmovingoverthe reefslopego depthsof 42 m. Feedsn ectoparasites
(andmucus) of otheffishes.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks:Labroideshicolor is acleanemwrasseand is thelargestof the genus.lt is moreinclinedto follow
larger fishesin its cleaningoperationghanother cleanemwrasses.
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Labroidesdimidiatus (Valenciennes1839)

EnglishName: Cleanerwrasse Family: LABRIDAE
Local Name: Theyofulhimas Order:  Perciformes
Size: Max.11.5cm Specimen: MRS/0042/86

Distinctive Charactersborsalfin with 9 spinesand 10-11 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 10 rays.Pectoral
fin with 13 rays. Body depth.1-4.7 in standardength. Smallscale®n cheek,opercleandnape Lips thick,
the lower strongly bi-lobed Caudalfin truncateto slightly rounded.

Colour: Adults light blue, shadingto pale yellowish omwhite anteriorly, with a black stripe from snout
through eye to rear edge afaudal fin. This stripe is progressively broadegosteriorly. Juvenileslargely
black with anarrowbright blue stripeon backwhich continuesonto dorsalpart ofhead.

Habitat and Biology: Commonly seenon upperreefslopes to depths of 40m. Feedson crustacean
ectoparasite¢andmucus)of other fishes.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.
Remarks:Unlike L. hicolor (previousgpage) Labroidesdimidiatuseverenters thenouthsandgill chambers

of someof thelargerhostfishesin its cleaningoperations Alsoestablishescleaning stations’on thereef to
which hostfishescome forits services.
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Labropsisxanthonota Randall, 1981

EnglishName: Yellowback wrasse Family: LABRIDAE
Local Name: Dhon kothari hikaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.13.5¢cm Specimen: MRS/0400/92

Distinctive CharactersDorsalfin with9 spinesand 11 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 10 rays.Pectoralfin
with 14-15rays. Body depth3.4-3.8in standardength. Lips thick andfleshy. Postorbitalheadandposterior
suborbital with small scales. Cauddin of juvenilesrounded; females truncateith round corners;males

emarginate.

Colour: Femaledarkbrown or black, yellowdorsally,andwith fine blue lineson sides.Males browneach
scalewith a yellow dot. Yellow margin to operculum.White wedged-shapedreaon caudalfin. Juveniles
similar to femalesbutlacking brown region of uppeside.

Habitat andBiology: Commonlyfoundon rich coralareasat depthsof 7-55m. Adults feed oncoralpolyps.
Juvenilesoften seen cleaning othéshes.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks:Labropsis.vanthonota, like otherwrassess amongthe first to retire to an inactive statewith the
approachof darknessind amongthe lastto resumeactivity the following morning.
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Macropharyngodonbipartitus Smith, 1957

EnglishName: Divided wrasse Family: LABRIDAE
Local Name: Kurehihikaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 12cm Specimen: MRS/0264/88

Distinctive CharactersDorsalfin with 9 spinesand1l rays.Anal fin with 3 spines andl rays. Pectorafin
with 12 rays. Body depth2.6-3.1 in standardength. Headnaked.No medianpredorsal scalesifth to sixth
dorsalsoftraysusually longest. Cauddin rounded.

Colour: Femalesorangewith white spots,anda large black and blue areaon belly. Malesdull orange-red
with greenand purple stripesn head,becomingblotchesposteriorly. Orangeareaundersoft dorsal.

Habitat and Biology: Commonlyfoundin areasof broken coral mixed with sandor rubble. Feedson
benthicinvertebrates.

Distribution: Westernindian Ocean.

Remarks:Macropharyngodonhipartitus is a small, andat first sighta ratherdull-looking wrasse.Close
inspectionhowever reveals thabothmalesandfemalego havethemostbeautifullyintricatecolour patterns.
A popularaquariumfish

276



Novaculichthystaeniourus (Lacepéde,1801)

English Name: RockmoverW rasse Family: LABRIDAE
Local Name: Gadurolhaahikaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.25 cm Specimen: MRS/0390/92

Distinctive Characters:Dorsalfin with 9 spinesand 12-13rays. Anal fin with 3 spinesand 12-13rays.
Pectoralfin with 13 rays. Body depth2.8-3.1in standardength.The first two dorsal spinesveryflexible
(veryprolongedin juveniles). Caudalfin rounded.

Colour: Adults brown with grey headnd a white bar acrossaudalfin base.Centresf scaleg/ellowish. A
largered areaon abdomen.Juvenilesmottled greenor brown andwhite.

Habitatand Biology: Foundprimarily on shallow weedy orrubbly areasat depthsof from afew to at least
25 m. Feedson a wide rangeof benthic invertebrates, includingholluscsand crustaceans.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks:Novaculichthystaeniourusis well known for its ability to overturnlargerocksto prey upon the
animalsbeneath Juvenilesmimic drifting clumpsofalgae. A popularaquariurnfish.
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Paracheilinus mccoskeri Randall and Harmelin-Vivien, 1977

English Name: Mccosker'swrasse Family: LABRIDAE
Local Name: Faiy mini hikaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.7.5 cm Specimen:MRS/0358/91

Distinctive CharactersDorsal fin with 9 spinesand 11 rays. Thefirst dorsal rays greatlgxtendedin
maturemales.Laterallinesin two parts.Pupil divided into two equaladjoining parts.

Colour: Ground colouorange. Femalewith faint, brokenbluehorizontallineson sides.Maleswith distinct
brokenblue linesanddeepredon innerpartof softdorsalandouterpart of analfins.

Habitat and Biology: Usually seeron rubble bottoms at depthsgreateithan 20 m. Forms aggregations.
Feedson zooplankton.

Distribution: Indo-WestPacific.

Remarks:Themale of Paracheilinusmccoskeris for its sizeoneof themost beautifulof all Maldivianreef
fishes. Themales maintaimharemsof severalfemales,which they ‘flash’ with their spectacular dorsdins.
A verypopular aquariunfish.
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Pseudocheilinusevanidus Jenkins, 1901

EnglishName: Disappearingwrasse Family: LABRIDAE
Local Name: Miyakan hudhuhikaa Order:  Perciformes
Size: Max.8 cm Specimen:MRS/0357/91

Distinctive CharactersDorsal fin with 9 spinesand 11 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 9 rays. Pectorafin

with 14 rays. Bodydepth2.7-3.3in standardength. Preoperculamarginsmooth.Corneadivided to forma
double pupil.

Colour: Red with numerousfine palelongitudinal lines. White stripesundereye. Caudafin greenwith a
small black spotat upperbase.

Habitatand Biology: A shy andsecretivespeciesCommonon reefslope. Feedsn smallcrustaceansnd
otheranimals.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks:Pseudocheilinugvanidusis a secretivespecieshence theEnglish name,disappearingvrasse.
Furtherstudy may resultin its beingplacedin amonotypic family.
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Pseudocheilinus hexataenigBleeker, 1857)

EnglishName: Sixstripewrasse Family: LABRIDAE
LocalName: Harongu hikaa Order:  Perciformes
Size: Max.7.5cm Specimen:MRS/0205/88

Distinctive Characters:Dorsalfin with 9 spines andll rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand9 rays. Pectorafin
with 15-17rays. Body depth 2.4-2.7 in standardlength. Preoperclewith a membranoudlap at angle, the
marginaboveit is usually finely serratedfor abouthalf of its length.

Colour: Reddishwith alternateyellow-orangeandpurple-bluestripes. Cauddin green.Small blackspot on
uppercaudalbase.

Habitatand Biology: Hidesamongcoralsandrocks on reefedgeandslope. Feedson small crustaceans.
Distribution: Indo-Pacific.
RemarksP.seudocheilinusexataenias avery shyandsecretivespeciesandtendsto stayhiddenin thereef

crevices.As aresultit is not seen veryoften by snorkellersand divers,althoughit is a fairly abundant coral
reefspecies.
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Pseudocorisyamashiroi (Schmidt, 1930)

EnglishName: Redspotwrasse Family: LABRIDAE
Local Name: Raiy thiki hikaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Commonto 15 cm; max. 18 cm Specimen:MRS/P0394/92

Distinctive Charactersborsalfin with 9spines andl2rays. Analfin with 3 spines and2 rays. Pectorafin
with 13 rays. Body depth 3.5-4.1 in standardength. Firsttwo dorsal spineslosetogether,prolongedin
males. Caudafin slightly emarginatePelvic fin short. Preoperclevith a membranoudlap at angle,the
marginaboveit usuallyfinely serratefor about half its length.

Colour: Females lavender-greyhe centresof scales darkethanedges.Headbehindthe eyepartially blue
green.A largeorangered spot coveringpectoral finbase. Maleslight blue-greenon dorsalthreefifths of
body,denselyspottedwith vertically elongatedsmallblack spots.In Maldivian specimensposteriompartof

backappears orange.

Habitat andBiology: Occursin aggregationsisually on outerreefslopes.Thefemalesgreatlyoutnumber
themales. Feedson zooplankton.

Distribution: Maldivesto WesternPacific.
Remarks:Pseudocorisvamashinois commonon the deepepartof outerreefslopes.Despitethis, arid its
active swimmingdoehaviouiit is easilyoverlooked becaus# itsrelativelysmall sizeandratherdull colouration.

Maldivian malesdifferfrom thosein the WesterrPacificin havingorangeratherthangreenon theposterior
part of the back.
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Pseudodax molucannugValenciennes,1839)

EnglishName: Chistletoothwrasse Family: LABRIDAE
LocalName: Dhaiythoonuhikaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.25 cm Specimen: MRS/0383/92

Distinctive CharactersDorsalfin with 11 spinesand12 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 14 rays. Pectoral

fin with 15 rays. Body depth2.4-2.9in standardength.A pair of spatulatancisiform teethat the front of
each jaw.

Colour: Dark reddishbrown. Juvenileswith one dorsalandone ventralblue stripe. Adultswith neonblue
marginsto dorsal,caudalandanalfins. Palestreakacrossupperlip.

Habitatand Biology: Commonon rock andcoral reefsto adepthof 60 m.Feedson encrusting organisms.
Juvenileshave beembserved cleaningtherfishes.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks:Pseudodax molucannus theonly speciesof the genus..It caneasily be distinguishedrom other
wrassedy its large spatulatancisiform teeth.
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Stethojulisstrigiventer (Bennett, 1832)

English Name: Stripebelly wrasse Family: LABRIDAE
Local Name:  Huifathu hikaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 15 cm Specimen: MRS/0263/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsalfin with 9 spinesand 11 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesandll rays.Pectoralfin
with 15 (rarely 14) rays.Body depth 3.5-3.9in standard length. Scale®n chest.

Colour: Males greenislo yellowish browndorsally, white ventrally. Fourlongitudinalblue lines, only one
of which extendsfull lengthof headand body.A broadred band frompectoralfin base togill opening,and
asmall black spotat upper end ofjill opening. Femalegreenish tdrownish greydorsally,white ventrally.
Many fine longitudinal lines anda smallblue edged darlspotat caudalbase.

Habitat and Biology: Usuallyfoundon algal flats, seagrasbedsor on sandyareasaround reefskFeedson
benthicinvertebrates.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: The terminal malesnore colourful andvery different from initial phase S. renardi (Bleeker)is
asynonymbasedon the terminal male phase ofStethojulisstrigiventer.

283



Thalassomaamblycephalum (Bennett, 1856)

English Name: Bluntheaded wrasse Family:  LABRIDAE
Local Name: Baiypen hikaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.17 cm Specimen: MRS/U105/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 8 spinesand 13rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 1! rays. Pectorafin
with 15 rays. Body depth 3.8-4.2in standardength. No scalesdorsallyon opercle.Caudalfin truncateto
slightly emarginate becominglunatein largemales.

Colour: Initial phasewith broadblack stripe througleyeto uppercaudal.Greenabove creambelow. Caudal

marginsbroadly orange Terminal males purplishHeadblue. Napeyellow. Two fine oblique gold lines on
cheek.

Habitat and Biology: Occurs in smallaggregationevershallowreefsto depthsof 15 m. Feedson zooplankton
well abovethe substrate.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: T. me/anochir(Bleeker) is a synonymbasedon the terminal male form of Thalassoma
amblycephalumlnitial phasefish far morenumerousthan terminalmales.
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Thalassomahardwicke (Bennett, 1828)

English Name: Sixbar wrasse Family:  LABRIDAE
Local Name: Kaashi hikaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 18 cm Specimen: MRS/0005/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsalfin with 8 spinesand 13 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 11 rays. Pectorafin
with 16 rays. Body deptt2.9-3.2in standardength. Caudafin truncateinjuveniles toemarginaten adults.

Colour: Green with six black bargdorsally, shadingto paleblue ventrally. Broadpink bandson headand a
pink lateralstripe posteriorly on body. Femalessimilar butthe barsnot asblackandlacking the ventral blue
colourandpink stripe.

Habitat and Biology: A common shallovwater reef species ttepthsof 25 m. Mainly a solitary swimming
species.Omnivorousin habit,

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: T. schwanefeldii(Bleeker)is asynonymof Tha/assornehardwicke.T. handwickeis one ofthe
mostcommonwrasse®n Maldivian reefs.It readily acceptsbreadirom diversandsnorkellers.
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Thalassomgansenii (Bleeker, 1856)

EnglishName: Jansen’svrasse Family:  LABRIDAE
Local Name: Dhon kaashihikaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 20 cm Specimen:MRS/0273/88

Distinctive CharactersbDorsalfin with 8 spinesand 13 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 1l rays.Pectoralfin
with 15-16 (usually 15) rays. Bodydepth3.3-3.9 in standardength. Caudalfin truncatein juvenilesto
slightly emarginaten initial phaseandvery lunatein largeterminalmales.

Colour: Groundcolour cream,varying from yellow above towhite below. Six broad rhomboidal blackish
bandsdorsally.

Habitatand Biology: Commonon reefflats at depthsof a metre otess.
Distribution: Maldivesto Indonesia.
Remarks:Thalassornganseniiis notparticularlycommonin the Maldives. Unlike many otherwrassesof

the genusit maintainsthe same basicolour pattern throughotits life. However, it has a different colour
form in the Western Pacific.
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Thalassoma lunare (Linnaeus,1758)

EnglishName: Moon wrasse Family: LABRIDAE
Local Name: Nigoo dhigu hikaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.27 cm Specimen: MRS/0272/38

Distinctive CharactersDorsalfin with 8 spinesand 13 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 11 rays.Pectoralfin
with 15 rays. Body depth 3.1-3.7in standardength. Caudafin varying from truncatein juveniles to lunate
with filamentouslobesin largemales.

Colour: Femalesdarkgreen,with finered stripeson sidesandred bandson chestandhead.Yellow crescent
on caudalfin. Males similar butbackgroundcolour moreblue thangreen.

Habitat and Biology: Commonon coralandrocky reefsto depthsof 20m. Feedson benthicinvertebrates,
smallfishesandfish eggs.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks:Thalassomdunare is a very common andwide-rangingspecieson Maldivian reefs. It is very
boldand will readilyapproachdiversand snorkellersif food is beinghandedout.
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Wetmorellanigropinnata (Seale,1901)

EnglishName: Sharpnosecave wrasse Family: LABRIDAE
Local Name: Hohalha hikaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.8cm Specimen:MRS/0271/88

Distinctive CharactersDorsalfin with 9 spinesand 10 rays.Analfin with 3 spinesand8 rays. Pectorafin
with 12 rays. Body deptl2.6-3.2 in standardength. Lateraline interrupted.

Colour: Ground colour brown. A dark edgedyellow baron headandbehind andadjacentto eye anda
secondneat front of caudalpeduncle Juveniles, imddition,with 2 broad pale barsn body. Black spotson
fins andventrallyon abdomen.

Habitat andBiology: Commonlyfound on cavesand crevices todepthsof 40 m.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks:Wetmorellanignopinnatais rarely seenby diversdueto its cryptic habits.w. philippina Fowler

and Bean, W. oce/lata Schultz and Marshall, and W. tricellata Schultzand Marshall are synonyms of
Wetmorellanigropinnata.

288



XynChthyS Pavo valeneiennes.

English Name: Peacockwrasse Family: LABRIDAE
Local Name: Saamaraa hikaa Order: Perciforrnes
Size: Max.35 cm Specimen:MRS/0436/94

Distinctive CharactersFirst dorsalfin with 2 spines.Secondvith 7 spines andl2 rays. Analfin with 3
spinesand 12 rays. Pectoratays 12. Body depth2.4-2.7 (of juveniles 2.8-3.3) in standardength. Dorsal
profile of headof adultsverysteep.First 2 dorsal spineseparateoriginating over posterior edge of eye,
flexible and prolonged(greatly elongaten juveniles). Caudalfin small and rounded.

