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General safety 3

 4.  Water leaks in the hull

 9.  Loss of propeller

 11.  Run short of fuel

 16.  Falling in the hands of pirates
 17.  Run aground

 20.  Lightning
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allocated areas.

Always keep 
passageways clear of 

goods and gears.
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Do not use gasoline or 

Always keep a wire 

ready to cut lines or 
gear that is tangled 

away. This will also 

person if entangled 
in net or rope or 
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down so that it does not get loose 

 

with proper guards.
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No sharp edges 

exposed in 

other areas where 

engine failure.

General safety
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Wash the decks and other areas 
 

 
trips and falls.

all gears safely.

General safety



12 Safety at sea for small-scale fishers

foothold.

Do not use a draw-
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your hands when 

and if you need to 

put the engine out of 
OffOn

General safety
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sealed properly.

handrails or guard rails 
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General safety
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Keep ladders clean to 
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ready on the deck.

General safety
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Air

HeatFuel

Air

HeatFuel HeatFuel

Make sure the electrical 

and faulty switches.
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in the galley. Keep 
utensils in racks or 
drawers and use a 

oil can easily ignite and 

Replace corroded gas regulators. Replace 

especially if they are exposed to sun and 
and disconnect the 

and regulators. Propane 

are used for cooking 

than gasoline. These 

they collect in the lower 

cylinders are properly 
secured on open deck.

General safety
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proper containers 

Always store oily rags 

without any other 
source of heat.
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designated area of 

the expiry date.

General safety
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Do not hang 

they could fall onto the 
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and constructed to 

General safety
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also near the ladders.

on deck should not 

placed so that it does 
not dazzle a look-

out or interfere with 
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Rope of right hand lay 

clockwise to retain the 
twist.

Kinks in ropes should 

correct coiling – right hand 
coiling for a right hand 

rope.

Replace a kinked rope or wire 

Pulling a kinked rope or 

dangerous.
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Good

weaken it.

used in place of a 
knot as a knot can 

weaken a rope.
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and large enough for the rope. The 

for the rope.

Know the safe 
working load of the 

wires and ropes to 
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so that you do not trip 



29General safety

Do not expose 

will weaken the 

around the rope.
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cranes. Do not use decayed wires 

unless they are 
properly secured.
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Do not stand on a tensioned wire 
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slipping on the deck. 

 
fall down the opening.
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Do not sit on 
the railings to 

which is less likely to 
get caught in winches 

with tape to reduce  
the risk.
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Wear appropriate eye-guard 

 

Wear dark glasses when 
welding to protect your eyes. 

Make sure there 

when you open 
the fuel tanks. Fuel 

Poisonous gases like 

tanks closed for a 
longer period.
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Always use the ladder or the 
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Wear sunglasses on sunny days as 
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Make sure doors 
and windows are 
fastened. Rolling 

swing a door 
or window and 

Always care for your hands and protect 
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Do not 
Switch on

handling electrical wires and 

Do not stand on open deck 

the lightning to earth itself 
 

Always stay inside the 
wheel house so that you are 
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accidental cuts and 

entering through doors. 
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Do not go alone onto the deck at night or during 

the handle. Always hold the sharp end yourself 
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Take care when the 

access to the engine 

easily fall into the 

the opening if you fail 
to see it.
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Tie tools and paint cans when 

Do not interfere in other’s 

working area.



53Personal safety

pully with your hands.  
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Protect your eyes 

sunglasses or 
safety glasses.
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or a tackle.
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•

•

•

•
out at sea.

•

•
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•
fatality at sea. 

•

•

deck.

• When work is carried out where there is a risk of falling down or falling 

•
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and parachutes should 

in order to indicate 
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1.

2.

3.

4.

and oxygen therapy.
5.

6.

are out of the water.
7.

8.



63Personal safety

9.

10.

11.

12.
13.
14.

15.

 •
 •
 •
 • Wetsuit or dry suit
 •
 •
 •
 •
 •
 •
 •
 •
 •
16.

17.
18.

19.
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Make sure that all the freeing 
ports are open to allow 

seawater that lands on deck 

drain out.Blocked freeing ports can pose a 

closed unless they are 

Make sure that these 

when rough weather is 
forecasted.
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Water

Water

Fuel Ice
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Inspect and grease all dogs 
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•

staying out at sea for a longer period.

•

•

•  

•  

•

• 

•

are in real danger.
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•

•

• .
• 
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• 

• 
• 
• 

not panic.
• 
• 

a longer period.
• 

• 
which can help you.

• 

• 

Slowly and repeatedly 

outstretched to each side 
when standing on the 

top of the wheelhouse or 
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76 Safety at sea for small-scale fishers

Make a group shout 

on the wheel house or  
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Blow your whistle 

 
is within reach.
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– – –
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•

•

•

•

•

• Collect rain water in clean containers and store for future use.

•

•

 

sucked out and swallowed.

•

•
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•

•

of the non-folding type.

•

• Two sponges.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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•

•

•

•

•
container.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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*

*

* 

* 
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exposure to the cold is greater than the risk of drowning.

unconsciousness.

to hold on to or grasp any line 

for rescue.
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 •

 •  

 •  

 •  
 

 •  

 •  

 •  

 •

 •
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•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

 •  

 •

 •

 •  

 •  
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to heal.
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.

.
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1.

2. 

errors to occur to your steering course.

3.

4.

5.

6. 
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7.

8.

9.

10.
record of courses taken.

11.
speed for the passage.

12.

13.

14.
leaks.

15.

16.

17.  Always try to group with other 

each other. This will help you to get 

18.

19.
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20.

21.

of listening.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.
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weather.
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report all unsafe 

skipper. It is up to the 
skipper to correct 

knowledge and understanding 

used.

Bandages X
Band aids X
Sterile dressings X
Sterile gauze X

Scissors X
Safety pins X

Tweezers X

Sunscreen  X
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•  

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

***
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