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This paper documents the operations and findings of experimental
fishing with various types of fish traps cond~ted in Sri lanka
for three n~~nthsduring 1982 (August - December). The fishing
trials were carried cut by the snail-scale fisheries project of
the Bay of Bengal Progranir~ in cooperaticn with N~\RA (National
Aquatic Resource Agency, Colatho).

The trials were part of a wider BOBP-NARA joint project to
assess the magnitude and canpositicn of the island’ s demersal
resources and determine the best way to tap them. Three earlier
papers (BOBP/WP/6, BOBP/WP/16 and BDBP/WP/40) described the
findings of experiments with bottcm-set longlines; a paper re-
viewing past demersal fish resource surveys and the present
status of demersal fishery in Sri Lanka is under print, while
arother paper describing experiments with high-opening bottcin
trawis is awaited. The experiments with fish traps described
in this paper yielded very low catches bat docu~entaticri of the
effort is considered important.

The small-scale fisheries project of the Bay of Bengal Progranme
began in 1979 and covers five countries bordering the Bay of
Bengal -- Bangl~1esh, India, Malaysia, Sri Lanka and Thailand.
Funded by SIDT~ (Swedish International Develop~rentAuthority) and
executed by the F~O ~Food and Agriculture Organisatia-i of the
United Nations), the project seeks to develop, d~ionstrateand
prarote appropriate technologies and methodologies to improve
the conditions of snail-scale fisherfolk in meither countries.

This dcx~uirentis a working paper and has not been officially
cleared by the Goverrn~entconcerned or by the FAO.
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1. INT}~WCTION

it is well known that during the last 20 to 30 years, the pelagic

fisheries in Sri Lanka have expanded so rapidly that exploitation

of d~~rsa1fishery resources has gained relatively little

attention. Over-exploitation of pelagic stocks is evident; it is

therefore, necessary to correct the irthalance in fishing pressure

on these two segnents of fisheries and to prarote increased ex-

ploitation of the bottam-dwelling fish resources. With the most

productive trawling grounds being limited to the rorthwest and

nQrtheast coasts, and with most other areas studded with rocks

and corals, passive fishing methods using stationary gear have to

be developed for augmenting the production of d ~nersa1fish.

Such methods are pre-eminently suited for srall-scaie fisheries.

During 1982, the BOBP conducted experimental fishing for three

nu~ths (August to October) with different types of fish traps,

with the help of a consultant fran the U. S., Mr T Hair~nerrnan.

Roughly half the period was spent on the east coast with Trirco-

inalee as base.

Table 1 lists the types of traps experimented with; sane were

imported fran the U . S., the rest were fabricated by the consultant

at the training centre of the Ministry of Fisheries and at the

Ceylon Fisheries Corporation, Colanbo with the help of local

fishermen.

2. FISH TRAPPING TECHNIQUES

The equiçment required is:

— Hydraulic or mechanical hauler, having an average ~*l1ing power

of~250 kg. The ideal type of hauler for small—scale fisheries

is a hydra~4icsheave fitted with a warping head in the centre.

This enables n~ltipurpose use and can haul everything fran

traps to anchor. The cost of a hauler inclusive of the hydraulic

system needed to pc~r the hauler nay be around US $ 700.
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FISH TRAP TRIALS IN PICTURES

Cylindrical chicken wire galvanized trap, designed by consultant Hammerman.
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Experimental non-stackable round trap made
and covered with polyethylene netting.

of steel rod

Traditional non-stackable semi-heart-shaped trap made of
Trincomalee cane.
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Experimental stackable round trap made from steel rod
covered with polyethylene netting.

Experimental non-stackable heartshaped trap, made of steel
rod and steel wire mesh.
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Experimental stackable square trap
made of bamboo, covered with steel
wire mesh and polyethylene
netting.

Experimental stackable semi-heart
trap made from steel rod covered
with polyethylene netting.
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