Colour: Adults greydorsally,yellowish white ventrally with 3 indistinctdark barson body and ! on caudal
fin base.A small blackspot rimmedwith light blue,just aboveeighth lateralline scale. Juvenileswith dark

barsmore evidentthan adultsandmay have?2 ocellatedblack spotson softdorsal.

Habitatand Biology: Foundon sandysubstratunat depthsof 7-40 m. Feedsmostly on hardshelledprey
including molluscsand crustaceans.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

RemarksXyrichthyspavolives on opensandyareasanddivesinto sand withapproactof danger.Juveniles
extendelongatdirst dorsalfin forward over headndmimic a drifting leaf.

289



Parapercishexophthalma (Ehrenberg,1829)

English Name: Spot-tail sandperch Family:  PINGUIPEDIDAE
Local Name: Lah nigooalathandu Order: Perciformes
Size: Commonto 18 cm; max. 26cm Specimen: MRS/0158/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsalfin with 5 spinesand 21-22rays. Analfin with | spineand 17 rays.Pectoral
fin with 17-18 rays.8 caninesat front of lowerjaw. Membrandrom last dorsalspinejoins first dorsal ray
opposite tip ofspine. Snounarrow,the lower jaw length greatethan its width.

Colour: Light greenish-browrdorsally,speckled withbrown; white ventrally. A horizontal row of small

yellow-edgedblackspotson lower side.A large blackspotin caudalfin with awhite areabehindit. Females
with smallblack spotson head,maleswith diagonaldark brown linesn cheek.

Habitat and Biology: Usually found on coralreefsand sandyareamearreefsandrocky outcrops,from the
shorelineto moderatedepthsoverthe continentalshelf. Carnivorous.

Distribution: Indo-West Pacific.

Remarks: Parapercishexophthalrnais afairly commoninhabitanton Maldivian reefflats. It is usually
seerproppedup on itspelvic fins. P. polyphtha!mas a synonymbasedon the femaleform.
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Parapercis millepunctata(Gunther, 1806)

English Name: Brown-spotted sandperch Family: PINGUIPEDIDAE
Local Name:  Mushi thiki alathandu Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.20 cm Specimen: MRS/0279/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 4 spinesand2l rays. Analfin with | spineand 17 rays.Pectoralfin
with 17 rays.4 caninest front of lower jaw. Palatineteethabsent. Second and thirdorsalspine longest.

Colour: Body whitish with 4 close-setongitudinal series of browrspots,those of lower row largestand
vertically elongate,coveringall of lower side.A white spot midposteriorly incaudalfin. Males withthin
diagonalpale lineson cheek.

Habitat and Biology: Usually found on patches ofrubble or pavemenbetweencorals. Feedsn benthic
crustaceanand occasionallgn fish.

Distribution: Maldives to Central Pacific.

Remarks: Parapercis millepunctatés the mostcommonspecief the genusat manylocalities. It is usually
identified as P. cephalopunctataSeale)but P. millepunctarais the valid earliername.



Parapercis schauinslandi(Steindachner,1900)

English Name: Red-spotted sandperch Family: ~ PINGUIPEDIDAE
Local Name:  Raiy thiki alathandu Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 14cm Specimen: MRS/0276/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 5 spinesand 21 rays. Analfin with | spineand 17 rays. Pectoral

fin with 16 rays. 6 caninesat front of lowerjaw. Palatineteeth absent. Middle dorsal spine longest.
Caudalfin emarginate.

Colour: Whitewith 2 longitudinal series ofsquaristred spotson body, | along back (thesgpots often faint,

but may containa few dark red spotsand the othermid-lateral.2 red linesat baseof pectoralfin. Spinous
portion of dorsalfin red with alargeblack spotin centre Caudalfin pale with2 redspots.

Habitat and Biology: Usually found on rubble nearreefsat depthsgreateithan 20 m. Carnivorous, feeding
on crustaceansnd small fish.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Parapercisschauinslandis a moderately deegwelling species.The colour pattern othis species
slightly varieswith majorlocalities.
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Parapercissignata Randall, 1984

English Name: Blackflag sandperch Family: ~ PINGUIPEDIDAE
Local Name: Kalhu kothari alathandu Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 13 cm Specimen: MRS/0278/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 5 spinesand 21 rays. Analfin with | spineand 14-22rays. Pelvic
fins well separated.

Colour: Spinousportion black with a deep redargin. A series o8 shortdusky baron back, six of which
are linked to black spotsbasally in soft dorsalfin. A seriesof 9 broadorangebarson lower side.

Habitat and Biology: Commonon lower reefslopesandsandyareasat depthsof 30-35m. Feedson small
shrimpsandfishes.

Distribution: Maldives.
Remarks: Parapercissignata,is not commonly seehy divers due toits rather deemwelling habit. Many

speciesof Parapercisshowsat least some colourdifferencewith sex. The sandperchesere previously
recorded undethe family Parapercidaer more oftenMugiloididae (in old literature).
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Ecsenius bicolor (Day, 1888)

English Name: Bicolor blenny Family: ~ BLENNIIDAE
Local Name: Dheburi dhekula venfunna Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 11 cm Specimen: MRS/0249/89

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 12 spinesand 16-18 rays. Anal fin with 2 spinesand 18-20 rays.
Caudalfin segmentedvith 14 rays.A cirrus from bothanteriorand posterior rim oostril.

Colour: Variable. The common pattern is bluish black on headandanteriorhalfof body, yellow behind.
Habitat and Biology: Commonlyfound restingon coralsandrocks in crevicest depthsto 21 m.
Distribution: Central-Pacific to Maldives.

Remarks: The multiple colour phaseq3 phases) oEcseniusbicolor, makesit a favourite with aquarists.
The blenniesare a largefamily (over 300 species)of small, agile, bottom-dwellindishes. The majority of

tropical blenniesare herbivores. Those for whicthe reproductive habitsre known lay demersaleggs
which are guardedby male parent.



Ecseniusminutus Klausewitz, 1963

English Name: Maldives blenny Family: ~ BLENNIIDAE
Local Name:  Dhivehi venfunna Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 5 cm Specimen: MRS/0248/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 12-13 spinesand 13-14rays. Anal fin with 2 spinesand 15-16rays.
Pectoralrays 12-14. Segmenteataudalrays 13. Snoutover-hangingmouth.

Colour: Light brown with diffuse white spotsposteriorlyand darkblotchesanteriorly. Cheekwith yellow
dots. Dark brown curving line on opercle.Eye with white ring and radiatingspokes.

Habitat and Biology: A common reef species.Feedon filamentous algaeand the tiny animals
associateavith it.

Distribution: Maldives.

Remarks: Ecseniusminutusis one of the very fewfishes knownonly from the Maldives. As the scientific
name suggestshis is a small specieswhich is believed to reacliessthan about5 cm in total length.



Entomacrodus striatus(Quoy and Gaimard, 1836)

English Name: Pearly rockskipper Family: BLENNIIDAE
Local Name:  Haluvi venfunna Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.9 cm Specimen: MRS/0250/88

Distinctive CharactersDorsalfin deeplyincisedwith 12-14 spinesand 14-16rays. Analfin with 2 spines
and15-18rays. Margin of upper lip usually fullycrenulate.Napewith one cirruson eachside (occasionally
absent).Supraorbitaktirrus with many branches.

Colour: Whitish with numeroussmall irregular blackspotson body which may group toform about 4
indistinct largeblotcheson upperside. An irregularblack line behind the eye.

Habitat and Biology: Found mostly in the shallow inter-tidal zones ofboth protected lagoons and
wave-swepbuter reefslt feedson algae.

Distribution: Indo Pacific.

Remarks: Entomacrodusstriatus is the mostcommonand wide spread speciesf the genus.It is anactive
speciesas the namerockskippersuggestsThe blenniestend to take refuge insmall holesin the reefinto
which they back tailfirst with the approachof danger.
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Istiblennius lineatus (Valenciennes1836)

EnglishName: Lined rockskipper Family:  BLENNIIDAE
Local Name: Rongudhemivenfunna Order:  Perciformes
Size: Max.14 cm Specimen:MRS/0252/88

Distinctive CharactersDorsalfin with 13 spines,and2 1-25 rays. Analfin with 2 spinesand 22-24rays.
Pectoralrays 14. Pelvic fin with | spine and3 rays. Margin of upper lipcrenulate,of lower lip smooth.
Maleswith a cresbn head. Cirrus over eye short andtriangle, at right angleto surfaceof eye, fingedon
edges.No cirri on nape.

Colour: Pale grey with dark brown longitudinallines, someinterconnectingpreaking intoshort lines and
spotson caudalpeduncle. Someverticalto slightly diagonaldark lineson cheekand behindthe eye. 6 pairs
of smalldark brown spots alongbase of dorsdin; dorsalfin with diagonal whitishlines.

Habitat andBiology: Occurs alongrocky shores,often intide pools.

Distribution: Maldivesto Polynesia.

Remarks: Istibienniuslineatusis only of severalrelatively small blenny specieshat inhabit shallow reef

flats in the Maldives. Someblenniesare adaptedto the surf-sweptintertidal zones.Theseblenniesare able
toleapfrom one pool to another.
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Meiacanthussmithi (Klausewitz, 1962)

EnglishName: Smith’s sabretoottblenny Family: BLENNIIDAE
Local Name: Dhaiythoonufunna Order:  Perciformes
Size: Max.8cm Specimen:MRS/0258/88

Distinctive CharactersDorsal fin with 3-5 spinesand 24-26 soft rays. Analfin with 2 spinesand 15-17
soft rays. Pectorafin with 13-15 rays. Lateral line present.Middle rays ofcaudalfin longest.

Colour: Palegreeny cream. Blacbarfrom eye to origin of dorsdfin, which itself hasathick black stripe
along its length.

HabitatandBiology: Thought tofeed on small worms and crustaceans.
Distribution: Maldives to Indonesia.
Remarks: Meiacanthussinithi was first discoveredby scientistsduring Dr. Hans Hass"Xarifa' expedition

to the Maldives. Blenniesof the genusMeiacanthusare uniqgue among fishesn having poisonglands
associateavith a greatlyenlargedand grooved pair of loweranineteeth.



Plagiotremusrhinorhynchos (Bleeker, 1852)

English Name: Bluestriped fangblenny Family: BLENNIIDAE
Local Name: Fansoorumas Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 11 cm Specimen: MRS/0030/86

Distinctive Charactersborsalfin with 10-12spinesand 32-36rays. Analfin with 2 spinesand29-33 rays.
Pectorarays11-13. Segmentedaudalrays 11. Body depth6.6-8.0in standardength. Snoutonical. Mouth
ventral. Lowerjaw with a pair oflong curvedcaninesDorsalfin originates above hingharginof preopercle.
Pelvic fin small,usually longethan eye diameterCaudalfin emarginate.

Colour: Variable.Dark brown, yellowish brown, or yellow with two narrow bright blue stripes.Juveniles
havea single upperblue stripe. Medianfins yellowishin bothforms.

Habitatand Biology: Inhabitsreef edge andlope. Feedby rapid attack®n other fishestenlovingdermal
tissue, mucusand sometimesscales.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific except Hawaii.
Remarks: Plagiotremus rhinorhynchosn theblue black-stripe phasmimicsthe cleanemrassel abroides
dimidiarus. In theyellow phaset approximateshe colourof common, harmlesscalefinanthiasPseudanthias

squamipinnis.In this disguiseit get closer enough to attack othieshes. Previously recorded undethe
genusRunula.
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Xiphasia matsubaraiOkadaand Suzuki,1952

English Name: Japanesesnakeblenny Family:  BLENNIIDAE
Local Name: Harufa funna Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.30 cm Specimen: MRS/P0334/88

Distinctive CharactersExtremelylong andthin. Dorsalfin with 11 spinesand 99-104rays. Analfin with
2 spinesand 97-104rays. Pectoralfin with 10-1 | rays. Pelvic fin with | spineand3 rays.

Colour: Brown. Frontpart of analfin white distally.
Habitat and Biology: Lives in tubeson sandybottoms.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Xiphasia matsuharais a very unusual blennysuperficially morelike an eel thanablenny.The
specimeron which this recordis basedwas caughtby handnet in Male harbourin July 1988.
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Amblyeleotrisaurora Polunin andLubbock, 1977

English Name: Dawn goby Family: ~ GOBIIDAE
Local Name: Dingaa funna Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 11cm Specimen: MRS/0353/91

Distinctive Characters: First dorsal fin with 6 spines.Seconddorsalfin with | spineand13 rays. Analfin
with | spineandl4rays. Pectordin with 18-19rays. Breasaindpectoral firbasescaled.Pelvicfin connected
at baseonly. Middle of napenaked,sidesscaledforward to aboveend of operculum.

Colour: White with five light red barsand a bright reddiagonalbandon cheek. Caudalfin yellow with
3-9 large redspots.

Habitat and Biology: Inhabits mixed sandand rubble bottomsat depthsbetweerb-15 in. Sharesa burrow
with asnapping shrimp.

Distribution: Known only from islandsof Westernindian Ocean, including Seychellesand Maldives.
Remarks: Amblyeleotrisaurora, doesnot digaholefor itselfif thereis asnappingshrimp alreadyccupying

onenearby,butinsteadseekscontactwith the shrimp. Thegoby makessure thatits resting position is so
arrangedhat its tail alwaysremainin contactwith its partner.
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Amblygobius semicinctus(Bennett, 1883)

English Name: Half barredgoby Family: GOBIIDAE
Local Name: Baigalhi funna Order: Perciformes
Size: Commonto 9 cm; max. 15 cm Specimen: MRS/0288/88

Distinctive Characters¥First dorsalfin with 6 spinessecondlorsalfin with | spineand 13-15rays. Anal
fin with | spineand 12-16rays. Pectorafin with 18-22rays. Gill archwith finger like projections.10-15
short vertical papillaerows undereye. Operculumwith severalscaleslorsally.

Colour: Brown with paleblue-greenspotsanddull red spotson dorsalfins andtop of head. A dark spot
abovegill openingandoneat uppercaudalbase Femaleswith pale baron abdomen.Malesoften with pale
spotson analfin.

Habitatand Biology: Commonlyfound in sheltered, shallow lagoonExcavatests own burrow. Usually
in pairs. Feedson filamentousalgae, smalcrustaceansndothertiny animals.

Distribution: WestIndian Ocean.
Remarks: Amblygobiusemicinctuss verycommonin the shelteredhgoonsof Maldivian islandsandring

reefs.The family Gobiidae ighe largest familyof marinefishesin the world, with about220 generaand
1600 speciesof which about 160 generaand 1200 species inhabithe Indo-Pacific region.
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Gnatholepisanjerensis (Bleeker, 1850)

EnglishName: Weepingsand goby Family: GOBIIDAE
Local Name:  Veli funna Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.8 cm Specimen: MRS/0292/88

Distinctive Characters¥irstdorsalfin with 6 spinesSeconddorsalfin with | spineand 11 rays. Analfin
with | spineand 11 rays.Pectorafin with 15-17rays.Mouth horizontal andnterior. Lowerjaw notprojecting.
Snout bluntCheekwith large scales.

Colour: A prominentblackbar extendingdown from eyes.

Habitat and Biology: Commonfrom shallow waterdownto 25 m. Usuallyseensittingon sandybottomsat
the base of coraheads.

Distribution: Indo-WestPacific (uncertain).
Remarks: Gnathoepisanjerenisisis very commonin the Maldives, buteasily overlookedbecauseof its

small sizeandcryptic colouration. The genusGnatholepsiss in need ofrevision, so thereis considerable
confusionoverthe correctnameof this species.andits true distribution.
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Gobiodon citrinus (RUppell, 1830)

EnglishName: Fourbarcoralgoby Family:  GOBIIDAE
Local Name: Murakafunna Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 6 cm Specimen: MRS/0046/86

Distinctive Characters: First dorsalfin with 5-6 spines.Seconddorsalfin with | spineand 10-11 rays.
Anal fin with | spineand 8-9 rays. Pectoralfin with 17-19 rays. No scales.

Colour: Bright yellow with a pair of vertical blue linesbelow eyes. Two additional blue lines, one from
foreheadto edgegill cover and theotheracrossbaseof pectoralfin. Small black spot justabove

pectoralfin base.

Habitat and Biology: Usuallyseenin small groupsperchedin the branchesf live coralto depthsof25 m.
Producesa toxic mucus.

Distribution: Indo-WestPacific.

Remarks:Gohiodoncitrinus is one of the mostcommonly exported aquariufish in the Maldives. It can
easily be recognisedrom othergobiesby its colourpattern.
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Istigobius decoratus (Herre, 1927)

EnglishName: Decorated goby Family:  GOBIIDAE
Local Name: Nalafunna Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 13 cm Specimen: MRS/0289/88

Distinctive Characters: First dorsal fin with 6 spines.Seconddorsalfin with 1 spineand 10-I | rays. Anal
fin with | spine and 9-10rays. Pectoral fin with 17-19rays. Unbranched caudal rays usually 14. Cheek
scalelessHeadlength 24-30% of standardength.

Colour: Light brown with rows of white and black spots, themost evidentmidlateralrow of double black
spots A semi-circulardark mark abovecorner ofmouth.

Habitat and Biology: Commonon coralline sand neaclean coral reefs,at depthsto 18 m. Usually
seensolitary.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Thecolouratiorof Istigobiusdecoratusis highly variablewith localities.Some species extremely
palewhile othersvery dusky.lt is sometimegonfusedwith I. ornatus.
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Nemateleotrisdecora Randall andAllen, 1973

English Name: Elegant dartfish Family: MICRODESMIDAE
Local Name: Fan dhidha funna Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 6cm Specimen: MRS/0361/91

Distinctive CharactersFirst dorsalfin with 6 spines.Seconddorsalfin with | spineand 27-32 rays. Anal
fin with | spineand28-3! rays. Pectorafin with 20-21 rays. Body depth4.8-5.7in standardength.Front of
first dorsalfin elongated Caudalfin emarginate

Colour: Body whitish, shadingto deep purpleosteriorly. Head whitish exceptlips, snout, anda broad

mediandorsalbandwhich are violet. Prolongedanteriorpart offirst dorsalfin orange-redthe leadingedge

magenta. Mediaffins colouredlike body basally,thenmainly orange-redvith magentéands.

Habitat and Biology: Foundon the reefslope, hovering aboveburrows,usuallyat depths between
25-70 m. Doesnot stray far from its burrow in to whichit quickly darts when frightened.May be seen

solitary or in pairs. Feedson zooplanktonespeciallycopepodsandcrustaceararvae.

Distribution: Maldivesto WesternPacific.

Remarks:Nemateleotridecorais oneof the most remarkably colourediartfishesin the Maldives. The
superbcolourationof this fish makesit a popularaquariumfish.
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Nemateleotrianagnifica Fowler, 1938

English Name: Fire dartfish Family: MICRODESMIDAE
Local Name: Dhidha funna Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 8 cm Specimen: MRS/0293/88

Distinctive Characters: First dorsal fin with 6 spines.Seconddorsalfin with 1 spine and28-32 rays.
Anal fin with | spine and 27-30rays. Pectoralfin with 19-20rays. Body depth 4.4-4.9 in standard

length. Front of first dorsalfin extremelyelongated.Caudalfin rounded.

Colour: Body whitish, shadingto bright red posteriorlyA magentastreakon top of head. Spinous
dorsal whitish, the basal half of leading edgered. Dorsal and anal fins primarily red, suffused with
blackish posteriorlyand distally. Caudalfin blackishred with two convergingnarrow darkolive bands.

Habitat and Biology: Found on the reefslope,hovering above burrows in sandy patcheat,depths
between6 to 60 m.Doesnot stray far from its burrowin to which it quickly darts whenfrightened.Usually
seenin pairs. Feedson zooplanktonespeciallycopepodsand crustaceararvae.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Nemareleotrismagniflcais found in shallowerwatersthan N. decora. N. magnifica canbe

distinguishedfrom N. decoraby the colourpatternsandthelength of the elongatedirst dorsalspinewhich
is muchlongerin N. magnijlca. A popularaquariuntfish.
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Siganus lineatus (Valenciennes,1825)

EnglishName: Goldlined rabbitfish Family:  SIGANIDAE
Local Name: Thammas Order: Perciformes
Size: Commonto 25 cm: max.43 cm Specimen:MRS/0037/86

Distinctive CharactersDorsalfin with 13 spinesand10rays. Analfin with 7 spinesand 9 rays. Pectoralfin
with 17 rays. Body depthl.8-2.2 in standardength. Body deepandcompressed. Dorsal profilef head
slightly convex.Scalesminute. Caudalfin slightly forked.

Colour: Bluish above, silvery belowHorizontalgoldenlineson sides.The linesare brokeninto spotson the
dorsalandanal sidesof the fish andalso at the caudalpeduncle A largegolden spotbelow the soft dorsal.

HabitatandBiology: Occursinschoolsin coastalareas.Particularlycommonin shallowwatersof coralline
areasAdults andsub-adultonreefflat, youngabove mangroves. Feellgscrapingalgadrom coralsurfaces
and browsingn seaweedandseagrasses.
Distribution: Maldives to Western Pacific.
Remarks: Siganus /ineatusippears to bearticularly commonin the south of Maldives. It is not seen

in the vicinity of Male'. It is very closelyrelatedto S. guttatus (Bloch) which differs by being entirely
yellow spotted.
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Zanclus cornutus (Linnaeus,1758)

English Name: Moorish idol Family: ~ ZANCLIDAE
Local Name: Dhidhamas Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 22 cm Specimen: MRS/0063/86

Distinctive CharactersDorsal fin with 7 spinesand 40-43rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 33-35 rays.
Pectoralfin with 19 rays. Body depth1.0-1.4in standardiength. Body compressedThird dorsal spine
extremely longand filamentous.Snoutslendeandprojecting.

Colour: White anteriorly, yellow posteriorly.Two broadblack bars,one from nape tothoraxand abdomen
(enclosingeye)and the othercurvingacross posteridsody andentering dorsal andnal fins.A black-edged
orange saddlen snout. Caudalfin largelyblack.

Habitat and Biology: Occurson coralreefsovera large depth rangdrom the shallowsto atleast 180 m.
Omnivorous put feedsmoreon benthic animalmaterial, suchas spongesmorethanalgae.

Distribution: Indo-Pacificand Easterfacific.

Remarks: Zancluscornutusis the only speciesnthe family. It is often favouredy aquarists.Z. canescens
(Linnaeus)s a synonymbasecn the postlarvalstage(to 8 cm).
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Acanthurus leucosternon Bennett. 1832

English Name: Blue surgeonfish Family:  ACANTHURIDAE
Local Name:  Noo kaalhu Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 23 cm Specimen: MRS/0058/86

Distinctive CharactersDorsalfin with 9 spinesand 30 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 28 rays. Pectoral
fin with 2 spinesand 14rays. Pelvicfin with | spineand5 rays.Stronglycompressedval shapedbody. First
dorsalfin and anal spine very short. Mouth small. Caudafin emarginate.

Colour: Body blue with a black head and white chin. Dorsalfin yellow with a black sub-marginal

line. Caudal fin with twodark crossbands. Upperand lower edgesof caudal fin white.Pectoral
translucentyellow.

Habitat and Biology: A shallow-waterouter reefspeciesfoundto a depthof 10 m. Occasionallyfound

in large feedingaggregationsTheseschoolsoverwhelm territorial damselfishes guarding their private
pastures oélgae.

Distribution: Indian Ocean.

Remarks: Acanthurudeucosternoris atypical surgeonfish for théndian Oceanlt is a verypopularspecies
amongthe aquarists,mainly due toits pleasingcolour patterns.
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Acanthurus lineatus (Linnaeus, 1758)

EnglishName: Lined surgeonfish Family: ACANTHURIDAE
Local Name: Fashuvilibaas Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.38 cm Specimen:MRS/0410/92

Distinctive CharactersDorsalfin with 9 spinesand 27-29 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand25-28 rays.
Pectoralrays 16. Adult body depth abou®.2 in standardength. Caudal pedunclepine very long.
Caudalfin lunate.

Colour: Distinctly and beautifullycoloured, with alternateblackedgedyellow andblue stripes.

Habitat and Biology: An inshore speciesf coralreefsor rocky substrateexposedo wave action. Feeds
on benthicalgae.Territorial and veryaggressive.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.
Remarks: Acanthurus lineatusis a very common inhabitant of shallow reef flats. This

beautifully marked surgeonfishis very popularamong aquaristsand divers. The caudal spine is
apparentlyvenomous.
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Acanthurus tennenti Gunther, 1861

English Name: Lieutenant surgeonfish Family:  ACANTHURIDAE
Local Name: Dhefahkaalhu Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 31 cm Specimen:MRS/0382/92

Distinctive Characters:Dorsal fin with 9 spinesand 23-24rays. Anal fin with 3 spinesand
22-23rays. Pectoral raysl6. Body depth1.9-2.2 in standardength. Body becoming morelongate
with increasingsize.

Colour: Brown. Black marks behingye: horseshoe-shapéd juveniles bubecomingtwo separatestripes
in adults. Caudalfin with white margin. Black areaaroundcaudalspine edgedwith paleblue.

Habitat and Biology: Found on coral reefs at depthsup to 20 m. Forms small schoolsGrazeson
benthic algae.

Distribution: Westernindian Ocean.
Remarks: Acanthurustennentiis a fairly commonshallow watersurgeonfish.The colour ofthe sidescan

be changedfrom very pale brown (whethe black'ear-stripes’standout veryclearly) to a very dark brown
(whenthey are almostinvisible).
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Acanthurus thompsoni (Fowler, 1923)

English Name: Thompson’ssurgeonfish Family:  ACANTHURIDAE
Local Name: Nigoo hudhu kaalhu Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.27 cm Specimen:MRS/0340/89

Distinctive CharactersDorsal fin with 9 spinesand 23-26rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 23-26 rays.
Pectoral raysl7. Body depth abou®.3, snout7.9-8.2in standard length. Bodynoderatelyelongate.
Mouth small. Caudalfin lunate.

Colour: Uniform chocolatebrown; caudalfin white. A dark spot preserst rear base oflorsal fin and
another belowaxial of pectoralfin.

HabitatandBiology: Generallyfound onouter reef areaas depthsup to70 in. Occursinlooseaggregations.
Feedson zooplanktonwell abovethe substratum.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Acanthurusrhompsonioccurs in schoolsand isvery commonon current-sweptreefs.
A. phillippinus Herreis a synonym.
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Acanthurus triostegus (Li nnaeus. 758)

English Name: Convict surgeonfish Family:  ACANTHURIDAE
Local Name: Raabulhaa Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.27 cm Specimen: MRS/0025/86

Distinctive CharactersDorsalfin with 9 spinesand 23 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand20 rays. Pectoral
fin with 2 spinesand 13 rays. A compressedbody with a small mouth. Firstdorsalspine short, aboubne
third of seconddorsal spineFirst analspine short.Pectoralfin shorterthan head. A lancet-like spineon
caudalpedunclewhich folds into a deephorizontalgroove.

Colour: Greenishgrey dorsally,shadingto white below, with six narrow black barson headandbody.

Habitat and Biology: An abundantnshorereefspecieswhich feedson filamentousalgae. Often seenin
large feedingschools;young commonin tidepools.

Distribution: Indo-Pacificand EasteriPacific.

Remarks: Acanthurustriostegusis a very common species ithe Maldives. This speciess of little
interest amongaquarists.
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Acanthurus xanthopterus Valenciennes,1835

English Name:Yellowfin surgeonfish Ringtail surgeonfish Family: ~ ACANTHURIDAE
Local Name: Vilu kaalhu Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 65 cm Specimen:MRS/P0342/89

Distinctive CharactersDorsal fin with 9 spinesand 25-27 rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 23-25rays.
Pectoralrays 16 or 17. Body depth2.0-2.3in standardength. Caudakpine 4.5-5.5in headlength. Caudal
fin lunate. Gill rakers 16-22.

Colour: Palegrey; dull yellow aroundeye; dorsalandanal finsdull yellow with four longitudinal broad
blue bands;outer third of pectoral finyellow; base ofcaudalfin often dull white.

Habitat and Biology: Usually observedn deepetagoons dominatetly sand,generallyat depthsgreater
than 10 m. Feedson benthicalgae.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific andTropical EasternPacific.

Remarks: Acanthurusxanthopteruss perhapshe largestof the surgeonfishesOccursin schoolsandis
Verycommonin deeplagoons(’vilu'). This species has been previously called as A. matoides.
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Ctenochaetudinotatus Randall. 1955

English Name: Two-spot surgeonfsh Family: ACANTHURIDAE
Local Name: Lahjehikaalhu Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 22 cm Specimen: MRS/0225/89

Distinctive CharactersDorsal fin with 8 spinesand 24-27rays. Analfin with 3 spines an®2-25 rays.
Pectoralrays 15-16.Body depth1.9-2.2in standardength. Teethmovable.Caudalfin lunate.

Colour: Orangishbrown with longitudinal lineson body andblue dotson headand chest;two black spots
atthe baseof soft dorsaland analfin.

Habitatand Biology: Found in avariety of reef habitats.
Distribution: Indo-Pacific.
Remarks:Thereare threerathersimilardull brown speciesof Ctenochaetusfound in the Maldives, but

C. hinotatusis easily distinguishedrom othersby its two dark spots. Differs from Acanthurusspp. by
having movableteethand lessspineson the dorsalfin.
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Ctenochaetus striatus(Quoy and Gaimard, 1825)

English Name: Striatedsurgeonfish Family:  ACANTHURIDAE
Local Name:  Rongu dhemi kaalhu Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 26 cm Specimen: MRS/0341/89

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 8 spinesand 27-3! rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 24-28 rays.
Pectoralrays 16-17. Body depth1.9-2.3 in standardength.Teeth movableCaudalfin lunate.

Colour: Dark brown with blue longitudinal lines on body andorange dotson head. Dark blue bandson
dorsaland anal fins.

Habitat and Biology: Ubiquitous, in various habitatsfrom protected lagoon$o oceanreefs. Occusingly
or in small to very largeaggregationsat depthsup to 30 m. Detritus feeder withcomb-like teeth.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks:Ctenochaetustriatusis one of the commonesteeffishes, but because @$ dull colourationcan
easily be overlooked.lt is rather similar toC. strigosus(next pageput canbe distinguishedon the basisof
colouration.caudalfin shapeandfin counts.
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Ctenochaetusstrigosus (Bennett. 1828)

English Name: Spottedsurgeonfish Family: ACANTHURIDAE
Local Name: Thijjehi kaalhu Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 18.5¢cm Specimen:MRS/0097/87

Distinctive Characters:Dorsal fin with 8 spines and 25-27 rays.. Anal fin with 3 spines and
22-25 rays. Pectoralrays 15-16. Body depth 1.7-2.0 in standardength. Teethmovable.Caudalfin
slightly emarginate.

Colour: Dark brown with paléblue dotson headandbody, the dots sometimegin to form irregularlines;
eyerimmed with yellow. Juvenilesbright yellow.

Habitat and Biology: Occurson coralreefs to depthsof 50 m. Found in largeaggregations.
Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks:Ctenochaetus strigosus very similar to C.striatus (previous page), buhe two are easily
distinguishedin the field on the basis of tail shape.Colour and caudalfin shape variesvith locality.
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Naso brevirostris (valenciennes,1835)

English Name: Spottedunicornfish Family:  ACANTHURIDAE
Local Name: Thunbi Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.55 cm Specimen:MRS/0381/92

Distinctive CharactersDorsalfin with 6 spines and27-29rays. Analfin with 2 spinesand27-29 rays.
Pectoralrays 16-17.Body depthvarying from 2.0 in standardength of subadults t®.7 in adults. Adults
with long bony projectionin front of the eyes extendingvell in front of the mouth. Profileof snoutbetween
baseof horn and mouth almostvertical. Caudalfin truncateto slightly rounded.

Colour: Dark brown with pale blue dotson headand body, the dots sometimegoin to form irregularlines.
Eye rimmedwith yellow. Juvenilesbrightyellow.

Habitat and Biology: Commonon coralreefs up to depthsof 40 m. Feedson benthicalgae wheryoung,
shifting principally to zooplanktonwhen adult.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Nasobrevirostris is a commonand distinctive member otthe Maldivian reeffish fauna.lts
scientific name (“shortrostrum”) is basedon a small specimerwith a short horn.
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Naso hexacanthus (Bleeker, 1855)

English Name: Sleek unicomfish Family:  ACANTHURIDAE
Local Name:  Dhalhu neiy thunbi Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 75 cm Specimen: MRS/0365/9I

Distinctive CharactersDorsalfin with 6 spinesand 26-29rays. Analfin with 2 spinesand27-30rays.
Pectoralrays 17-18.Body depthvarying from 2.0 in standardengthof subadults t@.75 in adults. Dorsal
profile of headsloping and smoothly convexCaudalfin emarginaten young, truncatein adults.

Colour: Dark brown to pale bluish grey dorsally,yellow brown ventrally. Edges ofopercle and
preopercleoften dark.

Habitat and Biology: Common on deeperwaters up to depthsof 150 m; oftenin largeaggregationsd-eeds
on largercomponentf the zooplanktonsuch as crablarvae, arrow-worms and pelagitnicates.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Males of Nasohexacanthushow a large paléeblue areaon upper headnd dorsoanteriobody
and somepale blueverticallines andspotsanteriorlyon sidesof body during courtship.
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Naso lituratus (Schneider,1801)

EnglishName: Orangespine unicornfish Family:  ACANTHURIDAE
Local Name: Rangeri Order:  Perciformes
Size: Max.45 cm Specimen:MRS/0096/87

Distinctive CharactersDorsal fin with 6 spinesand 27-30rays. Analfin with 2 spinesand 28-30rays.
Pectoralrays 16-17. Body depth 2.0-2.4 irstandardength (subadultsdleeper-bodied)No bumps or
protuberance®n snoutor forehead.Two pairs of sharpkeelson slendercaudalpeduncle.

Colour: Brown with a curved yellow band on snout, brightorangecaudal spinesand a large
orange-yellowdorsalfin.

Habitat and Biology: Occurs in shallow water and closely tied to coral reefs.Usually solitary.
Feedsprimarily on benthic algae.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.
Remarks: Nasolituratus is one of the mostbeautiful of Maldivian reeffishes,with its verysmartgrey and

orange colouration. The presence of. large orange-yellowdorsal fin and a blackband in caudalfin is
typical for Indian OcearspecimensOf greatinterestamongaquaristsand divers.
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Naso vlamingii (valenciennes,1835)

EnglishName: Viaming’s unicomfish Family: ~ ACANTHURIDAE
Local Name: Vaalanmas Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 60 cm Specimen: MRS/0409/92

Distinctive Characters: Dorsalfin with 6 spinesand 26-27 rays. Anal fin with 2 spinesand 26-29
rays. Pectoral rays17-19.Body depth varying fron2.1 in standardliength of young to 2.6 in adults.
Both dorsaland anal fins elevated. In adults, bump on snout overhangingmouth, and filaments
extendingfrom caudal fincorners.

Colour: Dark purple brownwith vertical blue lines on sides, and blue dotsabove and below. A broad
irregulardeepviolet band extendingforward from the eye. Colourcanchangedramatically with mood.

Habitat and Biology: Found in avariety of reef habitats,but most oftenseenin outerreefareasin open
water near drop-offs at depthsup to 50 m. Feedson midwaterzooplankton.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks:Nasovlamingii is a verycommoninhabitantof Maldivian reefs.Althoughit feedson zooplankton,
it readily takedoread fromdivers and snorkellers.Often playsin divers’ bubbles.
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Paracanthurushepatus (Linnaeus,1766)

English Name: Palettesurgeonfish,Wedge-tailsurgeon Family: ACANTHURIDAE
Local Name: Dhon noo kaalhu Order: Perciformes

Size: Max. 31 cm Specimen: MRS/0093/87

Distinctive CharactersDorsal fin with 9 spines andl9-20rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand18-19 rays.
Pectoralrays 16. Pelvic fins with | spine and3 rays. Body depth of adultsabout2.3 in standardength;
caudalspine about4.0 in headength. Caudalfin of juvenilesslightly roundedpf adultstruncatewith lobe
tips slightly projecting.

Colour: Body bright blue. Tail yellow, and blackmarkingson sides.

Habitat and Biology: Typically foundon the reefedge in clear outer reefs @hannelswhere there
is substantial current. Feeds zooplankton. Groups of small individuatse usuallyassociated with
heads of branchingprals.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Paracanthurusheparusis oneof the mostbeautiful of all reeffishes. It is not commonin the
Maldives. Beinga rare butbeautiful speciesit is advisednot tocatchit.



Zebrasomalesjardinii (Bennett. | 835)

EnglishName: Desjardin’ssailfin tang Family:  ACANTHURIDAE
Local Name: Dhunfaiy mas Order: Pereiformes
Size: Max. 40 cm Specimen: MRS/0089/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 4 spinesand27-31 rays. Anal fin with 3 spinesand 22-24rays.
Pectoral rays15-17.Body depth 1.8-2.0in standardength. Dorsaland analfins strongly elevated.No
bristleson anteriorto caudal spine.

Colour: A patternofdark bars,the two most prominenton head(obscureon dark fish) yellow vertical lines
on uppetbody, breakinginto spotsbelow,and small whitish spotson headandchest.Juvenileswith yellow
and white barsexceptfor black onesposteriorlyandtwo on head.

Habitat and Biology: Occursin coralreefsandrocky bottoms, generallyn depthsof lessthan20 m. Often
seenn pairs roamingon reefs andagoons.Feedson benthicalgae.

Distribution: Indian Ocean.

Remarks: Zehrasoma desjardiniiis unique to Indian Ocean.This speciesis very closely relatedto
Z. veliferumof the Pacific. Some authors consider botkthe samespeciesOf interestto aquarists.
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Zebrasomascopas (Cuvier, 1829)

English Name: Brown tang, Brushtailtang Family: ~ ACANTHURIDAE
Local Name:  Kaihu dhunfaiy mas Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 18.5¢cm Specimen: MRS/0224/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsalfin with 4-5 spinesand 23-25rays. Analfin with 3 spinesand 19-2! rays.
Pectoralrays 14-17.Body depth 1.5-1.7in standardength. Dorsaland analfins elevated Adults with an
oval patchof brush-likesetaeposteriorlyon sideof the body.

Colour: Darkolive brown with veryfine longitudinalwavy pale lines breaking into dot& nape,chestand
head.Sheathof caudal spinewhite.

Habitat and Biology: A common reefspecies occurringmoreon protectedthanexposedeefsat depthsup
to 20 m. Occurs singlyor in smallgroups.Feedson benthicalgae.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Zehrasomascopasis one of the commonesbf Maldivian reef fishes,but itis easily overlooked
becausef its rathersombrecolouration. Of little interestto aquarists.
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Gempylus serpensCuvier, 1829

English Name: Snake mackerel Family: GEMPYLIDAE
Local Name:  Ali tholhi Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.! m (standardiength) Specimen: MRS/P0186/88

DistinctiveCharacters; Dorsalfin divided.Firstpart with26-32 spinesthen ! spineand 11-14rays,followed

by 5-7 finlets. Anal fin with 10-12 raysand 5-6 finlets. Pectorafin with 12-15rays. Bodygreatly elongate
and strongly compressedTwo laterallines. Pelvicfins reduced.Caudalfin forked.

Colour: Uniformly dark grey brownwith light metallicreflections. Sometimea fewsmall black spot®n
pectoralfin base.Fins darkbrown with darkermargins.

Habitat and Biology: OceanicOccursatdepthsto at least200 m ormore.Often found neasurfaceat night,
attractedby night light. Feedson awide variety of fishescrustaceansindcephalopods.

Distribution: World-wide in warmwaters.

Remarks: The specimen ofsempv/usserpenson which this report is made was caughy longline from
R.V. ‘Matha Han' about30 mileseastof LhaviyaniAtoll on 10th February1988.
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Lepidocybiunflavobrunneum (Smith, 1849)

English Name: Escolar Family:  GEMPYLIDAE
Local Name: Rongu theyomas Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.2 m (standardength) Specimen: MRS/P085/88

Distinctive CharactersFirst dorsalfin with 8-9 spines.Seconddorsalfin with 16-18 rays, followed by
4-6 finlets. Anal fin with | or 2 comprisedspines, 12-14 raysand 4-5 finlets. Pectoralfin with 15-17 rays.

Body moderatelyelongate anglightly compressedCaudalpedunclewith largekeel flankedby two smaller
ones.Lateral line single,distinct and wavy.
Colour: Body uniformly darkbrown, becomingalmostblack with age.

Habitatand Biology: Pelagicand oceanic.Foundat depthsof 200m or more. Feedn a wide variety of
fishes, crustaceanand cephalopods.

Distribution: Warmoceanicwatersof the world.

Remarks:Like otherGempylids,Lepidocybiumflavobrunneurs a moderately deep watésh. However,
it doescomeup to the surfaceatnight. Its fleshis veryoily andcausesstomachupsetsif eaten.
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Promethichthysprometheus (Cuvier, 1832)

EnglishName: Promethean escolar Family: ~GEMPYLIDAE
Local Name: Kattelhi Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. | m (standardength) Specimen: MRS/P0329/88

Distinctive CharactersFirst dorsalfin with 17-18 spines.Seconddorsal fin with ! spine, 17-20rays,
followed by 2 finlets. Anal fin with 2 comprisedspines,15-17 raysand 2 finlets. Pectoralraysabout 15.

Anal fin similar to the secondorsalfin in shapeand size. Single lateralline curving sharplydown between
fourth to seventhdorsal spines.

Colour: Dark brown with violet reflections fading to dull brown afterdeath.First dorsalfin membrane
black, otherfins blackishbrown.

Habitatand Biology: Oceanicand benthopelagicFoundat depthsof 100to 750 m. Nocturnal.Feedson a
wide variety of fishesgrustaceanand cephalopods.

Distribution: Warm watersof Atlantic, Indian and Westand Central Pacific Oceans.

Remarks: This record ofPromethichthysprometheuss basedon a series ofphotographof a specimen
caughtin very deep wateby handlineoff Fuah Mulaku on the nightsof 3-4 January1987.
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Rexegorometheoides(Bleeker, 1856)

English Name: Royal escolar, Silver gemfish Family: GEMPYLIDAE
Local Name: Lah katteihi Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 40cm (standardength) Specimen:MRS/0071/86

Distinctive Characters¥First dorsalfin with 18 spines.Seconddorsalfin with | spine, 14-17 raysand 2
finlets. Anal fin with 2 spines(l free), 12-15raysand 2 finlets. Pectoralfin with 13 rays.Double lateralline.
Lateral line originating above upper angle gill openingbifurcatingbelow fifth dorsalspine or beforeit,

the upperbranch endindgelow middle of secondorsalfn base,the lower oneslightly undulatingalongthe
posteriorpart of body.

Colour: Silvery brown. A black blotchon front of first dorsalfin.

Habitat and Biology: Oceanicand benthopelagichutcloserto the coaststhan otherGempylids.Foundat
depthsof 135 to 540 m. Feedson awide variety of fishescrustaceansnd cephalopods.

Distribution: All warm seas.

Remarks: Rexegprometheoidets a moderately deep watfsh. Thisrecordis basedon specimensaught
in 200 m depth by bottom troll near the north of Baa Atoll by R.V. Dr. Fridtjof Nansenduring its visit to
Maldives in 1983.



Ruvettus pretiosusCocco, 1829

English Name: Oil fish Family: GEMPYLIDAE
Local Name: Theyomas Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.3 m Specimen: MRS/0187/88

Distinctive CharactersFirst dorsalfin with 13-15 spines,seconddorsalfin with 15-18 raysand 2 finlets.
Anal fin with 15-18 rays and? finlets. Pectoralfin with 13-15rays. Belly keeled,with dermalprocesses
betweerpelvic fins andanus.Eyefairly large andound. Lateraline single and oftenbscure.Scalescycloid
(smooth).No keelson caudalpeduncle.Caudalfin broadand forked.

Colour: Body uniformly violet or purplish otbrown when alive.Dull brown afterdeath.

Habitat and Biology: Benthopelagicmostly occurringon continentalshelf andoceanicslope in depthsof
100 to 700 m. Feedson awide variety of fishescrustaceanand cephalopods.

Distribution: World wide in warm waters.

Remarks:The specimen oRuvettuspretiosuson which this record madevas takenby gillnet from
R.V. ‘MathaHan’ about 30 miles easbf Maleon 16 March 1988.
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Acanthocybiumsolandri (Cuvier, 1831)

English Name: Wahoo Family: SCOMBRIDAE
Local Name: Kunumas Order: Perciformes
Size: Commonto 1.3m; max. 2.1 m Specimen: MRS/P0331/88

Distinctive Characters: Firstdorsalfin with 23-27spines,second dorsdin with 12-16raysfollowed by 8
or 9 finlets. Anal fin with 12-14raysfollowed by 9 finlets. Teeth triangularcompressedndfinely serrate.
Snoutaboutas longas restof head.Gill rakersundeveloped.

Colour: Back iridescenbluish green. Numerous dark vertical bars sides.

Habitat and Biology: Epipelagic; oceanic. Commoon outer atoll reefs. Solitary or forming loose
aggregationgatherthan compactschools.Feedsn pelagicfishesand cephalopods.

Distribution: Circumtropical.
RemarksAcanthocybiunsolandri is caughtby trolling andalsoby a specialisedfishingtechniquecalled

‘heymashe/un’. This is carried outfrom small rowing boatsand involves skipping a woodenodel fish

acrosghe seasurface tture the wahoap within harpoon range. Wahawe usually caught outside the atoll
a bit beyond the poirdt which thereefdisappearérom sight.
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Auxis rochei (Risso, 1810)

English Name: Bullet tuna Family:  SCOMBRIDAE
Local Name: Geburu raagondi Order: Perciformes
Size: Common ta30cm; max.50cm Specimen:MRS/0143/87

Distinctive CharactersTwo dorsalfins, thefirst with 10-11 tall spines,separatedly large interspacethe
secondin followed by 8 finlets. Pectoralfins short, not reachingas far as dorsalpatterned scalelessea.
Anal fin followed by 7 finlets. Corselet (band afcalesalong lateralline) relativelywell developed, usually
10-IS scaleswide underseconddorsalfin origin.

Colour: Dark bluish abovesilvery below. Scalelessrea on back with aboutl5 or more relatively
broad darlbars.

Habitatand Biology: Epipelagic,neritic and oceanic.Feedson fisheslike anchoviesand sardines.
Distribution: Circumtropical.

Remarks:Auxisrochei is very similarin appearance ta. thazard(next page).It differs, however,in a
number ofsmall details: the length of the pectoralfins, the breadthof corseletand the dorsalpatterning.

A. rocheiappears tde ratherrare in Maldives, specimens occurring onbccasionallyamongthe large
catches oA. thazardlanded at Maldish market.
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Auxis thazurd (Lacepéde1800)

English Name: Frigate tuna Family: SCOMBRIDAE
Local Name: Raagondi Order: Perciformes
Size: Common ta35 cm; max. 58 cm Specimen: MRS/0476/97

Distinctive CharactersTwo dorsalfins, the first with 10-12 spines, separateflom secondby a large
interspacethe second followedy 8 finlets. Anal fin followedby 7 finlets. Pectorafin short but reaching

past verticalline from anteriormargin of scaleless area above corselet. Corselet narrow, no there
scales wide underigin of second dorsdin. A strongkeelon eachsideof caudalfin base.

Colour: Bluish dorsally turningto deep bluen head,silvery white below A pattern ofl5 or morenarrow,
oblique tonearlyhorizontal, darkwavy lines in the scaleless area abdhe lateralline.

Habitat and Biology: Epipelagic,neriticaswell as oceanicspecies.Forms largeschools.Feedson small
pelagic fishes, planktonic crabs, shrimps and stomatopod larvae.

Distribution: Tropical and temperateatersof the Indian and Pacific Oceans.

RemarksAuxisthazardis a major fishery species the Maldives.lt is third in importance intermefcatch

after skipjack and yellowfin tuna. Caught maimly pole andline, but alsoby trolling. It is notas apopular
food fish as skipjack, perhaps becawdéts smallsize,boniness, and possible confusion witlk poisonous
‘raagondikoli’ (seepage 372).
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Euthynnusaffinis (Cantor,1849)

English Name: Kawakawa Family: ~ SCOMBRIDAE
Local Name: Latti Order: Perciformes
Size: Common to55 cm; max. about m Specimen: MRS/0075/86

Distinctive CharactersTwo dorsalfms, thefirst with 11-14spineshbothfin separatedly anarrowinterspace.
Anterior spinesof dorsalsmuch higher than those midway, giving tfias a strongly concaveutline.
Second dorsdin much lower than first and followed b8-10finlets. Pectoralfins short. Two flapsbetween
pelvic fins. Body nakedexcept for corselet and laterale.

Colour: Bluish black dorsally, silverywhite ventrally. Many dark bands above latedale. One or more
small black spots between pelvic apelctoralfin (may not always be vergonspicuous).

Habitatand Biology: Epipelagic,neritic species inhabiting water temperatures ranfiiog 18°Qo 29°C.
Form schools.Feedon smallpelagidishes, planktonic crabs, shrimps and stomatopod larvae.

Distribution: Warm water®f the Indo-WesPacific.
Remarks: Euthynnusafiinis is commonly caught in th&laldives by trolling. Unlike the other major tuna

species (which are moeeanicjhis species closely associatevith the atolls. Kawakawa isalsoknown
as “little tuna”, but this name can be confused witmall tuna” so is besavoided.
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Gymnosardaunicolor (Ruppell, 1838)

English Name: Dogtoothtuna Family: SCOMBRIDAE
Local Name:  Woshimas Order: Perciformes
Size: Commonto 1.1 m; max. 1.5 m Specimen: MRS/P0477/97

Distinctive Characters: Dorsalfins closetogetherthe first with 13-15spines,its marginnearlystraight,the
second followedy 6-7 finlets. Anal fin with 12-13raysfollowed by 6 finlets. Pectorafin with 25-28 rays.
Body elongate and moderataetpmpressedMouth fairly large. 14-31 large conical teetton both jaws.
Interpelvic process large arsingle. Lateralline stronglyundulating.

Colour: Overall appearancgrey. Backblue-black, fading tailvery below.Anterior edgeof first dorsalfin
dark, otherfins greyish.Tips ofsecond dorsal and anatite.

Habitatand Biology: An epipelagicspeciesusually encountered around coral reefs. Genesalijary,or
occursin small groups.Voraciouspredator, feedingn small schoolingfishesandsquids.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Unlike othertunas, which are more or lessfishesof openoceanGymnosardainicolor is usually
associateavith coral reefslt is caughtby trolling andhandlining.A wide size rangeis landedat Malefish
market but mosére within therange40-110cm fork length.
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Katsuwonuspelamis (Linnaeus,1758)

English Name: Skipjack tuna Family: SCOMBRIDAE
Local Name:  Kalhubilamas Order: Perciformes
Size: Commonto 70 cm; max. 1.08m Specimen: MRS/0050/86

Distinctive Characters: Two dorsal fins separatedy a smallinterspace(not largerthan eye). Thefirst

dorsalfin with 14-16spines,the secondfollowed by 7-9 finlets. Anal fin with 14-15 raysfollowed by 7
finlets. Pectoralfin with 26-28 rays. Bodyscalelesexceptfor the corseletand lateralline.

Colour: Backdarkpurplishblue.Lower sideandbelly silvery, with 4-6 very conspicuous longitudinalark
bands(whichin live specimenanay appeaisdiscontinuouslines of dark blotches).

Habitat and Biology: Epipelagicandoceanicusually above theéhermocline Formsmassiveschoolstogether
with juvenileyellowfin tuna. Feedson small fishes,cephalopodsindcrustaceans.

Distribution: Tropical and warm temperate waters throughoutthe world.
Remarks: Katsuwonuspelamits the mostcommerciallyimportant speciesn the Maldives.This onespecies
accountgor abouttwo thirds of the total recordedfish catch.lIt is caught almosexclusivelyin the livebait

pole andline fishery. This is atraditionalfisherythat has almostcertainlybeenin existencefor overone
thousandyears.
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Rastrelligerkanagurta (Cuvier, 1817)

English Name: Indian mackerel Family: SCOMBRIDAE
Local Name: Karaverimas Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 35 cm Specimen: MRS/P0155/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsalfins well separatedThe firsttriangularwith 8-11 spines,seconalorsaland
analfins followed by 5 finlets. Pectorafin shortwith 19-20rays. Bodymoderatelydeep,its depthat margin
of gill coverd.3-5.2in fork length. Gillrakersvery long and visiblewhen mouthis open.

Colour: Back blue-green,sides silvewith goldentint, narrowdark longitudinalbandson upperpartof body
(goldenin freshspecimens)A black spot onbody nearlower margin of pectoralfin.

Habitat and Biology: Pelagicin coastalwaters. Often schoolingin large numbers.Juvenilesfeed on
phytoplanktonadultsprimarily on macroplanktorsuchas larval shrimp andfish.

Distribution: Widespreadn Indo-WestPacific.

RemarksRastre//igekanagurtaappearso occuionly irregularly in centralandsoutherrMaldives. However,
it occursmoreregularly in northernMaldives, particularlyduring the north-easmonsoon.
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Scomberomorusommerson (Lacepéde,1800)

English Name: Narrow-banded spanish mackerel Family: SCOMBRIDAE
Local Name:  Galhi kurumas Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 2.2 m

Distinctive Characters: Two dorsalfins. The first with 15-18 spines, secondlorsalfin with 15-20 rays
followed by 8-10 finlets. Anal fin with 16-21 rays followedby 7-12 finlets. Pectoralfin with 21-24 rays.
Lateral line wavy butabruptly bentdownwardbehind second dorséih.

Colour: Deepblue-grey above, pale below. Numerousthin, wavy vertical bandson sides. Juvenilesare
frequently spotted.

Habitat and Biology: Pelagidn coastalatersat depthsbetweenl5 to 200 m. Formssmallschools. Known
to undertake longshomigrations.Feedson small schoolingfishessuchas sardines.

Distribution: Indo-WestPacific.
Remarks: Scomberomorusommersoris rare in Maldives. Few specimensre landedat Male fish market

among the much morecommonwahoo. S. commersonis a migratory speciescommon off the coastsof
Sri Lanka andndia. The individualsthat turn up in Maldives are perhapsstraysfrom those countries.
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Thunnus albacares (Bonnaterre,1788)

English Name: Yellowfin tuna Family: SCOMBRIDAE
Local Name: Reendhoouraha kanneli Order: Perciformes
Size: Max. 2 m Specimen: MRS/0012/86

Distinctive Charactersborsalfins closetogether.Thefirst with prolongedspinesanteriorlygivinga strongly
concave outlineFirst dorsalwith 13-14 spines, secondorsal and andin extremely tall in largepecimens.
7-10finlets behind second dorsand analfins. Pectoralfins moderatelylong, usually reachingbeyond
seconddorsalfin origin. No striationson ventral surface ofiver; right lobe elongated.

Colour: Metallic steelblue on back tosilvery below.Belly crossedby about20 broken,lines of lightspots
which curve posteriorly.Dorsaland analfins andfinlets brightyellow.

Habitat and Biology: Epipelagic,oceanic,aboveand below the thermocline. Formsschoolsby size, also
with otherspeciesFeedson wide varietyof fishes,crustaceanandcephalopods.

Distribution: World-wide in tropical and subtropical seas.
Remarks: Thunnusalbacaresis the secondnostimportantspeciesn the Maldivian fishery. It accounts for
roughly 10% of the total recordedtatch.Most yellowfin tunascaught inthe Maldivesarejuveniles ofabout

30-60cm fork length,taken by pole andline. However, increasingnumbersof adults arebeing takenby
livebait handline.



Thunnus obesus(Lowe, 1839)

English Name: Bigeye tuna Family: SCOMBRIDAE
Local Name: Loabodu kanneli Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.2.1 m

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fins closetogether.Firstdorsal with 13- 15 spines, second dorsahd anal
fins falcate,each followedy 8-10 finlets.Pectorafins moderately long iharger specimengover! .l mfork
length). Corselebf largeandthicker scaleddeveloped but not very distindfentralsurfaceof liver striated;
all threelobesof roughly equal inlength.

Colour: Dark blue above palebelow. Dorsabndanalfins yellow. Finlets yellowwith blackedges.Roughly
8-10nearvertical, and more otess continuous pale linean sides.

Habitat and Biology: Epipelagicand mesopelagién oceanicwatersfrom the surfaceto 250 m. Juveniles
schoolwithyellowfin and/orskipjack tuna. Feedson fishes,cephalopodand crustaceans.

Distribution: World-widein tropical and subtropicaloceans.

Remarks: Thunnusohesuss very similartoandfrequentlyconfusedwith yellowfin tuna(previouspage).lt
differs in having a heavierthicker-sethody and shorter second dorsaid anaffins. The pattern of pale lines
on thesidesis different. In addition,the liver ofyellowfin tunahas onelobe noticeablylongerthanthe other
two andis notstriatedBigeyetuna iswidespreadn the IndianOcearbut is deepeswimmingthanyeilowfin
tuna, sorarely appearsn normalMaldivian catches.
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Thunnus tonggol (Bleeker, 1851)

English Name: Longtail tuna Family: ~ SCOMBRIDAE
Local Name:  Nigoo dhigu kanneli Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.1.3m Specimen: MRS/P0494/97

Distinctive Characters: A medium-sized tunapeciesdeepest near middle difst dorsalfin base.Gill
rakersfew, 19-27on thefirst arch.Pectoralfin moderately long witt80-35 rays.Ventral surfaceof liver not
striated;right lobe of liver much longetthan othertwo. Swimbladderabsentor rudimentary.

Colour: Backdark blue or black. Lower sidesandbelly silvery white with colourless elongateval spots
arrangedn horizontalrows. Dorsal, pectorabnd pelvicfins blackish.

Habitat and Biology: Epipelagic and neritic. Avoidsareaswith reducedsalinity and turbid waters. Forms
schoolsof varying size. Opportunisticfeeder,feedingon cephalopods, crustaceaad fish.

Distribution: Indo-WestPacific

Remarks: Thunnustonggolis a neritic species, commoroundthe coasts ofndia. It is extremelyrare in
Maldivian waters.In fact onlyone specimerhasbeenpositively recordedrom the Maldives. It was caught
by a team fromthe Marine Research Sectiowhile carryingout tunataggingin the One-and-a-half Degree
Channelin February 1994.Earlier recordsof it from Maldives appear tcbe in error.
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Istiophorusplatypterus (Shawand Nodder,1792)

English Name: Indo-Pacific sailfish Family: XIPHIIDAE
Local Name: Fanganduhibaru Order: Perciformes
Size: Commonto 2.7 m; max. 3.2m Specimen: MRS/P0478/97

Distinctive Characters: A tall long-basedsail-like dorsalfin with 42-49rays. Small secondiorsalfin with

6 or 7 rays. 2 anal fins,thefirst with 12-17rays and second with+7 rays. Pectoralfin with 18-20rays. Body
compressedaterally. Pelvic fins verylong. Body coveredy embeddedscales.

Colour: Dark blue dorsally, pale ventrally. About 20 pale spottedstripeson sides. Sail deepblue with
dark spots.

Habitat and Biology: Oceanicgpipelagicandhighly migratory.Feedson awidevariety offishes, crustaceans
and cephalopods.

Distribution: Widespread irtropical and temperatewatersof Indian and Pacific Oceans.
Remarks: The sailfish, Istiophorusp/atypterusis the most commonlyseenof the billfishes. Unlike other

specieswhich tend to be ratheroceanic,the sailfishis commonesin and arouncthe atolls. It is frequently
landedat Male fish market. Previouslyrecorded undethe family Istiophoridae.
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Makaira indica (Cuvier, 1832)

English Name: Black marlin Family:  XIPHIIDAE
Local Name: Kalhu mas hibaru Order: Perciformes
Size: Commonto 3.8 m;max.4.6 m

Distinctive Characters: First dorsalfin with 38-45rays. Seconddorsalfin with 6-7 rays. First analfin with

13-14raysandsecondanalfin with 6-7 rays. Pectorafin with 19-23rays. Bill round in crossectionsBody
strongly compressed Napevery steep.Pectoralfins rigid, and not foldable naturally againstsides. Body
coveredby denselyembeddedcales.

Colour: Dark blue dorsally, palerventrally. Sometimeswith afaint vertical stripes.

Habitat and Biology: Oceanicepipelagic andiighly migratory.Feedson awide varietyof fishes,crustaceans
and cephalopods.

Distribution: Warm watersof the Indian and Pacifioceans.Occasionallyin Atlantic ocean.
Remarks: Makairaindica can he easilydistinguishedfrom M. mazaraby the fact thatits pectoralfins are

rigid. Both can he distinguishedfrom the superficially similar striped marlin(Tetrapterusaudex)whichhas

amorecompressedbody anddorsalfin lobewhich is equalto or greatetthan the body. The black marlin is
the largestof thebill fish, andthe supremegamefish.
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Makaira mazara (Jordanand Synder, 1901)

English Name: Indo-Pacific blue marlin Family: XIPHIIDAE
Local Name: Noomashibaru Order: Perciformes
Size: Commonto 3.5m; max.4.3m Specimen: MRS/0319/88

Distinctive Characters: First dorsalfin with 40-45rays. Seconddorsalfin with 6-7 rays. Pectoralfin with
20-23 rays.Bill roundin cross-section. Body not strongtpmpressedNape highly elevated. Pectordins

not rigid and carbe folded. Body coverecdby denselyembeddedscales.

Colour: Blue blackdorsally pale ventrally. About 15 cobalt colouredrertical stripes.

Habitat and Biology: Oceanicgepipelagicand highly migratory.Feed®n awide varietyof fishes, crustaceans
andcephalopods.

Distribution: Tropical and temperatewatersof Indian and Pacific Oceans.
Remarks: Makaira mazarahas often been referred tas Makaira nigricans but this name is now only
appliedto the Atlantic Blue marlin. Thetwo differ in lateralline morphology.Blue marlinsare caughtby

commerciallong lines andy sportsfisherman. Previouslyecorded undethe family Istiophoridaein the
Catalogueof Fishes othe Maldives,Vol.3, page446.

344



Xiphias gladius Linnaeus,1758

English Name: Swordfish Family:  XIPHIIDAE
Local Name: Thungadu hibaru, Kanneli hibaru Order: Perciformes
Size: Commonto 3 m; max.4.5m

Distinctive Characters: First dorsalfin with 34-49rays. Seconddorsalfin with 4-6 rays. First analfin with
13-14rays. Secondanalfin with 3-4 rays.Pectoralfin with 16-18rays. Bill extremely long and flattened in
cross-sectionPelvic fins andpelvic girdle absent. Singldargemedium caudalkeel in adults.

Colour: Dark brown above palerbelow.

Habitat and Biology: Epipelagicto depthsof 650 m, primarily oceanicand highly migratory.Feedson a
wide variety of fishes,crustaceangnd squids.

Distribution: Circumglobalin tropical and temperateseas.
Remarks: The swordfishXiphias gladiusis very commonin the offshore waters aroundthe Maldives.

During the offshore fishery surveyconductedby the R.V. ‘Matha Har’ in 1987-88,roughly 80% of the
billfish caught were swordfish.
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Psenescyanophrys valenciennes, 1833

English Name: Freckled driftfish Family: NOMEIDAE
Local Name: Oimas, Fiyaladhari Order: Perciformes
Size: Max.20cm Specimen: MRS/P0I84/88

Distinctive Characters: First dorsal fin with 9-11 spines.Seconddorsal fin with | spineand 23-28rays.
Anal fin with 3 spinesand23-28rays. Pectoralfin with 17-20 rays.Body depth 1.8-2.4in standardength.
Body firm, deepandcompressedEye small, usually smallerthan snout.Pectoralfin equalor lessthanhead
length. Teethin bothjaws small and pointed, notlaterally flattened.

Colour: Palegrey-brownwith silvery sheenNumerousdarkhorizontallineson sides.

Habitat and Biology: Oceanicand pelagic,often associatedvith seaweednd othedrifting objects.Feeds
on jelly fish, as well as otherzooplanktorand small fish.

Distribution: Atlantic, Pacific and Indian Oceans.

Remarks: Several specimens oPsenesyanophrysvere caughtin drifting gilinets by R.V. 'Matha Har’,
during the exploratoryoffshorefisheriessurveyin 1987-88.
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Abalistesstellatus (Lacepéde,1798)

English Name: Starry triggerfish Family: BALISTIDAE
Local Name:  Than rondu Order: Tetraodontiformes
Size: Max.60 cm Specimen: MRS/P0378/92

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 3 spinesand 25-27 rays. Analfin with 24-25rays. Pectoral rays
15-16.Body deemnd laterally compressedScalesnlargedabovethe pectoralfin base,forming aflexible
tympanum Cheeksscaly. Prominengrooveon snout infront of eyelLongitudinal scale ridgesn posterior
part ofthe body. Caudalpedunclewider thandeep.Caudalfin double emarginate.

Colour: Background colour grey dashed witkive green,suffused with yellow, overlaid wittmany pale
spots. Three whitish blotcheson back (faint or absent irlargeindividuals). Pectoralfins yellow.

Habitat and Biology: Found oveisand, spongeand weed bottomsto depthsof 100 m. Solitary orin small
groups.Feedson benthic animals.

Distribution: Indo-WestPacific.

Remarks: Ahalistesstellatusis notvery oftenseenin the Maldives, becausei#t a moderately deggwelling
specieslt appeardo be commonesin the atoll basins.
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Balistapus undulatus (Park. 1797)

English Name: Orangestriped triggerfish Family: ~ BALISTIDAE
Local Name: Dhaifuku rondu Order: Tetraodontiforrnes
Size: Max. 30 cm Specimen: MRS/0349/89

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 3 spines and24-28rays. Analfin with 20-24rays. Pectorafin
with 12-14rays. Third dorsalspine of moderatelength (not minute). No groove in front ofeye. Second
dorsalandanal fins not elevatedanteriorly. Caudalfin slightly rounded.

Colour: Dark greenybrown with bright orangelines. Adult male with no bandson dark snout.

Habitat and Biology: Occurs in a variety of habitatson reefflat andreefedge. Extremely varieddiet: live
corals,benthicalgae,sea urchinsgrustaceansyther benthicinvertebratesand alsosmall fishes.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Ba/istapus undu/atuss a common inhabitant of the Maldivian reefs. It is an interesting
aquariumfish.
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Balistoidesconspicillum (Bloch and Schneider1801)

English Name: Clown triggerfish Family: BALISTIDAE
Local Name: Bis rondu Order: Tetraodontiformes
Size: Max. 45 cm Specimen: MRS/0344/89

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 3 spinesand24-26rays. Analfin with 21-23 rays. Pectoral
fin with 14 rays.A deep grooveanterioito eye.Region aroundips fully scaled. 3-4ows of spinegosteriorly
on sideof body. Caudalfin rounded, thecornersacute.

Colour: Black with very large white spotson lower half of body. Yellow markings aroundmouth, on
face andfins. A yellow reticulum anteriorlyon back.

Habitat and Biology: Usually found on outer reefterraceswith surge channels.Feedson small
benthic animals.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Balistoidesconspicillum is oneof themost strikingly colouredof all reeffishes.In consequence
it fetchesa high pricein the aquariumrade.
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Balistoides viridescengBloch and Schneider1801)

English Name: Titan triggerfish Family: BALISTIDAE
Local Name: Maarondu Order: Tetraodontiformes
Size: Max. 75 cm Specimen:MRS/P0343/89

Distinctive Characters:Dorsal fin with 3 spinesand 24-26 rays. Anal fin with 23-24 rays. Pectoral
rays 14-15.A deepgroovebeforeeye. 4 or5 rows of small spinesposteriorly on sides of body.
Second dorsal and anéhs slightly elevatedanteriorly. Caudal fin roundedto double emarginate.

Colour: Yellowish, the scale centersdark brown to dark olive, abruptly whitish posteriorly A
wedge-shaped blackish bar from top of head to gplening,enclosingeye. A broad blackish streak
on upperlip crossedby two narrow pale blue bands.

Habitat and Biology: Found on a wide ranging of habitats but mainly on reefslopes. Feedson a
wide variety of benthic invertebratesjncluding seaurchins,corals and molluscs.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.
Remarks: Balistoidesviridescensis fairly common inthe Maldives and ranges widelyfrom lagoonsto

deepreef slopes.Eggs are laid in nestson sandy or rubble patcheson the slope. Theseare
protectedby the adults, whichdrive away any intrudersincludingdivers with greatferocity.
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Canthidermis maculatus(Bloch, 1786)

English Name: Ocean triggerfish Family: BALISTIDAE
Local Name: Oivaali rondu Order: Tetraodontiformes
Size: Max. 50 cm Specimen: MRS/P0I32/87

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 3 spines and23-27rays. Analfin with 20-23 rays. Pectorafin
with 14-15 rays. Mouth terminal. No enlarged scales aboyeectoral fin base forming distinct
tympanum. Cheeksscaled and without longitudinajroove. A deep groove before eye, below nostrils.

Colour: Adults with body and headdark, lighter below with elongatevhite spotsthat can disappeawith
growth. All fins dark. Small juveniles with spots notconfinedto ventral surface.

Habitat and Biology: Occursin offshorewaters.Epipelagicthroughoultits life. Adults aswell asjuveniles
are oftenassociatedvith drifting objects.

Distribution: Indo-West Pacific.

RemarksUnlike other triggerfishe€anthidermismaculatusis mostoften encountered offshoreyhereit
isfrequently associatedith drifting flotsam.It is thereforeoften seemy Maldiviantunafishermenalthough
thereis no local market for thisspeciesso itis almost nevecaught.C. rotundatusis a synonym.
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Melichthysindicus (Randalland Klausewitz, 1973)

English Name: Indian triggerfish Family: ~ BALISTIDAE
Local Name:  Hindhu kalhu rondu Order: Tetraodontiformes
Size: Max. 25 cm Specimen: MRS/0339/89

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 3 spinesand30-34 rays. Anal fin with 29 rays. Pectoralfin
with 14-16 rays. Caudalfin truncate or slightly rounded. Ridges caudalpedunclenot prominent.

Colour: Dark, almostblack. White alongbasesof second dorsaénd anal fins, andaroundcaudal
margin. Sometimesdisplays a rust brownpatch behind spiny dorsal.

Habitat and Biology: Foundon coralreefareas.Feedswell abovethe bottom, evidently on zooplankton.
Distribution: Indian Ocean.
Remarks: Melichthvsindicus is one of a pair of very similar black triggdishes. The otheris M. niger

(nextpage). In the field they are moseasily differentiatedon the basisof tail shapeand colour.
M. niger hasan emarginatecaudalfin thatis all dark.
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Melichthys niger (Bloch, 1786)

English Name: Black triggerfish Family: BALISTIDAE
Local Name: Kalhu rondu Order: Tetraodontiformes
Size: Max. 35 cm Specimen: MRS/P0350/89

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 3 spinesand32-35rays. Anal fin with 28-31 rays. Pectoralfin
with 15-17 rays. Prominentlongitudinal ridgesfollowing scale rowson caudal peduncle. Caudéh
emarginateto lunate (exceptjuveniles).

Colour: Dark blue-green tblack. Blue-white lines at base ofsoft dorsaland analfins. Submarginablue
line on caudalfin bendsinto lobes.

Habitat and Biology: Occurson upperreef edge of outer slopes of seawardreefs. Feeds
predominantlyon calcareousalgae; also feedson zooplankton.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Melichthys niger is very similar in appearanceo, and easily confusedwith Mindicus
(previouspage) M. niger is morewidely distributed.
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Odonusniger (Ruppell, 1837)

English Name: Redtoothed triggerfish Family: ~ BALISTIDAE
Local Name: Vaalan rondu Order:  Tetraodontiformes
Size: Max. 40 cm Specimen: MRS/0337/89

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 3 spinesand 33-36rays. Anal fin with 28-31 rays. Pectoralfin
with 14-15rays. Cheeksscaled. Margins of soft dorsal and andins distinctly concave.Caudalfin lunate,
thelobes greatly prolonged imdults.

Colour: Body deep bluesometimesvery dark, orbrownish,or greenish.Teethred.

Habitat and Biology: Found on upperpart of seaward reebelow reefedge.Feedsmainly on
zooplanktonandalso sponges.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Odunusniger is possibly the commonest Maldivian triggerfish. Large groups lmaseen
swimming up in the water column abovethe reef slope. At night, and when harassedthey take
refuge in smaltreviceswith just theirturquoisescissor-liketail showing.
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PseudobalisteBavimarginatus (Rippel. 1829)

English Name: Yellowmargintriggerfish Family: BALISTIDAE
Local Name:  Vilu rondu Order: Tetraodontiformes
Size: Max. 60 cm Specimen: MRS/0347/89

Distinctive CharactersDorsalfin with 3 spines an®4-27rays. Analfin with 23-25rays. Pectorafin with
15 or 16 rays. Deepgrooveanteriorto eye. Shallow horizontal grooveon cheek. Anterior part of cheek
without scalesposteriompartwith smallscalesCaudalpedunclewith 5 or6 rowsof small spinesCaudalfin
roundedin young,emarginaten adults,the lobesprolongedin large adults.

Colour: Pale yellowish brown. Scaleswith dark centres.Front of headoften light yellow-orange.
Margins of second dorsal, anahnd caudal fins often yellowish.

Habitat and Biology: Found in a wide-ranginghabitats, hut commoneston shelteredreef areas with
much sand. Feedson benthic invertebrates.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.
Remarks: Pseudobalistesflavimarginatuis oneof two largetriggerfishes commonligeenby diversin the
Maldives. The otheris B. viridescens.P. flavimarginatus nestsin deeplagoon areas. Fortunatelyhis

speciesdoes not defendits nestsas aggressivelyas B. viridescens,although this someindividulas can
be very aggressive.
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Rhinecanthusaculeatus (Linneaus,1758)

English Name: Picassotriggerlish Family: BALISTIDAE
Local Name: Gabulhi rondu Order: Tetraodontiformes
Size: Max. 28 cm Specimen: MRS/0054/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsalfin with 3 spinesand24-26rays. Analfin with 21-23rays. Pectorafin with
12-14rays. Headpointed; dorsalandventralprofiles nearly straight. 3 rows of forward curving spineson
caudal peduncleCaudal fin roundedto doubleemarginate, theornersangular.

Colour: Palebrown shadingo white below. Complexly colouredwith blackish,blue,and yellowhands.
Pedunculaspinesblack edgedvith blue. Anusblack.

Habitat and Biology: Commonon shallow lagoon reef environmentsdominatedby sand.Omnivorous,
feedingon awide rangeof invertebrates.,fisheandalso algae.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Rhinecanthuscu/eatuss avery commoninhabitanton Maldivianreefs.It is often seersleeping
on its side at night and makesawhirring noise whenstartled.A popularaquariumfish.
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Rhinecanthusrectangulus (Bloch and Schneider1801)

English Name: Reeftriggerfish Family: ~ BALISTIDAE
Local Name: Gabulhi fattaa rondu Order: Tetraodontiformes
Size: Max. 25 cm Specimen: MRS/0346/89

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 3 spines an®3-24rays. Analfin with 20-21rays. Pectorafin with
13-15rays. No groovesinfront of eyes. 4-5 rows of small forward curving spinesposteriorly on body.
Caudalfin roundedthe cornersacute.

Colour: Groundcolourolive brown above palebelow. Black bandacrossbody, andblack triangularpatch
on caudal peduncleBlack areaspartially outlined with green-yellow.Orangeat baseof pectoral.

Habitat and Biology: Common in the shallow outereefenvironmentsxposedto surge.Diet evenmore
variedthanR. aculeatus,feedingon awide rangeof invertebrates, fisheandalso algae.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.
Remarks: Rhinecanthus rectanguluss readily distinguishedfrom R. acu/eatus(previouspage),on the

basisof colourpattern.Both are foundon shallowareas,butR. rectangu/usprefers moreexposedlocations.
R. rectangu/uss a very waryfish, hencedifficult to approach undewater.
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Sufflamen bursa (Bloch and Schneider]801)

English Name: Boomerang triggerfish Family: BALISTIDAE
Local Name:  Dhon falhu rondu Order: Tetraodontiformes
Size: Max. 20 cm Specimen: MRS/0345/89

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 3 spines an@®7-29rays. Analfin with 25-27rays. Pectorafin with
13-14rays. Dorsalandventral profiles of head nearlgtraight. Cheekscaled.Prominentgroovein front of
the eye. Longitudinalscaleridgeson posterior part ofhe body extending forward t¢the middle ofthe body.
Caudalfin truncateto slightly rounded.

Colour: Greyish brown, paléelow. A white line from corner ofmouthto analfin origin. Two darkcurved
barsposteriorlyon headwhich may be eitheryellow or black.

Habitat and Biology: Usually in reef flats and reefslopes.Omnivorous, feedingn algaeand a wide
variety of small benthicinvertebrates.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Sufflamerhursais a commoninhabitantin the Maldivian reefs. It is readily distinguishedrom
the similar sizedand shapedS. chrysopterugnext page)by colour. S. chrvsopterusis dark brown.
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Sufflamenchrysopterus (Bloch and Schneider1801)

English Name: Flagtail triggerfish Family: BALISTIDAE
Local Name: Falhu rondu Order:  Tetraodontiformes
Size: Max. 20 cm Specimen: MRS/055/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 3 spines an®6-28 rays. Analfin with 23-26rays.. Pectoralfin
with 12-14rays. Deepgroove before eye. Longitudinatows of small spinesfollowing scale centers

on about posterior third ofbody. Dorsal and anal fins slightly elevatedanteriorly. Caudal fin truncate
to slightly roundedwith acutecorners.

Colour: Dark brownish with onepalestreakfrom eyeto lower pectoralbaseand anothershortone above
gill opening.Lower part of headand abdomendark blueor purplish. Caudalfin brownish yellow, broadly
edgedin white.

Habitat and Biology: Usually seenin sheltered reefand lagoons. Feedson benthic invertebrates.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Sufflamen chrvsopteruis replacedin the Red Sea andsulf of Omanby the closely related
S. a/hicaudatus(Ruppell), which differs in having a broadwhite zoneacross basal part ahudalfin.
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Sufflamenfraenatus (Bloch and Schneider1801)

English Name: Brown triggerfish Family:  BALISTIDAE
Local Name:  Mushi rondu Order: Tetraodontiformes
Size: Max. 38 cm Specimen: MRS/0411/92

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 3 spines and27-31 rays. Analfin with 24-28 rays. Pectoral
fin with 14-15 rays. Cheeksscaled.Deep groovein front of eye. Longitudinal scaleridges on

posteriorpart of the body extendingforward to the middle of the body.Caudal fin roundedin young,
truncateto slightly emarginatein adults.

Colour: Brown to pale brown witha pale yellowishring around mouth and aarrow pale yellowish
band acrosschin. Juvenileswith longitudinal dark brownlines.

Habitat and Biology: Usually seenin depths greaterthan 25 m. Feedsmainly on seaurchins, heart
urchins, brittle stars, fishes, bivalve molluscs,tunicatesand crustaceans.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Sufflarnenfraenarusis a somewhatdeepdwelling species,being apparentlynost common
in atoll basins. S. capistrarus Shaw,is a synonym.

360



Aluterus scriptus (Osbeck,1765)

English Name: Scrawledfilefish Family: MONACANTHIDAE
Local Name: Fankaa fathirondu Order: Tetraodontiformes
Size: Max. 1 m Specimen: MRS/0496/97

Distinctive Characters: Dorsalfin with 2 detachedpines and3-49rays. Firstorsalspineoriginatesover
eye.Anal fin with 46-52rays. Pectorafin with 13-15rays. Body elongateandvery compressed. Profilef

snoutconcave Mouth small andupturned.Caudalpeduncledeepethan long. Caudalfin roundedandlong
(longerthan head),posterior edgeften ragged.

Colour: Olive brownto grey with irregularblue spots andshort lines andsmall black spots.

Habitat and Biology: Seenin lagoonsor on outerreefslopesto depthsof about20 m. A shy andsolitary
specieshut occasionallyobservedn small groups.Feedson awide varietyof benthic organismmcluding
algae,seagrasseshydrozoansgorgoniansanemonesnd tunicates.

Distribution: Circumtropical.

Remarks: .4/uterusscriptus is one of the largest ofthe filefishes. It is similar to A. monoceros,but

A. monoceroshasa convexdorsalheadprofile anda bulbous ventralheadprofile. a muchsmaller caudal
peduncledepth andalsoa muchshortercaudalfin.
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Cantherhinesparadilis (Ruppell, 1837)

English Name: Wirenetfilefish Family: MONACANTHIDAE
Local Name: Dhaaganduathirondu Order: Tetraodontiformes
Size: Max.21 cm Specimen: MRS/0348/89

Distinctive Characters: Dorsalfin with 2 detachedpinesand32-36rays. Analfin with 29-32rays. Pectoral
fin with 12-14rays. Snout short.Dorsal profile of headslightly concave.First dorsal spinenot long. No
spinesposteriorlyon body, but maleswith adensepatchof setaeon sideof caudal peduncle.

Colour: Varying from dark brown or mottled dark brownto light grey with numerousbrownish orange
spots.Faintnarrow stripeson head.A small whitespotjust behindrearbase ofsoft dorsalfin.

Habitat and Biology: Usually seensolitary in outer reef, seagrassand seaweededsto depthsof about
20 m. Feedson benthic organisms.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Cantherhinegaradilis is closely relatedto C. sandwichensi©of Hawaii, andC. pu//us of the
Atlantic. A wary fish, like othersof the samegenus.
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Oxymonacanthudongirostris (Bloch and Schneider1801)

English Name: Longnosefilefish Family:  MONACANTHIDAE
Local Name:  Thundhigu fathirondu Order: Tetraodontiformes
Size: Max. 10 cm Specimen: MRS/0497/97

Distinctive Characters: Dorsalfin with 2detachedpinesand32-35rays. Analfin with 29-32rays.Pectoral
fin with 11 or 12 rays.Dorsal andventralprofiles concave. Snouslenderand protruding.

Colour: Greenwith numerousdarkedgedorangespots.A black blotchon caudalfin.

Habitat and Biology: Occurson protectedareasof reef edgeand slopeto depthsof 30 m. Often seenin
pairs and sometimesin small groupsamongstbranchecr tabularcolonies. Feedsn coral polyps.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.
Remarks: Oxymonacanthulngirostris can easilybe distinguishedfrom other Maldivianfilefishes by its

extremelylong snout. It is closelyrelatedto O. ha/li, a RedSeaendemic.However, O. hal/i differs slightly
in colourand hasa lower fin ray counts.A popularaquariumfish.
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Pervagojanthinosoma (Bleeker, 1854)

English Name: Redtail filefish Family: ~ MONACANTHIDAE
Local Name:  Dhon kothari fathirondu Order: Tetraodontiformes
Size: Max. 16 cm Specimen: MRS/0282/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 2 detachedpinesand29-34rays. Analfin with 26-30rays. Pectoral
fin with 11-13(usually12) rays.Snout shortDorsal profileconcaveFirst dorsalspineorigin over centre or

front halfof eye.A row of large laterallydirectedbarbsalongeach lateragédge.Shallowgroove for receiving
first dorsal spine. Caudgleduncleshortandbroad.

Colour: Orange-brown with irregular finelongitudinal dark brown lines on body. A darkblotch overgill
opening.Caudalfin orangewith small yellow spots,the outerborderwith blue andyellow lines.

Habitat and Biology: Usually seenin shallowcoralreefsto 20 m depth A secretive species.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Pervagorjanthinosom closelyrelatedto P. a/ternansandP. aspricaudusP. alternansdiffers

by havinga brightyellow ring arounceye. P. aspricaudushasnumerouginy black spotsratherthan narrow
black lineson the sides.
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Pseudalutarius nasicornis(Temminckand Schiegel, 1850)

English Name: Rhino filefish Family: MONACANTHIDAE
Local Name:  Himafathirondu Order: Tetraodontiformes
Size: Common to 12 cm; max. 18 cm Specimen: MRS/0370/9I

Distinctive CharactersDorsalfin with 2detachedpines and3-50rays. Analfin with 41-46rays. Pectoral
fin with 11 rays. Firstdorsalspinevery slender,origin anteriorto eye. Pelvic fin rudimentsabsent.Body
slenderin juveniles, deepn adults.

Colour: Groundcolour pale browno grey, two brownstripeson body. Adults with closely setyellow spots
on headandbody, softdorsalandanalpaleyellow, caudaldark brown.

Habitat and Biology: In Maldives,known so far only from depthgreaterthan 40 m, inside North
Male Atoll.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Pseudalutariusmasicornisappearso berelativelyrarein Maldives, butthatmay be partly because
of its cryptic colourationandbehaviourand its relatively deep-dwellinghabits.
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Lactoriafornasini (Bianconi, 1846)

English Name: Backspinecowfish Family: OSTRACIIDAE
Local Name:  Kashi gonu Order: Tetraodontiformes
Size: Max. 23 cm Specimen: MRS/0437/94

Distinctive Characters: Dorsalfin with 9 rays. Analfin with 9 rays. Pectoralfin with 11-12rays.Carapace
quadrangulain cross sectionhut with amedian ridgeandlargethorn-like spinein the middle of back.

Bottom of carapacsslightly convex.A pairof sharphornsanteriorlyfrom headat level with upperedgeof

eye.A secondshortpairposteriorly. Caudalfin rounded.

Colour: Light brownwith blue spotsor narrow irregularblue bands.Fins pale.

Habitat and Biology: Commonly seenon sand,rubble or weedy areaswith patchycorals,to depthsof
about30 m.Occurs singly orin pairs.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.
Remarks:Lacroriafornasini,like other cowfishesand boxfishess aslow swimmer.Theypropelthemselves

by ascullingactionofthe dorsalandanalfins; thecaudalfin is broughtinto actionwhenthey wantto move
faster. Appearsto berare in Maldives.
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Ostracioncubicus Linnaeus,1758

English Name: Yellow boxfish Family: OSTRACIIDAE
Local Name: Gonu Order: Tetraodontiformes
Size: Max. 40 cm Specimen: MRS/0040/86

Distinctive CharactersDorsal fin with 9 rays. Analfin with 9 rays. Pectorafin with 11 rays. Carapace
quadrangulain crosssection,the sidesconcave Body becoming morelongatewith growth. Large adults
with a bumpanteriorlyon snout.Caudalfin rounded.

Colour: Smalljuveniles brightyellow with small black spots.Largerfish brownish yellowwith onewhite
spotedged in black orimmed with smallblack spotson eachpolygonalplate. Largesfish purplishbrown,
spotson carapacefaint or absent,the groovesbetweenpolygonal platesyellow, specially ventrallyon
cheek.Fins with small dark spotson rays.

Habitat and Biology: Commonon reefedgeandslopeto depthsof about35 m. Solitary andshy species,
alwaysseekshelter belowoverhangsn the reef. Omnivorous.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Osiracioncuhicus.like otherboxfishesproduceaskin toxin whenalarmed. Previouslyrecorded
as 0. tuhercu/atusLinnaeus,in theCatalogueof Fishesof the Maldives, Vol.1, page 102.
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Arothron hispidus (Linnaeus,1758)

English Name: Whitespottecpufferfish Family: ~ TETRAODONTIDAE
Local Name: Lahjehikoli Order: Tetraodontiformes
Size: Max. 48 cm Specimen: MRS/P0482/97

Distinctive CharactersDorsalfin with 10-1l rays. Analfin with 10-11 rays. Pectorafin with 17-19rays.

Small spinuleson headandbody exceptsnoutand posteriorcaudal peduncle Nostril consistingof two
fleshyflaps fromacommonbasgcharacteristiof thegenus). Caudalin rounded.

Colour: Greyish to greenish brown wigmall white spot®n head,backand sides.| or2 yellow rings and
several yellowspotsaroundpectoralfin. 2-5 bars acrossides,always ashortdark bar below eye and another
belowpectoralfin.

Habitat and Biology: Generallyfoundin shallow protectedareago depthof 25 m. Juvenilesseenin weedy
areasDiet highly varied;feedingon molluscs, tunicatesspongesgcorals,anemonescrabs, tubewormssea

urchins, brittlestarsandstarfishegincluding crown-of-thorns), and hydroids.

Distribution: Indo-Pacificand EasterfPacific.

Remarks: Arothron hispiduslike otherpufferfishes,is highly poisonous.The degree ofoxicity of puffer
fishes variegreatlywith the specieandapparentlyalsowith geographicahreaandseason.
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Arothron immaculatus (Bloch and Schneider,1801

English Name: Blackedged pufferfish Family: ~ TETRAODONTIDAE
Local Name:  Fukkoli Order: Tetraodontiformes
Size: Max. 30 cm Specimen: MRS/0001/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 9-10 rays.Anal fin with 9-10rays. Pectoralfin with 15-16rays.
Body roundin cross-section. Nasakrgans otwotentaclegoined atthebase.Thebody excepiposteriompart
oftail, baseof analandsnout coveredavith slenderspines.Teethfusedinto bony plates.

Colour: Brownishabove, lighter belowUpperand lower edge andnargin of caudal fin blackish. No
markingson body exceptdarkblotch at pectoralfin base.

Habitat and Biology: Generallyfound in shallow protectedwaters,to depthsof 15 m. A solitary species.
Sometimesswims over unshelteredsandand sea grasweas.

Distribution: Indo-WestPacific.
Remarks: Arothron immaculatuslike other pufferfishess capable of inflatingts body into a spinyball to
detempredatorsTheyalsoproduce powerfutoxins intheirtissuesgspecially irthe liver and in theovaries.

Eating of thesefisheshas resultedn seriousillnessand sometimegleath.Previously recorded undéne
genusTetraodonin the Catalogueof Fishesof the Maldives,Vol.1, page 146.
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Canthigaster amboinensigBleeker, 1856)

English Name: Ambon sharpnoseguffer Family:  TETRAODONTIDAE
Local Name: Haluvi thaakihagoli Order: Tetraodontiformes
Size: Commonto 8 cm; max. 15 cm Specimen:MRS/0245/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsalfin with 11-12rays. Analfin with 10-11 rays. Pectorafin with 16-17rays.
A ridge of skin mid-dorsally. Snoutconicaland attenuateCaudalfin slightly rounded.

Colour: Brown dorsallyon headandbody shadingto whitish ventrally with small pale blue spotson body
andbasally on caudalfin. Small darkbrown spotson lower side mixed with blue, andblue linesradiating

from eye.Numerous close semall paleblue spotsor irregularlines on cheek.

Habitat and Biology: Occursin shallow outerreefareasoften in the lowerreachef the surgezoneto
depthsof 10m. Omnivorous; feedingn algaeandawide variety of benthicanimals.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Canthigastemmhoinensiss oneof thefasterswimming speciesf thegenus Theyhavearepelling
substanceén their skin, which protectsthem from predators.
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Canthigastejanthinoptera (Bleeker, 1855)

English Name: Honeycomb sharpnosed puffer Family: TETRAODONTIDAE
Local Name: Thijjehi thaakihaa koli Order: Tetraodontiformes
Size: Max.7.5 cm Specimen: MRS/0246/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 9-10 (usually9) rays. Analfin with 9-10 (usually9) rays. Pectoral
fin with 16-18 (usually 17) rays.

Colour: Brownish orangewith close setpale blue-greenspots on headandbody andblue-greenlines
radiatingfrom eyes.A darkocellus sometimes preseat base of dorsdin. Fins largelyunmarked.

Habitat and Biology: Usually foundin caves.A cryptic species.
Distribution: Indo-Pacific.
Remarks: Canthigasterjanthinopreras closely relatedo theHawaiian endemiaC.jactator (Jenkins)and

the Tropical Eastern PacifiC. punctatissirnaGunther). Thesemall pufferfishes (otobies) enjoy some
freedomfrom predatioras aresultof their repellingskin toxin.
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Lagocephaludagocephalus (Linnaeus,1758)

English Name: Pelagic pufferfish Family: TETRAODONTIDAE
Local Name: Raagondi koli Order: Tetraodontiformes
Size: Max.60 cm Specimen: MRS/0014/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 13-15rays. Analfin with 11-13rays. Pectoralfin with 13-16 rays.
Body smoothexceptfor well developedspinuleson belly from chinto anus.n adults lowercaudalfin lobe
is longerthan upper.Caudalfin emarginate.

Colour: Adults dark green,brownishgrey, or blue dorsally, white below. Juveniles tcabout 18 cm have
about9 uniform barson back from eye todorsal fin; dark spats frontand middle obelly and on side near
pectoralbasein fish lessthan 33 cm.

Habitat and Biology: Pelagicand oceanic, but occasionallycoming closerto reefs.

Distribution: Circumglobal in warm and temperate seas.

Remarks: Although Lagocephalusagocephaluss not commorin Maldives, it is occasionally caughwith
frigate tuna (Auxis thazard). Previouslyrecorded under théamily Lagocephalidaén the Catalogueof

Fishes ofthe Maldives,Vol.1, page86. A highly poisonoudish. Is thoughtto have been responsibfer
some casesf fatal fish poisoningin Maldivesin the past.
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Lagocephalussceleratus(Forster,1788)

English Name: Silverstripepufferfish Family:  TETRAODONTIDAE
Local Name:  Giulhu koli Order: Tetraodontiformes
Size: Max. 85 cm Specimen: MRS/P0484/97

Distinctive Characters: Dorsalfin with 10-12 rays. Analfin with 8-11 rays. Pectoralfin with 15-18rays.
Body almostsquarein cross-sectionBody andcaudalpeduncle elongatejepressedpinuleson back extend
pastdorsalfin almosttocaudalfin. Caudalfin moderately lunate.

Colour: Dorsal surfacegreenishwith dark brown or blackspots.Belly white. A broad silver band along
sides frommouth tocaudalfin. A silverblotchin front of eye.Pectoral base and insidegll openingblack.

Habitat and Biology: Pelagicand oceanic,but occasionallycoming closetto reefs.
Distribution: Indo-WestPacific.
Remarks: Lagocea/us sceleratuis oneof the largest speciesf the family. It is notcommon irMaldives.

Previouslyrecordedundeithefamily Lagocephalidaéh highly poisonoudish. The skin, liver, andparticularly
ovaries of mostpuffer(perhapsll) speciesontainan extremelypotent alkaloid poisoncalled tetrodotoxin.
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Convict surgeonfish314
Coralhind 73

Coris hatuensis 262
Cornetfishes$3 - 64
Coryphaenaequiselis 122
Coryphaenahippurus :.'
CORYPHAENIDAE 1 . 123
Corythoichthyshaematoprerus60
Crescent-tailbigeye 111
Crimsonjobfish 166

Crown squirrelfish 55
Ctenochaetus hinotatus 316
Ctenochaetustriatus 317
Ctenochaetustrigosus 3/8

D

Dalatias /icha 29
DALATIIDAE 29
Damselfishe30 - 249
Dark-bandedusilier 169
Darkfin hind 77
Dartfishes306 - 307
Dasc% aruanus 243
Dasc% carneus 244
Dascvllus trimaculatus245
Dash-dotgoatfish 186
Dawn goby 301
Decapterusmacarellus
Deep-reethromis 235
Dendrochiruszebra 65
Desjardin’ssailfin tang 324
Diagrammapictum 172
Diana’shogfish 254
Diploprion bifasciatum 78
Disappearingwrasse 279
Divided wrasse 276
Dogtoothtuna 335
Dolphinfishes122. 123
Domino 245
Doryrhamphus excisusexcisus 61
Doublespottedqueenfish (
Driftfish 346
Dunckerocampusnultiannu/atus 62
Dusky wrasse267

E

ECHENEIDAE 119. 120
Ecseniugicolor 294
Ecseniusninutus 295
Eightbargrouper 92
Elagatis bipinnulata /36
Elegantdartfish 306
Emperorangelfish 219
Emperor fishesl76-181
Emperorred snapper 159
Entomacrodusstriatus 296
Epihu/usinsidiator 263
Epinephelusareolatus 79
Epinephe/usaeruleopunctarus80
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Epinepheluschlonostigma8l
Epinephelusfasciatus?2
Epinephelusflavocaeruleus3
84
lanceolatus 85
. #
Epinephelusmacnospilos 87
Epinephelusnenra 88
Epinephelus miliaris 89
Epinephelusmorrhua 90
Epinephelus multinotatu®1
Epinephelusoctofasciatus92
Epinephelusongus 93
Epinephelusgpolyphekadion94

. retouti 95
Epinephelus 96
tauvina 97

Escolar327
Euthvnnusaffinis 334
EXOCOETIDAE 4/ . 42
Exocoetusnonocirrhus 41
Exocoetus volitansi2
Exquisite wrasse260

F

Faintstripecardinalfish
Fairy bassletd05- 107
Filefishes # . 365

Fire dartfish 307
Fistularia commersonii63
Fistularia petimba 64
FISTULARIIDAE 63 -64
Flagtail 225

Flagtail triggerfish 359
Flyingfishes41 . 42
Forcepdish 209
Forcipigerfiavissimus 209
Forcipigerlongirostris
Fork-tailedthreadfinbream 182
Fourbar coralgoby304
Foursaddlggrouper 96
Fowleria punctulata 116
Freckledangler 36
Freckleddriftfish 346
Frigatetuna 333
Frogfishes36 - 38

/ : 0 # - #

G

Galeocerdocuvier /7
Gelatinouscardinalfish 1/7
GEMPYLIDAE 326. 330
Gempy/us serpen326
GERREIDAE 17/
Genresovena 171

Ghost cardinalfish114
Giantangler 37
Giantgrouper85
Giantsweetlips 173



Giant trevally 131
GLNGLYMOSTOMATIDAE 4
Gnathodonspeciosus 137
Gnatho/episanjerensis 303
Goatfishes 186 - 188
Gobies30 - 305
GOBIIDAE 301- 305
Gohiodoncitrinus 304
Gold-lined squirrelfish 51
Goldband fusilier 167
Golden hind 71

Golden trevally 137
Golden-striped soapfish 99
Goldflagjobfish 65
Gomphosusaeruieus264
Gracila aihomanginata 98
Gnammistes sexlinéas 99
Greasygrouper 97
Greenjobfish 146
Greenharred wrasse 269
Grey demoiselle241

Grey large-eyebream 76
Grey reefshark 11

Groupers 68 . 109
Gymnoaesiogymnoptera 148
Gymnocraniuggriseus 76
Gymnosardaunicolon 335

H

HAEMULIDAE 172- 75
Half barred gohy 302
Halichoenescosmetus265
Hal/ichoenes leucoxanthu266
Halichoeresmargmatus 267
Halichoenesscapularis 268
Halichoeresvroliki 269
Hardyhead silverside 39
Harlequin sweetlips 174
Hawkfishes 226 - 228
Headstripe cardinalfish 8
Heniigvmnudgasciatus 270
Hemgvmnus melapteru27
Hemitaurichthysoster
Heniochusacuminatus
Heniochudiphreutes 213
Henjochusnonoceros 214
Heniochuspleurotaenia 2
Hepinanchiagperlo 28
Her&/otsichthvsquadrimaculatus 3’
HEXANCHIDAE 27-28
Hexanchusyriseus 27

Histrio histrio 38
HOLOCENTRIDAE 43- 59
Honeycombgrouper 88
Honeycomb sharpnosedpuffer 371
Honeyfin grouper 89
Humpback red snapper 154
Humphead wrasse258
Humpnosebig-eye bream 180
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Hypoatherinatemminckii 40
I

Immaculate soldierfish 50
Indian bannerfish 215
Indian butterflyfish 20
Indian dascyllus 244

Indian lionfish 66

Indian mackerel 337

Indian snapper 156

Indian triggerfish 352
Indian vagabond butterflyfish 93
Indo-Pacific blue marlin 344
Indo-Pacific sailfish 342
Island trevally 129
Istiblenniuslineatus 297
Istigohiusdeconatus 305
Istiophorus p/atypterus 342
isurus oxvnhinchug6

J

Jacks 124 143
Jansen’'swrasse 286
Japanese snakeblenny 300
Jarbua terapon 224

K

Kashmir snapper 155
Katsuwonus pelamis336
Kawakawa 334

Kitefin shark 29

Klein's butterflyfish 96
Kuhlia mugil 225
KUHLIIDAE 225
KYPHOSIDAE 223
Kyphosuscinerascens 223

L

Labrichthys uni/fineatus 272
LABRIDAE 250- 289
Labroideshicoion 273
Labroidesdimidiatus 274
Labropsisxanthonota 275
Lactoria fonnasini 366
Lagocephalusagocephalus 372
Lagocephalussceiei-atus 373
LAMNIDAE 26

Lancetfish 35

Lemon meringue wrasse 266
Leopard hind 72
Lepidocybiumflavobrunneum 327
Lepido:vgus tapeinosoma&46
LETHRINIDAE 76. 181
Lethrinusconchviiatus 177
Lethrinus harak 178
Lethrinusrubrioperc ulatus 79
Lieutenant surgeonfish 312
Lined rockskipper 297

Lined surgeonfish 311

Lined wrasse 250



Lionfishes65 - 67
Liopropomaafricanum 100
Loboressurinamensis170
LOBOTIDAE 170
Long-fin bannerfish212
Long-nosedutterflyfish 210
Longbarbelgoatfish 187
Longnose filefish363
Longnose hawkfisie27
Longsnout lancetfistB85
Longspinegrouper86
Longtailtuna 341
Loxodonmacrorhinus 18
LUTJANIDAE 144 . 169
Lutjanusargentimaculatus 149
Lutjanus hengalensis50
Lutjanushiguttatus 151
Lutjanus bohar152
Lutjanusfulvus153
Lutjanus gibbus154
Lutjanuskasmira 155
Lutjanusmadras 156
Lutjanus monostigmal57
Lutjanus rufolineatus158
Lutjanus sehael59

M

Mackeral scad135

Maco/or macularis 160
Macolor niger 161
Macropharyngodon hipartitu276
Madagascar butterllyfish198
Madrassnapper 156

Makaira indica 343
Makairamazana 344

Maldive anemonefish233
Maldives blenny295
Mangroveredsnapperl49
Many-bandegipefish 62
Many-spined angelfist218
Martins 343 - 344
Maskedbannerfish2/4
Masked groupei98
McCosker'swrasse 278
Meiacanthusmithi 298
Melichthysindicus 352
Melichthysniger 353
Meyer’sbutterflyfish 200
MICRODESMIDAE 306 - 307
Midnight snapper 160
MONACANTHIDAE 361 - 365
Monotaxis grandoculis180
Moontail seebass 109

Moon wrasse 287

Moorish idol 309
Mozambiquearge-eyebream 181
MULLIDAE 186. 188
Mustelusmanazo 7

Mynipristis adusta43
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Myripristis herndti 44
Mynipristis kuntee 45
Mynipnistismelanosticta46
Mynipristismundjan 47
Myripristis pralinia 48
Myripristis violacea49
Mynipnistis vittata 50

N

Napoleonwrasse 258

Narrow-bandedpanishmackerel338

Nasobrevirostris 319
Nasohexacanthus320

Naso lituratus321

Naso vlamingii322
Naucrates ductor138
Nehniuderrugineus 4
Negaprion acutidensl9
Nemateleotris decoré806
Nemateleotris magnifica 307
NEMIPTERIDAE 182. 184
Nemiprerusfurcosusl82
Nemipteruszysron /83
Neoniphorauno/ineatus51
Neoniphon operculariss2
Neoniphorsammanab3

Netfin grouper89

NOMEIDAE 346
Novaculichthysaeniounus277

o

Ocean triggerfish351
Oceanic whitetip sharki4
Odonusniger 354

Oil fish 330

One spot demoisell@42
One-spotsnapper157
Orange spinainicornfish 321
Orangestriped triggerfisB48
Orientalsweetlips 175
OSTRACIIDAE 366 - 367
Ostracion cubicus 367

Oval butterflyfish 205
Oxycirrhitestypus 227
Oxymonacanthus longirostri363

P

Pacific gregory 249

Painted sweetlipsl172
Palettesurgeonfists23
Panacaesicondidus 162
Panacaesioanthurus 163
Paracanthurushepatus323
Paracheilinusmccoskeri278
Paracinrhitesforsteri228
Parapercis hexophthalma 290
Parapercismillepunctata 291
Parapercis schauins/andt92
Parapercis signata293



Parupeneusanberinus 186
Parupeneusnacronemus187
Parupeneus pleurostigma 88
Peacockdamselfish 247
Peacockhind 70
Peacockvrasse 289

Pearly rockskipper296
Pelagicpufferfish 372
Peppereccardinalfish 116
Peppereaquirrelfish 56
Pervagonjanthinosome364
Philippine damselfish248
Picassariggerfish 356

Pilotfish /38
Pineconesoldierfish 47
PINGUIPEDIDAE 290. 293
Pinja/o /ewisi 164
Pinkstripedsquirrelfish 58
Pipefishes0 - 62
P/agiotremusrhinorhynchos 299
Piectorhinchusa/hovittatus 173
Plectorhinchus chaetodonoidek’4
Piectorhinchusvittatus 175
Plectropomusreo/atus 101
Plectropomudaevis 102
Piectropomusgpessuliferus 103
PLESIOPIDAE 110
Pogonopencaceilata 104
Polydactyiussexfilis 185
POLYNEMIDAE 185
POMACANTHIDAE 216. 222
Pomacanthusmperator 219
Pomacanthusemicirculatus220
Pomacanthuganthometopon221
POMACENTRIDAE 230 - 249
Pomacentnupavo 247
Pomacentrughilippinus 248
Pompanodolphinfish 122
PRIACANTHIDAE 111
Priacanthushamnur 111
Prionace glauca20
Pristipomoidesauricilla 165
Pristipomoidesfilamentosud66
Promethearescolar328
Promerhichthygprometheus328
Psenesyanophnys 346
Pseudalutarius nasicornis865
Pseudamiage/atinosa 17
Pseudanthiagooperi 105
Pseudanthiasvansi 106
Pseudanthias squamipinni&07
Pseudohalistesfiavimarginatu855
Pseudochei/inus evanidua79
Pseudocheilinukexataenia280
Pseudocoriyamashiroi 281
Pseudodaxnoiucannus282
Pterocaesiah,ysozonal67
Pterocaesio pisang 168
Ptenocaesidile 169
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Pterois miles 66

Prerois radiata 67
Pufferfishes368. 373
Pygoplitesdiacanthus222

R

RACHYCENTRIDAE 121
Rachycentron canadum?21
Racoon butterflyfish197
Rainbowrunner 136
Rastrel/igerkanagurta 337
Red banded groupes?2
Red cometfish 64

Red scalewrasse 26/
Red-spotted sandpercho2
Red-tipped groupess
Redaxilemperor 177
Redbarrectardinalfish 115
Redmouth groupei68
Redspotvrasse 281
Redtailfilefish 364
Redtailed pipefish60
Redtoothed triggerfistz54
Reetriggerfish 357
Regalangelfish222
Remoraremona 119
Remoras119. 120
Remorinaalbescens120
Rexea prometheoide3?9
Rhabdamiacypse/unal18
Rhincodon typus6
RHINCODONTIDAE 6
Rhinecanthus aculeatu356
Rhinecathusrectangu/us 357
Rhino filefish 365

Ringtail surgeonfish 315
Rockmover wrasse277
Roving coralgrouper 03
Royal escolar329
Rudderfish223
Rustyjobfish 45
Ruvettus pretiosus 330

S

Sabre squirrelfish57
Saddlebaclbutterflyfish 194
Samoan silversidet0
Sandperche290. 293
Sargassum frogfist38
Sargocentron caudimaatum 54
Sargoceti-on diadema55
Sargocentron punctatissimurb6
Sangocentrospinifenum 57
Sargocentroriieneoides58
Sargocentrorvio/aceum 59
Scalefinanthias 107

Scalloped hammerheazit
Scarlet frogfistBsé
Scarletsoldierfish 48



Scarlet-breastethoar wrasse 256
Schooling bannerfish213
Scolopsisauratus 184
Scomberoide$ysan 139
Scomberomorusommerson 338
SCOMBRIDAE 331. 34
SCORPAENIDAE65- 67
Scrawledfilefish 361
Sebaeanemonefish234
Se/arcrumenophthalmusl40
Semicircularlangelfish 220
Seriolarivoliana 141
SERRANIDAE 68- 109
Seven-bandedergeant-major230
Shadowfin soldierfistu3
Sharks4 - 29

Sharpnose&ave wrasse 288
Sharpnoseevengill shark 28
shortfinmako 26
Shoulderbasoldierfish 45
Sicklefin lemonshark 19
Side-spotgoatfish 88
Silky shark 12

Silver biddy 171
Silvergemfish 329

Silver sprat 33
Silversides39 . 40
Silverspotsquirrelfish 54
Silverstreakanthias 105
Silvertip shark 9
Six-fingeredthreadfin 85
Sixbar wrasse285

Sixblotch hind 74
Sixstripewrasse 280
Skipjacktuna 336
Sleekunicomfish 320
Slendeffusilier 148
Slendergrouper 69

Slender pinjalo164
Slendethreadfinbream 183
Slingjaw wrasse 263

Sliteye shark 18

Small toothedobfish 144
Smallspotteddart 142
Smith’s sabretoothblenny 298
Smoothbellysardinella30
Snakemackerel326
Snapperl49. 66

Snooty wrasse 257
Snubnose groupe&7
Snubnose pompand43
Snubnoseudderfish223
Soldier turkeyfish66
Soldierfishest3 - 50
Sphynnalewini 21
Spot-nape butterflyfish202
Spot-tail sandperch290
Spotcheek emperot 79
Spotfinsquirrelfish 53
Spottailshark 16
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Spottedbutterflyfish 195
Spottedsurgeonfish 318
Spottedunicomfish 319
Spottedwrasse251
Spratei/oidedelicatulus 32
Spnatei/oidegracilis 33
Sprats30 - 33

Squaretail coralgroupet01
Squirrelfishes1 - 59
Starrytriggerfish 347
Starspotted smooth-hourghark 7
Stegastefasciolatus 249
Stegostoméasciarum 5
STEGOSTOMATIDAES
Stethojulis strigiventer 283
Stockyhawkfish 226
Strawberryhind 76
Streakyspogrouper 86
Striatedsurgeonfish 317
Stripebellywrasse283
Sufflamenhursa 358
Sufflamenchrysoptenus359
Sufflamerfraenatus 360
Surgedemoiselle240
Surgeonfishe810 . 325
Sweetlips172. 175
Swordfish 345
SYNGNAThIDAE 60- 62

T

Tawny nurse shark4
Teardropbutterflyfish 206
Teraponjanbua 224
TERAPONIDAE 224
Tematechromis 237
TETRAODONTIDAE 368-373
Tha/assoma amblycephalur84
Thalassoma handwick@85
Thalassomgansenii 286
Thalassomdunare 287
Thicklip wrasse271
Thompson’ssurgeonfish 3 3
Threadfin185
Threadfinbreamsl82 - 184
Threadfinbutterflyfish 89
Three-badascyllus 243
Threespot angelfisi2/6
Threespodascyllus245
Thresheshark 25
Thumbprint emperor78
Thunnusaihacares 339
Thunnusobesus 340
Thunnustonggol 341

Tiger shark 17

Titan triggerfish 350
Tomatohind 75
Trachinotushai/lonii 142
Trachinotusblochii 143
Triaenodonobesus 22



TRIAKIDAE 7
Triangularbutterflyfish 203
Triggerfishes347 - 360
Tripletail 170

Tropical two-wing flyingfish 42
Tubelip wrasse 272
Tunas331 -341

Two spot slendehogfish 253
Two-barredsoapfish 78
Two-spotbandedsnapper 151
Two-spot redsnapper 152
Two-spotsurgeonfish3 6
Two-spotwrasse 255
Twospotdemoiselle 239
Twotonechromis 236

\Y,

Vagabondbutterflyfish 207
Vaniolaaihimarginata 108
Variola/outi 109
Variegated shark
Vermilion seabass/3
Violet soldierfish 49

Violet squirrelfish 59
Vlaming’s unicomfish 322

w

Wahoo 331
Wattsiamossambical8/
Wedge-tailsurgeon 323
Weepingsandgoby 303
Wetmoreila nignopinnat®88
Whaleshark 6

White remora 120
White-blotchedgrouper 9
White-edgedyretail 108
White-spottedyrouper 80
White-streakedjrouper 93
White-tail angelfish 217
Whitespottedpufferfish 368
Whitetip reefshark 22
Wirenetfilefish 362
Wrasse50 - 289

X

Xiphasiamatsuba,ai300
Xiphias gladius345
XIPHIIDAE 342 345
Xyrichthyspavo 289

Y

Yellow boxfish 367

Yellow headbutterflyfish 208
Yellow-edgedyretail 109
Yellow-spotted trevally 27

Yellow-stripemonoclebream 184

Yellowtail wrasse251
Yellowback anthias 106
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Yellowback wrasse 275
Yellowfin fusilier 147
Yellowfin surgeonfist815
Yellowfin tuna 339
Yellowmargin triggerfish355
Yellowtail blue snapperl63

z

ZANCLIDAE 309
Zancluscornutus 309
Zebra lionfish 65

Zebra sharks
Zebrasomalesjandinii 324
Zebrasomascopas 325
Zigzag wrasse 268



a. Carcharhinus amblyrhynchos

c. Galeocerdacuvier

e. Aethaloperca rogaa

g. Cephalopholisargus

PLATE 1

b. Carcharhinussorrah

d. Sargocentrorspiniferurn

f. Anyperodorieucogrammicus

h. Cephalopholisleopardus



a. Cephalopholigniniata

c. Cephalopholisurodeta

e. Epinephelus caeruleopunctatus

g. Epinephelus =

PLATE 2

b. Cephalopholissonnerati

d. Epinephelusreolatus

f. Epinephelughiorostigma

h. Epinephelusflavocaeruleus



a. Epinepheluguscoguttatus

c. Epinephelusngus

e. Epinepheluspilotoceps

g. Piectropomusaevis

PLATE 3

b. Epinephelusnultinotatus

d. Epinephelus polyphekadion

f. Plectropomusareolatus

h. Plectropomou.pessuliferus



a. Variola albimarginata

¢. Carangoides orthogrammus

e. Caranxlugubris

g. Aphareusfurca

PLATE 4

b. Varila louti

d. Caranx ignobilis

f. Elagatisbipinnulata

h. Aphareusrutiians



a.Aprionvirescens

¢. Lutjanusfulvus

e. Lutjanus sebae

g. Lethrinusconchliatus

PLATE 5

b. Lutjanusbohar

d. Lutjanuskasmira

fPristipomoidedilamentosus

h. Lethrinusrurioperculatus



a. Chactodoncollare

c. Chaetodoroxycephalus

e. Forcipiger longirostris

g. Pomacanthusmperator

PLATEG

b. Chaetodon madaskariensis

d. Forcipigerfiavissimus

f. Apolemichthv&imaculatus

h. Pygoplitesdiacanthus
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